
1:00 - 2:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Cheryl Thompson, Popular Culture, Women, and the 
Colour of Beauty in Canada 
Cheryl Thompson is a PhD Candidate in Art History & Com-
munication Studies at McGill University. Her dissertation is 
an historical examination of Canada’s black beauty culture 
and the politics of race and representation. It seeks to ex-
amine black women’s self-care and hair care practices, and 
the ways in which they have been represented in advertising 
campaigns, television, film, and beauty products. She has 
an MA from Ryerson and York University in Communication 
and Culture, and an Honours BA in Criminology from the 
University of Windsor. 

2:30 - 3:45  (Auditorium A-103)
Vanier College Student Athlete Panel Matt Barr, 
Simon Mondor, Hugo Richard and Dorothy Yeats
Elite athletes from Vanier College will discuss their comit-
ment to sport and their community. Matt Barr is an AA 
basketball player for the Vanier Cheetahs and has spent 
his summer months volunteering as an aid-worker in Haiti.  
Simon Mondor is a competitive ice dancer and has competed 
at the national and international levels. Hugo Richard is 
currently starting quarter-back for the Vanier Cheetahs and 
is also a member of the Canadian Junior National Football 
Team. Dorothy Yeats won a silver medal at the 2012 Wres-
tling World Championships and is currently the reigning Jr. 
World Champion in her weight category. Recently Dorothy 
was named as one of the three finalists for the 40th Cana-
dian Sport Awards in the category of Junior Athlete of the 
Year.

4:00 - 5:15 (Auditorium A-103)
Environment Jeunesse Youth Panel
Aged 19 to 26, members of La Délégation de la jeunesse du 
Québec recently took part in the United Nations Conference 
on Climate Change held in Durban, South Africa in 2011. 
While in South Africa, members of this collective repre-
sented the voices of Quebecois youth to international policy 
makers.  Their presentation will focus on how young people 
can effect positive change in environmental policy through 
lobbying and action. 

FRIDAY, October 26th

10:00 - 11:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Sam Boskey, The Intelligent Woman’s Guide to Paying Rent: 
Ruminations of a Recidivistic Activist 
Sam Boskey grew up in Montreal, downtown and in NDG, 
attending Jewish Peretz (elementary) and Monklands (high 
school.)  Armed with a BA from McGill, ostensibly in social 
science but mostly in student activism, he was a community 
worker for a tenants’ association and a CEGEP, helped set up 
a CLSC, led canoe trips for the Y in the north and organized 
several unions. After returning to McGill for a law degree, 
he has been a provincial civil servant for too many decades. 
He represented south-eastern NDG on Montreal City Council 
for most of the 1980s and 1990s, first for the Montreal 
Citizens’ Movement and later for the Democratic Coalition of 
Montreal, under three different Mayors. For a while he was 
Leader of the Opposition. He is a member of the Quebec Bar 

and holds a Montreal taxi drivers permit (neither of which he 
actively uses.) He plays jazz piano and collects blues records. 
He lives in NDG with his partner Isabelle, 10-year-old Max, 
and a snail, Anatole, of indeterminate age. 

11:30 - 12:45 (Auditorium A-103)
Justin Trudeau, MP
Presented by Business Administration and the Social 
Science Departments
Justin Trudeau was first elected to Parliament in the Montreal 
riding of Papineau in 2008, defying political insiders who 
believed that a federalist candidate would have little chance 
against an incumbent member of the Bloc Québécois. In 
the past five years, he has worked to represent an electoral 
district where close to 50 percent of voters’ mother tongue 
is neither French nor English. Justin has a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from McGill University, and a Bachelor of Education 
degree from the University of British Columbia.

1:00 - 2:15 (Auditorium A-103)
Quebec Student Unrest 2012 - Student Panel
Students from various schools and student organizations will 
discuss the merits, goals and future of the student unrest 
movement of 2012. Panelists will include Jérémie Bédard of 
CLASSE, Kyle Shaw of John Abbott College, Dimitri Zrajevski 
of Université de Montréal and Taruna Kaur of Vanier College.

 
2:30 - 3:45  (Auditorium A-103)
Peter Nikolantonakis 
My Personal Reality with Blindness and the Bigger Picture
Peter Nikolantonakis, who attended and graduated from 
Vanier College in 1992, is of Greek-Canadian descent. Peter 
will discuss his personal experience with blindness. Among 
other themes, Peter will explain how and when he became 
blind. He will also describe the various stages of blindness 
and some of the key issues and challenges faced by blind 
people every day.
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BE ACTIVE 
Vanier Social Science Festival 2012

The Faculty of Social Science and Commerce is 
proud to announce that this year’s Social Science 
Festival, BE ACTIVE, will commence on Monday, 
October 22, 2012.

