
Monday, October 19

10:00-11:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Alena Perout
“Garbage Wars: 
What are we doing with our solid waste?”
Humans are unique on this planet in so many 
ways, but of great concern for the environment 
is the solid waste we produce.  We create such 
large quantities that many are wondering where 
it is all going.  This presentation will examine 
different types of solid waste, where we put it, 
where it ends up, and how we should be recy-
cling it.  We will look at garbology and how it has 
changed our perception of waste.  We will also 
see how we recycle what we produce, and how 
others like the Zabballen, recycle what they have.  
Finally you will learn about the great North At-
lantic Garbage patch and follow the course of  
that... plastic thing that holds the cans together. 
 
11:30-12:45 (Auditorium A 103)
Jacky Vallée
“We’re surrounded, you know?” Getting to know
young drinkers in Eeyou Istchee (Cree Land) 
In this presentation, Jacky will describe his first 
fieldwork experience as a Master’s student in 
anthropology. You will hear about the process in-
volved in starting and conducting fieldwork but 
also about real situations - some funny, some sad 
and some scary - that happened in the field when 
he ignored the advice of his hosts and “hung 
around with the drunks”. The most important 
lesson that he learned was that even the most 
marginalized people within a group have a lot to 
say. This lesson prompted him to pursue his PhD 
on the topic of drinking among Native youth with 
the hopes that more Canadians, both Native and 
non-Native, will take the time to listen to what 
the “drunks” have to say. An ongoing theme in 
the presentation is how current social issues in 
Aboriginal communities are tied into Canada’s co-
lonial past and neo-colonial present. 
 
1:00-2:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Wanda Bédard
“Entrepreneurship and social justice: 
Are they a good mix?” 
Wanda Bédard will describe how her interest in 
the plight of women in Afghanistan under Taliban 
rule led to her financing education projects for 
girls in the developing world.  With a background 
in business, she will explain what pushed her to 
take action and why the decision to start a public 
foundation supporting girls’ education.

2:30-3:45 (Auditorium A 103)
Hélène Tremblay
Families of the World: 
Travels into the Heart of Humanity
Hélène Tremblay, author of “The Families of the 
World collection,” shares her experiences living 
with families around the world through the imagery 
of  hundreds of stunning and revealing photographs 
of life around the globe that touch on themes such 
as human nature, the basic needs human beings 
share, love, misery, the environment, violence, 
education and peace.  With the art of a storyteller 

she aims to inspire students to reflect on their  
own ideas and perceptions on humanity and to  
encourage openness to other cultures. For more 
information visit: www.fdmfow.org.

4:00-5:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Bill Reimer
“What Box? What’s Outside? 
The case of rural revitalization”
This presentation will explore what it means to 
think outside the box. First, we consider what 
the box looks like. This means learning what’s in 
and what’s out, what’s inevitable, and what can 
change. It also means learning what we can do 
about it. Examples of this process will be drawn 
from research on rural revitalization – its rela-
tionship to urbansustainability and the implica-
tions for the future.

Tuesday, October 20

10:00-11:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Mc Anthony Keah
“Self Motivation and Making the Best of 
Today & Tomorrow.”
Enormous hardships confront many youths and 
young adults, who often end up disengaging from 
society as a result of these economic and politi-
cal challenges.  This presentation explores how 
economic hardship, limited access to education 
and social injustice lead to hopelessness and a 
negative outlook on society and the future.  Mc 
Anthony Keah, author of “Growing up Naked: The 
Untold Stories of Children at War,” will discuss 
the life stories of former child soldiers of Western 
Africa.  He will show that it is how individuals re-
spond to difficult times, and what they make out 
of these situations that defines their lives. 

11:30-12:45 (Theater room B 325)
Eric Lamoureux
“Who Owes Whom? 
How the Third World Got to Be Third”.
This presentation uses cartoons and an interactive 
approach to bring students through the modern 
history of the Third World, explaining how coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and Latin America got into 
debt and how organizations like the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank are impos-
ing programs that are supposed to help them pay 
off their debts, but instead have made their debts 
(and their poverty) worse than ever. 

1:00-2:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Jenny Cockburn
“Getting to ‘The Field’: 
Studying Agro-biodiversity in Bolivia”
In the mountains of Bolivia, farmers contend 
with extremely marginal growing conditions. The 
ability to produce enough food is a fundamen-
tal concern for hungry farming households and 
of increasing interest to local and international 
NGOs and development agencies. One promis-
ing strategy for subsistence is the recent devel-
opment of farmer-researcher committees which 
combine local knowledge with scientific knowl-
edge to develop seeds and diversify crops. But 

how far can it go in the fight for social justice 
and “food sovereignty”? If it does not appeal 
to youth, what hope will there be for the fu-
ture of these rural communities, their traditions 
and their knowledge?  While examining these 
issues, Jenny Cockburn discusses the steps in-
volved in getting from having a research idea to 
actually conducting fieldwork abroad.

