
 

 

Vanier College celebrates its  

40th Anniversary 
 

Amid the cheers and high spirits of more than 500 alumni, 

staff, and students, Vanier College kicked off its 40th anni-

versary celebrations on September 4, 2010, with the 

Homecoming Football Game when the Cheetahs took on 

FX Garneau.  The game was the start of a very busy year of 

special projects and events marking forty years of inspira-

tion and excellence at Vanier. 

 

With fanfare, music, and great pride, Vanier College held a 40th An-

niversary Gala Dinner on November 20, to pay tribute to Vanier 

pioneers who helped found the College in 1970, as well as honour 

recent retirees and 20-year employees. 

 

More than 300 current and former employees attended the event 

where Vanier alumnus Andy Nulman, President, Festivals and Tele-

vision, Montreal Just for Laughs Festival, acted as Master of Cere-

monies for the evening.  Joining in the festivities was the Honorou-

ble Stéphane Dion, Member of Parliament for Saint-Laurent Cartier-

ville, the riding where Vanier is located.  

 

The College was also awash in colour for this anniversary year 

thanks to new red flood lights on the front of the main buildings.   

 

As well, a new signage project got underway, 

making way-finding easier on campus and subtly 

enhancing the appearance of the college facilities. 

As part of this project, the Carrefour and Ro-

tunda, characteristic central Vanier foyers, were 

refurbished.  A souvenir booklet commemorated 

the achievements and the history of Vanier and 

the year ended with a big Reunion Picnic in June.   

 

Many of these events were organized in conjunc-

tion with the Vanier College Alumni Association 

and the Vanier College Retirees Association. 
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More 40th Anniversary events 
 

Alumni Concert  
 

On February 20, 2011, music alumni students and 

teachers from the past four decades attended an 

alumni dinner then joined current staff and students 

to perform a special concert, conducted by Christo-

pher Smith, to celebrate Vanier‘s 40th Anniversary.  

New signage at Vanier  
 

One of the most visible projects celebrating Vanier‘s 40th is new signage 

throughout the College.  The most striking change is a new sign installed 

on the front lawn of the Sainte-Croix entrance.  

 

A word from Director General,  

Gilbert Héroux 
 
Serving as Vanier College’s Director General during its 

40th Anniversary year has been both an honour and a 

pleasure.  Vanier College has had much to celebrate —

its history of leadership in education and an unusually 

busy 40th year of new programs, new partnerships, 

renovated facilities, increased international projects, 

and a line-up of exceptional events.  Vanier has sur-

passed itself in improving the quality of its teaching and 

of the learning opportunities it offers students through 

services, extracurricular activities and keynote events.   

 

As this 40th Anniversary Issue of Vanier Life vividly demonstrates, 

Vanier is unique in many ways.  It is the only college to organize several annual festivals such as the Social Science Festival, 

International Women’s Week Festival, Science Week and the Vanier Holocaust Symposium.  This year Vanier added an ex-

citing new festival: La Semaine de la francophonie. Vanier has always been a sports powerhouse and this year is no exception 

- claiming the Bol d’Or for the ninth time, winning national and provincial basketball championships and giving a new cohort 

of Cheetah players their start, as it has for many leading university, CFL and NFL football players and coaches of the past. 

 

Vanier has been a first in other areas as well - the first Cegep to offer Women’s Studies at the collegiate level, the first to 

entrench a Human Rights Policy and the first to create a national collegiate marketing case competition that is now the pre-

mier case challenge in the country.  As a centre for studies in Music, Vanier has trained world famous musicians and enriched 

Montreal cultural life through its Big Band and choral concerts and its production of original works such as the specially com-

missioned 40th Anniversary choral work, La Terra Promessa, by Music teacher and composer, Robert Frederick Jones. 

 

Congratulations to all members of the Vanier community whose imagination, hard work and dedication have made this a 

remarkable 40th year for the College. You are a great group of people! 

Director General Gilbert Héroux with the Honourable  

Stéphane Dion at the 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
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Corn Roast 

2010 Welcome back to school activities 
August and September were abuzz with BBQs, corn roasts and other activities to welcome new students to Vanier, greet returning stu-

dents, and offer French exchange students a taste of  Vanier life.  

