
International Women’s Week: Reclaiming Spaces 
This is Vanier College’s 38th celebration of March 8, International Women’s Day. Vanier 
College can be proud of the space that it has made for feminism and gender studies, as well 
as the efforts it has made to embrace and respect the non-homogenous identities of our 
students. Whether it is the Open Door Network, the Indigenous Circle, the Gender Neutral 
bathroom project, or the multitude of other projects that broadcast our commitment to 
diversity, we believe that Vanier must be a respectful space to enable our students to define 
and express who they are and explore what their demands will be of the society outside our 
walls. 

The society our students are inheriting is simultaneously both more hostile to difference and 
more welcoming of it. It is within this paradigm that this year’s International Women’s Week 
speakers intervene. So much has changed, yet the battles seem familiar. Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau justified the 50-50 male-female split of his new cabinet by stating, “Because 
it’s 2015.” It’s now 2017, and we continue to invite speakers to address issues of inequity, 
racism, sexual violence, and sexual and gender discrimination because these problems 
endure and their resolution risks stagnating, if not devolving.  

This year’s week of events makes space for the necessary discussions we must continue to 
have about sexism, racism, classism, homo-and trans-phobia. Guest speakers, films and 
documentaries, expert panels and a number of special events enable students and teachers 
to enhance the conversations that are already going on in the classroom and expose the 
entire community to outside experts who have something to say about the value--and 
fragility--of open and diverse public spaces. 

Please encourage your students to take advantage of this year’s programme. If you plan to 
bring your class to a particular event—and we hope you do! —please contact Maggie 
Kathwaroon (kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 
 

Take Note! The following events will occur prior to the beginning of 
International Women’s Week (March 6-10) 

Wednesday, March 1, UB | Koriass: Concert and Conference, Vanier 
Auditorium 
Meet hip-hop artist and “Natural Born Feminist,” Koriass, who will perform and speak at 
Vanier during UB on March 1. Koriass is a spokesperson for the Conseil de la statut de la 
femme, and has been touring among Quebec colleges on the theme of sexual equality, rape 
culture, and consent. (In conjunction with the VCSA and the French Department.) 

Thursday, March 2, 4:30 | IWW Happy Hour and Vanier Woman of the 
Year 
Join us for a special happy hour, where we’ll be honouring this year’s Woman of the Year. 
(Sponsored by the VCTA) 
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All events take place in the Vanier College Auditorium (A-103), unless 
otherwise noted 

Monday, March 6, 2017 

 
8:30-10:00 Status Quo: The 

Unfinished Business of 
Feminism in Canada 

Documentary 

Feminism has shaped the society we live in. But just how far has it brought us, and how 
relevant is it today? This feature documentary zeroes in on key concerns such as violence 
against women, access to abortion, and universal childcare, asking how much progress we 
have truly made on these issues. Rich with archival material and startling contemporary 
stories, Status Quo? uncovers answers that are provocative and at times shocking. (1hr27 
mins) (2013) 
 

10:00-11:30 Great Unsung Women of 
Computing: the 
Computers, the Coders 
and the Future Makers 

Documentary 

In the United States, women are vastly underrepresented in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math) fields, holding under 25% of STEM jobs and a disproportionately low 
share of STEM undergraduate degrees. Great Unsung Women of Computing is a series of 
three remarkable documentary films that show how women revolutionized the computing 
and Internet technology we use today, inspiring female students to believe that 
programming careers lie within their grasp. (48 mins) (2016) 
 

11:30-1:00 The Hunting Ground Documentary 
An exposé of rape crimes on U.S. college campuses, their institutional cover-ups, and the 
devastating toll they take on students and their families. Weaving together verité footage 
and first-person testimonies, the films follows survivors as they pursue their education while 
fighting for justice--despite harsh retaliation, harassment and pushback at every level. (102 
minutes) (2015) 
 

1:00-2:30 Robyn Flynn Guest Speaker 
Beyond Survival: Sexual Assault in Canada 
One in four Canadian women will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. It's easy to ignore the 
statistic when it's just a number, but what if it happened to you? Hear from a rape survivor, 
who will tell her story, and offer up advice for other survivors, and their friends and family, so 
that all can be supportive. Robyn Flynn is a Montreal radio personality (CJAD 800 & TSN 690) 
who is passionate about standing up for sexual assault survivors and women's rights. 
 