2:30-3:45 (Auditorium A 103)
Daniel Sekulich
“Modern-Day Piracy on the High Seas: 
New Perspectives on a Global Crisis.” 
Canadian journalist Daniel Sekulich will talk 
about his recent investigations into the world of 
piracy on the high seas and his new book about 
the topic. He brings fresh perspectives about what 
has become a multinational, multibillion-dollar 
enterprise that affects millions of people around 
the world and risks economic chaos, environmen-
tal disaster and transnational security concerns.

4:00-5:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Alain Deneault
“Le Canada mérite-t-il sa si bonne réputation à 
l’échelle internationale?”  
“Does Canada really deserve such a good reputa-
tion worldwide?”
Many Canadian corporations in Africa are subject 
to fierce criticism. Analysts, observers, journalists 
or Africanists make mention of the latter in vari-
ous documents that present cases of abuse on so-
cial, environmental, political and even war related  
issues. The Canadian government often sup-
ports these industries even though they are being  
criticized in this manner.  Alain Deneault, the 
main author of Noir Canada:  Pillage, corruption et  
criminalité en Afrique, will be discussing some of 
these issues. 

 
Wednesday, October 21

11:00-12:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Film Screening “Flow: for love of water”
“Flow,” an award-winning documentary directed 
by Irena Salina, explores the global water crisis.  
Interviews with scientists and activists bring out 
the grave consequences of the growing privati-
zation of water in a world where the fresh water 
supply is growing scarcer.  Salina underscores 
the ways in which many corporations and govern-
ments are capitalizing off of selling water, and the 
environmental and human cost of these unethical 
economic decisions, forcing us to consider the 
following question, “Can anyone really own wa-
ter?”  “Flow” also highlights how individuals and 
institutions have taken initiatives that have pro-
vided practical solutions to the water crisis.

12:30-1:45-Universal Break (Auditorium A 103)
The Annual Social Science Quiz Show
Emcee: Peter Gantous
Don’t miss Vanier’s annual Quiz Show with Vanier 
teacher Peter Gantous as Master of Ceremonies.  
Teams of students show off their social science 
knowledge in this informative and entertaining 
competition.  Come cheer them on!

2:00-3:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Matthieu Sossoyan
“Are the Montreal Canadiens a Religion? 
The Place of Hockey in our Society.”
We often hear that hockey is a “religion” in Mon-
treal, but rarely do we take the time to understand 
what this means, and if this has some truth to it. 
The purpose of this talk is to examine the cultural 
influence of the “Montreal Canadiens’’ hockey 
club in our society, not from the fan’s perspective, 
but through the lens of the social sciences. It will 
be explained how key religious concepts such as 
faith, symbolism, sacredness and mythology can 
be used to better understand what this hockey 
team represents to people, and how it works as 
a business, an institution and a social force. Ulti-
mately, it will be shown why the world of sports is 
a very powerful form of cultural expression that is 
increasingly grabbing the attention of social sci-
entists everywhere.  If you are a sports’ fan, wear 
your colors! 

4:00-5:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Keynote Event
Peter Brown
“Economics without Ecocide: 
Building a Whole Earth Economy.”   
Professor Brown will argue that the current eco-
nomic order represents a clear and present danger 
to life’s prospects on Earth.  He will show that 
this order cannot provide minimally satisfactory 
answers to five simple questions: 1.What is it 
for? 2. How it works? 3. How big should it be? 
4. What is fair? 5. How should it be governed?  
He advocates a re-envisioning of the human place 
on Earth and in the Universe and an economic 
order designed to secure the prosperity of life’s 
commonwealth. For more information please visit: 
moraleconomy.org.

5:00 (TBD)
Dale Robinson
“25 Days in the Warm Heart of Africa”   
Dale Robinson illustrates the Malawi Study trip 
2009 with his photography. This exhibit will be 
presented throughout the remainder week.

Thursday, October 22

10:00-11:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Judy Ingerman
“Doing Fieldwork in Papua New Guinea” 
Few people have the privilege of being welcomed 
into a caring community with open arms when 
they know they will be completely helpless and 
dependant for three months. Few people would 
even contemplate leaving their food, bathrooms, 
electricity, cars, shoes, form of dress and their 
family for three months to live in a tropical jun-
gle community where they do not speak the lan-
guage. Welcome to the world of anthropology and 
fieldwork in a small-scale society. Vanier College 
teacher Judy Ingerman will share the challenges 
and joys (maybe even a few embarrassing mo-
ments) of doing fieldwork in a community where 
her ‘reality’ and theirs did not always match!



11:30-12:45  (Auditorium A 103)
Karen White
“I’m going to stop procrastinating… tomorrow.”
Most of us procrastinate, and we hate it.  It makes 
us waste time and be less productive, and we 
end up working in a panic last minute.  It often 
leads to our work being mediocre (meaning lower 
grades!), because we don’t have time to get the 
right materials, edit, review, study enough or do 
thorough work.  And worst of all, we feel guilty the 
whole time!  We repeatedly decide never to pro-
crastinate again, but that rarely works.  This pre-
sentation will discuss what psychological research 
tells us about why people procrastinate, and how 
to reduce it.  So don’t just tell yourself you really 
should attend this talk - come and do it!

