
People who believe in a conspiracy dismiss the person 
who was arrested in connection with the assassination 
within 80 minutes of the crime; Lee Harvey Oswald. 
This talk will focus on some of the “controversies” 
surrounding the assassination while highlighting the 
overwhelming evidence that implicates Oswald in 
Kennedy’s death, evidence that is ignored by con-
spiracy theorists. 

FRIDAY, October 25th
 

10:00 AM: Roshan Jahangeer 
Auditorium (A103)

Muslim women and veiling: Voices from the margins 
Recent proposals to implement a ‘Charter of Quebec 
Values’ have ignited a firestorm of controversy. The 
question that has frequently recurred in these debates 
is why minorities seem to be so attached to their 
“religious symbols” in the first place—particularly 
when it relates to Muslim women and their veils. This 
presentation will examine religious practices from a 
deeper perspective than what has been presented in 
the media. It will also feature testimonies from field 
research about the experiences of Muslim women in 
France, where laws that prohibit the wearing of “reli-
gious symbols” in public schools have existed since 
2004.

11:30 AM: AGIR & Ed Lee – Auditorium (A103)

Speaking Out - LGBTQ refugees and migrants living in 
Montreal This presentation will explore the experi-
ences of and challenges facing LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender/transsexual, queer) refugees and 
migrants living in Montreal. Overall, this presentation 
will draw from research findings, individual experi-
ences and multimedia projects in order to shed light 
on the experiences of LGBTQ refugees. This presenta-
tion is a collaboration between the Speak Out! LGBTQ 
refugee research project and AGIR (Action LGBTQ 
with immigrants and refugees). 

1:00 PM: Peter Nikolantonakis 
Auditorium (A103)

Blindness from a personal perspective In this presen-
tation, Mr. Nikolantonakis will describe his personal 
experience with vision loss and outline the various 
stages blind people go through. He will also describe 
the services he received from the Montreal Associa-
tion for the Blind. Finally, he will give an account of 
social issues blind individuals deal with on a daily ba-
sis. refugee research project and AGIR (Action LGBTQ 
with immigrants and refugees). 

 Stay tuned for the announcement of the winners 
of the creative writing and video contests on the 

theme of: The voice of sustainability! 

The winners will read their creative writing piece 
and show their video at a location and time to be 

determined.
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VOICES
As social scientists and others who are interested in 
humans and their world, we sometimes tend to listen 
to each other talk about “others”. This year’s Social 
Science Festival line-up will partly focus on listen-
ing to the voices of those “others”. By letting people 
speak for themselves, we will ask questions about 
authority: Who gets to speak for whom? Who deserves 
to be taken seriously? What can we learn from each 
other by listening to each other’s truths? How can the 
voices of the people contribute to creating a more 
open and just society where all individuals have ac-
cess to well-being and human dignity? 

In line with this theme, many of our speakers will be 
individuals who are researchers or activists on behalf 
of communities of which they are apart or with which 
they are closely affiliated. Throughout the festival, we 
will also hear a variety of voices from both inside and 
outside the Vanier community and from local com-
munities and from the international stage. We will 
hear voices from the margins, voices from the past, 
intimate voices and the voices of those who want to 
make a difference. Finally, we will listen to the voices 
of those who are beginning their life’s journey as well 
as the voices of those who have many years of experi-
ence in their field.

We acknowledge that this event takes place on tradi-
tional Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) territory.

The Social Science Festival was started in 2000 by 
anthropology teacher, Mark Prentice. Every year, we 

showcase the work of researchers, activists, 
community workers and others from Vanier, from 

the local Montreal community and from elsewhere.

MONDAY, October 21st

10:00 AM: Dr. Cindy Blackstock 
(Keynote speaker) (Auditorium A103) 
Just because we are small does not mean we can-
not stand tall This presentation showcases examples 
of children and young people actively engaged in 
reconciliation to address longstanding inequalities 
experienced by First Nations children whilst building a 
stronger Canada for everyone.

11:30 AM: U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. 
(Auditorium A103) 
Panel on Sexual and Gender Diversity  Members of the 
Vanier student group U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. discuss issues 
of sexual and gender diversity. Come learn about and

discuss the realities of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
transsexual, intersex, queer and allied youth.

1:00 PM: Anthropology of the Supernatural Poster 
Presentation (A306) 
Students of the course Anthropology of the Supernatural 
will present posters summarizing their research on how 
people around the world use ritual and belief to resist 
assimilation or to assert their rights and cultural identi-
ties. This is a drop in event! Show up anytime from 1PM 
to 2:15PM!

4:00 PM: Gwynne Dyer (Keynote speaker) 
(Auditorium A103)  
Special event co-sponsored by the Vanier College Foun-
dation, the Vanier College Students’ Association, and the 
Social Science Festival

“The Triumph of Non-Violence” is about the revolutions 
of the “Arab spring” and what they mean for the region 
and the world, but it also sets them in a broader context. 
Non-violent revolution is both more common and more 
successful in the modern world than the old and bloody 
version, but few people really understand it. This is an 
attempt to explain how and why it works.

