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I am often asked what makes Vanier College unique, and despite the fact that I 
do have a good choice of answers, the one thing that always comes to my mind 
first is the exceptional and rich diversity of our student body.  Through their own 
knowledge, or through the cultural inheritance that they have received from their 
families, our students give us a tremendous opportunity to become real citizens of 
the world. And since I strongly believe that as a college we need to help our stu-
dents become global leaders, our commitment to facilitating student and staff 
mobility is a natural objective. Our world is too interconnected and the need is too 
great for us to shy away from this responsibility of taking advantage of the diversity 
within our own walls.   
 
Vanier’s Strategic Plan 2008 – 2013 endorses a strong international presence at the College. In fact, Goal 
8 calls for Vanier to “foster in its students a passion for global perspectives and provide them with the skills 
to enable them to work in an ever-changing international community.” To achieve this goal, the College 
envisions various strategies and actions. As an example, we are committed to the integration of an inter-
national and intercultural dimension into our program.  We ask ourselves how the process of knowledge 
transfer taking place in our classrooms can be enriched by focusing on the applicability of that 
knowledge on a global scale. Another specific strategy involves the greater implication of students in 
international internships. In this past year alone, over 40 Vanier students participated in a wide variety of 
international study projects and exchanges in countries throughout the world.  I  hope that in the future 
more students will be presented with opportunities to learn firsthand about global issues.  
 
The Strategic Plan also calls upon the International Education Office to encourage new projects which 
meet the criteria of Vanier’s policy “International Cooperation, Exchanges and Training.” Vanier will only 
gain if its faculty and staff are working with international partners in training projects. Vanier’s Language 
School is a dynamic example of what can be accomplished in the provision of second language teach-
ing. Skills and a spirit of solidarity are produced with such involvement and my hope is that Vanier’s ex-
pertise in a number of other domains will be shared on the international scene. I am very happy to report 
that we have continued to build our relationship with Malawi, for instance, just as I am  proud of the work 
that continues to be done through our Business Administration Department to expand mutual exchanges 
with France and, more recently, Belgium.  
 
Another goal to which the College is committed is to welcome and support the international students 
who have chosen to study with us. Furthermore, throughout the past year we have hosted visiting dele-
gations of educators from across the globe, such as China and Sweden, intent on learning about Vani-
er’s strengths as a College. It is on this strong foundation of tolerance and acceptance that I trust that 
the International Education Office, working with its many internal and external partners, will build a strong 
and positive international presence for Vanier College.  
 
Gilbert Héroux 
Director General  

INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
AT VANIER COLLEGE 
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 In 2010-2011 the International Education Office at Vanier College coordinated a highly successful 
Nicaragua Study Project.  Seven Vanier students and two teachers, Catherine Duranleau and Stephane 
Brouillette, participated in and benefitted from this experience. Using a framework of a full-circle educa-
tional study-abroad experience, the trip was developed with a three phase structure in mind: pre-
departure orientation activities, an on-the-ground experience in Nicaragua, and the return and debriefing 
phase. Each of these phases is crucial to enriching the overall study-abroad experience for students, as 
well as for the wider College community. 

In the fall of 2010, seven Vanier students from the Social Sci-
ences program began their study-trip experience by partic-
ipating in several mandatory pre-departure orientation ses-
sions. The sessions were intended to increase the 
knowledge of the students about their host country and 
sensitize them to prevalent international development 
themes such as environment, social justice and gender is-
sues. The sessions involved exercises in team building, les-
sons in photography and documentation, and a special 
health and safety information session with parents. All of the 
sessions were intended to create context about the devel-
oping world and globalization. 

When the group finally departed for Nicaragua in late December 2010, they were excited and a little anx-
ious, but above all, prepared. The group was welcomed by our invaluable field consultant, Raymond Ro-
bitaille, who has extensive experience facilitating groups of Canadians in the country.  Raymond coordi-
nated on-the-ground activities for the Vanier group including: visits to farming cooperatives; meetings with 
rural feminist associations, local MPs and community leaders; and seeing the many natural wonders that 
Nicaragua has to offer. Raymond’s vital contacts and deep knowledge of local communities helped to 
secure home-stay families for each of the Vanier student participants and their teachers. 

The International Education Office at Vanier College values study-abroad experiences for students; their 
return to the Vanier community provides them with countless opportunities to educate their peers. Stu-
dents share their knowledge through informal conversations with friends and classmates, in the form of re-
ports and entries for our ever-expanding website, and by developing workshops, panels, and presenta-
tions to give to their fellow classmates and Vanier faculty. During the Vanier College International Wom-
en’s Week activities in March 2011, the students contributed to this week of events by organizing a panel 
to discuss gender issues and women’s rights in Nicaragua. The students also collaborated on preparing an 
educational photo exhibit that has been displayed throughout the college. 

The newly established partnerships with our colleagues in Nicaragua have contributed to the international-
ization of the college, which is part of our overall College’s strategic plan. Lastly, seven Vanier students are 
now inspired and motivated by their experiences and are further encouraged to share their knowledge 
with their peers—desiring to be involved in the planning of next year’s trip, and helping to support future 
students who will embark on this once in a lifetime experience.  

 Melanie Hadida,  
 Project Coordinator  

NICARAGUA STUDY PROJECT 2010-2011 

Nicaragua Study Project  
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NICARAGUA EXPERIENCE 
 
Pour la première cuvée au Nicaragua, nous avons accompagné un groupe hors du commun, 
composé de sept étudiantes passionnées et passionnantes! Nous sommes partis à la rencontre du 
plus grand pays d'Amérique centrale, connu comme le pays des lacs et des volcans.  
 
Outre son paysage, ce coin du monde a également su nous impressionner par son hospitalité. 
Nous avons eu la chance de loger chez des familles de Los Jobitos, un village blotti dans une vallée 
à la frontière du Honduras, peuplé de gens humbles et courtois. 
Nous avons vécu le quotidien, empreint d'humour et de douceur, 
de Nicaraguayens qui nous ont reçus les bras ouverts. Ils ne les ont 
fermés que pour nous prendre dans leurs bras, le jour de 
la despedida, pour nous empêcher de partir. Avec eux, nous 
avons échangé un tas de savoirs. Nous avons aussi discuté avec 
des leaders des milieux scolaire, politique, culturel et agricole lors 
de rencontres organisées. Ces débats nous ont permis de consta-
ter l’attachement fort des gens à leurs traditions, mais aussi leur 
soif insatiable de progrès social et leur rage contre les injustices. 
Nos cahiers se remplissaient rapidement de notes et chacun 
d'entre nous est revenu à Montréal avec de solides et riches connaissances à partager. En si peu 
de temps, nous nous demandons toujours comment nous avons pu en apprendre autant! 
 
Nous avons passé la fin de notre séjour dans de plus grandes villes, comme la capitale Managua, 
sur la plage et au pied de volcans. Ces moments furent tout autant divertissants et enrichissants, 
mais nul ne contredira que nos compas nous manquaient et qu’ils étaient bien présents dans nos 
cœurs. 
 
Nous tenons finalement à remercier tous ceux, au Nicaragua, dont nous avons croisé le chemin; les 
sept filles du groupe, que nous admirons; Raymond Robitaille, un organisateur hors pair; Melanie 
Hadida et International Education, pour nous avoir fait confiance et pour avoir mis sur pied un pro-
jet que nous espérons durable. Vivement une deuxième cuvée pour une expérience tout aussi in-
tense! 
 
Catherine Duranleau, French Department 
Study Project Supervisor 
 

Nicaragua Study Project  
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 Lili Changizi  
 
Before visiting Nicaragua, I would always tell my family that what I 
wanted to do during my life was to visit countries that need help 
and do humanitarian work there. Something I wanted to learn 
about myself during this experience was whether or not I could 
even handle living differently than I do here in Montreal. During our 
10 days in the small community of Los Jovitos, we lived like the lo-
cals did. We ate rice, beans, eggs and plantains for almost every 
meal. To shower, we used buckets of not-so-warm water. And of 
course, we had no cell phones, laptops, or iPods to keep us busy.  
Now that I am back, I can proudly say that without a doubt, I can 
live in such drastically different living conditions. 