11:30-12:45 (Room - A 342)
Cynthia De Luca
“Art and Architecture of Florence” 
If history is always rewritten to serve the demands 
of the present, then can the urban space of a city be 
‘rewritten’ for the same ends? In this conference, 
we will explore how nineteenth-century Florence—
a city generally accepted as the hub of the Italian 
Renaissance—was, in fact, carefully ‘edited’ archi-
tecturally and spatially to create an image of the 
Renaissance that never truly existed. Together we 
will go on a journey across time and space to dis-
cover why it was only in the nineteenth century that 
Florence became a perfect Renaissance city.

1:00-2:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Carlye Watson (YWCA)
“Connecting to your food in an era of industrial 
food production and culture.”   
In this presentation students will be prompted to 
reflect on society’s connection to food in an era 
of mass industrial food production.  Mainstream 
food production has prioritised quantity over 
quality, with serious consequences for human 
and environmental health.  The benefits of local 
food production initiatives and their benefits to 
overall well-being will be explored.  The presenta-
tion will end with a demonstration of how to build 
a simple self-watering gardening container, used 
to grow foods in untraditional spaces such as bal-
conies and rooftops. 

2:30-3:45 (Auditorium A 103)
The Ron Charbonneau Memorial Lecture
Elizabeth Abbott
“The Dark Side of the Sweet Stuff”
Elizabeth Abbott, author of Sugar: A Bittersweet  
History (Penguin, 2008), will discuss how sugar 
and its seductive sweetness and energy changed the 
face of the New World during the early decades of 
colonization, uprooting millions of Africans to pro-
duce it and creating the world’s most brutal version 
of slavery, later exported to the American Colonies. 
At the same time, European and later North Ameri-
can dependence on sugar grew steadily as it ceased 
to be a culinary extravagance and was deemed a 
necessity by European leaders from Napoleon to 
Hitler. Sugarcane production is now known to be an  
environmental catastrophe that has caused greater 
loss of biodiversity on the planet than any other  
single crop. Today’s sugar industry lobby is also a pow-

erful political force that strongly influences consumer  
behavior and food guides like the World Health  
Organization’s Food Guide.

4:00-5:15 (Auditorium A 103)  
Karel Mayrand
“Climate Change: 
projects at the David Suzuki Foundation”
In April of 2008, former Vice President and No-
bel Peace Prize winner Al Gore trained 275 Ca-
nadians in Montreal to present the conference on 
climate change, which constitutes the core of his 
Oscar winning movie “An Inconvenient Truth,” 
across the country. Karel Mayrand, director Gen-
eral for Quebec of the David Suzuki Foundation is 
one of these volunteers. He will offer an updated 
and locally adapted version of this exceptional 
conference that has already contributed to rais-
ing the awareness of millions around the world on 
the need to solve the climate crisis.

Friday, October 23

10:00-11:15 (Auditorium A 103) 
Education for All: Malawi Study Trip 2009 
Seven Vanier students participated in a study 
trip to Malawi, Africa, in the summer 2009.  The 
study trip was focused on the need for univer-
sal primary education in the developing world,  
and specifically, access to education in  
sub-Saharan Africa.  During their stay in Mala-
wi the students offered support in 3 schools, a  
primary school, a secondary school, and a school  
for visually impaired children.  They will present 
their experiences and insights into the strengths 
and challenges of the Malawian education  
system, as well as the specific importance of  
educating girls.

11:30-12:45 (Auditorium A 103)
Karen Tee
“Raising Babies - Facts vs. Fiction” 
Babies need a number of things to thrive, to grow 
up happy, well-behaved and comfortable with 
people, to have a good self-esteem, be eager to 
learn, and be self-confident.  We are now at a 
point where we have an abundance of research 
providing us with positive strategies for raising 
babies.  Find out the facts and expose the fiction 
when it comes to raising babies.

1:00-2:15 (Auditorium A 103)
Modern Times Theater:  
Rose Friedman and Justin Lander
“The Wonderful and Gruesome Drama of 
Punch and Judy”. 
Modern Times Theater will present “The Wonderful 
and Gruesome Drama of Punch and Judy”.  Pup-
petry’s favorite jerk and his loudmouth wife lead us 
into the bowels of the constipated American food 
nightmare.  Complete with swinging rolling pins 
and flying apples, as well as the dramatic slaugh-
ters of the USDA, the milk inspector and a Bio-
Tech Nazi. A morality play for paper mache wads 
featuring a manifesto for free stomachs.  It’s farm-
fresh gratuitous violence served up hot and guar-
anteed to delight anyone who has ever eaten food. 
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