
Discovery was the keyword as 140 students 

from Beaconsfield High School poured out of 

buses into the sunlight to explore the Vanier 

College Field Station at Lake Sir John in 

Lachute during the stationõs annual Open 

House on September 25, 2008.  

 

Enthusiastic groups of high schoolers were mes-

merized as Vanier students from the Environ-

mental and Wildlife Management Program made 

presentations on bird and duck banding, capturing 

animals for study, studying plankton in lakes, and 

sampling the quality of water, demonstrated insect 

sampling techniques, tree coring, and electrofish-

ing, and explained how to track animals using radio 

telemetry.  As well, the high schoolers examined wildlife 

specimens from the Lachute area and visited the stationõs 

Fish Facility.   

 

While making their presentations the Vanier students 

also explained the Environmental and Wildlife Manage-

ment Program to the high school students and described 

the career opportunities available. Asked if they were 

having fun, the reply from the high school students was 

noisy and positive. òI had no idea there were so many job 

possibilities,ó said one boy.  

 

The field station visit fits into the high school Discovery 

Science Program that links classroom learning with the 

living world and uses GOAL ð the Guidance Oriented 

Approach to Learning. òThe visit was absolutely fabu-

lous!ó exclaimed Nancy Battet, liaison for the Interactive 

Community Partnership Program of the Lester B. Pear-

son School Board.  òAnd I know that some of the older 

students who came to hear about the program, have 

already decided itõs what they want to study in Cegep.ó 

Brian Scully who teaches at the Field Station explains that 

òThe Open House gives Vanier students in their final 

year of studies, the opportunity to communicate their 

knowledge, skill, and enthusiasm for the environment. 

They gain experience in organizing, planning, and re-

searching information, then communicating it via their 

displays and by speaking with, and interacting with, the 

public.ó 

 

Vanier College is the only English Cegep that offers a 

three-year Environmental and Wildlife Management Pro-

gram aimed at preparing graduates for a career as tech-

nologists specializing in environmental monitoring and 

the management of renewable natural resources.  Gradu-

ates work in private, public and university organizations 

involved in the inventory and management wildlife habi-

tats, provide environmental consulting services, work in 

water quality assessment, waste management and recy-

cling, and in research laboratories. 

 

The program attracts high school students and graduates 

from university programs who come to Vanier for valu-

able hands-on training.  òOur graduates get a lot of prac-

tical experience going into university programs,ó indi-

cates Brian Scully. òBy the time they leave Vanier, they 

have a broad range of knowledge, a good grasp of tech-

niques, and most importantly, they know how to learn.  

And thatõs what employers need.ó  Vanier is also unique 

in that it owns and operates its own Field Station.  
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Humans and Our World: the focus of the  

2008 Vanier Social Science Festival 

 
 

What have the development of aborigi-

nal territories, conflicts in Darfur, fair 

trade coffee, stress, burnout, racism and 

love got in common?  They all look at 

the complexity of human life and they 

were all hot topics during the 8 th Annual 

Vanier Social Science Festival that ran 

from October 20 to 24, 2008, and fea-

tured conferences, presentations, films, 

and panel discussions. 
 
Fighting to protect aboriginal land and preserve the 

Manitoba boreal forest from corporate development 

is what drives Sophia Rabliauskas, one of the keynote 

speakers of the festival.  Her work to protect her 

home community of Poplar River First Nation has 

earned her both the 2007 Goldman Environmental 

Prize and the Order of Manitoba award in 2008. 

  

Another guest, Jonathan Pedneault, co-producer, co-

writer and co-narrator with Sacha Trudeau of Refuge: 

A Film about Darfur, spoke about what exactly is going 

on in Darfur. A student activist who gives seminars 

in schools to raise awareness of his favourite subject, 

genocide, Pedneault is currently a Political Science 

student at the University of Ottawa and founder of 

Soprégé, Société de prévention du genocide.   

 
Retired Vanier Humanities teacher, Neil Caplan, 

delivered the Ron Charbonneau Memorial Lecture on  

the roots and paradoxes of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict in his talk, Israelis and Palestinians: Victims vs. 