 

 

Jennipher Carreiro  
 
I had in mind that going to Nicaragua or participating in any interna-
tional project like this would change me and the way I see things. 
How could it not? I was going to be out of my comfort zone for a sig-
nificant amount of time and I would be faced with numerous new ex-
periences and impressions. For the most part I was right— it did 
change me, my views and way of seeing life. However, I was wrong 
about one thing: I did not feel out of my comfort zone.  In fact, I felt as 
if I had already lived this experience before.  It’s true that I did have to 
get use to some things, but that came fairly quick. The main reason I 
was able to feel comfortable so quickly was definitely because of the 
love and warmth that my host family gave me and also because of 
the support from my Canadian friends and teachers. 

Layal Turk 
 
Nicaragua is a country filled with love and hope. Its people have 
been through an incredible historical revolution in 1979 and many 
fought long and hard to get to where they are today. Unfortunately, 
the country is still one of our world’s poorest and has a long way to go 
before its citizens have access to everything we take for granted in 
our own countries. I would encourage other students to get involved 
in similar experiences because they can make a difference. Partici-
pating in such a trip gives you that extra kick of motivation that makes 
you want to go out there and do something. Get informed and see 
what you can do to help. There are millions of people out there strug-
gling to get an education, have access to healthcare and support 
their families but they don’t have access to as many resources as we 
do in Canada. 

STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN NICARAGUA 

Nicaragua Study Project  
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 Nicole Zaki  
 
If it wasn’t for the Nicaragua Study Project, I wouldn’t have had 
the best opportunity to learn and question things many can only 
find out by reading books. Instead I had the best three weeks of 
my life, met people I will never forget and grew as an individual. I 
want to thank you for giving me an experience of a life time, and 
also an opportunity to teach others what I learned during my stay. 
 
 

 Johanna Joseph 
 
I will never forget leaving Los Jovitos. We were welcomed there 
with so much love and the love grew intensely the longer we 
stayed. We learned that although these people have much less 
than us, they are rich in love and happiness; this makes them quite 
the opposite of the concept of “less fortunate” people. Canadians 
can definitely learn a thing or two from Nicaraguans. Leaving our 
new families was probably the hardest part of the whole experi-
ence. 

 Samantha Cambridge  
 
If someone had asked me six months ago to list the most significant 
moments in my life, my answers would probably not have differed 
much from what you would expect from the average eighteen 
year old. Prior to this trip, my life’s defining moments included get-
ting my driver’s license, graduating from high school, and going to 
prom. I would never have imagined that one day I would get the 
opportunity to go on a trip as eye-opening and life-changing as 
the Nicaragua Study Trip.  

 

 Janessa Brouillette-Culliford  
 
Through the whole trip, almost from the very first day, I wasn’t see-
ing the clay walls, the dust, the poverty, the holey roof. I was in a 
beautiful place. My eyes adjusted almost instantly and I really had 
to look hard to actually see the differences between my Canadian 
house and the house I was staying in. In a lot of ways, I felt more 
comfortable and more at home in that little clay house in Nicara-
gua, with the rickety wooden doors, the concrete latrine and the 
plastic-bag-wrapped bucket-shower stall, than I do at home. 

 

Nicaragua Study Project  
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NICARAGUA STUDY PROJECT 2012 

Nicaragua Study Project  

 

The goal of the Nicaragua Study Project is to offer students an opportunity to experience the way of life 
in a rural community. Leading up to their trip, these students have been busy fundraising. With the help 
of their trip supervisors, Catherine Duranleau and Stéphane Giroux, they organized a very successful 
benefit concert at Il Motore. That, combined with the sale of fair trade chocolates and coffee beans, 
have helped raise enough money to finance part of their trip and help buy the necessary materials in 
Nicaragua. They also participated in numerous information and training sessions to prepare them for this 
intercultural experience. You can already read up on the students participating in this project on our 
website. Stay tuned for their testimonials upon their return to learn more about their experience in Nica-
ragua. We’ll be sure to feature them in our next newsletter along with some great photographs. 

In December 2011, I accompanied eight students to learn about environment, 
gender, social justice and the political history in Nicaragua amongst other 
things.  During our stay, we lived with homestay families in the community of Los 
Jovitos where we were exposed to their daily routine in the field as farmers and 
other challenges faced by the developing world. Villagers, government officials, 
and local activists organized conferences to give further insight into topics relat-
ed to education and gender and were eager to start a dialogue between the 
community and our students. We also interviewed members of community-
based organizations and non-governmental organizations to gain a better 
knowledge of the past and present situation of the country. To help the commu-
nity, we also contributed in building a footbridge which we hope will serve the 
community daily. This is an experience that impacted the students greatly and I 
believe many of them will one day return. 
 
Stéphane Giroux, French Department 
Project Supervisor 
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MALAWI NURSING EXCHANGE 

On March 11, 2011, four third year nursing students began their journey to Malawi, Africa to complete 
the final six weeks of their nursing program, and well over the required 160 hours of clinical nursing. Stu-
dents spent the first two weeks in rural Malawi at a small hospital where they treated patients with Ma-
laria, malnutrition, and complications from AIDS.  Next they moved into the capital city, Lilongwe, 
where they settled into residence at Kamuzu College of Nursing. 

In Malawi, students have had to adjust to the hot climate, changes in diet, and at times less than 
conventional ways of providing nursing care. Malawi is an extremely resource poor country. It is esti-
mated that there are currently 9 000 nurses for a population of 15 million people. Students have 
had to be creative and sparing with hospital supplies, where a piece of gauze, roll of tape or even 
running water are not to be taken for granted. Daily challenges exist for these students while often 
dealing with stomach cramps and feeling less than perfect themselves. They have witnessed the 
death of many patients and have expressed frustration and sadness at the inability to do more. De-
spite this the Vanier students have acted as mentors and role models for their classmates and have 
provided ethical and compassionate care to their patients. 
 
These lessons learned will no doubt have a lasting impact on these young nurses as they embark on 
their careers. They will now possess a broader perspective on health related issues and perhaps will 
have a greater appreciation for the health system that we have in Canada.  
 
Melodie Hicks, Nursing Department 
Project Coordinator and Nursing Exchange Supervisor  

 



 Shane Ward  
 
From my six-week clinical nursing stage in Malawi, Africa, I discovered that 
my Vanier Nursing education can be effective and valuable across conti-
nents and cultures. I learned first hand the importance of improvisation in 
a health care system where trained professionals, technology, medica-
tions, diagnostic tests and even gauze or water are not always available. I 
look back on the many situations I encountered that at once called for 
empathy, dexterity, critical thinking and a strong stomach - and they 
amount to a rite of passage. My career as a nurse will benefit immeasura-
bly from the personal and professional growth I have garnered from this 
experience. 

 Jennifer Shalala 
 
This experience has taught me so much. I learned to be more asser-
tive of myself, learned how to prioritize better, and learned how dif-
ferent cultures impact on how I will provide care. Every individual is 
different, and come with their own backgrounds. Therefore, I must 
take into consideration their cultures and values before I can help 
them. I will always remember this exchange, and I look forward to 
returning one day to Malawi to help in the health care sector. 

 Kelly Constable  
 
The Malawian experience was truly what I was told it would be.   The 
people in the village we stayed at were so welcoming and made us 
feel like we were a part of their families.  We couldn't have asked for 
better hosts.  The hospital experience was definitely an eye opener.  3 
babies per bed and women sleeping on a mattress on the floor even 
when they are the patient.  We worked hard while we were there and I 
feel that we touched many people.  I made friendships there that I 
hope to keep and this is definitely somewhere that I would love to go 
back to work.  

