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GOALS OF INTERNATIONAL  

EDUCATION  
 

As I often respond when I am asked what 

makes Vanier College unique, and despite 

the fact that I do have a good choice of 

answers, the one that always comes to my 

mind first is the exceptional and rich diver-

sity of our student body. I am therefore very pleased to 

have been asked to address the question of where Vanier 

is headed in terms of international education. I believe that 

as a college we should help our students become global 

leaders. Our world is too interconnected and the need is 

too great for us to shy away from this responsibility.  

 

Vanier’s new Strategic Plan 2008 – 2013 endorses a 

strong international presence at the College. In fact, Goal 8 

calls for Vanier to “foster in its students a passion for 

global perspectives and provide them with the skills to en-

able them to work in an ever-changing international com-

munity.” To achieve this goal, the College envisions various 

strategies and actions. As an example, we are committed 

to the integration of an international and intercultural di-

mension into our programs, ie., how can the process of 

knowledge transfer taking place in our classrooms be en-

riched by focusing on the applicability of that knowledge on 

a global scale. Another specific strategy involves the 

greater implication of students in international internships 

and I personally hope that in the future more students will 

be presented with opportunities where they can learn first-

hand about global issues. 

 

The Strategic Plan also calls upon the International Educa-

tion Office to encourage new projects which meet the crite-

ria of Vanier’s policy, “International Cooperation, Ex-

changes and Training.” Vanier will only gain if its faculty 

and staff are working with international partners in training 

projects. Vanier’s Language School is a dynamic example 

of what can be accomplished in the provision of second 

language teaching. Skills and a spirit of solidarity are pro-

duced with such involvement and my hope is that Vanier’s 

expertise in a number of other domains will be shared on 

the international scene.  

 

Another goal to which the College is committed is to wel-

come and support the international students who have 

chosen to study with us.  They have expressed their appre-

ciation of the openness of the Vanier community; it is on 

this strong foundation of tolerance and acceptance that I 

trust that the International  Education Office, working with 

its many internal and external partners, will build a strong 

and positive international presence for Vanier College.  

Gilbert Héroux  

Director General  

ACTIVITIES IN 2008-2009 
 

The International Education Office 

has had an exciting year, full of 

achievements.  

 

Through the enthusiastic support 

of students, staff and faculty, we 

have engaged the Vanier community in several suc-

cessful events and activities.  Many of these activi-

ties have been undertaken in the framework of our 

two CIDA sponsored public engagement projects: 

“Vanier AIDS Action in Africa” and “Vanier Education 

for All”. Both projects are aimed at increasing aware-

ness among students of international development 

issues and the Millennium Development Goals. The 

projects have also given us the opportunity to ex-

pand our reach and work with staff and faculty from 

various academic departments as well as local Mont-

real high schools.  

 

We have also been involved in supporting student 

mobility. With the help of funding provided by Cégep 

international, eight Business Administration students 

are completing internships in France this spring and 

one Computer Science student has studied in France 

during the winter semester. The Business Admini-

stration exchange program has been supported with 

students from France welcomed as they come to 

Montreal to work or study at Vanier. We have encour-

aged student trips, for example, the Liberal Arts and 

Honours Science trip to New York.  

 

Faculty and staff mobility is also a priority for Interna-

tional Education. Funding from Cégep international 

has permitted exploratory missions to Mexico and 

France this year, and, by means of the Faculty Mobil-

ity Program, two nursing teachers will teach and 

study in Malawi in August, 2009. We are hopeful that 

eventually Vanier Nursing students will have the op-

portunity to carry out internships in Malawi.  

 

Our International Education website is constantly 

updated. Hundreds of visitors have viewed our Video 

of the Week, read the stories and journals of Malawi 

trip participants and learned about international op-

portunities.  

 

These many projects would not have been possible 

without the support of the Academic Dean, John 

McMahon, and the Director General, Gilbert Héroux, 

as well as the active collaboration of the Vanier com-

munity.   