Victims. Other topics during the week included Stress 

and Burnout, True Love vs. Infatuation, a round-table 

discussion with anthropology students on self-

segregation among students, and a Panel on Cultural 

and Sexual Diversity. 

 

Filmmakers were also part of the program. First, 

Jennifer Alleyn, filmmaker and daughter of the well-

known Canadian artist Edmund Alleyn, presented 

her film òMy fatherõs studioó; then filmmaker and 

Vanier Humanities teacher, Michael Mackenzie, dis-

cussed his film Adamõs Wall, filmed in Montreal with 

the participation of Vanier students, it addresses the 

relationship between a Jewish boy and a Lebanese 

girl.  

 

Sidney Ribaux, one of the founders of Equiterre 

spoke about how he and a group of young Québé-

cois succeeded in promoting ecological and socially 

just economic alternatives. The last speaker of the 

Festival, Oliver Hillel exposed the conflicts between 

science, politics, economics and biological diversity. 

 

Most of us can tell a story or two about the person 

who kept things bottled up inside and ended sadly.  

Depression Screening Day, held every October  at 

Vanier College, aims to avoid such tragic stories by 

helping students before itõs too late.  This year more 

than 300 students came for information on mental 

health topics and more than 175 filled in a question-

naire screening students for depression.  

 

 òSome students tell me they have been waiting for 

this day,ó indicates Gillian Bowman, a counsellor at 

the Vanier Counselling Centre.  òThese are young 

people who know they need to talk to someone but 

keep putting it off.  But this day stimulates them to 

finally seek out help. Itõs amazing,ó she goes on to 

say, òstudents come and then they bring back friends 

telling them to do the test and talk to someone. So  

 

itõs very helpful. ó 

 

Students in their final year of the Special Care Coun-

selling Program help staff the information booths and 

speak with students about depression, anxiety and 

stress.  One student asked why he should be interes-

ted - he wasnõt depressed.  òYou may not be depres-

sed,ó said the SCC student, òbut you may be stres-

sed or anxious.  Itõs not just depression, itõs all the 

stress students have to deal with.  And sometimes 

we need help.ó 

 

òIt was a terrific success,ó concludes Gillian Bowman.  

òItõs great to be able to reach that many students, 

talk with them and give them support.ò 

More than 300 students attend Depression Screening Day  
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Architectural Technology know-how put to work in Taos  

 

 
Imagine losing your daughter because of a 

house? Thatõs exactly what thirteen Vanier 

College Architectural Technology students 

helped one family avoid when they travelled 

to Taos, New Mexico, last May and June, to 

participate in a Habitat for Humanity initiative 

and build a house for a single mother with a 

severely handicapped daughter. 

 
òIf this house would not be built before the 

winter,ó says student Cora Cheung, òthe hos-

pital would have taken away the daughter 

because the mother was no longer capable of 

caring for her on a daily basis in the house 

they lived in.ó   

 
One student reports that she spent most of 

her time working on the roof, setting the wa-

terproofing sheets, the styrofoam insulation, 

and the tar paper coat in preparation for the 

final fused membrane that would conclude the roofing on the 

house.  

 
òThis experience was extremely enriching as I got to see first 

hand all the elements that I had studied previously in class,ó 

indicates Melody Loria.  

 
But she adds that òmeeting the future home owner was also 

quite an experience.  She expressed how much our help 

touched her personally, and this alone was rewarding. I 

learned so much during this week, about team work and 

humanitarian service.ó 

 
òI learned that there are people all over the world who need 

help, socially, financially and physically, and that there are 

means to help them. Above all, I learned that there are ways 

for me to do my part.ó 

 
The Taos project was part of a Program trip to discover 

architecturally interesting places.  One of the highlights was a 

visit to the thousand-year old Taos Pueblo, a UNESCO 

World Heritage site still inhabited by the Tiwa people.  òThe 

structure was intriguing,ó commented one student. òItõs a 

multi-storey complex built of adobe and is still standing to-

day.ó   

 
Another high point was a visit to the National Bandelier 

Monument, which is set in the backdrop of the Frijoles Can-

yon and contains the ruins of dwellings that were once in-

habited by the indigenous people.   