The weather was great when 52 

Business Administration students 

got together with faculty and staff 

for a BBQ on the lawn outside 

the N-Building, and for a friendly 

football game that celebrated the 

August arrival of  64 French ex-

change students in Business Ad-

ministration. 

Cries of joy and surprise erupted constantly as students who had not seen each other all summer greeted one another during the tradi-

tional Welcome Week Corn Roast hosted by Student Services on the front lawn of the campus.  

Business Administration BBQ 

Business Administration  

Exchange Students from France 

Annual High School  

Guidance Counsellor  

Breakfast  

 

In October, Vanier hosted 

85 English and French 

Guidance Counsellors. 

Faculty and staff made 

presentations and answe-

red questions on pro-

grams and admission re-

quirements. 
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On October 1, 2011, Environmental and 

Wildlife Management held its annual Open 

House at the Vanier College Field Station in 

Lachute. 

 

More than 130 elementary and high school 

students from Montreal schools spent the 

day there visiting the facilities and learning 

about Environmental and Wildlife Manage-

ment. 

Vanier third year students hosted ten tables 

where they made presentations on a range 

of nature topics and answered questions. 

 

This Open House allows Vanier to share its 

beautiful grounds, teaching environment, and 

knowledge, with the community, as well as 

to recruit potential future students into the 

Environmental and Wildlife Management 

Program. 

2010 Vanier Open House 
 
On October 17, 2010, more than 10,000 high school 

students and their parents visited Vanier during Open 

House.   

 
They inquired about Vanier‘s programs, spoke with 

teachers, went on campus tours, visited labs and facili-

ties, listened to concerts and took in fascinating de-

monstrations.  

2010 Field Station Open House 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From evolution to climate change, oil addiction, crime scene science, gender issues and 

matters of the heart and mind - since 2001, the Social Science Festival has been offering a 

week-long festival of events highlighting the work of social scientists.  This year two capti-

vating speakers opened and closed the festival. 

 

On Monday, October 18, Baba Brinkman, Canadian actor and 

rap artist, launched the week with the Opening Keynote Ad-

dress, The Rap Guide to Evolution.  In an entertaining mix of rap 

songs and storytelling rap/poems that covered natural selection, 

artificial selection, sexual selection, group selection, and evolu-

tionary psychology, Brinkman explored the history and current 

understanding of Darwin‘s theory of evolution.  

 

The festival included a discussion of events in the 70s, a panel on 

sexual diversity, a unique look at hockey with Vanier anthropol-

ogy teacher Matthieu Sossoyan in his talk, Are the Montreal Ca-
nadiens a Religion? The Place of Hockey in our Society, and an 

eye-opening analysis of Third World debt.   

 

 

 

Guest speaker Peter Nikolantonakis offered 

insights with his talk My Personal Reality with 

Blindness and the Bigger Picture, and crime 

scene investigator, France Mailly, gave an 

overview of forensic science.   

 

Filmmaker Robert Cornellier presented 

Voices of Disposable People, his documentary 

on modern-day bondage and slavery and 

producer director Abhish Birla presented 

Let’s Get Together, his film on the James Bay 

Crees. 

 

The festival closed on October 22 with 

freelance journalist Gwynne Dyer delivering 

the closing address Climate Wars, an explo-

ration of the frightening geopolitical impli-

cations of large-scale climate change. 
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2010 Social Science Festival:  

Creating Change and Celebrating Diversity 
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A Fibre Optic link 
 
 

What do you do when your internet con-

nection breaks down?  How can you protect 

your data from getting lost in the midst of an 

electronic crisis?  Data recovery and data 

protection are paramount in a society that is 

increasingly virtual.   

 

To guard against the inevitable dangers of 

electronic disaster, Vanier College and its 

neighbour, Cégep de Saint-Laurent, have  

joined forces to protect their priceless data 

in just such a case.  

 

While backup mechanisms are fine, they 

aren‘t reliable enough, so the two Cegeps 

have created a fibre optic link between their 

respective data centres.  

 

―This fibre link will provide the two colleges 

with a means to effectively store offsite 

emergency recovery data and potentially 

provide an alternate route for internet traffic 

in emergency circumstances‖ indicates Larry 

Callahan, Coordinator of Vanier Information 

Technology Services.  

Continuing Education  
The two Cegeps are also collaborating on 

two Continuing Education projects.   
 