 

 

Melanie Fredovitch 
 
When I first heard about the Malawi nursing exchange I knew I wanted to 
go. I thought that by going to Malawi and nursing there It would make me a 
better nurse, a more resourceful and adaptable one. The hospitals there 
were short of everything, staff and supplies, I expected this but it was still 
shocking to see. By staying at the college residence I was able to become 
friends with some of the other students, this was a great experience, one I will 
never forget. On this trip I learned how to be functional as a nurse while 
dealing with a lack of supplies. I also learned how culture really does impact 
the way you receive health care. 
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STUDENTS’ NURSING EXCHANGE EXPERIENCES 

Malawi Nursing Exchange 
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The nursing students have been busy since their return from Malawi. They presented to their classmates at 
the Jewish General Hospital in April 2011, where they were joined by nursing students from Dawson Col-
lege and several staff members from the Jewish General Hospital. They also presented to a group of their 
classmates and several Vanier teachers at the Montreal General Hospital. Both presentations provided the 
opportunity for the students to share their perspectives on nursing in Malawi and the impact that the expe-
rience had on them.  
 
In June 2011, students presented to the Vanier College Nursing Department at their annual curriculum 
workshop. Students showed photos and described what it was like to work in a rural clinic and study nurs-
ing in the capital city, while living in residence. Students had to learn to adapt to their communal living 
arrangements in residence at Kamuzu College, deal with language barriers, changes in diet and different 
styles of learning and teaching.  Students expressed an appreciation for their education and the availabil-
ity of teachers and the abundance of resources. All felt that this was something they would not take for 
granted again.  All four students felt that this was a worthwhile experience and would strongly recom-
mend it to other nursing students. 
 
In March 2012, a second group of nursing students will get an opportunity to experience nursing in Malawi. 
These students have been chosen in September and have already been very busy raising awareness and 
gathering donations to help their cause. The spirit of the exchange agreement signed with Kamuzu Col-
lege is that of reciprocity. In September  2012, Vanier College will be receiving two nursing students from 
Kamuzu College to complete a six week clinical stage while attending classes at Vanier.  
 
The Malawi Nursing Exchange is an initiative that strives to ensure that our students develop the skills they 
need to function in our global society. Providing care that is respectful and valued by our diverse popula-
tion is our ultimate goal. 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing Department 
Project Coordinator and Nursing Exchange Supervisor  

MALAWI NURSING EXCHANGE UPDATES 
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GERMAN EXCHANGE 

German Exchange 

On three different occasions, three Modern Languages students at Vanier College embarked 
on a trip to Germany in 2010-2011.  Each student took advantage of extra spaces available 
on the annual cultural exchange trips organized by Cégep Ahuntsic in May and June, and 
by Cégep de Maisoneuve during the winter break in December and January. Each trip was 
approximately four weeks in duration.   
 
In these annual trips, participating students travel as a 
group, but also stay as individuals in the home of a Ger-
man students and their families.  These visitations offer the 
students a full immersion in German culture. Likewise, the 
German students arrive in Quebec during their school 
break in either October or April, when they stay with the 
family of the visiting student.  
 
One of Vanier’s Modern Language students went with 
the Cégep Ahuntsic trip in May and June 2011 to the uni-
versity town of Jena, where the students took a one week 
intensive language course at the Friedrich-Schiller Univer-
sity. The students also discovered the city and explored 
their surroundings through several group excursions. The 
remaining three weeks were spent in southern Germany, 
in the beautiful city of Freiburg in the Black Forest in a 
home-stay situation.  
 
A second Modern Languages student participated in the Berlin-Quebec Exchange trip of-
fered by Cégep de Maisoneuve.  While in Berlin, the student stayed four weeks with a Ger-
man family, participated in their family life, and visited her exchange partner’s school classes.  
In addition, the visiting German students took a one week language course and experienced 
the German pedagogical system first-hand.  Currently, the third Modern Language student is 
staying with a family in Berlin as part of this year’s annual Berlin-Quebec Exchange.  This is 
what he has to say about the experience thus far:  
 

This trip is really great. We have a lot of free time after our German classes and 
planned activities which allows us to explore Berlin ourselves and really get to 
experience this German culture. Berlin is a very large city and there is so much to 
do and see. So far some of the places I have visited are: The Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp, the Berliner Dom, the Zeughaus, Alexanderplatz, and 
Potsdamer Platz. There are many stores and restaurants along Friedrichstrasse 
and around Alexanderplatz. I also went to watch an orchestra at the Berlin Phil-
harmony. This trip is a really good way to improve our German as we 
are surrounded by the language and are forced to think in it. There are still 
about two weeks left and still so much to do. 
 

(Continued on the next page) 
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OST: Micromedia welcomed 11 students from France to do an exchange in the fall of 2010. We 
received excellent feedback from our visiting students and their teachers after their return. Our 
students mixed and integrated well with the visiting students and three OST: Micromedia students 
were motivated in part by the visiting students to successfully complete their stage in France. Fac-
ulty have enjoyed the new challenge and sense of rejuvenation the FCTP French Exchange Pro-
gram has brought. We continued with the exchange in fall of 2011 and have already started 
planning for fall 2012. 
 
Bruce Norton, Micropublishing and Hypermedia Department 

MICROPUBLISHING AND HYPERMEDIA  
EXCHANGE WITH FRANCE 

We are curious to hear more about this trip upon his return in late January.  As their former German 
teacher, I see more and more that these trips have tremendous social and academic value. The 
trips abroad benefit participating students in immeasurable ways. The exchange students had 
greatly improved their German language skills, and, even more importantly, they continued their 
German courses with renewed confidence and maturity.  

Gisela Mutter, Modern Languages Department 
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Over the past six years Vanier’s Business Administration program has been the pioneer in creating 
student exchanges and direct links with France and more recently with Belgium. We have wel-
comed nearly 200 students from France on a full-time and part-time basis. In the early years, we 
built a bilingual exchange in cooperation with Cégep Andre Laurendeau (this part-time program is 
being phased out in 2011). In 2008, we created a grass-roots pilot project which has grown into the 
model for our future. The exchange has enriched the classroom environment. The new cultural and 
academic experience has provided a fresh approach to learning for our students, faculty, and visit-
ing students as well.  
 
Students are recruited from various regions of France; current partner UITs (Institut Universitaire de 
Technologie)  include:  Primary Partners: Troyes, Montbeliard, Belfort, Cergy-Pontoise, Vannes, Ram-
bouilett and Velizy. Evry, Grenoble, Chambery, Le Havre and Reims. 
 
20 full-time French students arrived in late August and stayed until mid December 2010. A special 
orientation session took place on August 18th and 19th, 2010, to welcome these students as well as 
30 part-time French students studying at André-Laurendeau. Additionally, various student events 
are held each year for our visitors including an annual Vanier Cheetah football practice, a team 
building event at Fort Angrignon, a Leadership program at Arbraska, a certificate ceremony and 
luncheon, and an evening out to watch the Montreal Juniors hockey team. In the fall semester of 
2011, we had 30 full-time students from France with 20 part-time students from Anrdré-Laurendeau. 
Future plans include welcoming 35-50 full-time students from France.  
 
George Dracopoulos worked with Hypermedia and Publishing to establish their own exchange pro-
gram in France and continues to liaise  to help ensure the  

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION EXCHANGES WITH FRANCE   

Business Administration 
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INTERNSHIPS  
 
Vanier Students- Internships in France 
 
In May 2011, six of Vanier’s Business Administration students spent two months in Montbeliard, 
France and Cergy Pontoise (suburb of Paris) completing two month internship/stages with multina-
tional corporations and not-for-profit organizations. In 2011, this program continued to expand to 
meet the growing demand from our student body. Some recent job placements included: Citroen, 
BNP Paribas, FIMU Music Festival and Sofitel. The students were also supported by Jennifer Joseph 
from the International office who helped secure significant funding. 
 