 
òOur hike through these cave dwellings carved into the soft 

volcanic rock of the cliff was a discovery of ancient archae-

ology that Iõve never encountered before,ó said student Milli 

Nath-Chowdhury.  òOnly in literature have I read about such 

living quarters, but seeing this was astonishing.ó 

 
Learning about different building techniques, seeing how ma-

terials and architectural styles have responded to the de-

mands of geography and climate, and above all working on a 

construction site for a humanitarian purpose, made this an 

invaluable experience for all the students where they could 

put into practice what they had learned in the classroom.  



It takes a remarkable team of people to put on noteworthy events 

and offer great services to students.  Vanier College is lucky to have 

many outstanding teams but last year two teams stood out equally 

and earned the 2008 Vanier Team Award: the team behind the Va-

nier BDC Case Challenge and the team of Learning and Enrichment 

and Support Services for Programs. The Team Award aims to ho-

nour teams involved in a particular project, that work cohesively, 

demonstrate a shared commitment to providing exceptional service 

and use their combined expertise to produce high quality results.  

 

The Vanier BDC Case Challenge is now considered to be one of 

the most elite case competitions in Canada.  òWithout the team of 

people working with me, this event could not have taken place,ó 

says David Moscovitz, Case Challenge Coordinator.  òThe key point 

to recognize is that this team was made up of many people from 

different administrative areas from throughout the college, including 

teachers, staff, and professionals.ó The nucleus of the event was 

made up of Business Administration teachers, supported by staff 

from Commerce, Micromedia, Architectural Technology, Service, 

Information Technology, Vanier Communications and Academic 

Advising.   

 

As for the team providing Learning Enrichment and Support Servi-

ces for Programs, it is a collection of sub teams with different spe-

cialties, all working together and committed to enriching student 

learning and to helping them thrive in their studies.   

 

Among their services, The Learning Centre works with all students 

who need additional support to succeed in their Cegep studies as 

well as with students with learning disabilities, while the Math and 

Science Centre provides student and faculty support in those areas, 

and the Language School offers English courses to prepare high 

school students for college success.  Yet, if at a given moment there 

is an unusual demand for services in one particular area, everyone 

pitches in to make sure students get all the help they need.   
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Neil Caplan wins Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award 

For many people, Math classes were a nightmare in school.  But 

then most people didnõt have a Math teacher like Steven Rosenfield, 

the recipient of the 2007-2008 Vanier College Teaching Excellence 

Award. The award recognizes a faculty member whose excellence 

in teaching and teaching methodology has contributed to the suc-

cess of students and programs alike, and who has developed innova-

tive curriculum and teaching methods.  òI tried as a teacher,ó says 

Steve, ònot to commit those sins teachers committed on me. ó 

 
òSteve is an amazing teacher,ó says one of his students. òHe fits in 

with students and actually understands things from the studentsõ 

point of view.ó  Steve himself states, òAfter 35 years of teaching I 

have encountered thousands of young people.  Some have told me I 

was the best teacher they ever had.  Where else can you have that 

kind of effect on peopleõs lives?ó  

 
Among his innovations were the introduction of computers and 

online simulations to allow students to explore concepts of Calcu-

lus at their own pace.  He also used group work and discussions as 

well as interactive exercises and projects to increase student under-

standing, retention and motivation in learning mathematics.  

 

Steven Rosenfieldõs reputation as an excellent teacher and re-

searcher goes beyond Vanier.  He has been a long-term member of 

the Centre for Study of Learning and Performance at Concordia 

University, has helped develop the high school curriculum in Que-

bec, and is often invited to give talks at the Ministry of Education.   

 
Steven Rosenfield, photographed with Academic Dean, John McMa-

hon, was honoured at a celebration in October.  

 
άThe real prize 

with this award,ó 

says Steve, άwas 

being put up for 

it by my collea-

gues and stu-

dents. That was 

the real treat! ó 
 

Steven Rosenfield receives Teaching Excellence Award 

 

There are people who make a difference with a big splash and there 

are those who inspire, organize and affect their community by sheer 

dint of steadfastness, intelligence, and character.  Such a person is 

Humanities teacher, Neil Caplan, the recipient of the 2007-2008 

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award (ABCD Award).  Neil Ca-

plan, whose professionalism, work ethic, enormous creativity and 

profound commitment to teaching impress all who have worked 

with him, has immeasurably enriched Vanier College.  