 

Judy Macdonald 

Coordinator, Learning Enrichment and Support Ser-

vices for Programs 
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Vanier AIDS Action in Africa* aims to empower students to be 

aware of, and involved in, the developmental issues Canada 

supports. Specifically, it focuses on the 

HIV/AIDS pandemic with emphasis on 

how it affects sub-Saharan Africa, par-

ticularly women. The goal of the pro-

ject is to inspire students to offer sus-

tained support and take action per-

taining to Canada’s participation in its 

combat against this pandemic.  

VANIER AIDS ACTION IN AFRICA  

SCHOOL OUTREACH  
Throughout the year, student leaders from the Malawi Study Trip, 

2008 have been going out to local elementary and secondary schools 

making presentations.  They have been sharing  their experiences in 

Malawi and informing students about the effects of the HIV/AIDS epi-

demic in sub–Saharan Africa. More than 25 presentations have been 

made. As a result, hundreds of youth have become aware of the chal-

lenges posed by HIV/AIDS and how they can make a difference in 

their communities and in the world.   

FARHA ÇA MARCHE  
Students took to the streets of Montreal in September, 2008 carrying 

the Vanier College banner with pride and enthusiasm. The sun shone 

brightly on the Vanier group, which was made up of more than 35 peo-

ple including Nursing students and faculty, the International Educa-

tion Office, and their friends and family members. [The Farha Founda-

tion’s Walk for Life is an annual event here in Montreal that raises 

awareness and money for HIV and AIDS in Quebec. ] 

Jayner Madrid and Tiffany Pontes, participants of the 2008 Malawi Study trip 

pose with students during a presentation at Herzliah Snowdon, a local school. 
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VANIER AIDS ACTION IN AFRICA  

*This project was undertaken 

with the financial support of the 

Government of Canada provided 

through the Canadian Interna-

tional Development Agency 

(CIDA)   

AIDS ESSAY COMPETITION  
In winter, 2009, an Essay Competition was held with the 

topic, “How can Canadian youth get involved in the 

global campaign against HIV/AIDS?” Over 65 excellent 

submissions were received and prizes were awarded to 

the winners.  

CANFAR DRIVE 
A successful fundraiser was held for the Canadian Foun-

dation for AIDS Research (CANFAR).  During the week 

before Spring Break, packages including safe sex infor-

mation and condoms were distributed in an effort to 

make students more aware of safe sex practices.   

Alexandra Abrol, a participant of the 2008 

Malawi Trip distributing CANFAR packages.  

Melanie Hadida, Vanier AIDS Action in Africa Interna-

tional Projects Officer, with the three winners of the 

AIDS Essay Competition.  
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AIDS DAY CONFERENCE 
On December 1st, 2008, Vanier College commemorated 

World AIDS Day by hosting a conference with the theme 

“Youth as Leaders.” The conference brought together 

Vanier College students, staff and faculty from various 

departments to learn about the issues affected by the 

AIDS epidemic both locally and globally. Moreover, stu-

dents were able to hear and learn from four inspirational 

youth leaders to gain a better understanding of HIV/AIDS.  



PUBLIC AWARENESS WEEK  
As part of our effort to reach out to the Vanier College com-

munity, the International Education office organized an Edu-

cation for All week. Some highlights included a photography 

exhibit of Vanier College’s staff and faculty members’ experi-

ences abroad, a Halloween Scary Facts contest, various work-

shops and activities, and the launch of a Book Drive.  
 

 

EDUCATION FOR ALL CONFERENCE 
The Education for All Conference highlighted 4 highly 

enthusiastic and inspirational speakers: 

 

Wanda Bédard from 60 Million Girls emphasized the 

importance of educating girls and how education can 

transform their lives. 

 

Michelle Manks from WUSC stressed the importance  

of youth commitment to UPE  

 

Glynis Williams from Actions Refugiés Montréal spoke about how improving ac-

cess to education in refugee camps is a critical priority in order to achieve UPE. 

This session was co-sponsored by the IB Department.  

 

Sharon Peters from Teachers without Borders emphasized on the importance 

of teachers taking action to achieve UPE.  