French IUT Students- Internships in Canada 
 
Each year we place French students in various internships in the Montreal area. Some of the recent 
placements include: St. Laurent Chamber of Commerce, Montreal Juniors Hockey Club and Insight. 
Students from Belfort, Vannes and Cergy Pontoise were placed by stage supervisor Stefan Kuch. In 
2011, we expect to place approximately 10-12 students from various regions of France and Bel-
gium. 
 
George Dracopoulos, 
International Business Exchange Coordinator  

Business Administration  
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In May 2011, supervisor Eric Lozowy and two students, 
Pascalle Lindvig and Aleksandra Zuchora, traveled to 
St. Petersburg, Russia. The students participated in a five 
week study program at the Institute of Russian Lan-
guage and Culture at the Saint-Petersburg State Univer-
sity. Students received 20 hours of language and cul-
ture instruction per week and immersed themselves in 
the culture by staying with a Russian family. The goal of 
this project is to offer students language immersion op-
portunities that complement their classroom learning.  
This pilot project was co-funded by the VCSA and the 
Vanier Foundation. 

RUSSIA LANGUAGE EXCHANGE 

Russia Language Exchange 

We are planning another trip to Russia in Summer 2012 with Natalia Pakhomova from the Russian 
Department and we are currently looking for participants. Please direct interested students to our 
office, B228, or contact Jennifer Joseph by email at josephj@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
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Not all Spring Breaks are for sleeping or partying.  For 11 Vanier College students, it was a 
chance to visit Berlin, Warsaw, Krakow, and Prague when they traveled to Europe in mid-
March to discover the History of the Holocaust. This was the first time any of the group visited 
Eastern Europe, and in addition to learning about the history of the Holocaust in the towns 
they visited, they also experienced the language, sampled the food, and explored the local 
culture. 

Every day started with early morning wake-up calls followed by a guided tour of a city until 
early afternoon.  After the tour, it was time to seek out a restaurant and discover local food – 
preferably away from the tourist spots. The Vanier group also toured museums and memorials 
at every location visited: the Checkpoint Charlie Museum, the Jewish Museum in Berlin, the 
Warsaw Ghetto Monument, Auschwitz (I) and Birkenau (Auschwitz II), St. Vitus Cathedral, 
Golden Lane, the Jewish Museum in Prague (including the Jewish cemetery in Prague), the 
Spanish Synagogue, and the Old-New Synagogue. 

“It was appropriately miserable the day we visited Auschwitz – a driving rain, bitter cold and 
high winds,” indicated Mike Besner, the Vanier Mathematics teacher who accompanied the 
group, “and the visit to the concentration camps had a profound effect on the students.” 

“We left Montreal as 12 individual people who knew each other peripherally at best,” he said, 
“but we came home as a cohesive group of 12. One of my most lasting memories will be 
how, as the trip progressed, we became an increasingly closer knit group – making sure that 
whatever we did was as a group. We laughed until we cried. We supported each other in 
times of need. In short it was an incredible experience for everyone.” 
 
Mike Besner, Mathematics Department 
Trip Supervisor  

EASTERN EUROPEAN CULTURAL VISIT 

Eastern European Cultural Visit 

 



Pg. 18 

 
Austin Tecks  
 
Performing away from home can be pretty stressful, but 
the payoff is amazing. Never have I played for a more ap-
preciative group of people. After our performance we cel-
ebrated with fifty or so of the Danish students, and it oc-
curred to me that being a musician is awesome. Our Dan-
ish hosts were unbelievably hospitable from the start, but 
after play playing for them we experienced Danish hospi-
tality tenfold. This for me was probably the most fulfilling 
part of our trip to Denmark. 
 
 
Candice Jones 
 
This trip has benefited me on a professional level because I can now say that I have travelled to perform 
music in another country and I can document this experience on my CV. Also, I like the idea of staying 
with host families better than staying in a hotel. If I happen to be in Europe again for a performance, I 
may have some friends to stay with. On a personal level, this entire trip to Europe has made me feel 
blessed and honored to be able to travel and perform at such a young age. I hope to travel some 
more and perform. I encourage the Vanier Music Department to continue to have this opportunity for 
their music students. It is quite amazing. Thank you Vanier for this opportunity! 

DENMARK MUSIC EXCHANGE 

Denmark Music Exchange  

For a second year, the international Education Office has received a Cultural and Artistic grant from 
Cégep international for five students in the Music and Song Techniques Program. In March, the stu-
dents, accompanied by teacher, Jacques Labelle, travelled to Aabenraa, Denmark to give workshops 
at the Deutches Gymnasium für Nordchleswig and to participate in master classes. In April 2012, a 
group from Denmark will visit Vanier College to perform with our ensembles and attend the Big Band 
Benefit Concert.  

STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN DENMARK 

 



 

Kellan Selig 
 
Going to Denmark over March break was an incredible experience, and impacted me on both a 
personal and professional level. While we were there, we had the privilege of sitting in on a master 
class given by a pianist named Lars Jenson. I learned a lot from hearing him speak about music. He 
spoke about soloing using different phrase lengths, as well as the importance of doing things other 
than music. It was also very interesting to listen to jazz in Europe as it is slightly different at times from 
the jazz in North America in terms of feel. I found that Denmark and Canada are similar in many 
ways, though there are of course differences. 
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Evan Brown 
 
From the very beginning, this trip was a learning experi-
ence. I learned how to get through an airport, which is 
something that I wasn't aware of at all, and is something 
that I won't ever forget. Also, while we were there, we did a 
series of musical workshops for the students there. I was 
able to practice my presentation skills, and my communi-
cation skills, by talking to the students about the drum set, 
and how it is used in different styles of music. We were also 
able to make contacts in another country, which is some-
thing that may or may not help us in the future, but is defi-
nitely a good thing to have. Also, I was able to participate 
in my first jazz jam session, which was in Germany. Being a 
musician, it was a good thing to learn how these things go, 
so that I may go to some here in Montreal and know how 
things work. 

Dominic Caterina  
 
Travelling to Denmark was exactly what I needed 
in my last semester at Vanier studying music. Time 
to time we tend to forget why we are here and 
what is our goal in our studies. The trip to Denmark 
made me remember some of those goals. Playing 
music for people in different countries, seeing new 
places, and meeting new people for me are an 
exciting part of playing music. Going to Denmark 
allowed me to experience the pleasures of being a 
touring musician as well as discovering a new cul-
ture and learning how to strengthen my own musi-
cal traits. 

Denmark Music Exchange  
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MALAWI STUDY PROGRAM: 
WATER: ACTION FOR ACCESS 

 

The importance of water is encompassed in the saying  Madzi Ndi 
Moyo –Water is life- which was the first saying  we learned in Chiche-
wa before we even left the tarmac. This saying demonstrates the 
primacy of water in a country where access to safe and sanitary 
water is one of the major problems.  
 
We arrived after a two day flight to Makupo Village, welcomed by 
the smiles and cheers of children and treated as family members 
rather than guests. The students hit the ground running with appoint-
ments with government officials and community-based organiza-
tions and their daily routine was composed of   interviews with a 
wide range of individuals from local farmers to ministry members to 
gain a well-rounded perspective of water issues and potential solu-
tions. While we felt very safe and welcome at Makupo, our home for 
four weeks, one of our highlights was visiting the surrounding com-
munities without wells. It is there we learned about the plight of 
women who walked several kilometers per day to fetch water or 
whom often slept overnight at fill water buckets before the well 
dried up. 
 
The eight students who had begun to build a global framework 
through the preparatory information sessions provided by the International Education Office were now 
given an opportunity to complement their knowledge in the field. They focused on the issue of water in 
relation to health, gender, politics, economics and the environment and were given specific activities 

based on their area of interest. 
 