  
The Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award (ABCD Award) which 

has only been given once before at Vanier, honours a College em-

ployee whose actions and activities contribute to the well-being of  
 

the Vanier community and go well beyond what is expected or 

required within their usual position, functions and responsibilities. 

 
Neilõs most impressive accomplishment is the creation fifteen years 

ago of what is now known as the Vanier College Kleinmann Family 

Foundation Annual Symposium on the Holocaust and Genocide. òIt has 

always struck me,ó Neil explains, òthat people are often moved 

more by one event than fifteen weeks of classes. The Symposium is 

a whole series of events that could move students to take action.ó 

Neil has attracted speakers from around the world who share their 

survivorsõ experience or who help us understand the horror of the 

Holocaust.  
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Two great teams share the 2008 Vanier Team Award 
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Womenôs Studies wins FAC Contribution to the Milieu Prize  
 
In August 2008, Jean-Claude Drapeau, Guy Desmarais and Catherine Johnson, three members of the FAC executive - Fédé-

ration autonome du collégial, a federation of Quebec Cegep teachers unions, to which the Vanier College Teachers Associa-

tion belongs - presented Womenõs Studies with the Contribution to the Milieu Prize.  The prize was awarded for the outstan-

ding work in putting on International Womenõs Week activities and conferences here at Vanier.  Arlene Steiger who helps 

organize the annual event was there to receive the award on behalf of all the people who work to bring interesting and  

timely speakers to Vanier to address a variety of social issues during International Womenõs Week. 

 

òFounded as an òin-houseó program by a small group of teachers in the early days of Vanier College, the Womenõs Studies 

Program operates as both an academic program and as a locus from which to address gender issues in the college commu-

nity,ó indicates Arlene Steiger. òWe have tackled many problems and are proud of our involvement in the development and 

implementation of sexual harassment policies and employment equity programs in the College. Every year we sponsor a 

celebration of Womenõs History Month in October, reflection upon the problem of violence against women in December, 

and a week of speakers and events organized around International Womenõs Week in March.ó 

 
For someone who wants an exciting career as an audio profes-

sional, Vanier Continuing Education has revamped its Audio 

Recording Technology AEC program. Upgraded and modern-

ized facilities and studios, with brand new computers and 

equipment,  welcome students into the program.  

 

Exciting jobs  
 
 

Where do they go when they graduate?  To a variety of very inter-

esting jobs as live theatre and concert technicians, production and 

sound directors and technicians in the recording industry, TV and 

radio sound engineers, technicians and directors for advertising and 

commercial projects, post-synchronization and audio dubbing tech-

nicians, internet audio specialists, sound effects technicians and 

video game developers. 

 

 Sam Assoum a graduate of the program says, òIõm so lucky. I found 

a job doing sound design and audio implementation for next genera-

tion games at the Montreal based video game developer A2M, 

(Artificial Mind and Movement). It's going amazing!ó  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Continuing Education:   

Audio Recording Technology: revised and upgraded 



First Time Concert: Three Big Bands jazz it up at Vanier  
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On Wednesday, October 15th, 2008, the four-hundred 

seat Auditorium was bouncing with the lively beat of 

trumpets, trombones, saxophones and drums, when the 

Vanier College Music Department held a Big Band Eve-

ning.  

 
Three bands took to the stage before an enthusiastic audien-

ce: the Lindsay Place High School Jazz Band (Patricia Dupuis, 

Director), the Vanier College Big Band (Jocelyn Couture, 

Director) and the Université de Montréal Big Band (Ron Di 

Lauro, Director). The event was hosted by CBC Radioõs Kel-

ly Rice as part of CBC Montreal Matters. 

 
All three orchestra directors are trumpet players, and Patri-

cia Dupuis and Jocelyn Couture are also both Vanier gradua-

tes.  One of the performing high school students was Simon 

Cartile, the son of Michael Cartile, another Vanier alumnus.  

Father and son are both trumpet players. 

 

 
A representative of each big band was interviewed on CBCõs 

All in a Weekend, on October 18, where the young musicians 

voiced their enthusiastic appreciation of this event. 

 
òIt was a terrific evening,ó stated Nadia Turbide, Coordina-

tor of the Music Department at Vanier.  

