
11:30-1:00 – David Goodin
The intersection of Fair Trade Coffee, Interna-
tional Aide, and Religion in Ethiopia
This talk will look at the Ethiopian Orthodox (Tewa-
hedo) Church and its complicated role as caretakers of 
remnant forests in this drought-prone African nation. 
By exploring the role of the church, international aid 
organizations, and reforms aimed at international trade, 
this talk puts into question the role of coffee planta-
tions and so called “fair trade” coffee.  

1:00-2:30 – Karen White (Auditorium)
Procrastination
Putting off work you know needs to be done, until 
you’re rushing and stressed …  Most people procrasti-
nate, and hate it, but they can’t seem to stop.  Why do 
we procrastinate?  Is there anything we can do about 
it?   Get some practical tips for getting your work done 
sooner.

2:30-4:00 – Jacky Vallee (Auditorium)
“Not Just a Drunk”: Perspectives of Indigenous 
Drinkers in Northern Quebec
Stereotypes abound in Canadian society about “drunk-
en Indians”. One of these stereotypes is that these 
“drunks” have lost their culture or that they have little 
awareness of the historical, social, and psychological 
reasons for which they drink. Based on their PhD re-
search in the Eeyou community of Chisasibi, Jacky will 
share the incredible resilience and agency that show 
through in the words of the Eeyou drinkers that shared 
their perspectives on their own lives and their aspira-
tions for the future.  

FRIDAY, October 20

8:30-10:00 – Martin Breaugh (Auditorium)
Attack the Facts: An Assault on Liberal 
Democracy
Recent attempts to discredit the notion of facts by the 
President of the United States have generated much 
attention in the US and abroad. In this lecture, I want 
to examine the role that the distinction between facts 
and values plays in the context of liberal democra-
cies. More than simply an epistemological position, I 
will suggest that the fact/value distinction is a pillar 
of liberal democracies inasmuch as it regulates the 
fundamental conflict that structures liberal societies, 
the conflict between science and liberty.

10:00-11:30 – Emmanuella Lambropolous 
(Auditorium)
You’re on the right track!
Emmanuella Lambropoulos MP was elected to the 
House of Commons of Canada in a by-election on April 
3, 2017.  At the age of 26, she’s now the MP for the 
electoral district of Saint-Laurent and a member of the 
Liberal Party of Canada.  But not so long ago, she was 
a Vanier Social Science student.  Through this talk, 
Emmanuella will discuss her journey from the hallowed 
halls of Vanier College all the way to the House of Com-
mons. Her talk will focus the importance of planning 
ahead, having a positive attitude, and trusting that 
you’re on the right track.

11:30-1:00 – Matt Hill (Auditorium)
One Tree Planted
Matt Hill is the founder of One Tree Planted, a non-
profit organization with a mission to reforest our planet 
and provide education, awareness, and engagement on 
the importance of trees.  Matt will discuss OTP’s work 
with individuals, businesses and schools, to create envi-
ronmentally sustainable initiatives by providing effective 
guidance and leadership.
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Vanier Social Science Festival 
October 16-20, 2017

“Perspectives”
It’s always a great challenge to see the world through 

someone else’s eyes. How do we expand our expe-
riences, or broaden our scope of learning to truly 

understand another viewpoint? How do we gain per-
spective? This year’s Vanier Social Science Festival 
will explore diverse perspectives on issues related to 

identity, social justice, environmentalism, and current 
political issues in Canada and throughout the world.

All events are free of charge and open to the Vanier 
community and to the public. No registration is 

required for talks in the auditorium; however, registra-
tion is required for the workshops. Teachers wishing 
to bring their classes to any event should contact 
Kelly MacDonald, event organizer, at macdonak@
vaniercollege.qc.ca or at 514-744-7500 x 7789.

The Social Science Festival was started in 2000 
by anthropology teacher, Mark Prentice. Every year, 

we showcase the work of researchers, activists, 
community workers and others from Vanier, from 

the local Montreal community and from elsewhere.

We acknowledge that this event takes place on Tio’tia:ke 
(where the currants meet / Montreal), which is situated on 
the traditional unceded territories of the Kanien’kehá:ka 
people, more commonly known as Mohawk. Tio’tia:ke was 

also a gathering place for many First Nations. 
 

MONDAY, October 16

10:00-11:30: Rachel Zellars (Auditorium)
Notes on Blackness, Disability and the Afterlife 
of Slavery
This speech explores the relationship between Black-
ness, enslavement, and disability, with a specific focus 
on contextualizing recent police killings of disabled 
Black peoples. While Dr. Zellars will discuss recent 
Canadian state killings of disabled Black men, she will 
also highlight that they are not exclusionary, and are 
an opportunity to better theorize the trans-nationality 
of Black enslavement legacies between the “bleeding 
borders” of two nations.

11:30-1:00:  Alexa Conradi (Auditorium)
A Feminist Take on the Rise of Quebec Populism
Are you worried about the rise of hate and inequality in 
Quebec? Where did it all start and how did it get so 
nasty? Alexa Conradi, former president of Quebec’s larg-
est feminist network, will address the conflicts that split 
Quebec society and the reasons why they are so explo-
sive. Using a feminist sense to link it to Charter of Values, 
austerity, violence against women.