The Water Action for Access project is International Educa-
tion’s third Malawi study project and the goal of this year’s 
project is to expand students’ knowledge of water in particu-
lar how water can affect a person’s education, health and 
economic status. This project has impacted participants by 
introducing them to new perspectives, hence enriching their 
educational experience, and by dispelling preconceived 
notions of the developing world.  The students are now ea-
ger to share what they have learned and are already dis-
seminating their experiences by giving presentations during 
the Social Science Week and Water Week. You can also find 
more information about their experience online at:  

www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education/students/projects/vwafa/experience.php 
 
Jennifer Joseph 
Project Supervisor 

Malawi Study Program 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education/students/projects/vwafa/experience.php�
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STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN MALAWI 

Wesley Donaldson Mackie 
 
I had a once in a life-time opportunity and learned so much about not only water but how we 
should respect and be grateful for the life that we have. However it does not take a once in a life-
time experience to show people these things. I hope that through these reports and presentations 
we can shed some light on the issues of our world and what is good in our world to be thankful for. 
It changed my life and now it's time for me to begin sharing my knowledge and hope that I can 
have the same effect on people that this experience has had on me. 

Sarah Dupont 
 
Overall, the trip was a wonderful experience for me. I was able to participate in the stories I've been 
hearing for a good chunk of my life, all the while learning tons of new information about the im-
portance of conserving and managing our water with respect. I got to meet wonderful people who 
taught me to enjoy life and I got to see the spectacular fish of beautiful Lake Malawi. I will never forget 
it!  
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INTERNATIONAL DELEGATIONS 

 CHINESE DELEGATION  
 
On September 22, 2010, Vanier welcomed a delegation of four Chinese college presidents visiting Mon-
treal to learn about the Cégep system and how our colleges are organized. The visit was part of an inter-
national project organized by Cégep Marie-Victorin and the Association of Canadian Community Col-
leges.  
 
The delegation came to Vanier specifically to learn about how we provide services for students. The visi-
tors were hosted by the International Education Office and welcomed by the Director General who gave 
a presentation on the overall structure of how the colleges operate and the role of the Director General 
concerning students.  
 
The delegates toured the college facilities and attended presentations about services for students, The 
Learning Centre, the Math and Science Centre and the Language School. 
Presentations were given by the Director for Services for Students, Monique Magnan; Coordinator of 
Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Students, Judy Macdonald; and the Language School, 
Chris Hall. In attendance was Shirley Zhu, Mandarin teacher, the Modern Languages Department. 
As well, presentations were given by Frank Chan, Chairman of the Board and Arthur Lau, Board Member 
from the Montreal Chinese (Mandarin) School.  
 
Visiting Chinese Delegation:  

Mr. Sun Yunzao, Chair of College Council, Shandong Labor Vocational and Technical College, Jinan, 
Shandong Province 

Mr. Zhang Xiangfu, President, Changchun Medical College, Changchun, Jilin Province 
Mr. Shi Zhong, President, Binzhou Polytechnic, Shandong Province 
Mr. Il Cai, Vice-President, Qijihar Vocational College, Heilonjiang Province.  

International Delegations  

 



SWEDISH DELEGATION 
 
It was the warmest welcome they had ever received in their various trips to schools around the world indi-
cated one member of a delegation of 12 Swedish Folk High School principals who visited Vanier College 
on April 11, 2011. "Swedish Folk High Schools are a rather heterogeneous phenomenon, but there are 
common attributes," stated Henning Süssner who led the delegation. "All schools are active in immigrant 
language training, lifelong learning activities and are rather often engaged in different sorts of communi-
ty work."  
 
The visitors came from major Swedish cities as well as provincial areas and their visit focused on the chal-
lenges of adult education in a globalized world. The delegation had studied the Canadian education 
system and was impressed by its variety - especially academic institutions involvement in community 
work, integration and inclusion of immigrant students and continuing education programs.  
 
The Vanier International Education Office hosted 
the visitors. Gilbert Héroux, the Director General, 
gave them a brief overview and history of the 
Cégep system in Quebec, followed by a discus-
sion about Vanier's diverse student population 
and meeting its needs. Subsequently, Henning 
Süssner described the concept of Folk High 
Schools in Sweden and each delegate provided 
information about their respective institutions. Af-
terwards the delegation toured the college to see 
our facilities and learn about the services provid-
ed, and to get a feel for Vanier's multicultural and 
diverse student population.  
 
In the afternoon, Sylvie Lord, Tami Belhadj, 
Michelle D'Elia and Dale Gallagher from Continuing Education and Chris Hall from the Vanier College 
Language School made presentations on providing continuing education to adult students and meeting 
the needs of second language learners at the college. As well, Danielle Brown, responsible for Student 
Development and Orientation in Student Services, spoke on diversity and engaging student life on cam-
pus; and Marya Grant, Learning Specialist at the Learning Centre presented on Multiculturalism at Vanier 
College. Both presentations highlighted Vanier's ability to integrate a multicultural dimension into both 
academic and non-academic initiatives at the College.  
 
"It was interesting that despite differences between the Cégep and the Swedish Folk High School systems, 
educators in both places are dealing with the same challenges and seeking innovative ways to over-
come them," states Melanie Hadida of the Vanier International Education Office. "The Swedish delegates 
were impressed with how Vanier's faculty and staff works to not only integrate and include students from 
other countries and cultural communities but also celebrates the unique diversity and multiculturalism at 
Vanier College."  
 
Marguerite Corriveau, Communications Department 
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 INDIAN DELEGATION 
 
Teaching methods that get students involved in their studies produce results no matter where the school is 
located. Wanting to learn about the Cégep approach to student-centered and problem-based learning, a 
delegation of nine administrators from polytechnic colleges in Chennai, India, visited Vanier and John Ab-
bott Colleges from September 23 to 30, 2011, as part of Phase 2 of an ongoing project. During Phase 1 of 
the project, Kevin Lenton of the Vanier Physics Department and John Abbott College representatives trav-
elled to India last spring to share their teaching practices with teachers there. 

Rhys Adams of the Vanier Physics Department spoke to them on Engagement in the Teaching and Learning 
of Physics while Louise Robinson and Patrick Bouwman gave them a tour of the Industrial Electronics facili-
ties, shared teaching materials with them and welcomed the visitors to speak with students and observe 
their lab work. The delegation also sat in on English, Math and Chemistry classes and visited the Building Sys-
tems and Engineering Technology department. 

The delegation also visited the Learning Center, the Math and Science Center and Student Services in order 
to understand the tutoring and support systems Vanier offers students. As well they met with Wilma Brown of 
the Pedagogical Office and Kevin Lenton to explore their perspectives on the Vanier Experience. 

According to Joshua Raj Mohan of the V. Ramakrishna Polytechnic, the delegation was particularly im-
pressed with the peer tutoring that takes place among students and the problem-based learning exercises 
that engages students in their work. They were struck by the comfortable exchanges and relations that stu-
dents had with their teachers. 

"We are confident that many things we observed at Vanier College could be replicated in our polytechnic 
education system," states Sabapathy Krishnasawamy. "The problem-based learning and peer instruction are 
effective tools to make the students understand the concepts of engineering problems thoroughly and to 
think creatively to find solutions for field application. We have already prepared an action plan to imple-
ment the concept in our polytechnic education sys-
tem." 

Vanier College benefited from the delegation's visit, 
according to Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of Inter-
national Education. "We were able to showcase our 
student-centered approaches and work with our en-
thusiastic and positive partners. Everyone appreciated 
the opportunities for exchange." 

Phase III of the project will see another group of John 
Abbott and Vanier teachers off to Tamil Nadu next 
February/March to follow-up on the implementation 
of ideas learned here in Montreal. 

Marguerite Corriveau, Communications Department 
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FRENCH DELEGATION  
 
Each year the Business Administration program’s 
French partners send delegations of faculty to meet 
with their students and build additional bridges with 
our Cégep. This year was no exception. The College 
welcomed delegates from French IUTs in Montbe-
liard, Belfort, and Cergy Pontoise.  
 
