
current urban realities here in Montreal and the efforts 
to make systemic change through the Montreal Urban 
Aboriginal Community Strategy. 

THURSDAY, October 18

8:30 - 10:00 – FILM 
The Bro Code (Auditorium)

Filmmaker Thomas Keith, a professor of philosophy at 
California State University, Long Beach, provides an en-
grossing look at the forces in male culture that condition 
boys and men to dehumanize and disrespect women. 
Breaking down a range of contemporary media forms 
targeted explicitly at young men, Keith teases out the 
main maxims of “bro culture” and “the bro code,” and 
examines how this seemingly ironic mentality reinforces 
misogyny and gender violence in the real world. 

10:00 - 11:30 – Launchbox (Auditorium)
Student Innovation and Creation

Meet Vanier students who are creating great things and 
getting things done! Vanier LaunchBox is an initiative 
that gives students the opportunity to pitch ideas to 
bring about innovation or to join in on existing projects. 
Students who take part will not only have a chance to 
win prizes, but may even be funded to bring their idea to 
life thanks to the Government of Québec that has made 
$50,000 available this year for student projects. Come 
listen to the amazing projects that Vanier students have 
done through this program.  It’s a great way to inspire 
your students to take actions beyond the classroom.

11:30 - 1:00 – FILM 
Under the Husk (Auditorium)

“Ohero:kon - Under the Husk” is a 26-min documentary 
following the journey of  two Mohawk girls as they take 
part in their traditional passage rites to becoming Mo-
hawk Women.  Kaienkwinehtha and Kasennakohe are 
childhood friends from traditional families living in the 
Mohawk Community of Akwesasne that straddles the 
U.S. / Canada border.  They both take part in a four-year 
adolescent passage rites ceremony called Oheró:kon 
“Under the Husk” that has been revived in their com-
munity.  This ceremony challenges them spiritually, 
mentally, emotionally and physically.  It shapes the 
women they become. 

1:00 - 2:30 – Marc Belanger (Auditorium)
Race and Music

We all like to think that our taste in music is personal 
and unique. It is. But we are all influenced by social 

forces as well. This interactive presentation will look at 
the different ways that race and ethnicity can have an 
impact on your experience of music.

FRIDAY, October 19

8:30 - 10:00 – Matthieu Sossoyan (Auditorium)
Catal Huyuk: Human Society and Early
Agriculture

In this presentation, we will examine the reasons why hu-
mans invented agriculture and farming starting around 
10,000 years ago. We will also examine the effects this 
had on human societies and their natural environment. 
Finally, we will take a peek inside humanity’s oldest 
known city, the Turkish archeological site known as Catal 
Huyuk.

10:00 - 11:30 – Isaac Souweine (Auditorium)
A Path to Leadership

In this talk, Isaac will share highlights from his career 
journey as a philosophy and religion major turned 
product manager and startup investor. The talk will focus 
on questions such as how to choose a vocation, how to 
chart a professional path and how to find meaning in 
and outside of work. It will also feature some reflections 
on Montreal’s startup ecosystem and the larger world of 
technology-powered innovation.

1:00 - 2:30 – John McMahon (Auditorium)
The Winding Road from Vanier to Vanier

In this presentation, Vanier’s Director General and a 
Social Science graduate will chronicle his career from 
a Vanier ‘drop-out’ after only two weeks in 1974, to his 
return, first as Academic Dean and then as Director 
General.  His ‘winding road’ as a high school and CEGEP 
educator in various locations from the Arctic to the Baha-
mas has been full of adventure and includes numerous 
life lessons. 

2:30 – 4:00 – Katharine Dempsey (Auditorium) 
AI in Daily Life

Katharine’s talk will explain what AI is, how it relates to 
other advancing technologies, and illuminate some of 
the most pressing issues to consider as we increasingly 
incorporate AI into every aspect of life. Whether it be so-
cial and political systems or small aspects of daily life, AI 
ubiquity is already here, but it is not too late to consider 
the ethical, social and cultural implications. Pedagogi-
cal experts agree that increasing STEM-education alone 
will not prepare humanity for the changes of the 21st 
century. 