This year’s Festival will analyze the different ways in 
which people contribute towards the betterment of 
their communities and themselves. A number of our 
guests have worked as political activists, attempting 
to alter the way in which our society functions. Others 
have focused their activism towards more immedi-
ate concerns of health, food, empathy and love.  The 
hope of the week’s symposium is to demonstrate to 
our student body and wider college community the 
important role individuals and groups can play in 
shaping their world around them.

The Social Science Festival was started in 2001 by 
Mark Prentice, an anthropology teacher at Vanier Col-
lege. For more information about this year’s festival, 
please visit the Social Science Festival website or see 
the attached schedule of events. Teachers wishing 
to bring their classes to specific events should notify 
Sevak Manjikian by email at:  
 manjikis@vaniercollege.qc.ca

Sevak Manjikian, Religious Studies

MONDAY, October 22nd

10:00 - 11:15 (Auditorium A-103)
Jason Goldsmith, Big Blue Hug: The Art of Special
Needs Myth Busting

When Jason’s autistic son Ellis was five years old, he could 
not talk. Six months later, Jason had a life changing commu-
nication breakthrough when he discovered that Ellis thinks in 
pictures and not in words. Jason began drawing to commu-
nicate with Ellis and, soon after, Ellis drew back! Using this 
discovery, Jason reeducated his son, launched a successful 
art business, and developed a drawing for communication 
program used by therapists and teachers throughout Quebec. 
Jason will talk about how finding his son’s hidden voice made 
him think twice about societal views of disabilities. He will 
also discuss how these perceptions influence our treatment of 
people who have disabilities and why it matters to you.

11:30 - 12:45 The Metro
Indigenous Spirituality Around the World Poster Display
Come learn about Indigenous spirituality with students from 
Jacky Vallée’s “Anthropology of the Supernatural” class, 
who will present posters on the spiritual systems of various 
Indigenous societies from around the world. 

1:00 - 2:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Médecins Sans Frontières / Doctors Without Borders Babak  
Abbaszadeh, MD
Babak Abbaszadeh graduated from medical school in 1999. 
Since then he has practiced medicine in locations with vulner-
able civilians and post-conflict populations along the Iran-Iraq 
border, in Afghan refugee camps and in Georgia. He has also 
worked on tuberculosis prevention and control in Abkhazia, 
served as a medical practitioner for nomadic populations of 
Ethiopia and offered his expertise and medical knowledge in 
remote regions of Burma. Babak is currently a Field Coordina-
tor and Medical Director with Médecins Sans Frontières and is 
conducting research in the field of diabetes in Canada.
   
2:30 - 3:45 (Auditorium A-103)
Umbrella Student Panel 
LBGTQ Activism 

A panel of Vanier College students who are members of UM-
BRELLA will discuss sexual orientation, gender identity and 
LGBTQ activism. Umbrella works to unite all members of the 
Vanier community regardless of their sexual orientation and/
or gender identity. Their mission is to bring understanding 
and interest to LGBTQ people and act as a resource group on 
campus. 

TUESDAY, October 23rd 

10:00 - 11:15 (Auditorium A-103)
Richard Dugas, Climate Change, Vanier and YOU!  
Governments have failed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
which means that what scientists term “runaway climate 
change” might actually happen. In order to avoid this long-term 
apocalyptic scenario, local solutions need to be implemented 
by businesses, institutions and individuals. This presenta-
tion will begin with a brief explanation of climate change, the 
science, impacts and effects it will likely have on our planet 
and lives. It will then shift to explain how Vanier’s daily opera-
tion is improving but still contributing to climate change. 
The presentation will finish with a discussion on the different 
ways that students at Vanier typically contribute to climate 
change (through their travel, eating, energy and other consumer 
habits) and seek to find how you can make a small difference 
by changing your personal habits but also how you can make 
a huge difference by taking leadership in preparing a better 
world.
 
11:00 - 11:45 (N326)
KONY 2012 - Invisible Children
Simulcast video conference between Vanier and 
Durham College Oshaw
Meet representatives for “Invisible Children,” producers of the 
“Kony 2012” video. Invisible Children is an international non-
governmental organization based in San Diego, with staff in the 
U.S. and Uganda and a nearly $10 million budget.  Its mission 
is to mobilize the international community to demobilize the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and its leader, Joseph Kony. This 
NGO became well-known when a video they produced went “vi-
ral” last year. Experts and organizations involved in the political 
and developmental issues connected with the LRA are critical 

of Invisible Children and its “Kony 2012” video. We will meet 
representatives of Invisible Children via a live videoconference 
link to a class session at Durham College. 