 
òThe jazz ensembles already had quality material ready to 

perform and the musicians were overjoyed to hear the pro-

gress that takes place as students move through Cegep and 

university music studies.   

 
I think we will make it a yearly event. And weõll hold it early 

in the fall so that it kicks off the music year with a big event 

that gets everybody motivated and excited about the rest of 

the music school year ahead.ó 

$48 000 Grant to digitize music documents 

 
How do you get your hands on the first reviews of 

Massenetõs operas?  With great difficulty!  But the task 

will soon be easier thanks to an international project 

aimed at digitizing French music criticism spanning the 

19th century.   

 
Catrina Flint who teaches Music History and Ear Training at 

Vanier, is heading a team of Canadian musicologists working 

on digitizing music criticism texts going back two hundred 

years.   

 
In the fall of 2008 she received a $48000 grant from SSHRCõs 

International Opportunities Fund.  Itõs the first international 

grant aimed at getting historical music texts off paper and 

onto the computer screen.   

 
Joining her are leading Canadian music researchers, Sabina 

Ratner (a retired Vanier Music teacher) and Michel Dusches-

neau from Université de Montréal, Steven Huebner of McGill 

University and Sylvia Lõ£cuyer of the CBC. 

Noël en France with Vanier Choir   
 
On December 4, the Vanier College Choir, directed by 

Erica Phare, highlighted French music during its annual 

choral concert held in Église Saint-Laurent.  

 
Noël en France paid tribute to great French compositions 

celebrating Christmas, with excerpts from Poulenc, Berlioz, 

Honegger, and Debussy.  The concert program also included 

the premiere of Trois Noëls, a work for two pianos, written 

and performed by Vanierõs own Robert Frederick Jones.   

 
The  seventy-six menõs and womenõs voices of the Vanier 

Choir were joined by forty-six singers of the McGill Conser-

vatory Adult Choir, which was founded and directed by Erica 

Phare.   

 

 

 
Well-known Vanier Classical Voice teacher, Tamara Vickerd-

Armstrong, was the guest soprano.  

 
Unique to this yearõs program was the accompaniment ð all 

performed on two pianos by the arrangers themselves: Anne 

Marie Denoncourt who has arranged many large-scale works 

for two pianos, four hands, and Robert Frederick Jones per-

former, composer and arranger extraordinaire.    

 
The program featured Arthur Honeggerõs Laudate Dominum 

(Cantate de Noël), Hector Berliozõ Adieu des bergers,  Trois 

Noëls by Robert Frederick Jones,  Claude Debussyõs Six épi-

graphes antiques, and Francis Poulencõs Lõembarquement pour 

Cythère and Gloria. 



Vanier College Walks for 

Life and raises money to 

fight AIDS  
 

Dressed in bright red T-shirts and waving 

the College banner, a group of Vanier 

participants hit the streets of downtown 

Montreal on September 21, in the annual 

Fahra Foundation Walk for Life aimed at 

raising awareness and money for HIV and 

AIDS in Quebec.  This year Vanier raised 

more than $1000 for the Foundation.  

  
Made up of thirty-five Nursing students and 

faculty, as well as representatives from the 

International Education Office and their 

friends and families, the boisterous and en-

thusiastic Vanier contingency, marched along 

chanting, cheering, and urging support for 

the Foundation and AIDS research.  This 

was the fourteenth year that Nurse Melodie 

Hicks has spearheaded Vanier participation 

in the walk and fundraising for the Founda-

tion.  

 
Vanier College is especially committed to 

raising awareness about AIDS.  In 2007, the 

International Education Office launched 

Vanier AIDS Action in Africa, a CIDA-funded 

project focusing on HIV/AIDS, that aims to 

get Vanier students involved in the fight 

against HIV/AIDS in Africa. As well, in Janua-

ry 2008, a group of Vanier students, faculty 

and staff travelled to Malawi in Africa to 

witness first-hand the devastating effects of 

this disease on that country.  This fall, Va-

nier students went into local high schools to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
talk to students about the trip and tell them 

what they can do to help fight HIV/AIDS. 