 

 

 

2:30-4:00  Katarina Soukoup, with 
Colleen Ayoup (Part 1) 

Screening and Q & A 

The Passion of Producing Films and Multimedia Content  
What does it take to be a film and multimedia producer? Join us for an in-depth discussion 
with Katarina Soukup, the founder of  Montreal's Catbird Productions who will share her 
insights into the industry and the process behind the profession. In a two-part session we 
will screen excerpts of some of her most recent, award winning productions. In this first 
part, we will discuss Okpik's Dream (2014), the personal and inspiring story of a champion 
Inuit dog sled musher, followed by Lost River (2012) a documentary that explores the 
forgotten waterways hidden beneath some of the world’s greatest cities, including 
Montreal. 
 

4:00-5:30 Katarina Soukoup, with 
Colleen Ayoup (Part 2) 

Screening and Q&A 

The Passion of Producing Films and Multimedia Content  
In this second half of the presentation with producer Katarina Soukup, Colleen Ayoup 
delves into two music themed productions including: Come Worry with Us! (2013) about 
the acclaimed Montreal band, Thee Silver Mt. Zion Memorial Orchestra, and how they 
balance parenthood on the road; and the multimedia project Burgundy Jazz (2013) about 
the Montreal Black community's incredible contribution to jazz music history! 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

 
8:30-10:00 Fanie de Meule Guest Speaker 
Warrior Women: War and Peace 
What do Brienne of Tarth (Game of Thrones) and Katniss Everdeen (Hunger Games), some of 
the most famous women warriors in contemporary culture, tell us about our attitudes about 
war and peace, power and powerlessness? How do these characters embody violence and 
femininity simultaneously? Fanie Demeule, a literature doctorate from Université du Québec 
à Montréal, presents her research on the female warrior figure in contemporary popular 
culture and their embodiment of violence. She is also the author of the novel Déterrer les os, 
published in 2016 (Hamac).  

 
10:00-12:00 Out in the Night Documentary 
In 2006, under the neon lights of a gay-friendly neighborhood in New York City, a group of 
African-American lesbians were violently threatened by a man on the street. The women 
fought back and were later charged with gang assault and attempted murder. The tabloids 
quickly dubbed them a gang of "Killer Lesbians" and a "Wolf Pack." Three pleaded guilty to 
avoid a trial, but the remaining four — Renata, Patreese, Venice and Terrain — maintained 
their innocence. Out in the Night examines the sensational case and the women's uphill 
battle, revealing the role that race, gender identity and sexuality play in the criminal justice 
system. (1 hour 22 mins) (2014) 
 

 

 



12:00-1:30 Agata de Santis and Elias 
Varoutsos 

Guest Speakers & 
Documentary 

Masculine Dreams and Big Addictions 
Meet the team behind the documentary Clay vs. Clay, the story of Clay “Big Thunder” Peters, 
a 33-year old recovering drug and alcohol addict, who hitchhikes across Canada from 
Vancouver to Montreal with the goal of becoming the world heavyweight boxing champion. 
The colourful and charismatic Clay convinces a world-renowned boxing coach to train him, 
and a young filmmaker (Varoutsos) to follow his story. A screening of the documentary (45 
mins) will be followed by a discussion with the producer and director. 
 

2:30-4:00 Yasmin Jiwani Guest Speaker 
Toxic Connections: Media and the Terrifying War on Muslims 
Islamophobia takes its toll on all Muslims, but Muslim women often bear the brunt. Consider 
the debate surrounding what Muslim women wear or the violent Islamphobic threats MP 
Iqra Khalid has recently received since introducing a motion to condemn and prevent future 
hate crimes. Yasmin Jiwani, a full Professor in the Department of Communication Studies at 
Concordia University, will talk about mediatization of Islamophobic politics with a focus on 
women. She is the author of Discourses of Denial: Mediations of Race, Gender and Violence 
(2006). Currently, she is working on a manuscript focusing on representations of race, gender 
in Canadian media. 
 

