
4:00-5:30 (Auditorium A-103)

Anita Nowak 
The “Soft” Side of Leadership: Why Empathy is more 
Powerful than you Think
Anita Nowak is convinced that social engagement 
should carry more currency than IQ and EQ. Her dream 
is to spark an Empathic Action (EAQ) revolution. Anita 
is a Senior Fellow with the Jeanne Sauvé Founda-
tion and regularly gives public talks on the topic of 
empathy.  In 2012/3, Anita served McGill University’s 
Desautels Faculty of Management as founding Integrat-
ing Director of the Social Economy Initiative and was 
responsible for integrating social entrepreneurship and 
social innovation into the faculty’s teaching, research 
and outreach. Anita will discuss the importance of 
empathy as a means of achieving success.

FRIDAY, October 24th
 

8:30-10:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Lucie Poulin and Torrey Pass
Pedaling South from Alaska to Argentina
Lucie Poulin and Torrey Pass cycled over 27 000 km 
across 15 countries, from Alaska to Argentina. Their 
presentation will include photos and stories of the 
exchanges they shared with people across three con-
tinents, the staggering landscapes they encountered, 
and the simple beauty of self-propelled travel. During 
their voyage, Lucie and Torrey met with partners of 
Montreal-based charity Cyclo Nord-Sud, an organiza-
tion that collects used bicycles and ships them to 
underprivileged communities in Latin America and 
Africa, where they serve as tools for promoting local 
development. As a young woman, Lucie adopted a love 
for traveling and backpacking through Europe. She 
later broadened her horizons working on community 
development projects in Mali, West Africa. After return-
ing to Montreal from South America, Lucie joined Cyclo 
Nord-Sud’s team, where she works as Communications 
Coordinator. Originally from the Gatineau area, Torrey 
developed a passion for outdoor adventure at an early 
age. He has worked as a guide for cycling trips for teen-
agers in Canada and the US and has been on countless 
cycling and camping expeditions. He began teaching 
English Literature at Vanier College in Montreal shortly 
after he and Lucie completed their journey.

11:30-1:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Brian Smith
Financial Literacy and Consumer Behavior
Brian Smith is an employment counsellor and a finan-
cial coach at Carrefour jeunesse-emploi Côte-des-Neiges 
in Montréal. He works with young visible minorities and 
recent immigrants on the Monnaie-Money project. Born 
in Montréal, Brian played football for Boston University, 
where he studied Sociology. Brian’s talk will focus on 
financial literacy and consumer behavior.  

1:00-2:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Sid Stevens
Business Administration Leadership Lecture Series
Sid Stevens’ dedication to the youth of Montréal is well 
known. Throughout his career, he has devoted himself 
to the community through Sun Youth. He has used his 
expertise, energy and time to help solve young people’s 
problems by driving home the point that those who 
suffer from social inequities have the right to a better 
outlook for the future. Mr. Stevens’ talk is part of the 
Business Administration Department Leadership Lec-
ture Series.

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Peter Nikolantonakis
Blindness from a personal perspective
In this presentation, Mr. Nikolantonakis will describe 
his personal experience with vision loss and outline the 
various stages blind people go through. He will also 
describe the services he received from the Montreal As-
sociation for the Blind. Finally, he will give an account 
of social issues blind individuals deal with on a daily 
basis.   
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SUCCESS 
The Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts & 
Letters is proud to announce that this year’s Social 
Science Festival, SUCCESS, will begin on Monday 
October 20th and run through Friday October 24th. 

The idea of success carries a host of meanings for 
different people. The Festival will touch on a number 
of these visions. They include the traditional meaning 
of success where goals are achieved in personal and 
professional life. Complimenting these themes will be 
speakers who will offer a more nuanced understand-
ing of success. Namely the negative effects seeking 
success can have on the individual or society. Finally, 
new meanings of success will be put forward that 
measure success by way of happiness and empathy. 
This year’s keynote speaker will be Richard Pound, 
the former Vice President of the International Olympic 
Committee and the former President of the World 
Anti-Doping Agency.  His talk will focus on cheating 
in sports.

Teachers are encouraged to bring their classes to dif-
ferent presentations during the week. Teachers wish-
ing to bring their classes to events should notify the 
Festival organizer Sevak Manjikian by email at:
manjikis@vaniercollege.qc.ca  
     

MONDAY, October 20th

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103) 
Wade Davis
You Can Play Project- LGBTQ Athletes
Wade Davis is a former NFL player who is one of a 
small number of openly gay men to have played profes-
sional sports. Davis played college football at Weber 
State before spending four years with NFL practice 
squads and in the NFL Europe. In addition to his 
collegiate and professional sports background, Davis 
has spent the last two and a half years working with 
inner-city LGBTQ youth at the prestigious Hetrik-Martin 
Institute in New York City. Wade’s talk will cover his 
career along with his advocacy work. 

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103) 
Jacky Vallée
“We’re surrounded, you know?”: Tales of success from 
northern “Zombies”
“Zombie” is a term that many people in a small Eeyou 
(Cree) community in Northern Quebec use to refer to 
“drunks.” For many of the people who use this term, 

zombies are objects of fear and shame, to be avoided 
at all costs. Jacky spent a year in this town befriending 
zombies. Contrary to what many people think, they have 
interesting stories to tell. Their pride in their Native iden-
tities, their awareness of the impacts of colonialism and 
their ideas about personal success are among the many 
themes addressed in this presentation. Jacky teaches 
anthropology at Vanier College and is writing a Ph.D. 
thesis at l’Université de Montréal based on the research 
described in this presentation. 