Vanier’s Education for All project* focuses on the need for universal pri-

mary education in sub-Saharan Africa with particular emphasis on the inac-

cessibility of education for girls. Throughout the year, various activities 

have been implemented to create awareness of this important issue 

among  students, staff and faculty within the College.  In June, 2009, 

seven student leaders and 3 staff members will be travelling to Malawi, 

Africa as part of the Malawi Study Trip in order to learn about the issues 

surrounding education in this African country.  

VANIER EDUCATION FOR ALL  
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Students participating in the Malawi Study Trip 2009 with Education for All International Pro-

jects Officer, Alex Borja.  

MALAWI STUDY TRIP 
In November, after reviewing numerous interesting applications, a group of 

student leaders were selected to  participate in the 2009 Malawi Study Trip In 

the summer of 2009, these students will travel to Malawi, Africa and will focus 

on the need for universal primary education in sub–Saharan Africa; they  will 

visit primary and secondary schools and offer support in classroom settings. 

Moreover, they will learn about the strengths and challenges of the Malawian 

schooling system, as well as the particular impor-

tance of gender issues with respect to education. 

Upon their return, they will create awareness about 

the necessity for universal primary education as they 

share their experiences by giving presentations to 

students at local high schools and colleges.  

Throughout the year, the students have been attend-

ing workshops and information sessions in order to 

prepare for this exciting experience.  

WINE AND CHEESE  
An evening of music and 

relaxation benefitting the 

Malawi Study Trip was 

held on March 11th. 

Those attending were 

able to meet the Malawi 

Study Trip participants 

from both years.  

*This project is undertaken 

with the financial support of 

the Government of Canada 

provided through the Cana-

dian International Develop-

ment Agency (CIDA)   

VANIER EDUCATION FOR ALL  
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DANISH/GERMAN VISIT - A GREAT SUCCESS FOR 

VANIER COLLEGE >> by Chris Hall 

For the second time in two years, Vanier College had to say adieu 

to a group of Danish and German students who had spent a 

month at the College. The students, who came from Deutsches 

Gymnasium für Nordschleswig, a school in Denmark near the Ger-

man border, were here to learn and to experience Vanier’s rich 

multiculturalism. 

The 17 enthusiastic students studied in a specially designed Eng-

lish course in the mornings; the course focused on Canadian iden-

tity. In the afternoons, half of the students studied French and the 

other half studied the History of Canadian music.  

Several departments and organizations warmly welcomed the stu-

dents and helped  integrate them into College life. The Vanier Col-

lege Students’ Association threw the students a fantastic party 

that began with a wide assortment of typical Montreal foods and 

ended with games of “Lasertag” in downtown Montreal. The 

French Department invited the students into their classes to pro-

vide the Danish-German students with an opportunity to practise 

their French and the Modern Language students a chance to 

practise their German. The Danish- German students were given 

strict instructions not to speak English when they visited the Ger-

man classes! 

The key factor that helped the students integrate into College life 

was Vanier Homestay. The Europeans lived with families of Vanier 

students who had offered their homes for the month.  The Home-

stay program offered the Danish and German students who come 

from very homogenous communities, a unique opportunity to get 

to know a different culture and way of life.  The Vanier students 

and families had the opportunity to get involved and make lasting 

friendships with Europeans. 

Vanier is already looking forward to welcoming the next group in 

2011! 
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http://www.deutschesgym.dk/
http://www.deutschesgym.dk/
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A CONTINUING SUCCESS >> by Chris Hall 

  

  

The Language School at Vanier College continues to 

expand its course offerings in order to meet the 

needs of both international and local students who 

wish to study English and French.  

  

This past semester, the Language School was able to 

schedule Academic Writing Skills courses to help 

students be accepted to Vanier College. International 

students, who were already studying English full-time 

at the Language School, were able to take additional 

courses to prepare them for Vanier College’s lan-

guage proficiency test. In the past, English teachers 

have commented on how well prepared students 

who take this course are.  