4:00-5:30 Orenda Boucher-Curotte Guest Speaker 
Being Indigenous in the Academy 
This presentation will focus on what it means to be an Indigenous woman in an academic 
institution; the struggles faced at multiple levels, from racism and misogyny, to outright 
systemic discrimination, and everything in between. It will also highlight the multiple ways 
Indigenous women have found to find/create/develop support networks grounded in 
Indigenous practices. Orenda K. Boucher-Curotte is currently the Coordinator of the First 
Peoples’ Centre at Dawson College and doctoral Candidate at the University of Ottawa. She is 
Bear Clan from the community of Kahnawake, and part of a long line of Kanien’keha:ka 
women who have done their best to be inconvenient. (Sponsored by Vanier’s Indigneous 
Circle.) 
 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

 
8:30-10:00 The Mask You Live In Documentary 
The Mask You Live In follows boys and young men as they struggle to stay true to themselves 
while negotiating America's narrow definition of masculinity. Pressured by the media, their 
peer group, and even the adults in their lives, our protagonists confront messages 
encouraging them to disconnect from their emotions, devalue authentic friendships, 
objectify and degrade women, and resolve conflicts through violence. These gender 
stereotypes interconnect with race, class, and circumstance, creating a maze of identity 
issues boys and young men must navigate to become "real" men. Experts in neuroscience, 
psychology, sociology, sports, education, and media also weigh in, offering empirical 
evidence of the "boy crisis" and tactics to combat it. (1 hour 37 mins) (2015) 

 

10:30-12:00 Gabrielle Anctil Guest Speaker 
Early Feminists and the Freedom of the Bicycle 
Who knew that women owe so much to the bicycle? To learn about the origins of this special 
bond, one must go back to the beginnings of feminism, in the late 1800s. Picture a time when 
women wore long dresses and corsets and when bicycles had a gigantic front wheel. 
Suffragettes came to love the bicycle, which gave them freedom of movement, and, well, 
pants. This presentation will explore the great love story of bikes and feminism and see how 
it evolved through the decades until today where cyclo-feminism is still as relevant as 
ever. Gabrielle Anctil is an avid cyclist and activist in Montreal. She is also a co-organizer of 
the ghost bike ceremonies which are held for cyclists who are fatally struck on the road.  

 
12:00-1:30 Women in Business  Panel 
Organized by Elana Cooperberg, Coordinator of the of Commerce department, last year’s 
panel was among our most popular, with several women speaking about both their 
professional and personal challenges. This year’s panel is likely to be no less engaging and 
popular. This year’s participants include: 
 

 Vanessa D'Amora, owner Bar a Beurre pastry shop (Old Montreal)  
Vanessa attended CEGEP but found it didn't fulfill her passions. She is now the 
proud owner of her own pastry shop, and is looking to expand with two new 
locations. She runs a staff of twenty, and loves what she does every day.  

 Cally Dubrofsky, Marketing Manager and founder of MontrealMaven.com 
A marketing manager by day and Montreal Maven by night! Come hear how she 
got started, and all her experiences surrounding the creation of her personal brand. 

 Julie Brummer, Principal, Boston Consulting Group 
Julie is a Principal at the Boston Consulting Group. She has worked on a wide 
variety of projects, focusing on organization, technology, and operations, across 
multiple industries, including financial services, telecommunications, and health 
care. Learn about the challenges she faces combining a professional career with 
family responsibilities. 

 
1:30-3:00 The Gender Spectrum Panel 
What is the gender spectrum? What are some of the gender identities that exist? Four 
speakers of various gender identities will tell us about their experience as people whose 
gender does not conform to the dominant North American model of gender. Come listen as 
they share their stories with us! You will have a chance to ask them questions, too. Speakers 
include Betty Iglesias, Karine-Myrgianie Jean-François, Kimura Byol, and Lucas Charlie Rose. 
(Organized and sponsored by the Open Door Network) 
 

3:00-5:00 The Year We Thought 
About Love 

Documentary 

What happens when LGBTQ youth of color band together and dare to be 'out' on stage about 
their lives and their loves? The cast of True Colors: OUT Youth Theater transforms their 
struggles into performance for social change. With wit, candor, and attitude, the troupe 
captivates audiences surprised to hear such stories in school settings. Our characters include 
a transgender teenager who is kicked out of her home, a devout Christian who challenges his 
church's homophobia, and a girl who likes to wear masculine clothing, even as she models 



dresses on the runway. After the Boston Marathon bombs explode yards from their rehearsal 
space, the troupe becomes even more determined to share their stories of love to help their 
city heal. (1h 8 mins) (2015) 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

 
10:00-11:30 Crystelle El Khoury Guest Speaker 
Why Are There Fewer Women Choosing Science? 
Women of Science award recipient Crystelle El-Khoury, who is completing her fourth 
semester in the Health Science program, will be speaking about an issue close to her head 
and heart—encouraging women to pursue and stay in STEM-related studies and fields. Last 
October, she gave a version of this scintillating presentation during Women of Science week. 
Here, Crystelle reprises her presentation for International Women’s Week. 
 