The largest visit came in May when a delegation of 
56 students, teachers and administrators from 
Montbeliard, France spent a day exchanging with 
Vanier faculty and students. The delegation was led 
by David Markezic, Directeur des Etudes at Montbe-
liard. The day’s activities included: presentations 
and an open forum on sustainability; an exchange 
of cultural, regional and national ideas; a music 
concert hosted by Vanier’s music department; an 
introduction to Canadian football, an activity led by 
Terry Meldrum.  
 
George Dracopoulos, 
International Business Exchange Coordinator 

QUFU DELEGATION 
Shandong Project  
 
In June, 2011, Vanier College was awarded fund-
ing for a two-year project with Qufu Normal Uni-
versity, Shandong Province, China by the Minis-
tère des Relations Internationales. John Abbott 
College is our partner in this project. The project 
focuses on pedagogical approaches to teach-
ing second languages. Best practices, the use of 
technology, and pedagogical tools will be 
shared by our teachers in discussions with Qufu.  
The first trip to China will be held in March, 2012. 
Vanier participants will be Shirley Zhu, Mandarin 
teacher, and Sanaa Rizk, French teacher.  
As part of our project with Qufu Normal Universi-
ty, the Vice President of Qufu Normal University, 
Mr. Donghua Ma, Vice President of Qufu Normal 
University and the Section Chief of International 
Exchange programs,   Mr. Xingchunlei, visited 
Vanier College in early December, 2011. During 
their visit, Willie Brown, Jennifer Mitchell, and Kev-
in Lenton gave presentations on active learning 
and student-centered learning.  

International Delegations  
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SOMECE CONFERENCE  
 
 In October 2010, Vanier teachers, Marielle Beauchemin, Rhys Adams and Kevin Lenton traveled to 
Monterrey, Mexico, to represent our College at the international SOMECE conference as part of a 2 
year collaborative project with the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico.   
 
The SOMECE (Simposio Internacional de Computacion en la Educacion) conference is a Mexican 
based international conference on the use of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) 
for pedagogy. The 2010 conference was the 26th edition and was held in Monterrey, Mexico.  
 
All three members of the Vanier delegation gave 
presentations to the other attendees at the confer-
ence. Physics teachers, Rhys Adams and Kevin Lenton 
gave presentations entitled: “The use of Webwork in 
the college Physics classroom” and “The use of videos, 
photos and animations for studying Physics”  Marielle 
Beauchemin presented on “The life cycle of a virtual 
community”. M. Beauchemin has been working on 
organizing online events for the integration of technol-
ogy in the classroom.  
 
The delegates returned from the  conference inspired 
to pursue and promote the effective use of ICT in the 
classroom. Their new practices will also be shared with 
Vanier colleagues. Hence, our colleagues (teachers and pedagogical researchers), Vanier Col-
lege, the CEGEP community and our students will benefit from their experience.  
 
Current students can also be proud in knowing that their feedback and experiences in ICT practic-
es was shared with others at the conference.  
 
The delegates  hope to pursue our dialogue with their friends in Mexico to enable new collabora-
tion between Vanier College and researchers from Mexico.  
 
Ultimately Vanier students are the winners. They see their teachers excited and refreshed by the 
global academic community; they experience cutting-edge technology and pedagogy; they real-
ize that learning is life-long!  
 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT WITH UNAM  

Collaborative Project with the UNAM  
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WEB CONFERENCE  
 

In May 2011 an online web conference was held at Vanier College, using the VIA program to com-
municate with faculty and administrators from UNAM. A teacher from Sept-Ile came online and 
demonstrated to the audience who were gathered in a lab at Vanier how online activities unfold. 
There was a long discussion that followed led by Enrique Ruiz Velasco. He shared with us his insight 
into ICT challenges an benefits. The conference was coordinated by the Project Coordinator, Mariel-
le Beauchemin and the International Education Office.  
 
Participants included 4 teachers who participated in the past 2 Vanier Delegations to SOMECE Con-
ferences in Mexico, as well as various Vanier staff and faculty why use ICT in the classroom or have 
done research on the topic.  We were also joined by a guest, Yunuen-Ixchel Guzmán Cedillo, a visit-
ing researcher at the University of Montreal, who met our Vanier teachers at the SOMECE confer-
ence this past October. 
 
The outcomes of the conference were very successful in that it allowed Vanier teachers to share 
knowledge and exchange information with each other as well as with educators from the UNAM us-
ing the medium of online web conferencing technology.  

Collaborative Project with the UNAM  
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CONFERENCES 

Conferences 

Judy Macdonald, India 
Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning  

 
"Vanier College, which currently shares distance learning materials with developing nations, hopes to 
send teachers and students on exchanges in India next year," states Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of 
Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Programs and International Programs at Vanier College. To 
lay the groundwork for future projects, she recently participated in the Sixth Pan-Commonwealth Forum 
on Open Learning, held in Kochi, India. 

The conference was sponsored by the Indira Gandhi Open University and the Commonwealth of Learn-
ing (COL), an intergovernmental organization that encourages sharing open learning/distance educa-
tion resources and technologies. COL also helps developing nations of the Commonwealth improve ac-
cess to quality education and training. 
 
Judy Macdonald also visited 2 universities, Teerhanker Mahaveer University in Morabad, and Man-
galayatan University in Aligarh. "We wanted to strengthen ties so that in 2012, one of Vanier's faculty 
members, Dr. Nathan Loewen, will be able to take a group of students to India to study several im-
portant Indian religions, including the Jain religion, Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism. We believe this kind of 
study experience abroad will have a very positive impact on Vanier students, themselves linked to many 
different cultures and religions." Vanier has now established partnerships with these universities so that 
projects of student and faculty mobility can be organized.  
 
Marguerite Corriveau, Communications Department 
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Melodie Hicks 
Association Québecoise Pédagog-
ique collégiale, AQPC 
 
On June 9th in Levis, Quebec, Melodie 
Hicks presented at the AQPC 2011 confer-
ence on the topic of teacher mobility. The 
presentation highlighted how the support 
for teacher mobility spearheads the inter-
nationalization of CEGEP programs. Melo-
die discussed how the development of a 
nursing exchange program with a nursing 
school in Malawi, Africa, is a direct result of 
the support provided by Cégep Internatio-
nale for teacher mobility. It was empa-
thised that not only does the individual 
teacher have the opportunity to expand 
their horizons but these experiences have 
a spin-off effect on the College, depart-
ment and students as well.  

Jennifer Joseph 
Cégep international, Formation sur la 
mobilité international 
 
On April 15th in Trois-Rivières, Jennifer Joseph 
discussed the procedures and processes 
used by the Vanier College International Ed-
ucation Office. She shared effective ways of 
preparing and implementing student and 
teacher mobility projects and the policies 
that Vanier College has used to ensure the 
safety and well-being of students and facul-
ty abroad. 
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The Language School’s full-time program continued to diversify – we welcomed students from Mali, 
Palestine, and the Ivory Coast during the Winter 2011 semester.   
 
In summer 2011, the Language School welcomed 15, 15-17 year old students from Cuernavaca, 
Mexico who studied English at the Language School and human relations with their own teacher, 
who is accompanying them.  These young students learned to travel on their own in Montreal’s 
metro system and have been learning how to be independent, language learners while they are 
here.  Each week, their teachers organize afternoon activities to encourage them to practice their 
new language skills together. 
 
Hosting this group of students has opened a door for Vanier College students to travel to Cuerna-
vaca to learn Spanish in one Mexico’s most beautiful cities.  Details about this trip will be posted on 
the International Education website. 

VANIER COLLEGE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

Language School 

CONVERSATION PARTNERS 
 
Our popular conversation partners program is back for the Winter 2012 semester. We’re looking for more 
conversation partners to help our language school students practice their English oral skills. Conversations 
are held Monday to Friday from 1-2pm and 5-6pm. If you would  be available for one or more of these ses-
sions, come by our office in B228 or email Sonia Husseindjian at husseins@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
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DANISH HOMESTAY 
 
In April 2011, the Language School welcomed back a group of 15 students from a German school, 
located in Denmark, to spend a month at Vanier perfecting their English and learning about the 
Canadian political system.  The students received an intensive introduction about our multicultural 
city and participated in many interesting walking tours of unique neighbourhoods including the 
Plateau, Mile-end, Downtown, Old-Montreal and the Old Port.  They also traveled to Ottawa and 
Quebec City. 
 