  

Minh and Tam, two students from Vietnam who ar-

rived in Canada in January 2009, have taken 20 

weeks of intensive English combined with Academic 

Writing courses and were both accepted to the Col-

lege in Accounting and Commerce respectively. They 

must now learn French at the Language School this 

summer  in order to prepare for the College level 

French courses. We know that they will work very 

hard and we are pleased to be lending a helping 

hand in shaping their future careers.  
  

THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 



STAFF AND FACULTY MOBILITY  

CHARLOTTE MARCELLA,  A VANIER COLLEGE TEACHER IN KENYA >> by Charlotte Marcella 

BIOTERRA UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 
The Director General of Vanier College, Gilbert Héroux, attended a conference 

at the Bioterra University in Bucharest from the 25th–28th March. The theme 

of the conference was “Global Strategies in Agriculture, Agritourism, Nutrition 

and Environmental Protection.” He spoke about the importance of technical 

and vocational education in a global economy. He addressed the important 

role that cégeps play in allowing the development of technical and vocational 

skills that are crucial for local and international businesses and are key to de-

veloping an innovative and entrepreneurial mindset amongst the population.  

DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS: VANIER COLLEGE WITH IUTs IN FRANCE 

>> by George Dracopoulos  

During the month of May, I travelled to France along with my colleague, from 

Business Administration, Claude Beausoleil. Our primary goals were to expand 

our already extensive links with IUTs in France as well as with local companies.  

A visit in 2007 led directly to agreements between Vanier College and the IUTs 

of Belfort, Montbeliard and Cergy Pontoise. Eventually this exposure led to an 

additional exchange protocol with the IUT of Nice. This latest visit has set the 

foundation for a new deal with the IUT of Troyes and has also provided us with 

first-hand, on-site knowledge of the internship/stage system in France. The 

final component of our mission was to promote Businesses Administration’s 

latest project to welcome 25-30 exchange students in a full-time program at 

Vanier in 2010. In the fall of 2009, six full time students from France will join 

thirty-two part-time students from France in regular classes at Vanier. 

REDUCING FOOD INSECURITY >> by Ricardo Duenez  

In 2008, seven NGOs formed a consortium and prepared a $75 million pro-

posal aimed at “reducing food insecurity among vulnerable households and 

communities in rural Malawi.”  My dual role as natural resource management 

specialist was to  help promote and provide best practices for soil/water con-

servation activities for the consortium and to provide input into Africare’s irriga-

tion potential in southern Malawi.  A watershed collects and channels water, 

making life possible downstream.  Keeping watershed soils in place, storing 

water underground, and sharing resources with nature are all basic means of 

enhancing a community’s agro-ecological – and livelihood – potential.  
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George Dracopoulos, Thiery Plumey and 3 of 

his students, from the IUT of Troyes that will 

be attending classes at Vanier in the F2009 

semester. 



STAFF AND FACULTY MOBILITY  

FACULTY MOBILITY GRANT >> by Melodie Hicks  

Melodie Hicks and Michelina Catallozzi from the Nursing Department have re-

ceived an award of $3,000 each from Cégep International. This August, they will 

be spending two weeks working with the nursing faculty at Kamuzu College of 

Nursing in Malawi. They will be participating in workshops, sharing ideas and 

learning about nursing education and practice in Malawi. Their hope is to create 

international linkages between Kamuzu College of Nursing, University of Malawi 

and Vanier College for future projects involving both faculty and students. 

TRIP TO MEXICO FOR CONAHEC 
Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Pro-

grams, participated in the 12th annual North American Conference on Higher Edu-

cation (CONAHEC) October 8-10, 2008 in Monterrey, Mexico. The Quebec delega-

tion was composed of Maurice Senneville, Academic Dean, Bois-de-Boulogne; Anne 

Gourde, Pedagogical Counsellor, Maisonneuve; and Judy Macdonald. The theme of 

the session was,” Preparing Youth for Work in an International and Multicultural 

World: the Experience of the Cégeps in Quebec”. This delegation and session had 

been organized by Cégep international.  

Charlotte Marcella (Early Childhood Education) has been a 

volunteer with Suitcases for Africa, an NGO that raises funds 

to support orphans and vulnerable children in western 

Kenya. She took a leave of absence in the H'09 semester to 

visit projects in Kenya and to help locals develop self-

sustaining projects that SFA would support in the future. 

