
 

 

 
 
VANIER COLLEGE STUDENT ART ACQUISITION SCHOLARSHIP 
 
 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE DATE: Wednesday April 25th, 2018 between 12-3pm 
 
DROP OFF POINT FOR ARTWORK/SUBMISSION: C-320 
 
 
All artists who apply will be considered for both the Vanier College Student Art Acquisition Scholarship 
and for the finalist group exhibition at The Henry Lehmann Gallery. Proposals in all 2-D or 3-D media are 
welcome. Please include the materials below as part of your submission. 
 
Submitting an application does not guarantee a purchase or exhibition. A selection committee will select 
the works to be purchased and for the finalist group show. 
 
All successful applicants will be notified by the Vanier College Student Art Acquisition Scholarship 
Committee for either the purchase of the artwork, or the participation of the finalist group show to be held 
at The Henry Lehmann Gallery in the Fall Semester. 
 
 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Artwork submissions MUST include the following: 
 

1. NAME OF PARTICIPANT. 
 

2. CONTACT INFORMATION: Email and telephone number. 
 

3. ORIGINAL ARTWORK.  
 

a. 2-D artworks have to be framed or mounted on solid support and ready to be 
installed with hooks or wire at the back and 3-D artworks have to be ready for 
presentation (installation work should include a written set-up guideline). 

 
b. Artwork(s) must be identified or labeled with title and student's name on the back 

of the artwork(s) and accompanied by the written statement. 
 

4. ARTIST'S STATEMENT AND BIOGRAPHY 
 

a. A typed 250 word document detailing a clear and concise description of the 
submitted work and thematic/theoretical concepts pertinent to the understanding 
of the work. 

 
  b. A short biography and description of your future career aspirations.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

WRITING GUIDE FOR ARTIST STATEMENT 
 
What is an artist statement? 
An artist’s statement is a short document written by the artist, which provides a window into the artist’s world. 
It offers insight into a single piece or an entire body of work. By describing the artist’s creative process, 
philosophy, vision, and passion, it enlightens and engages while at the same time giving the audience the 
freedom to draw their own conclusions. An artist’s statement reads easily, is informative, and adds to the 
understanding of the artist.  
An artist statement can be considered as an introduction to an artwork. It provides basic information like why 
you make your art, how you make it, what it is made out of and what it means to you. Like any good 
introduction, it arouses interest and invites further inquiry. It is the artist’s personal statement about their work 
and practice and should be infused with a unique perspective. The statement influences the conversation 
around the work, which the artist should take into consideration. Ultimately a good artist statement can enrich 
the viewer’s experience of the work. 
Most importantly maybe, an artist's statement forces them to be clear in their own mind as to why they are 
make the work they do.  It can help the artist check the validity of the course they are on.  It can also help 
them clearly and sparklingly talk about their work. 
Content and presentation 
The statement has to be written in the first person and preferably present tense. 
It needs to be written in a way that the reader can clearly understand after one read. In other words, keep it 
simple, clear and straightforward. 
It needs to contain the title of the work. 
 
The statement should address the following 

1. What you do. You will mention the media and if relevant why you use the media you do. If the choice 
of media is related to the content or conceptual underpinnings of the work, an explanation of that 
ought to be included as well. Is technique important to the work that you make? If so, you might want 
to talk about process or technique. Is the work in series? How does it connect to your past work? 

2. Why you do what you do.  This is the place for mining vision and the ideas and inspiration behind the 
work.  What is the concept underlying your work? Is there a dominant metaphor you are exploring 
through your work?  Is your work thematic? Are you influenced by any particular artists or arts 
movement? If so, you might state that the work is in the vein of, or inspired by that artist or movement. 
If your work takes that movement and twists it in a new way, here's your chance to talk about it.  
 

Here are some questions you can consider answering when writing your statement: 
· Why did you choose to represent this piece in this way? What do you call the piece and why? What 

materials did you use? 
· What did you personally want to achieve by undertaking this project? How is this project 

interdisciplinary?  
· What inspires you? How are your inspirations expressed in your work? 
· What message are you trying to convey to the viewer? 
· How is your work a reflection of you? 
· What artists have influenced you? 
· What is your vision/philosophy? (conceptual approach) 
· What are your techniques and style and how do these relate to the medium used? (formal approach) 
· How do your techniques and style relate to your vision/philosophy? 

 



 

 

Examples of artist statements 
 
Edward Burtynski - Exploring the Residual Landscape 
 
Nature transformed through industry is a predominant theme in my work. I set course to intersect with a 
contemporary view of the great ages of man; from stone, to minerals, oil, transportation, silicon, and so on. To 
make these ideas visible I search for subjects that are rich in detail and scale yet open in their meaning. 
Recycling yards, mine tailings, quarries and refineries are all places that are outside of our normal 
experience, yet we partake of their output on a daily basis. 
 
These images are meant as metaphors to the dilemma of our modern existence; they search for a dialogue 
between attraction and repulsion, seduction and fear. We are drawn by desire - a chance at good living, yet 
we are consciously or unconsciously aware that the world is suffering for our success. Our dependence on 
nature to provide the materials for our consumption and our concern for the health of our planet sets us into 
an uneasy contradiction. For me, these images function as reflecting pools of our times. 
 
Jessica Auer - Saga Lands 
An Icelandic legacy, the word ‘Saga’ means both ‘history’ and ‘story’. As memory dissolved behind the myths, 
these stories became part fiction and part documentary. Taking inspiration from saga literature–the most 
extensive literary source on the history of early European exploration–I’ve spent several years photographing 
archaeological and saga sites throughout the North Atlantic, resulting in a series that traces a westward 
journey from Sweden to the New World. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
The Vanier College Student Art Acquisition Scholarship Committee 