 
òAlthough Canada has more resources for 

those infected with HIV/AIDS,ó indicates 

Melodie Hicks, òthe reality is that living with 

this disease is not easy for anyone.ó 

 
òFurthermore,ó she elaborates, òrecent 

statistics indicate that people with AIDS 

who are no longer able to work, receive 

only $800 a month in government assistan-

ce, to live on.  You can imagine that given 

the cost of rent and food, that money does  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not go a long way.  Thatõs why the food 

banks set up by the Farha Foundation are so 

important.  They are absolutely essential for 

survival.ó  

 
òI have been involved with Walk for Life for 

14 years,ó explains Melodie, òbecause I be-

lieve we must offer hope to the next gene-

ration and not stop the fight against HIV/

AIDS. We must continue to provide educa-

tion to prevent the spread of infection and 

to support research for a cure.ó  
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Vanier College and the Community at Large 

Vanier College partners 

with CBC Montreal  

 Matters to explore Youth 
 

  

Once again this year Vanier College was a 

partner with CBC Montreal Matters, a month-

long CBC community outreach initiative 

during October. This yearõs theme of 

Youth  aimed to give voice to young people 

and hear about their concerns and their 

problems, their involvement in the solutions 

of community and global issues, their art, 

and their accomplishments.  

 
Vanier College held several activities hig-

hlighting Young People. Vanier students who 

travelled to Malawi in 2008 presented their 

findings on AIDS in Africa, to fellow Vanier 

students and to local high schools. In mid-

October, music was the centrepiece when 

Big Bands from Lindsay Place High School, 

Vanier College and the Université de Mon-

tréal  performed in the Vanier Auditorium.  

 
During the Social Science Festival, Vanier  

Anthropology  students joined roundtable 

discussions on racial segregation and cultural 

diversity.  In addition to these events, Martin 

Siberok , Coordinator of the Communica-

tions: Arts, Media and Theatre program, 

arranged for three of his students to 

conduct interviews on Dave Bronstetterõs 

weekend CBC radio show. 

 
Due to all this activity, CBC Radio hosts 

interviewed several of our students and the 

CBC Montreal Matters team named Vanier a 

star partner this year with more events, 

more support and more information forth-

coming from our college than any of the 

other partners.   

 
CBC was very impressed with all the Vanier 

students interviewed on the various CBC 

Radio shows. They found our students intel-

ligent and very articulate.  And Kelly Rice 

who hosted the Big Bands Evening was 

thrilled with that evening and with the stu-

dents who subsequently appeared on òAll in 

a Weekendó on October 18th.    

 
The best part of it all was that the produc-

ers commented on the number of events 

and activities going on here.  òI had no idea 

Vanier was so active and did so many great 

things!ó was the comment going round.  

 
 



Canadians donõt even give it a second thought: September comes and children head back to school.  But theyõre the lucky ones 

because worldwide more than 72 million children never attend a school.  To shed light on this problem, Vanier College has re-

ceived funding from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for a public engagement project entitled Joining 

Canadaõs Fight to Achieve Universal Primary Education.  

 

òThe goal of the project,ó says Judy Macdonald 

responsible for the International Education Office, 

òis to get Vanier students involved in issues related 

to access to primary education around the world, 

and to give them the chance to support Canadaõs 

participation in international cooperation. Overall 

the Vanier project will focus on education in sub-

Saharan Africa and especially the inaccessibility of 

education for girls.ó 

 

The International Education Office officially 

launched the project during Education for All Aware-

ness Week from October 27-31, when several 

NGOs visited the campus informing students of the 

specific ways they can help increase access to edu-

cation in Africa and a book drive to benefit Africa 

also took place. 

 

During Education for All Day, a one-day conference 

on October 29, guest speakers exposed the difficul-

ties surrounding access to education worldwide. 

Speakers included Wanda Bedard, who established 

60 Million Girls, a foundation to support education 

for girls in developing countries, Michelle Manks 

from the World University Service of Canada (WUSC) which fosters human development and global understanding through education 

and training; Glynis Williams from Action réfugiés Montréal and Sharon Peters from Teachers without Borders. 