Immigration Consulting A.E.C. 
 

First, at the request of the Canadian Society 

of Immigration Consultants (CSIC), respon-

sible for providing immigration advice and 

regulating the activities of immigration con-

sultants across Canada, Vanier College ap-

proached Cégep de St-Laurent to jointly 

create an AEC (Attestation d‘études collégi-

ales) program to prepare Immigration Con-

sultants for their entry to practice examina-

tion.  Over the winter the two Cegeps de-

veloped a 375-hour AEC program and both 

institutions received official accreditation 

from C.S.I.C.  
 

Upon completion of the Immigration Con-

sulting Program, students will be prepared to 

write the Professional Standards Test admin-

istered by C.S.I.C. Successful applicants will 

receive an official designation as a Canadian 

Consultant in Immigration (C.C.A.I).  
 

Vanier College and Cégep de Saint-Laurent 

are the sole accredited institutions to offer 

this program east of Ontario, and Vanier 

College is the only one to offer instruction 

in the English-language in the same region.  

 

Sterilization Techniques A.E.C.  
 

In the second project, Cégep de St-Laurent 

asked Vanier to partner with them in doing 

prior learning assessments in English for 

their Sterilization Technician AEC Program.  

Cégep St-Laurent, which developed the as-

sessment tools in French, asked Vanier to 

translate them into English and provide as-

sessment services to Anglophone hospital 

employees where there is an urgent need 

for training in sterilization techniques.  Cur-

rently this training in English is not available.   
 

Under the partnership, Vanier will be re-

sponsible for conducting the assessments, 

teaching some mandatory anatomy and mi-

crobiology courses in English and offering 

missing training when needed. Vanier Col-

lege and Cégep de Saint-Laurent are de-

lighted to be working together on these pro-

jects and hope that these ventures are but 

the first of future mutually beneficial collabo-

rations. 

Back to Cegep.com :  

a new website for adults who 

want to go back to Cegep  

 
Last September, Vanier College joined the 

management teams of the Continuing Educa-

tion and Corporate Services Departments of 

Québec‘s 48 public colleges, under the aegis 

of the Fédération des cégeps, to launch a 

new internet website called Back to Ce-

gep.com.  Designed for adults seeking to con-

tinue their education, streamline their skills 

or redirect their careers, as well as for com-

panies with specific training or development 

needs, this new online search and reference 

tool presents all continuing education ser-

vices currently offered in CEGEPS across 

Québec. 
 
 

Gilbert Héroux, Director General of Vanier 

College, fully supports this new website.  

―This is a tremendous initiative that will 

greatly facilitate access to services on the 

part of learners and employers and which 

once again positions colleges as leaders in 

adult education,‖ he says.   

 

Back to Cegep.com includes a search engine 

for making queries by Cegep, by region or 

by sector of activity; comprehensive, up-to-

date information on ContEd programs; and 

direct links to continuing education services 

aimed at corporations.  ―Vanier has one of 

the largest Continuing Education Depart-

ments in the province,‖ explains Continuing 

Education Director, Sylvie Lord, ―and many 

courses have starting dates all through the 

year so it‘s a very flexible service.  We are 

proud of what we offer and we are con-

stantly looking to develop new programs and 

services. One of our priorities for the future 

is strengthening our relationship with com-

panies and offering customized services and 

courses for business and industry.‖ 

Multi-level partnerships between  

Vanier College and Cégep de St-Laurent  



 

 

A 2010 CAPLA Award to  

Continuing Education’s Dale Gallagher  
 

Putting a new service in place is not always as easy as it might ap-

pear.  It takes people who understand the service and know how to 

integrate it into the current structure.  Vanier Continuing Educa-

tion‘s Dale Gallagher is someone who can make things work.  As a 

result, Dale was awarded a 2010 Canadian Recognition of Prior 

Learning Award in the category of Persons, presented to her last 

autumn in Ottawa at the CAPLA Conference – Recognizing Learn-

ing - Recognizing Skills, Innovative Assessment Practices to Support 

Sustainable Development. 
 

Dale is responsible for the implementation at Vanier College of the 

PLAR project to recognize the competencies of private sector day-

care workers in order to grant them an Attestation of College Stud-

ies in Early Childhood Education.  Jacques Robert, a representative 

from the Quebec Ministry of Families, Seniors and the Status of 

Women, is very pleased with the results of the assessments.  In fact, 

more than 600 people from 303 private daycare centres in the 

province were able to have their qualifications recognized.   
 