1:00-2:30 – Alex Mota, Malawi Nursing Panel 
(Auditorium)
Social Science Research and Health
Every Social Science Student needs to take RM.  Alex 
Mota took her research to the next level to Malawi!  Learn 
about Alex’s experience researching feminine health 
among Malawian high school students.  Along with 
Melodie Hicks and Vanier nursing students, this panel 
will explore the intersection between social science and 
health studies, taking place at Vanier.

2:30-4:00 – Elana Cooperberg (Location: TBD, 
Sign-Up Required)
Workshop: Unleashing Your Creativity
What is creativity and how can we be more creative in our 
daily lives? This workshop will develop your creative poten-
tial through exercises, team activities, and problem solv-
ing, which will help students to become more creative in 
their everyday activities: at school, home, and work. 

Please sign-up for this workshop by emailing:
Kelly MacDonald at macdonak@vaniercollege.qc.ca.  
Space is limited.

TUESDAY, October 17

8:30-10:00 – Miles DeNora (Auditorium)
How the “Newspaper of Record” made Donald 
Trump President
What happened? How is it possible that Donald Trump 
was elected president of the United States? As the 
election was remarkably close, many reasons can be 
offered to explain Trump’s election. This talk will make 
the argument that the New York Times, with its inces-
santly negative, false, unfair and misleading coverage of 
Hillary Clinton, was ultimately the key ingredient in what 
transpired.

10:00-11:30 – Ara Karaboghossian (Auditorium)
The Global Resurgence of Political Populism: 
Pundits have observed worrisome global rise in national-
ism, protectionism, intolerance, nativism, xenophobia 
and racism. This trend is associated with a resurgence 
in political populism. This talk will provide an overview 
of the notion of political populisms, attempt to explain 
some of the reasons for its resurgence and probe its 
consequences. 

11:30-1:00 – Ann Elbourne (Auditorium)
Act Justly, Love Mercy: Christian Church 
Cathedral’s Social Justice Action Group
Many of the structures of our world are unjust, creating 
inequalities, with the result that many people are op-
pressed. This talk will discuss the work done through the 
Christ Church Anglican Cathedral’s Social Justice Action 
Group, which works to curb injustices through analysis, 
education, protest, advocacy.

4:00-5:30 – Tom Fennario (Auditorium)
Nation to Nation: Covering Indigenous Issues in 
the Media
Often mis or under-represented in mainstream media, 
the First Nation, Inuit, and Métis peoples are among 
the fastest growing populations in the country and their 
relationship with the nation of Canada is complicated, 
frequently caustic, and always fascinating. This talk will 
be an overview of best practices and challenges when 
covering Indigenous issues as an outsider.

WEDNESDAY, October 18

9:30-11:00 – Michael Loft (Auditorium)
Educo or Learning in the Age of Canada’s 
Reconciliation with First Peoples
In this experiential exercise, participants will explore 
their innate willingness to learn from Indigenous People. 
Historically, Indigenous peoples’ traditional knowledge 
has been minimized, negated and neglected for centu-
ries. How then can mainstream students can come to 
terms with this? How can they reverse this longstanding 
trend and come to appreciate and develop a disposition 
to learn from Native people? This talk will explore these 
questions through group exercises, poetry & Q&A. 

11:00-12:30 – Dion Walcott (Auditorium)
Sneaker Culture and Social Engagement
“Sole.Preneaur,” Dion Walcott, focusses on creative en-
gagement through the exploration of sneaker culture and 
how it captures the attention of diverse demographics 
while exploring unconventional access points to describe 
the intersecting identities of age, class, race, and gender. 

12:30-2:00 – Quiz Show!!!  (Theatre Room)
It’s back!  The Quiz Show - where hilarity meets edu-ma- 
cation! Watch as emcee- extrordinaire (and psychology 
teacher), Peter Gantous, lead 4 teams of Vanier students 
through a grueling, but highly entertaining, series of 
Social Science and Commerce questions. Who will win 
the grand prize? Come cheer them on and find out! You’ll 
laugh, you’ll learn, you’ll love every moment!

2:00-3:30 – Chiara Piazzesi (Auditorium)
On the illusion of “having it all”: 
This talk will explore notions of feminism and gender 
issues as it relates to the experiences of Western women. 
Dr. Piazzesi will explore this topic from a sociological, 
economic and political perspective, highlighting the com-
plicated balance that many women work to achieve.

3:30-5:00 Sebastian Di Poi (Auditorium)
Concordia Food Coalition 
The Concordia Food Coalition (CFC) is concerned about 
the economic, ecological, and social implications of the 
food system. The CFC works to facilitate a transition to 
a more sustainable food system in collaboration with 
organizations at Concordia and beyond. 

THURSDAY, October 19

10:00-11:30 – Martha Bernstein (Auditorium)
Thomas Jefferson and His Complicated 
Relationships
Thomas Jefferson, founding father and third president of 
the United States is often presented as one of its greatest 
patriots. However, Jefferson’s legacy has a dark side. This 
paper will use recent archival and archeological evidence 
to explore the fundamental contradiction of Jefferson’s 
life, his complex feelings toward slavery and his public 
persona as a Liberal of his era. 