 

The highlight of the Vanier project will be a Malawi Study Program in June, 2009 when ten students will travel to Malawi to work in rural 

primary and secondary schools. On their return to Montreal, the students will share their discoveries and observations with fellow Vanier 

students as well Montreal high school students.  The students selected are: James Arruda: Commerce, Jen Barbato: Health Science, Cathy 

Bernard: Business Administration: Accounting and Management 

Technology, Marianne Ducharme-Ouellet: Social Science - Law and 

Society Major, Sarah Lone: Social Sciences - Green Studies Major, 

Katherine Poirier: Science - International Baccalaureate, Victoria 

Slodki: Social Sciences - International Studies Major, Audrey Vanasse: 

Commerce 

 

This is Vanierõs second CIDA public engagement project. Currently 

the College is involved in Vanier AIDS Action in Africa, where the fol-

low-up actions of the participating students have been extremely 

positive.  And the Education for All project promises to be equally 

successful.  òThe response has been overwhelmingly positive,ó says 

Judy Macdonald.  

 

 

In one of the many activities presented in our Education for All 

Public Awareness Week, students, teachers and staff treated 

themselves to some delicious and responsible fair trade candy as 

they got some scary facts about global education and fair trade. 
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Education for All: Vanier College gets students involved 

Students selected for the 2009 Malawi trip 
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òMost hunger, most poverty is invisible,ó says Jim At-

kinson, Socio-Economic Officer at Vanier College and 

organizer of the annual Toonie Tuesday fundraising 

event. òIt could be anyone you pass in a corridor. You 

canõt tell who hasnõt eaten that day or who might 

have been  beaten that morning.ó  

 
So, on November 18, Vanier faculty, staff and students 

pitched in together to donate to a fund for helping stu-

dents in need.  A tape was laid on the floor down the C-

corridor leading out of the Student Mall, and passers-by dug into their pockets to stick a Toonie 

on the line.  Donation boxes and bottles were also set up at various spots on campus where 

people gave cheques, five and ten dollar bills, and extra loose change.  

 
More than $4200 was raised and 

turned over to the Vanier College 

Foundation.   

 

During the Autumn session the Foundation gave close to $4700 in emer-

gency loans to students, and $5000 for the purchase of books. Every year 

more than a thousand Vanier students receive this kind of help.  This year 

$845 from Toonie Tuesday also went to buy food vouchers that were then 

given to students in need.  

Jim Atkinson knows the need is great among Vanier students.   òI see two 

students a week who are forced out of their home and are in crisis, strug-

gling to find shelter, food, and money for transportation,ó he indicates.  òFor 

the most urgent cases, funds can often be made available within twenty-four 

hours.ó   

Vanier Foundation News 
 

New Development Officer 
 
In September 2008, the Board of the Vanier College Foundation, hired Ilana Linden as the Development Officer for the Foundation. Ilana 

worked with the Oratorio Terezin team as a fund-raiser and she has previous fundraising experience in the Arts Sector. Ilana has been wor-

king with the Faculty Deans concerning worthy projects for possible support by the Foundation. Ilana, who is responsible for fund raising 

and events organization for the Foundation, can be reached at local 7902 or  by email:  foundation@vaniercollege.qc.ca or  

lindeni@vaniercollege.qc.ca   At present she is located in room H-205. 

 
Ilana joins Silvana Cannatelli who is responsible for finance and administration for the Foundation; tasks that she has ably handled during 

the past few years, especially as part of the Oratorio Terezin project.  For further information about the Vanier College Foundation, please 

consult either Ilana Linden or Silvana Cannatelli (7025, cannates@vaniercollege.qc.ca)  
 

2008 Golf Tournament 
 
The 9th Annual Vanier College Foundation Golf Tournament held in May 2008 at the prestigious Golf Saint-Raphaël, hosted 116 golfers 

and raised $25,000 for the general fund of the Foundation. Thanks to the generosity of all the players and sponsors, the Foundation is 

able to fulfill its mission of supporting students at Vanier.   

 

Toonie Tuesday at Vanier College raises $4200 for students in need  
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News from Human Resources 
 

Thomas Ingerman appointed new Vanier Registrar    
 
Following a very competitive selection process, Thomas Ingerman was appointed the new 

Vanier College Registrar, in September. Thomas Ingerman is a former Vanier employee, who 

for the past few years has held the position of Manager of Records and Registration at Daw-

son College.  A graduate of Vanier College, Mr Ingerman has worked at Vanier for the bet-

ter part of the past twenty-nine years.   