TUESDAY, October 22nd

8:30 AM: Martha Bernstein (Ron Charbonneau 
Memorial Lecture – Auditorium (A103)
French Youth and The Nazi Occupation of France, 1940-
1944 This presentation examines the role, determina-
tion and experience of diverse young people who were in 
France during the Nazi Occupation in WWII. It looks at 
the different ways in which they participated in resistance 
activities and tried to confront the war time situation they 
lived through. 

10:00 AM: Joseph O’Shea, Ph.D. 
Auditorium (A103)
HIV: A Personal and Sociological Journey This presenta-
tion will focus on a subjective and sociological journey 
through the HIV epidemic of the last 30 years. This talk 
will examine the complexities of the crisis, in particular 
for gay men, and how this epidemic has transformed the 
speaker’s existence and that of so many of his peers and 
close friends. 

11:30 AM: Ask a Psychologist – Auditorium (A103)
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be a 
psychologist? Come and hear a panel of teachers from the 
Psychology Department talk about their experiences, what 

fields of education they pursued while studying psycholo-
gy, and what their jobs are like now. It’s also your chance 
to ask a psychologist anything you want to know! 

1:00 PM: Sevak Manjikian  – Auditorium (A103)
Art and Architecture in Islamic Societies This presenta-
tion will introduce the audience to the vastness of art 
and architecture produced in different regions of the 
Muslim world during the pre-modern period. Special 
attention will be given to important artistic and architec-
tural themes in North Africa, the Middle East and Asia. 
Although some forms of religious art will be analyzed, the 
discussion will also focus on non-religious art. 

2:30 PM: Michelle Dawson – Auditorium (A103)
What we know and don’t know about autism, and how 
we can do better Autism seems to be everywhere. You 
don’t have to look far to find strong opinions about how 
autistic people should be treated. Too often, the shouting 
about autism drowns out the quietest autistics, the study 
participants without whom there could be no autism 
research at all. This presentation will show what happens 
when the contributions of the quietest autistics are hon-
ored. Autistic people deserve the same basic standards 
of science and ethics that protect and benefit everyone 
else. What’s more, you will find that autism is far more 
interesting than you think.

WEDNESDAY, October 23nd

9:30 AM: Alvin Powell – Auditorium (A103) 
Special event sponsored by Student Services
Drug Awareness Seminar In this presentation, Alvin 
Powell, a former NFL football player and the driving force 
behind the Saving Station Foundation’s work with youth 
at risk, will increase awareness of the effects of sub-
stance abuse and initiate discussion on the topic. Drugs 
do not care who you are. They do not discriminate based 
on colour, size, class or even age.

12:30 PM (Universal Break): Social Science 
Quiz Show – Auditorium (A103) 
Come cheer on 4 teams of Vanier Students who will com-
pete for the big prize by answering a series of obscure 
(and less obscure) social science related questions! With 
hilarious Emcee, Peter Gantous.

2:00 PM: Robyn Maynard – Auditorium (A103)
An Introduction to Sex Workers’ Rights There are many 
misconceptions about sex workers and the sex trade.  
Stella is a community organization that is operated by 

and for sex workers.  For 18 years they have advocated 
for social and legal rights, and against stigmatization. 
They also offer health, legal, and safety support to women 
who work in the sex trade.  This presentation will de-
scribe Stella, explain how sex workers protect their health 
and safety, as well as discuss the harmful effects of the 
current laws that criminalize sex workers.  

THURSDAY, October 24nd

10:00 AM: Mylène St-Pierre – Auditorium (A103)

What Fat is not a four letter word! Fat: All too often, this 
3 letter word is used to insult people that are seen as 
overweight. This presentation aims to answer the ques-
tion: over whose weight? We will debunk common myths 
regarding health and weight, explore the history of fat 
activism, and discuss the fabrication of body image 
standards with the aims of going beyond the stereotypes 
and of offering language that supports positive attitudes 
towards people of any size, not just fat folks. Note: lim-
ited spaces available. Please reserve by email: 
valleej@vaniercollege.qc.ca

11:30 AM: Rev. David Shantz & Gilles. S  
Auditorium (A103)

The Restoring Qualities of Restorative Justice This pre-
sentation will include a brief description of Restorative 
Justice and a global overview of Restorative Justice proj-
ects around the world. This presentation also includes 
the personal testimony of Gilles S. a parent, and how 
his family was the victim of robbery and drug abuse 
by their own son. He will share how his participation 
in Restorative Justice activities assisted him in finding 
hope and courage to deal with the horror and sorrow of 
the behaviour of his son. 

1:00 PM: Nirmala Bains –  Amphitheatre (B223)

Racism: What is it good for? Absolutely everything! In 
this presentation, we will explore three key components 
of racism: structural racism, institutional racism, and 
individual racism. Have you ever wondered why racism 
is still so present in Canada and around the world? If 
yes, this presentation will help answer your questions.

4:00 PM: Miles DeNora – Auditorium (A103)

Lee Harvey Oswald: President John F. Kennedy’s assas-
sin November 22nd, 2013 will mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the assassination of John F. Kennedy. For many 
people the question remains: who killed him? Many 
Americans believe that there was a conspiracy involved 
in the assassination. There are a series of possible 
culprits indicated by those who believe in a conspiracy. 