When Charlotte had free time (about two days per week), she 

spent it in a home for abandoned children where she helped 

to care for and set up educational programs for 85 children. 

Charlotte hopes to return to Kakamega in January, 2010, 

hopefully with some Vanier students who would complete 

their final ECE stage in Kakamega. Charlotte has also been 

given an acre of land on which she hopes to build a small 

home for six orphans and one house mother in the Emalindi 

area, perhaps with Vanier architecture technology students 

as the designers. 

BUY-A-NET >> by Melodie Hicks   
Buy-A-Net is a non-profit organization run by volunteer Canadian nurses. It is endorsed by the Canadian 

Nursing Association and has representatives in provinces all across Canada. Melodie Hicks and Mich-

elina Catallozzi, from the Vanier Nursing Department, are the Quebec ambassadors for Buy-A-Net.  

Eighty-three people attended the Buy-A-Net Fundraising Dinner held to celebrate World Malaria Day and 

raise money and awareness for Malaria prevention. Eight nursing students have been busy spreading 

awareness about malaria and collecting funds. Their presence and assistance at the dinner helped make it the suc-

cess that it was! These students  they have managed to raise over one thousand dollars.  We have been so proud of 

the work they have done and the commitment they all made to the cause!  
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CAPTURING THE MOMENTS  
This summer, Dale Robinson will be travelling to Malawi to participate in the 2009 Ma-

lawi Study Trip. Dale will put his creative photography skills to use as the official trip pho-

tographer. With Dale’s help, the group will create a documentary presenting the many 

experiences and lessons learned on the trip.  



STUDENT MOBILITY  

SEBASTIEN DALGO >> France, IUT Bourgen– Bress, Computer Science 

Bourse de Cégep international and the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport 

“I never imagined that I was going to spend my last semester of cégep miles away 

from home. The students here were very friendly and brought lots of joy to this place. 

Teachers always took the time to explain certain aspects of the French culture. I re-

cently started a stage at “La Prefecture”, which is in charge of public services for the 

citizens of its department. Even though my first few weeks were hard, I wouldn’t want 

to be anywhere else. Everyone should experience what I have. And with a little help 

and determination, anything is possible.” 

THANH PHUONG TRINH >> Vanier College, Nursing 

Bourse de Cégep international and the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport  

“What I like the most about studying nursing at Vanier is that we have an incredible lab 

where I learn new techniques and  practise whenever the lab is free. The teachers are 

great and very helpful.  In addition, I love going to clinical, such as the hospital, where I 

work with real patients. This is where notes and lessons become reality. I was worried 

that I might not complete the course because I did not have enough money to pay for 

the school fees. However, with help from members of the International Education Of-

fice, Judy, Alex and Melanie, Nursing coordinator Rivka, and nursing teachers, I was 

given a lifeline, receiving this funding which will help me to complete the program, 

graduate and become a nurse, a goal I have wanted to achieve since I was little.”  

ILYA NADUEV >> Vanier College, Computer Science 

Bourse de Cégep international and the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport 

“Since I am an international student, I used to think a lot about the international fees I 

had to pay every semester. To ensure I had the money needed for education, I had to 

combine studying and work, which took a lot of time and energy, and had negative 

impacts on my studies.  Fortunately, thanks to Louise Gauthier, Computer Science 

Technology coordinator, as well as Alex Borja and Melanie Hadida, members of the 

International Education Office, I received the “Exemption des droits de scolarité pour 

étudiants étrangers” award, which will now help me successfully graduate, and thus 

bring me one step closer to achieving my life goals.”   