11:30-1:30 Vanier Counselling 
Centre 

Event 

Twist and Turn Your Way Through International Women’s Week 
The Counselling Centre will be present in the Metro celebrating women’s’ successes and 
journeys. Come learn more about how women’s achievements have helped shape our world. 
Will you #BeBoldForChange? 
 

12:00-1:30 Dawn Foran Guest Speaker 
Being a (trans) Woman 
Dawn Foran graduated from Concordia University in 2001 with a Bachelors in Computer 
Engineering. She has been working at L3 Technologies since graduating and has spent the 
past sixteen years designing and maintaining a real time control system used in naval 
warships for navies across the globe, twelve of those years as a guy, and the past four as 
herself. Dawn is also a published author, amateur musician, occasional activist, fire spinner, 
tabletop gamer, and loves exploring the local music scene. Join Dawn as she opens up 
about her life experiences. She’ll be glad to answer your questions, even the potentially 
awkward ones about life as a visibly trans woman. 
 
 

2:30-4:00 Ameesha Joshi Guest Speaker 
Documenting the Women Boxing Champions of India 
Join director Ameesha Joshi as she recounts the 10-year journey of the making of the feature 
documentary film, With This Ring. Back in 2005, when Ameesha attended the World Press 
Photo exhibit in Montreal, she saw images of girls boxing on the beach in Chennai, India. 
Growing up in an Indian household in Toronto, Ontario, she knew about the pressure young 
Indian women face to get married and how challenging it must be for them to pursue boxing. 
She discovered that India not only had extensive boxing infrastructure for women, but also 
many international medals. Teaming up with Anna Sarkissian, she flew to India for the 4th 
AIBA World Women's Boxing Championships, to document this amazing story. 
 

 

 

4:00-5:30 With this Ring (excerpts) Documentary 
Filmed over the course of six years, from the jungles of south India to the highlands of 
northeastern Manipur, from the bustle of China to the beaches of Barbados, this visually lush 
documentary follows three boxers on the Indian women's national boxing team. Mary, 
Chhoto and Sarita rise to the top of their game and eventually strive for their ultimate goal: a 
spot at the Olympics. They have also been fighting against centuries of tradition in a country 
where women are expected to be sweet and docile. This epic story lets you step into the ring 
with the 40-strong team and follow their meteoric climb. 

Friday, March 10, 2017 

 
8:30-10:30 Suffragette Feature Film 
Inspired by true events, a moving drama exploring the passion and heartbreak of the women 
who risked everything in their fight for equality in early 20th century Britain. The story 
centers on Maud, a working wife and mother whose life is forever changed when she is 
secretly recruited to join the U.K.'s growing suffragette movement. Galvanized by the outlaw 
fugitive Emmeline Pankhurst, Maud becomes an activist for the cause alongside women from 
all walks of life. Directed by Sarah Gaveron. Starring Carrie Mulligan, Meryl Streep, and 
Helena Bonham Carter. (1h 46 mins) (2016) 

 

 
10:30-12:30 Queen of Katwe Feature Film 
This biopic of Ugandan chess prodigy Phiona Mutesi traces her journey from the Kampala 
slum of Katwe, where she is forced to abandon her formal schooling at the age of nine, to the 
upper echelons of the chess world after she develops an interest in the game at a youth-
outreach program run by Robert Katende. Directed by Mira Nair. Starring Lupita Nyong’o, 
Dvid Oyelowo and Madina Nalwanga. (2h 4 mins) (2016) (Sponsored by the VCSA) 

 
2:00-4:30 Post Truth & “Alternative 

Facts” 
Interdepartmental Event 

Vanier’s first interdisciplinary “Lightning Talks” event. At a time when all forms of knowledge 
seem to be under attack, what can we do as a community to ensure our students are able to 
navigate the murky waters ahead and maintain a respect for fact-based dialogue and 
learning? Join over a dozen speakers from a variety of departments, who will weigh in on 
teaching in these times. Subjects include journalism, social media, dystopian literature, 
islamophobia, confirmation bias, narcissism and sociopathy, silencing, intersectionality, toxic 
masculinity, and much more. Each presentation lasts 5 minutes, followed by a Q & A and 
discussion period. Continue the conversation at the reception that will immediately follow. 
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