
  



Welcome to the 35th edition of International Women’s Week!  
International Women’s Week is developed by Women’s Studies and we would 
love to have every member of the Vanier community come to at least one 
event. Please join us!  As a courtesy to our guest speakers, we ask members 
of the audience to sit close to the stage.

Faculty: If you would like to bring a class, please MIO Evangeline Caldwell.

Week Long Displays: Throughout the College: Challenges women face 
around the world. Prepared by Janice Paquette’s Sociology of Health Nursing 
students.

Library Display: A library display celebrating the theme: Inspiring Change.  
As well, a female artist is featured in the new Gallery F300 right in front of the 
library.  

MONDAY, MARCH 3RD  
10:00 – 2:00   Information Table: Metro area
Karina Bagryan: Women and Engineering
Former Vanier student, current Engineering student at Concordia 
University and outreach officer of the Women in Engineering 
Society.

Like the sciences? Have you thought of pursuing engineering?  Health Science 
is not the only option for women who like sciences. The future for engineer-
ing starts with you! Concordia University Women in Engineering Society pro-
motes the equality and success of female engineering students. Come and 
ask a question!

10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Fatima Boulmalf - The proposed Charter, values, and the 
impact on Muslim women.
VCSA Social Justice Officer who works to promote social justice within 
the Vanier community.

The controversial Quebec Charter of Values, now referred to as Bill 60, is a 
proposed bill by the Parti Québécois banning all ostentatious religious sym-
bols worn by government employees as a means of conserving the state’s 
secularism and religious neutrality. If adopted, the Charter will prevent thou-
sands of Muslim women from resuming their work as civil servants should 
they refuse to remove their hijabs, thus undermining their financial stability 
and impeding their individual rights. In her presentation, Fatima will explore 
the Charter’s feminist argument and discuss the importance of intersectional-
ity within the current feminist movement. She will also expound on the sever-
ity of the potential consequences of the proposed Charter on Muslim women 
in Quebec, as well as the  participation of the province’s female work force.

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=16674838265310a6cb28b6e
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/cms/event.php?url=20868774635310a3e2765f3&version=4


11:30 – 1:00   Film: Auditorium   
In a World (93 minutes)
Carol Solomon is a struggling vocal coach. Propelled by the hubris of her fa-
ther, Sam Sotto, the reigning king of movie-trailer voice-over artists, Carol 
musters the courage to pursue her secret aspiration to be a voice-over star. 
Carol lands her first voice-over gig—a primo spot—nabbing the job from in-
dustry bad boy Gustav Warner. And then the real trouble begins. Carol be-
comes entangled in a web of dysfunction, sexism, unmitigated ego, and pride.

2:30 – 4:00   Amphitheatre - Guest Speakers
Erika Doyon and Rian Desourdie - Ladies of Ink    
Erika Doyan and Rian Desourdie are tattoo artists. They will address chang-
es in the industry, the experience of being women tattoo artists, as well as 
the changing perceptions of women with tattoos. Erica Doyan is the owner 
of Studio Artease. Seating is limited: Please contact Evangeline Caldwell, 
MIO, for seating availability. 

Afternoon:  From the Learning Center: Announcement of the 
winner of the In Her Name contest.

TUESDAY, MARCH 4th 
8:30 – 10:00   Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Tanya Short - Women and Gaming         
Tanya Short is a Lead Game Designer and the co-founder of Kitfox Games. 
She has previously worked at Funcom and is the co-coordinator of Pixelles, 
a not-for-profit gaming organization that believes everyone should make a 
game. Tanya will speak about both these organizations as well as the pro-
cess of creating a game, and women and gaming. 

10:00 – 1:30   Information Table: Metro area
Gillian Bowman, Counselling Centre, VCSA, and volunteer students 
present: Defeat violence against women: Be part of the solution. 
Everyone is invited to come and discuss ways to reduce violence against 
women. Men and women must be part of the solution.

10:00 – 11:30   Film: Auditorium
Status Quo? The Unfinished Business of Feminism in Canada. (87 minutes)
Feminism has shaped the society we live in. But just how far has it brought 
us, and how relevant is it today? This feature documentary zeroes in on key 
concerns such as violence against women, access to abortion, and universal 
childcare, asking how much progress we have truly made on these issues. 
Status Quo? uncovers answers that are provocative and at times shocking.