The program was enhanced by the enthusiastic participation of Vanier students and staff, who 
hosted our guests in their homes. The International Education Office and the Language School 
would like to thank all of the host families who welcomed a student in their home for the month of 
April.  The program would not have been as memorable without you! 
 
We are looking forward to receiving another group of Danish and German students in April 2012.  If 
you missed out on being a host family last year, here is your opportunity!  Once again, the students 
will stay for the month of April and our host families will receive financial compensation  
 
Chris Hall 
Coordinator, Vanier College Language School 

DANISH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Language School 
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SHIRLEY ZHU, CHINA  
 
In January 2011, Xiaoyang Zhu traveled to Jilin University in Changchun, China, to learn about different 
Mandarin teaching methods for second-language speakers.  Currently, 4 Cégeps in Québec offer credit-
ed Chinese courses to students, and Vanier College has only recently added a beginner’s Mandarin 
course to the Modern Languages curriculum. Mandarin is a challenging language to learn because of 
the different tones, pronunciation, and characters. Xiaoyang has determined unique ways of teaching 
Mandarin to her students which includes integrating a cultural dimension into the classroom which she 
shared with her counterparts at Jilin University. One of the elements she has incorporated into her curricu-
lum is online phonetic and writing tools adapted to meet student needs including visual and technologi-
cal aids in the classroom, and innovative teaching methods such as music scales for Mandarin tone drills. 
She also organizes activities and seminars with cultural components such as Chinese calligraphy, history 
and music. 
 
In the upcoming year, Shirley will also be taking part in our Shandong project. This collaborative two-year 
training project involves a partnership between Qufu Normal University in Shandong, Vanier College and 
John Abbott College. The project aims to strengthen second-language teaching approaches and strat-
egies in French, English, and Mandarin by sharing teaching tools and exchanging best practices. In par-
ticular, the use of technology in further developing teaching approaches will be prioritized. In March 
2012, Shirley  will be traveling to Qufu Normal University along with Sanaa Risk from our French depart-
ment and Michele Trepanier from John Abbott.  
 
Furthermore, in June 2012,  Shirley will be taking a group of students on a cultural visit of China. During this 
16-day trip, the group will travel to Beijing, the capital, Qufu, the birth place of Confucius, and Shanghai, 
the biggest city in China.  Activities include visiting historical and cultural sites, observing and experienc-
ing life in China and communicating with students from our partner university. The students will get to 
learn about the Chinese language, history, philosophy, arts, food and society. They will be able to under-
stand the differences between Eastern and Western Cultures. 

STAFF AND FACULTY MOBILITY  

Staff and Faculty Mobility  
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KEVIN LENTON, INDIA 
Collaborative Project with John Abbott College  
 
The state government of Tamil Nadu, India is in the process of reforming their education system by mak-
ing their pedagogy more student-centered, a subject in which Cégeps have significant expertise. 
 
The polytechnics in Tamil Nadu established collaboration between Canada and India concentrating on 
the implementation of student-centered learning  at the college level. 
I was privileged to represent Vanier College by giving a series of workshops on problem-based learning to 
Indian polytechnic teachers in Chennai, Tamil Nadu at the beginning of March, 2011. My colleagues 
from John Abbott College gave workshops on Assessment and Peer Instruction. The workshops ran from 
9:30am-4:30 pm Monday to Friday. 
 
The workshops were given at two polytechnics in Chennai. We were given a warm welcome by our Indi-
an hosts including students lining the entrance to the polytechnics, and a ceremony in which we were 
given flower garlands and bindis (dots on the forehead). After introductions, we went straight to work 
getting to know the participants and looking at expectations of the education system from different 
points of view, e.g. by student, teachers, industry. 
 
In general, I found that our Indian colleagues and ourselves are asking the same questions and finding 
the same solutions about making our pedagogy more student-centered. Our Indian colleagues were 
very open to new ideas, and came up with interesting and creative problems to solve. One participant 
described me as the Creator and Destroyer of Problems which I am adopting as my moniker! 
 
 We met the Commissioner of Education and the Secretary to the Minister of Higher Education for the 
State of Tamil Nadu. Both were very interested in what we presented, and keen to implement student-
centered learning. 
 
This was Phase I of the project. In Phase II,  Indian teachers will come to visit our colleges in September, 
2011. For Phase III other Cégep teachers will travel again to Tamil Nadu for more training sessions.  
 
Our hosts looked after us very well with trips to temples carved out of stone, and even a cobra venom 
milking demonstration, and, of course,  flavorful curries. Overall, this was  a wonderful but intense intro-
duction to India! 
 
 Kevin Lenton, Physics Department 

Staff and Faculty Mobility  
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NATHAN LOEWEN, INDIA 
 
Nathan visited Mangalayatan University (MU) and Teerthanker Mahaveer University (TMU) in June 2011. 
The primary objective was to discuss implementation of Vanier's Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with each. An in-depth study of IT-implementation was a second objective. While in Delhi, Nathan ar-
ranged for personal interviews with professors of international studies from Jawaharlal Nehru University 
and Delhi University. Nathan also included brief stops at 2 Jain vidyapeeths in Varanasi and an NGO 
called BJS-EDUQIP. The former are examples of higher education that existed prior to British colonialism; 
they are excellent comparisons to MU and TMU. The latter is a Pune based NGO whose objective is to 
improve delivery and quality of teaching in India's schools. Pune currently operates in 22 states. In sum, 
Nathan's visits furthered Vanier's strategic objective of internationalization and they gave an excellent 
perspective on higher education in India.  

 

MICHEL PAQUETTE, GREECE 
 
Dr. Michel Paquette of the Computer Science Technology de-
partment traveled to Greece from May 30 to June 19, 2011 on a 
teacher mobility grant. During his stay, he collaborated on cut-
ting-edge research in the field of distributed computer systems. 
This research on the "Black Hole Search" problem in networks has 
led to new findings to be published in an international journal. 
Moreover, this experience has allowed him to establish strong 
links with both Dr. Euripides Markou - the visited researcher - and 
his institute. On an institutional level, a proposal for an exchange 
program has been submitted to the Governing Board of the Uni-
versity of Central Greece, in hope for students from Vanier and 
from the University of Central Greece to live mind-opening cul-
tural exchange experiences. On a professional level, Michel has 
given strong impressions of his work and quality as a researcher 
by giving presentations on past research both at the University of Central Greece in Lamia and at the Na-
tional Technical University of Athens. On a personal level he has learned much about the Greek culture, 
the language, as well as the Greek approach to education and research. 
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CHRIS HALL, CHINA 
Vanier College participates in an official delegation to Shandong Province in China.  
  
Vanier College joined representatives from 3 other Montreal Cégeps on a delegation to China from 
October 9 to 18, 2011. While there, the delegation had a productive schedule. They met with repre-
sentatives from Quebec at the Canadian Embassy, traveled to 5 colleges and 1 university in Shandong 
Province, and participated in the China Education Association for International Exchange Conference 
in Beijing. 
  
The delegation was organized by Cégep Marie-Victorin as a follow-up visit to a Chinese delegation 
we received last year.  Several Montreal Cégeps welcomed groups of leaders from Chinese Colleges 
who traveled to Montreal to help strengthen their leadership abilities through discussion, seminars and 
observation.   
  
While in China, Chris Hall, Coordinator of the Vanier College Language School, was able to present 
Vanier’s technical programs to Chinese college administration and faculty to develop opportunities 
for teacher and student exchanges, internships, and other collaborative ventures.  He also promoted 
Language School programs with the goal of attracting Chinese students to study English and French at 
Vanier.   
  