―Introducing the PLAR service required training teachers to conduct 

evaluations and creating English evaluation tools adapted from 

French,‖ says Dale Gallagher.  ―The first information sessions took 

place in April 2008 and by August the first group of candidates had 

completed their assessments.  At that point they proceeded to ac-

quire gap-filling training they needed from one-on-one credit ses-

sions with an ECE teacher.‖  
 

At Vanier, the project was very successful: 425 people participated 

in the information sessions, 250 came to an evaluation interview, 

175 were admitted into the program and 132 have already gradu-

ated.  ―We expect that by the end of the year 150 people will have 

completed the program,‖ indicates Sylvie Lord, the Director of 

Vanier Continuing Education.  ―This is close to 25% of the total 

number of provincial participants. Thanks to Dale‘s work, these 

people are now recognized qualified workers.  They can work in 

daycare centers and earn the salary of trained workers.  Most im-

portant, the children in their care will benefit from the fact that 

through our program, these workers obtained comprehensive train-

ing in Early Childhood Education.‖ 
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LANGUAGE SCHOOL NEWS:   

Another partnership 
 

Vanier College Language School and Marguerite 
Bourgeoys School Board unite to teach languages  
 

Aiming to maximize the use of their resources and market their 

expertise abroad, the Vanier College Language School and the Insti-

tut international des langues Marguerite Bourgeoys School Board, 

entered into a partnership last fall to offer French and English 

courses to international students.   

 

While both institutions have expertise in teaching languages, both 

recognized that they complemented each other when it came to 

teaching French and English.  The Institut can offer students a full 

immersion experience for learning French and the Vanier Language 

School can offer students the rich environment of an English Cegep: 

the partnership focuses on promoting French immersion at the 

CSMB and English immersion at Vanier.   

 

―The idea of drawing on the strengths of each institution came out 

of an exchange between the Director General of Vanier, Gilbert 

Héroux, and the CSMB‘s Deputy Director General, Wojtek 

Winnicki,‖ indicates Chris Hall, Coordinator of the Vanier Language 

School.  ―The agreement means that when Vanier gets requests 

from international students to learn French, we refer them to the 

Institut international des langues; similarly when foreign students 

approach the Institut to learn English they are referred to Vanier.‖   

 

The partnership allows both teaching centers to offer intensive lan-

guage courses and the opportunity for students to live within and 

learn about the two major cultures of Quebec.  Both schools will  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

benefit from their respective marketing initiatives for recruiting lan-

guage students through their websites and by attending fairs over-

seas every year promoting full-time English and French immersion in 

Montreal. Both institutions greatly benefit from the partnership 

while helping each other recruit and welcome foreign students de-

veloping follow-up techniques and tips to help students better inte-

grate the cultural milieu. 

 

―The process of internationalisation at the school board started a 

few years ago,‖ indicates Myriam Allain, Chargée de projets, Institut 

international des langues Marguerite-Bourgeoys.  ―All levels of the 

school board are involved in international projects in several coun-

tries in Europe, Asia and Africa.  The aim is to raise awareness, cre-

ate links between countries and offer services overseas.‖ 
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In November 2010, Vanier College hon-

oured and commemorated a well-loved 

teacher with the inauguration of Galerie 

Henry Lehmann Gallery and the vernis-

sage of Henry Lehmann: Recent Works 2003-

-2009 – an exhibition of Henry Lehmann’s 

works shown publicly for the first time.  

The exhibition consisted of 16 paintings 

and drawings featuring self-portraits, still life drawings and landscapes. 

 

For more than 33 years, the late Henry Lehmann taught at Vanier College in the Humanities and 

Communications: Art, Media, Theatre Programs.  Passionate about art and its central importance in 

life, Henry Lehmann was famous for his teaching, his guest lectures on art, and for the insights into art 

and culture he shared through his published articles and reviews.   

 

―The Communications: Art, Media, Theatre Program extends its gratitude to Wendy Thatcher, Henry Lehmann‘s wife,‖ indicates Martin 

Siberok, Co-coordinator of the program. ―She made the selection of his work available so that we could mount the exhibit.‖ 

 

Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery now occupies room B-305, a charming exhibition space located in the heart of the Communications Pro-

gram.  It will act as a space for presenting student art and as a locus for inspiring and challenging students to produce exceptional work.  