CÉGEP INTERNATIONAL  
Cégep international, with funding from the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport, has made 

scholarships and bursaries to Québec cégeps available for student mobility. The funding allows us to 

pursue our goals of encouraging student mobility through internships abroad and to financially by help-

ing international students coming to study at our institution.  Winners from 2008-2009 include:  

 

Congratulations…  
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STUDENT MOBILITY  

COLIN FAIRBANK >> Senegal, Fondation Paul Gérin Lajoie   

Québec Sans Frontières , Ministère des Relations Internationales du Québec  

“Working under the direction of the Fondation Paul Gérin-Lajoie for two and a half months, our 10-

member team will be assisting in community development in the city of Saint-Louis, on the northern 

coast of Senegal. I hope to acquire new personal and professional competencies as well as a better 

understanding of the common ties which unite people from countries as far apart as Canada and 

Senegal.”  

NATALIA ROMERO >> Peru 

World University Services Canada (WUSC)  

“My name is Natalia Romero and I love to learn from the people that survive in difficult conditions be-

cause I know that most of them are very rich in values and experience. This year, I was chosen to dem-

onstrate my commitment to international development and public engagement by conducting studies on 

water issues in Peru.”  

STUDENT CLASSROOM EXCHANGES  
Business Administration has two separate student exchange 

programs. We have worked in partnership with Cégep André- 

Laurendeau to develop a bilingual program which enables 

students from France to complete half of their course in 

French and the other half in English at Vanier. In addition, 

we have developed a full-time program which enables us to 

integrate students into Vanier College classes exclusively. 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION EXCHANGES >> by George Dracopoulos  

We are proud of the work that has been accomplished in the area of  International 

Education. As we enter our fifth year we pause to appreciate some of the mile-

stones from the various growing programs that we run: 

 

Over 150 French Students integrated into Vanier Classes since 2005 

18 Vanier students completing internships in France since 2007 

Over 20 French Interns hosted by local companies since 2007 

Looking Forward: Goal of 20-30 additional full-time students in A2010 

STUDENT INTERNSHIP/STAGE EXCHANGES  
This year, eight students from Business Administration are completing internships 

in Belfort, Montbeliard, Paris and Nice: Rosa Baldasarre, Nadine Zakaria, Angela 

Garcia, Anne-Pierre Poirier, Michael Patera, Michael Koulikas, Vladimir Kessia 

and Kevin McCormick. This has been made possible by the efforts of their stage 

supervisor, Claude Beausoleil, and by George Dracopoulos who organized a fund-

raiser to help support these students. Each of these students was also supported 

by a grant from Cégep international.  
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Anne Pierre with her internship  
supervisor in Belfort, France. 

Kevin, Angie, Anne Pierre 
enjoying their stay in Montbe-
liard France.  

INDEPENDENT STUDENT TRIPS  
The International Education Office is pleased to hear from students who have undertaken 

their own trips abroad to complement their interests and studies. Two students who will be 

travelling overseas this summer through their own endeavours are:   



NEW YORK CITY  
No one can deny that a trip to the Big 

Apple would be fun, but expectations are 

blown out of the water when you throw 

Vanier into the mix. Thanks to the im-

maculate planning of Liberal Arts and 

Science teachers, a group consisting of 

both first and second-year Liberal Arts 

and Science students took a weekend 

trip down to the wonderful city of New 

York.  

TAOS, NEW MEXICO 

>> by Donna Tolmatch  

Students, teachers and architects associated with the Architectural Technol-

ogy Department participated in a Habitat for Humanity-Collegiate Challenge 

in Taos, New Mexico in June 2008. The focus of this trip was our humanitar-

ian work, constructing a handicapped-accessible, green building for a single 

mother and her disabled daughter. We also toured the American Southwest 

immersing ourselves in the rich and diverse culture of the region. Studying 

the house forms, art and architecture was a critical part of the experience. 

 

These annual departmental trips act to supplement the contents of our pro-

gramme.  Concentrating in such areas as environmental concerns, providing 

shelter, and studying new and innovative building technologies are our main 

goals. We hope to develop a sense of responsibility for community and hu-

manity, as well as a global view in our students and believe that these trips 

act as a stepping stone in preparing them as future leaders in their profes-

sion and their communities.  

STUDENT MOBILITY  

Vanier College 

International Education Office 

821 Sainte-Croix 

T: 514.744.7500  
international@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
Montréal, QC, Canada H4L 3X9  

www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education  
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