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=4028330735310a92c4ed9a
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=6345913235310ab99de019
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=10975055925310b2ae6a3d9
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=14412512475310b078cb3b6
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=21041043455310ae909cbd5


11:30 – 1:00   N521 - Guest Speaker
Meri Fowler; Wiccan High Priestess. - The Goddess Returns    
The understanding and honouring of the Divine Feminine empowers women 
to take back control of their lives. Empowered women translates to empow-
ered girls, and supported men and boys.  Join Wiccan High priestess Meri 
Fowler for a talk about women’s empowerment within Wicca, A Goddess Cen-
tered spirituality. Seating is limited:  Please contact Gordon Aronoff, MIO, or 
aronoffg@vaniercollege.qc.ca

1:00 – 2:30   Auditorium - Guest Speakers
U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. In partnership with Open Door Network
Did you know that Vanier has a student LGBT and allies group called 
U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A.? They are involved in promoting campaigns in the college that 
draw attention to LGBT status and rights in Canada and abroad. 
A panel of U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. members will discuss their experiences and atti-
tudes as lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender college students. Come see 
what they have to teach us about sexual orientation and gender identity from 
the point of view of a college student.

2:30 – 4:00   Film:  Auditorium
Derby Crazy Love (65 minutes)
Derby Crazy Love takes viewers inside the adrenaline-filled world of women’s 
roller derby. Meet Smack Daddy, Apocalypstick, and Bone Machine: these are 
the colourful handles of members of the Montreal-based roller derby team 
New Skids on the Block. With a blend of passion and humour, Derby Crazy 
Love takes us to the heart of one of the last decade’s most thrilling sporting 
phenomena, changing how we look at women in sport, one shoulder-check at 
a time. Lace ‘em up!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5TH

 
10:00 – 11:30   Film: Auditorium
Girls in the Band (81 minutes)
Poignant, untold stories of female jazz and big band instrumentalists and their 
fascinating, groundbreaking journeys from the late 30s to the present day.  
These incredibly talented women endured sexism, racism and diminished op-
portunities for decades, yet continued to persevere, inspire and elevate their 
talents in a field that seldom welcomed them. Today, there is a new breed of 
gifted young women taking their rightful place in the world of jazz, which can 
no longer deny their talents. If you enjoy music, this one is for you.

11:30 – 1:00   Film: Auditorium
The Lady in Number 6  (39 minutes)
Oscar – nominated documentary The Lady In Number 6 is one of the most 
inspirational and uplifting stories of the year. 109 year-old Alice Herz Sommer, 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=19282206235313af564e01c
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=6042990065313b0fa12482
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=84611648153139584ae390
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=5427392545313994d7fc0d
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=9506039653139b377a554


the world’s oldest pianist and Holocaust survivor, shares her story on how to 
achieve a long and happy life. She discussed the importance of music, laughter 
and how to have an optimistic outlook on life.  Perfect for mid-term season.  

1:30 – 3:00   Amphitheatre  Guest Speakers
Women in Sports:  Has it Changed? Marc Bélanger and Joshua Berman
Marc Bélanger: Gender is still a significant issue in the world of sports. If you 
watch and listen carefully, you will see that there are still very significant dif-
ferences in how the media covers men’s and women’s sports events. In this 
interactive presentation, you will have the opportunity to compare media cov-
erage of two Olympic events – one for men, and one for women. You may 
leave wondering if this is even the same sport! Joshua Berman: Fanny ‘Bob-
bie’ Rosenfeld was a trail blazer. She won gold and silver medals at the 1928 
Olympics in Amsterdam. Josh’s presentation will describe Rosenfeld’s athletic 
accomplishments as well as her activism for women athletes upon her retire-
ment from sport. Seating is limited:  Please contact Evangeline Caldwell, MIO,  
for seating availability.

3:30 – 5:00   Auditorium -  Guest Speaker
Robyn Maynard, Stella, l’amie de Mamie An Introduction to Sex 
Worker’s Rights
There are many misconceptions about sex workers and the sex trade.  Stella 
is a community organization that is operated by and for sex workers.  For 18 
years they have advocated for social and legal rights, and against stigmatiza-
tion.  They also offer health, legal, and safety support to women who work in 
the sex trade.This presentation will describe Stella, explain how sex workers 
protect their health and safety, as well as discuss the recent Supreme Court 
decision removing barriers to prostitution.  

THURSDAY, MARCH 6TH

10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Jacky Vallée - Sex, lies and evolution: A feminist perspective on the 
evolution of sex and gender.
Have all human societies since the beginning of time been dominated by men? 
Did men really lead all of the major cultural advances? Did women really lack 
control over their own sexuality before the ‘”invention” of modern birth con-
trol? Is it true that men are hornier than women because early men needed to 
sleep with as many women as possible to spread their seed? This presentation 
will expose and demystify gender biased ideas about the evolutionary origins 
of modern-day gender roles, identities and relations. A feminist and anthropo-
logical perspective will be used to offer alternatives to popular misconceptions 
about the roles of women and men in human evolution.