 
Raised in Saint Laurent, Thomas Ingerman hails from a family that is committed to education 

and to the community.  One of his sisters teaches at Vanier College and his father is a re-

tired professor from McGill University.  Thomas Ingerman has always been involved in 

sports.  As a student he worked as a lifeguard and coached swimming in Saint Laurent.  He 

currently volunteers with Saint Laurent youth programs as a coach in the house league soc-

cer program and as treasurer of the house league basketball program.   
 

 

John McMahonôs mandate as  

Academic Dean of  Vanier College renewed  
 
On November 25, 2008, the Vanier College Board of Directors met and endorsed 

the renewal of John McMahonõs mandate as Academic Dean of Vanier College for 

the next five years, starting June 25, 2009.  The renewal followed from an extensi-

ve consultation and review process by the Mandate Review Committee and the 

recommendation of Academic Council.  John McMahon came to Vanier in July 

2006.  He brought to his position twenty-five years of experience as a teacher and 

expertise on teaching in Nunavut and Canadaõs Far North. John McMahon also held 

the position of Director of Centennial College for five years. 
 

 

George Archer named  

Special Advisor to the Director General 
 
In November, Director General, Gilbert Héroux announced that Mr. George Archer, 

current Dean of the Faculty of Technology at Vanier College, accepted a special assign-

ment as Senior Advisor to the Director General. In his role as Senior Advisor, George 

Archer will be responsible for the development and initial implementation of a strategy 

promoting a closer working relationship between Vanier College, industry, and other 

community partners in the employment sector.  

 
Mr. Archer will identify the training needs of employers and suggest ways of melding 

the resources of the College with current employment needs. In particular, he will 

explore the types and format of programs which could best be offered through Vanier.  

He will also work at raising the profile of Vanier Career and Technology Programs by 

building Vanierõs presence in the business and institutional communities. 

 
òAnother important task will be to make recommendations to me and to the College on the best ways to structure a long-term industry 

and institutional training program at Vanier,ó adds Gilbert H®roux. òAnswering those needs is not a one-time effort and we need to have 

a clear sense of what measures can best insure the continuity of our efforts in a culture of lifelong learning.ó 

 

Gilbert H®roux goes on to say that òVanier College is very fortunate to have access to the knowledge and expertise of George at this 

crucial time.  His knowledge of education, his familiarity with the technology sector and his tremendous communication and representa-

tion abilities are significant assets to the success of this assignment.  I am very grateful to him for having accepted this assignment.ó 
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Retirements 
 
Marian Bass 
Marcel Beaulé 
Nat Bernstein 
Hugh Bickford 
Neil Caplan 
Judith Cohen 
Louise Dion 
Walter Dubiel 
Avrum Dunsky 
Mireille Galanti 
David Hall 
Ronald Headland 
Cheryl Holmes 
Robert Holmes 
Stuart Juzda 
Sadat Kazi 
Claudette Lauriault 
Andrew Lawless 
Linda Loney 

 
 
Annie Macdonald 
Surinder Mahajan 
Kathy Maratta 
Fred Mayer 
Malcolm McIntosh 
Art McMillan 
Huguette Miyake 
Eric Morgan 
Peter Naylor 
[ƛƴŘŀ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ 
Mary Beth Painter 
Monique Parent 
Bill Petts 
Brenda Pollock 
Leonard Prepas 
Raymond Prystasz 
Steven Rosenfield 
Karen Runnels 
Irene Saharov 
David Smith 
Bruce Stuchbery 

 
 
Keith Tedman 
Dianne Tessier 
Donna Trenholme 
Stan Unger 
 

20-Year Service  
 
Chris Amos 
Helen Babouras 
Rita Bonar 
Lorraine Clarke 
Sabino Della Sala 
Alan Harris 
Carol Anne Inglis 
Sandra Laframboise 
Brian Llewellyn-Ap-Dafydd 
Diane Nyisztor 
David Peters 
Diane Poudrier 
Eva Stelzer 

The Annual Vanier College Celebration 

Honouring Retirees and 20-Year Service Employees 

held at Buffet Roma, November 22, 2008 