TUESDAY, October 21st

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Kim Mackrael
Political Journalism in Canada
Kim Mackrael writes about foreign affairs for The Globe 
and Mail. She joined the newspaper in 2011, first work-
ing as a general assignment reporter in Toronto, and then 
moving to Ottawa in 2012 to report on federal politics. 
She has an undergraduate degree in international de-
velopment studies from the University of Guelph and a 
graduate degree in journalism from Carleton University.  
Kim will be discussing the current state of journalism in 
Canada and her journey within the profession.   

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Nirmala Bains 
Success, says who?
Nirmala Bains has been teaching at Vanier in the An-
thropology department since 2010. She completed her 
BA from Dalhousie University with a combined honors in 
International Development and Spanish. After spending 
several years working and volunteering abroad, she real-
ized it was time to come back to Montreal and settle into 
a career. Recognizing that being a CEGEP teacher was her 
dream job, she obtained an MA in Anthropology from Con-
cordia University. This talk explores how she dealt with 
an extremely difficult set of life choices and the various 
hurdles she encountered along the way.

WEDNESDAY, October 22nd

9:30-11:00 (Auditorium A-103) 
Richard Dugas
Vanier’s evolving food landscape, 2014 as a turning point
Vanier’s food landscape underwent radical changes in the 
past semester: A new cafeteria contract, a new student 
cooperative café and a garden! These changes did not 
happen overnight, rather a small group of dedicated 

individuals persisted until the conditions that allowed the 
change to happen were present. In a time of worsening 
news from the environmental front, it is important to 
explore the positive changes that a community can attain 
when persistence, vision and team work are involved. 
In this presentation, Richard Dugas, Vanier’s Sustain-
ability officer, will describe the steps that led to the new 
food landscape and put this in a context of the broader 
changes that are necessary in order to secure successes 
in the realm of sustainability.

11:00-12:30  (Auditorium A-103)
Brett House
Getting Ready for the 2020 Financial Crisis
Brett House is a Senior Fellow  at the Centre for Inter-
national Governance Innovation. Additionally, he is a 
lecturer in the Economics Department and a Senior Fel-
low at the Jeanne Sauvé Foundation at McGill University. 
Brett is also a member of the UN Experts Group on Sov-
ereign Debt Restructuring and a Young Global Leader of 
the World Economic Forum. From 2000 to 2007 he was 
an economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
where he worked across a wide range of major emerging 
and frontier markets, including Argentina, Dominican Re-
public, Peru, the DR Congo and a number of low-income 
countries. Brett’s talk will focus on how sovereign debt 
has piled up in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis and 
detail why it’s likely to get harder and harder to service 
this debt.  

12:30-2:00 PM (Universal Break) 
B-325 Theater Room
Social Science
Quiz Show 
Peter Gantous hosts the Social Science Quiz Show. Come 
cheer on 4 teams of Vanier Students who will compete 
for prizes by answering a series of obscure (and less 
obscure) social science related questions! 

KEY NOTE SPEAKER
2:00-3:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Richard Pound 
Artificial Success – Cheating in Sport?
Richard Pound is a Counsel in the Montréal office of 
Stikeman Elliott and member of the firm’s Tax Group. 
He was the founding Chairman of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) and remains a member of its Foundation 
board. Former Olympic swimmer and Vice-President of 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Mr. Pound 
has been inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame for 
his achievements in sports, both as an athlete and as an 
executive. Mr. Pound has been named to Time Magazine’s 

100 most influential people in the world for his relentless 
efforts to rid sport of performance- enhancing drugs.  His 
talk will focus on the negative effects of doping in sports. 

THURSDAY, October 23rd

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Sevak Manjikian 
Lance Armstrong: lies and deceit 
Lance Armstrong’s lies and deceit have harmed the image 
of professional cycling and the sport in general. However, 
his actions also mirror some of the unethical and danger-
ous behavior currently being normalized in various levels 
of society today. This presentation will track Armstrong’s 
rise and fall and juxtapose his journey with some of the 
ethics exhibited in certain sectors of North American 
society. Sevak Manjikian has been riding bikes all his life. 
When he is not riding, he teaches at Vanier College in 
both the Humanities and Social Science departments. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from McGill University.
    

1:00-2:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Desmond Morton
Ron Charbonneau Memorial Lecture- Social Science 
Festival
Desmond Morton is among Canada’s most distinguished 
historians. As a scholar, teacher, author and media 
expert, he has dedicated a career to inspiring in Canadi-
ans knowledge of their own history and an engagement 
with that history as the fabric of the national identity.  
Dr. Morton is the author of over 40 books and innumer-
able other publications. A Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada and an Officer of the Order of Canada, Dr. Morton 
is the recipient of the 2010 Pierre Berton Award which 
honors those who “have brought Canadian history to a 
wider audience.” Professor Morton will discuss WWI and 
a Canadian General’s means of achieving success during 
that conflict.  

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Mark Prentice 
-  So you want to be a success? 
-  LOL

In this talk Mark Prentice will explore the misguided 
definition we give of success and explore how a more 
realistic and grounded vision might lead to more positive 
results – individually and socially. Mark will also address 
the issue of failure, using personal experiences to illus-
trate how our distorted view of success is more harmful 
than understanding of our failures. Mark Prentice teaches  
Anthropology at Vanier. 