At the meeting with Qufu Normal University, located in the city of Qufu, the birthplace of Confucius, 
Vanier presented a letter of intent that allows the College to move forward with an exciting teacher 
exchange project.  This project with Qufu Normal University is supported by the Province of Quebec’s 
Ministere des relations Internationales (MRI) and falls under the Quebec-Shandong Entente.  This Pro-
vincial agreement encourages institutions in Quebec and Shandong to develop partnerships.  The MRI 
grant allows second language teachers from Vanier College and John Abbott College to travel to 
Qufu to spend two weeks learning about how Chinese teachers use technology in second language 
teaching.  Vanier and John Abbott will then receive teachers from Qufu.  
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS 

 

EXEMPTION DES DROITS DE SCOLARITE MAJORE 
POUR LES ETUDIANTS ETRANGERS:   

This award offers fee waivers to international students in tech-
nology programs. This year, six students were granted this 
award by Cégep International: Ha My Pham, Theara Ly, Ja-
mila Abbadi, Bertha del Milagro Zapata Silva, Mary Joyce 
Ruiz, Thi Hoa Hoang. 

BOURSE D’EXCELLENCE: 

This scholarship grants international students with above-
average grades $15, 000 and a fee waiver for one year. This 
year’s winners are Tien Dat Le from Vietnam and Nadejda 
Buzdugan from Moldovia. 

BOURSE DE COURT SEJOURS:   

This bursary funds Quebec students hoping to complete part 
of their Cégep studies outside of Canada. Eight students from 
the Business Administration program completed a stage in 
Montbéliard and Paris and were funded by this program and 
by the Office franco-québecois pour la jeunesse: Vanessa 
Aviles, Andrei Enuta, Michael Proscino, Claude Scotti, Sandra 
Demaine, and Marta Ruivo. 

OFFICE QUEBEC-MONDE POUR LA JEUNESSE: 

This office offers funding for credited projects abroad. This 
year four Nursing students were partly funded for their stages 
in Malawi with this program: Jennifer Shalala, Shane Ward, 
Melanie Fredovitch, and Kelly Constable. 

VCSA & VANIER FOUNDATION: 

The International Education Office has collaborated with both 
these offices with the intention to regularize student funding. 
This year, more than 45 students were supported by these two 
sources for study abroad projects.) 

For more information, please see Jennifer Joseph in B-228C 

Photos: Nadejda Budzugan (Top) 
Tien Dat Le (Center) 
Ha My Pham (Bottom 
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NEW PARTNERSHIPS 

In 2010 – 2011, Vanier established 6 new partnerships.  These partnerships are important as they are the 
foundation for future faculty and student mobility projects. For example, the Language School already 
has welcomed 16 students from Monterrey Tec  in Cuernavaca to study English in the summer of 2011.  
 
RUSSIA 
The Institute of Russian Language and Culture of St-Petersburg State University, St-Petersburg (photo, 
bottom) 
 
MEXICO 
Tecnológico de Monterrey, Campus Cuernavaca, Monterrey (photo, top left) 
 
INDIA 
International School for Jain Studies, New Delhi 
Mangalayatan University, Aligarh (photo, top right) 
Teerthanker Mahaveer University, Moradabad 
 
BELGIUM 
Haute École de la Province de Liège 

New Partnerships 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CDwQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.itesm.edu%2F&rct=j&q=Tecnologico%20de%20Monterrey%2C%20Campus%20Cuernavaca&ei=pjhHTdDJAYG0lQfzjq0r&usg=AFQjCNEFXyt5hdcYSmA0okyWvkvjQzs4Pg&sig2=SQGKaPkIGAgxCE4Ht2oJUw&cad=rja�
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SILENT AUCTION WINE AND CHEESE FUNDRAISER 
 

On February 28, 2011, the International Education Department hosted a silent auction to raise money for 
our various projects. The boardroom was beautifully set up with gifts, pictures and artifacts generously do-
nated by faculty and staff. Outside, in the Carrefour, students from various study trips were also fundrais-
ing, all the while promoting their projects. 
 
Thanks to the Music Department, which organized their jazz musicians for the evening’s pleasure, the am-
biance was very lively and Jonathan Goldman did a fantastic job as the MC. People placed their bids 
and enjoyed the specialty wine donated by the SAQ. In honor of this, Barry Benton, of the Chemistry De-
partment, took this opportunity to talk about wine and wine tasting. Special thanks to Johanna Cosentino 
for her various contributions to the evening’s success, including providing delicious cheese and a variety 
of wine. Also, a  big thank you to our colleagues in The Learning Centre and in particular Pam Espinosa. 
 
This event was so successful, raising upwards of $7000, that we’ve decided to hold another silent auction! 
This year, we will hold our silent auction on March 29, 2012. If you would like to sign up for our organization 
committee or if you have anything you’d like to donate, please contact Sonia Husseindjian at hus-
seins@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

SILENT AUCTION 

Thank you to all of our supporters!  

Silent Auction 
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I hope you have enjoyed our 2010 – 2011 International Education at Vanier College 
bulletin.  The last academic year included many activities that helped internationalize 
our campus; the activities of A11 continued to help the College fulfill the goal of the 
Strategic Plan to establish an international presence at Vanier.  
 
Numerous teachers, as you have read, have undertaken international education pro-
jects. In the past academic year, Vanier was awarded the greatest number of Faculty 
Mobility grants to date. George Dracopolous, Shirley Zhu, Melodie Hicks, Nathan Loe-
wen, and Michel Paquette all traveled to destinations abroad to deepen their profes-
sional expertise as well as to advance international education projects. Kevin Lenton 

and Rhys Adams had the opportunity to provide training as part of Vanier’s collaborative project with our 
partner, John Abbott College.  
 
As you have seen, study abroad projects have provided opportunities for Vanier students to acquire intercul-
tural skills and competencies.  In 2010 – 2011, students participated in Business Administration stages in France, 
the Musical Exchange in Denmark, the Malawi Study Program focused on issues related to access to safe and 
sustainable water, the Malawi Nursing Exchange, the Nicaragua Study Project, the Russian Language Ex-
change and the Berlin and Prague Cultural Trip. Orientation workshops were held to maximize learning. On 
their return, students shared their new perspectives with their fellow students.  
 
Community outreach is always important to International Education and we want to thank our many friends 
within the College for their support, especially the Director General, Gilbert Héroux and our Academic Dean, 
Martine Gauthier,  and  the faculty deans, Michael Sendbuehler, Odette Côté and Eric Lozowy.  In addition,  
the Communications Department has been unfailingly helpful on countless occasions. The Pedagogical De-
velopment Office has also supported us in all our endeavours, which we greatly appreciate.  We want to give 
thanks to the Vanier Foundation and specifically Silvana Cannatelli as well as the VCSA, who has been a 
great supporter of our  fundraising activities.  
 
At the same time, we want to thank our many external partners, particularly the Ministère des Relations inter-
nationales, Cégep international and LOJIQ, for their assistance. Special thanks go to International Education’s 
travel agent, Brenda Pinsky of Garth Allen Marksted Travel, whose comprehensive services help us ensure the 
safety and well-being of our students, faculty and staff who travel abroad. We appreciate the generous 
funding of  Canada-Quebec Entente which permitted the renovations that have allowed us to provide more 
effective services.  
 
We welcome you to  share your ideas about international projects you would like to implement in 2012.  
 
 
Judy Macdonald 
Coordinator, Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Programs 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 



 
 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
 
Judy Macdonald, Coordinator, Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Pro-
grams 
 
International Education     Language School 
Jennifer Joseph,  Coordinator    Chris Hall, Coordinator 
Sonia Husseindjian , Officer    Rose Ferrera, Reception 
        Tommy Diamantakos, Reception 
 
 
Stay tuned for our next issue of our newsletter in the meantime, come visit our offic-
es in B-228. You can check out our newly redesigned website thanks to Haritos Ka-
vallos : 

www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education 
 
 
Don’t forget to Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter: 
 
          facebook.com/vanierintl 
 
               @vanierintl 
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