Vanier College | Social Science Festival 
“Social Science 2.0”

October 15-19, 2018
Humans innovate.  It’s what we do.  This raises an 
important question – as societies grow and change, 
how do humans adapt?  What have people done 
in the past?  What will they do in the future?  This 
year’s Social Science Festival explores innova-
tion and change in its various iterations.  Our ros-
ter of events gives participants the opportunity to 
learn about the many ways that innovation mani-
fests itself. In a rapidly changing world, it provides 
the opportunity to delve into the theoretical and 
practical concepts that are studied in social sci-
ence but also affect everyone, in their daily lives.    

All events are free of charge and open to the Vanier 
community and to the public. No registration is re-
quired for talks in the auditorium; however, registra-
tion is required for the workshops. Teachers wishing 
to bring their classes to any event should contact 
Kelly MacDonald, event organizer, at macdonak@
vaniercollege.qc.ca or at 514-744-7500 ext 7789.

The Social Science Festival was started in 2000 
by anthropology teacher, Mark Prentice. Every year, 

we showcase the work of researchers, activists, 
community workers and others from Vanier, from 

the local Montreal community and from elsewhere.

We acknowledge that this event takes place on Tio’tia:ke 
(where the currents meet / Montreal), which is situated on 
the traditional unceded territories of the Kanien’kehá:ka 

people, more commonly known as Mohawk. Tio’tia:ke was 
also a gathering place for many First Nations.  

 

MONDAY, October 15

8:30 - 10:00  (Amphitheatre) 
Unleash Your Creativity - WORKSHOP

What is creativity and how can we be more creative in 
our daily lives? This workshop will develop your creative 
potential through exercises, team activities, and prob-
lem solving, which will help students to become more 
creative in their everyday activities: at school, home, 
and work. Many of us think that creativity is reserved for 
those who pursue an artistic lifestyle. It’s often consid-
ered an innate talent. But creativity, like all processes, is 

actually learned behaviour. Thinking outside the box when 
you have to prepare a presentation, coming up with solu-
tions to working in a group, becoming ‘unstuck’ when you 
need an original topic for a project…these are just some of 
the creative elements we’ll touch on in the workshop. 

Please sign-up for this workshop by emailing Kelly 
MacDonald at macdonak@vaniercollege.qc.ca.  Space is 
limited.

1:00 - 2:30 – Yasmin Jiwani  (Auditorium)
Digital Graveyards

With the increasing proliferation and embeddedness 
of digital technologies, the phenomenon of death is no 
longer separated from daily life, nor confined only to the 
graveyard or material traces of lives lived and lost. Rather, 
death in the digital age has become an integral feature of 
modern life. From memorial pages on Facebook and other 
social media to actual digital graveyards, memorialization 
has become a common feature.  In this talk, Dr. Jiwani 
focuses on various digital graveyards, highlighting their 
particular features which lend them a versatility whereby 
the lives of ordinary people can be mourned, celebrated 
and remembered. At the same time, these graveyards also 
privilege particular peoples and specific kinds of stories, 
often erasing the contributions and experiences of margin-
alized groups and individuals. 

2:30 - 4:00 – Pearl Eliadis  (Auditorium)
Religious Freedom and Reasonable 
Accommodation

What is the relationship between reasonable accommo-
dation and religious freedom? Why has this been such 
a difficult issue in Quebec? Recent developments will be 
explored, including the highlights from Supreme Court 
decisions, and attempts by the Liberal government to 
legislate its own version of a reasonable accommodation 
through Bill 62.”

4:00 - 5:30 – Susan Bissonnette (Auditorium)
Art and Fascism

Italians at the beginning of the 20th century were excited 
about the possibility of a future filled with technology, 
inventions and prosperity for their newly unified country. 
Artists, writers, journalists and politicians responded with 
resounding enthusiasm, producing works of art, publica-
tions and passionate speeches. War and a dictator’s rise 
to power changed everything. This is an historical review 
of some of the events leading to the rise of fascism in Italy 
and a warning about how easily it can happen again.

TUESDAY, October 16

8:30 - 10:00 – Miles DeNora (Auditorium)
The twenty-five year New York Times war 
against Hillary Clinton: How the “Newspaper of 
Record” made Donald Trump president

What happened? How is it possible that Donald Trump 
was elected president of the United States? As the election 
was remarkably close, many reasons can be offered to 
explain Trump’s election. This talk will make the argument 
that the New York Times, with its incessantly negative, 
false, unfair and misleading coverage of Hillary Clinton, 
was ultimately the key ingredient in what transpired.