   11:30 - 12:45 (Auditorium A-103)
   Antonia Maioni
   Key Note Speaker- Ron Charbonneau Memorial Lecture 
   Quebec: Politics of Discontent  
   Professor Maioni is an Associate Professor at McGill Univer-    
   sity, in the Department of Political Science and at the Insti-   
   tute for Health and Social Policy. From 2001 to 2011, she    
   served as Director of the McGill Institute for the Study  
   of Canada. She is also a frequent media commentator on  
   Canadian and Quebec politics and public policy and is a  
   regular political analyst for CTV News and is a contributor  
   to the Globe and Mail.   

2:30 - 3:45 (Auditorium A-103)
The People’s Potato - Potato Power: Tales from an 
anti-Capitalist Kitchen
The People’s Potato is a vegan soup kitchen at  Concordia 
University. It is a student initiated project that was founded in 
1999 in order to address student poverty.  They offer, by dona-
tion, meals each day of the week during the fall and winter 
semesters. They serve more than 400 meals daily to  students 
and community members with the help of their dedicated 
volunteers. They are committed to educating about healthy 
cooking and food politics and to the broader goals of social 
and environmental justice. 

4:00 - 5:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Will Propser, Montreal-North Republik
Will Prosper is the founder and principle spokesman for 
Montreal-North Republik, a citizen’s group that is focused on 
eliminating inequality and racial discrimination in Montreal.  
A former police officer, Prosper is a well-known voice against 
police violence and racial profiling in Montreal. Along with his 
activist roles, Propser is also a documentary film maker, radio 
personality and hip-hop advocate.    

WEDNESDAY, October 24th

11:00 - 12:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Karen Tee, True Love vs. Infatuation 
Is it easy to tell the difference between true love and infatu-
ation? In fact, it is, if you hear what Dr. Karen Tee has to say. 
She will not only clarify the differences between the two types 
of love, but also she will discuss some other interesting facts 
about love, including some differences between males and 
females in the area of love and whether infatuation can ever 
turn into true love.

  

12:30 - 1:45 (Auditorium A 103)
Quiz Show: Peter Gantous Hosts the annual  
Vanier College Quiz Show
  

2:00 - 3:15  (Auditorium A-103)
David Smith - Amnesty International  

David Smith has been involved with Amnesty Canada as a 
volunteer coordinator for almost ten years, the last five as 
coordinator for Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. He will be discussing the role Amnesty International 
has played internationally over the past years as well as high-
lighting its current projects and campaigns.    

3:00 - 4:00  (N-521)
Martha Bernstein, Youth Activism in Nazi-Occupied
France, 1940-44
Martha Bernstein teaches Humanities at Vanier College. She 
is interested in the Nazi Occupation of France from 1940-44 
and in the political alliances of France before, during and after 
WWII. She holds a PhD in History from University of Montreal. 
Her doctoral thesis (1998) was a pioneer study of U.S. Cultural 
Policy in France from 1945-1958 that was based entirely on 
archival data and encompassed international, diplomatic and 
cultural history.

THURSDAY, October 25th

8:30 - 9:45 (N-515)
Film Screening - “Brother Time: A Kenyan Tale of Violence 
and Humanity” Matthew Harsh
“Brother Time” tells a story about Kenya’s recent presidential 
election, after which ethnic violence led to 1,500 people be-
ing killed by members of different social groups. Suddenly, it 
was ‘not the brother time’. During and immediately after the 
election, producers Matthew Harsh and Wesley Shrum inter-
viewed Kenyans to reveal the political and social causes of the 
violence. They are hoping that it can be “brother time” once 
again in Kenya. We will be watching the film as well as asking 
questions of Matthew Harsh, who recently became the Associ-
ate Dean at the Centre for Engineering in Society at Concordia 
University. 

10:00 - 11:15  (Auditorium A-103)
Students of Colour Montreal 
Students of Colour Montreal (SOCM) is a multilingual collec-
tive of racialized students, some of whom are from poor and 
working-class backgrounds. They represent Aboriginal/First 
Nations and multiple communities of colour, from Africa and 
the African Diaspora, Arabs, Asian/Pacific Islanders, Filipinos, 
South Asians/Southeast Asians, Chicano/Latino people, and 
people of mixed race backgrounds. Some of them are queer, 
gender non-conforming, or presently living with a disability.         

11:30 - 12:45  (Auditorium A-103)
Jennifer Jalal, Urban Cultural Trends in India
Jennifer Jalal holds a PhD in Development Studies and has 
taught at the Centre for the Study of Law and Governance 
at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her research has 
focused on urban governance in various cities around the 
world.  Dr. Jalal’s talk will analyze the changing cultural trends 
in Indian cities.  