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=20985745845313c2e210262
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=12247334235313c40c5d2e5
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=12238479985313c60262202


11:30 – 1:00   Auditorium - Guest Speakers
Janik Bastien Charlebois and Sunny Dagenais
Intersex : we do exist   In partnership with Open Door Network
“Intersex” is a general term used when a person is born with a reproductive 
or sexual anatomy that doesn’t seem to fit the typical definitions of female 
or male. Intersex is a socially constructed category that reflects real biologi-
cal variation.  Nature presents us with sex anatomy spectrums, not two 
completely separate categories of male and female. From the mid-twenti-
eth century to this day, western countries’ medical specialists have broadly 
taken up an erasure-approach to intersex traits, implementing non-con-
sensual surgery and hormonotherapy on intersex babies and youth. Now, 
intersex persons are mobilizing across the globe, making their voices heard, 
being reported on in the media, and making some inroads into official hu-
man rights recognition.

1:00 – 2:00   Film: Auditorium
Wonder Women! The Untold Story of American Superheroines
(54 minutes)
Wonder Women! traces the fascinating evolution and legacy of Wonder 
Woman. From the birth of the comic book superheroine in the 1940s to 
the blockbusters of today, the film looks at how popular representations of 
powerful women often reflect society’s anxieties about women’s liberation. 
Wonder Women! goes behind the scenes with the actors, comic writers and 
artists, and real-life superheroines such as Gloria Steinem, Kathleen Hanna 
and others, who offer an enlightening and entertaining counterpoint to the 
male-dominated superhero genre.

2:30 – 4:00   Dance Workshop:  G232  Sports Complex
Melissa Spensieri - Introduction to  Contemporary Dance

Melissa Spensieri began dancing when 3 years old, then teaching at the age 
of 15, at Ecole de danse Johanne Marchand.  In 2008, Melissa opened her 
own dance studio, Ecole de Danse Prestige, where she teaches Jazz, Tap, 
Lyrical and Hip hop dance. She is also a member of the DancEvolution hip 
hop competition circuit and judges a number of hip hop competitions each 
year.  Places are very limited.  Please contact Natalie Carlino, MIO

4:00 – 5:30   Dance Workshop:  G232  Sports Complex
Melissa Spensieri - Introduction to HipHop 
Places are very limited.  Please contact Natalie Carlino, MIO

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=14928177175313c74764380
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=1535675575313c839b7508
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=20759181665313c94ede270
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=20759181665313c94ede270


4:00 – 5:30   Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Françoise David, porte-parole parlementaire de Québec solidaire.
Le féminisme, la politique, la journée internationale des femmes.
Cette présentation se fera en français.

Françoise David est Députée de la circonscription de Gouin. Rigoureuse et 
intègre, Françoise David a développé, à travers ses responsabilités et ses 
engagements, une fine compréhension des enjeux politiques québécois. 
Lors des budgets et de commissions parlementaires, elle a confronté nom-
bre de ministres et de premiers ministres sur leurs politiques économiques 
et sociales. Organisatrice communautaire de formation, Françoise David a 
aussi été au cœur de la mise sur pied de la Marche mondiale des femmes, 
un évènement qui a vu le jour au Québec et qui a lieu dans une centaine 
de pays. Il a rassemblé des centaines de milliers de personnes. Françoise 
David est aussi une mère, une travailleuse, une femme engagée qui connaît 
bien les défis que représente la conciliation de toutes les activités de la vie 
d’aujourd’hui.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7TH

10:00 – 11 :30   Auditorium  - Guest Speaker
Tuval Dinner - Violence against Women
Men are part of the solution to eliminate violence against women.
Tuval Dinner is a violence prevention educator specializing in healthy re-
lationships, consent, gender equity and healthy masculinity. Over the past 
ten years he has facilitated workshops and delivered presentations for 
thousands of young people, educators and community members on issues 
relating to sexism, healthy relationships, gender equity and eliminating vio-
lence from our lives. Tuval has worked for the Victoria Women’s Sexual As-
sault Centre, White Ribbon Campaign, and currently coordinates outreach 
and public education for C.O.P.A. (Centre ontarien de prévention des agres-
sions), a non-profit violence prevention education association.

11:30 – 1:00   Auditorium - Guest  Speakers
Jessica Deer and Megan Kanerahtenha:wi  Whyte
Appropriation of First Nation’s culture and its connections to violence 
against Indigenous women.
Jessica Deer is the Interim President of the Kahnawake Youth Forum (KYF.) 
Megan Kanerahtenha:wi  Whyte is the Secretary of the KYF. The KYF is a 
non-profit youth-led organization in the Mohawk community of Kahnawake.
Jessica and Megan will be discussing the KYF’s ongoing cultural appropria-
tion awareness campaign and its connections to violence against Indige-
nous women.

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=12226987245313d4dde26b2
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=6212028775313d596bfe96
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-calendar/events/event.php?id=7701860275313d7185e32e
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