10:00 - 11:30 – Joël Casséus (Auditorium)
Life as an object

How can we reconcile the sociological project of explaining 
and the sensitive experience of fiction? This discussion will 
highlight some contradictions and connections between 
fiction and the sociological imagination. We will illustrate 
how literature can help our sociological understanding of 
complex issues in the field of the sociology of racism.

1:00-2:30 Olufemi Vaughan (Auditorium)
Religion, Nigeria and the Rise of Boko Haram

Olufemi (Femi) Vaughan is the Alfred Sargent Lee and 
Mary Ames Lee Professor of African Studies at Amherst 
College. He is the author and editor of ten books including 
Religion and the Making of Nigeria (Duke University Press, 
2016; 2017 Nigerian Studies Association Book Prize) and 
Nigerian Chief Traditional Power in Modern Politics, 1890s-
1990s (University of Rochester Press, 2000; 2001 Cecil B. 
Curry Book Prize – Association of Global South Studies). 
Dr. Vaughan will be discussing the role of religion in rela-
tion to Nigerian politics and the rise of Boko Haram.

2:30 - 4:00 – Mark Prentice (Auditorium)
The Science of Social Science

Mark Prentice is the founder of the Social Science Festival, 
and his talk will focus on the Social Science Paradigm with 
particular attention to the question of where is the science 
in the Social Sciences. Central to this debate is why there is 
a general misunderstand of the contributions of the Social 
Sciences, especially when compared to the Natural Sci-
ences, a question that raises the very nature of the object 
of study in both these fields.

4:00 - 5:30 – Dr. Tracy Zhang (Auditorium)
The Global Circus

Dr. Zhang will present a short talk on the modern develop-
ment of Chinese acrobatics. The purpose is to contextual-
ize her film - The Flip Side: A Global Circus Story. This artistic 

coming-of-age story focuses on a Chinese circus artist who 
leaves his parents at 9 to train and goes on to perform 
with Cirque du Soleil. Ending up at the cutting-edge 
Montreal circus troupe 7 Fingers, he finds a strength in his 
journey that he never dreamed of. The Flip Side presents 
the increasingly globalized circus world, where disparate 
people and acrobatic cultures come together, clash and 
ultimately transform each other.

WEDNESDAY, October 17

8:00 - 9:30 – Mark Reynolds (Auditorium)
Respecting Cannabis

With legalization happening in Canada on October 17th, 
cannabis will become a much more common part of 
everyday life for millions of people. In this informational 
talk, Mark will draw upon his knowledge as a herbalist to 
explore the history, usage and implications of this power-
ful herb and its legalization.

11:00 - 12:30 – Lateef Martin (Auditorium)
Media Representation and Inclusivity in Film, 
Comics, TV and Videogames

Illustrator and co-writer of Z’Isle (Miscellaneum Studios), 
Lateef Martin will discuss how diversity is handled (and 
not handled) in media and how, more than ever, it has 
become a key issue in media from portrayals in film, com-
ics, television video games and cartoons. The presentation 
will explore Lateef Martin’s work and process, including 
discussion of his work, influences and the development of 
his company- Micellaneum Studies, along with the creation 
of his comic book and film, Z’Isle Stay Human.

12:30 - 2:00 – Quiz Show!!!  (Auditorium)
Social Science Quiz Show

The Quiz Show - where hilarity meets edu-ma- cation! 
Watch as emcee- extraordinaire (and psychology teacher), 
Peter Gantous, leads 4 teams of Vanier students through 
a grueling, but highly entertaining, series of Social Science 
and Commerce questions. Who will win the grand prize? 
Come cheer them on and find out! You’ll laugh, you’ll learn, 
you’ll love every moment!  There will prizes for the winners 
and audience too (FREE SWAG)!

2:00 - 3:30 – Nakuset (Auditorium)
The Resilience of Urban Aboriginals

The Resilience of Urban Aboriginals will begin with some 
historical context that includes a brief look at the gov-
ernment-imposed policies like the Indian Act, Residential 
School, and the 60’s scoop.  It will then proceed to the 