Appropriately, Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery is in the ever active Studio Arts area, which Henry Lehmann helped establish. 

 

 

Besides being a Vanier teacher, Lehmann 

was the leading English-language art critic in 

Montreal for many years, writing for The 

Gazette, The Montreal Star, Montreal Daily 

News, and CBC radio and television 

(Daybreak, Monday Night Special, CityBeat). 

 

Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery will be a 

student/faculty-run gallery, where aspiring 

young artists can exhibit their work in a so-

phisticated and publicized space.  Spear-

headed by Vanier teachers Keith Orkusz and 

Henri Venne, this innovative approach to 

running an art gallery had Lehmann‘s support 

and admiration. 

 

 

Inauguration of Galerie 

Henry Lehmann Gallery  
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Some people buy high end fashion shoes to make a statement about who 

they are.  Then there are the Vanier students who put themselves right 

onto shoes they designed, sometimes illustrating them with very personal 

elements.  In Custom Kicks, an exhibition combining whimsy and imagina-

tion, seven students presented decorated running shoes, pumps and tennis 

shoes with accompanying photos in Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery.  

 

―What is a shoe? Is it still a shoe after it becomes art? These are the  ques-

tions I wanted students from my drawing II class that represents a cross 

section of student interests and skills, to think about with this exercise,‖ 

explains Vanier art teacher Keith Orkusz.   

 

Some shoes mixed bright colors and abstract designs, while others pre-

sented intricate drawings.  In a special take on a predator and his prey, Samantha Botsis created two shoes - one depicting a running tiger 

and the other a galloping zebra.  Wearing the shoes and walking brings the pursuit to life but also constantly reverses the role of each 

animal.  Which is the predator and which the prey?  

 

Djody Jean-Claude tackled fashion with her black patent leather pumps with pearl encrusted high heels and bright red painted roses on 

the toes.  While Rafael Morales went popular with a pair of flashy yellow Taxi themed shoes and a blood red pair sporting fearsome por-

traits of the boxer Jake Motha, Karam Sibai chose to illustrate one pair of shoes with shooting stars and elements from outer space and 

the other with a portrait of a suitably mysterious character. 

 

Drawing on his own name, Michael Falcone‘s energetic eagle gracefully spread his wings across the toe box of two running shoes in a 

finely executed ink drawing.  Another pair of shoes by Melanie Boucher offered up elaborate depictions from Alice in Wonderland and Tim 

Burton‘s Nightmare before Christmas.  Movies seem to be a popular theme, as Kenidson Dornival featured realistic renditions of Jacob and 

a wolf from the movie Twilight on his pair of shoes.. 

 

This past year, Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery presented a new show of student art every week and every show was worth seeing.  The 

students‘ work, presented in a variety of materials, was always surprising, original, and exciting. ―This show was great!‖ states Keith. ―We 

had over 1,000 visitors in one week.  The atmosphere was so warm and welcoming people just came in.  I felt the show helped to demys-

tify and open up the perception of what a gallery is and can be.‖ 

Custom Kicks — one of the outstanding  

student art shows mounted this past year 

in Galerie Henry Lehmann Gallery 
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The Bol d’Or is Vanier’s for the 9th time! 
 

What a way to mark Vanier’s 40th Anniversary – outstanding championship wins all year long for Cheetah teams. First, 

last November, quarterback Benoit Lacasse completed 10 of 21 pass attempts for 277 yards and 4 touchdown passes to 

lead the Vanier Cheetahs to the Bol d’Or Championship title with an emotional 31-28 triumph over long-time rivals the 

Vieux-Montreal Spartiates. 

 

Vanier jumped out to a 7-0 lead at the 5:45 mark of the first quarter when sure-handed receiver Matthew Norzil hauled in a 57-yard pass 

from Benoit Lacasse and kicker Josh MacDuffie booted his first of 4 converts on the day. The Cheetahs were led on the offense by quar-

terback Benoit Lacasse (Cheetahs Player of the Game) and by receivers Alexandre Piché and Matthew Norzil, who notched 4 catches for 

124 yards and 3 receptions for 99 yards respectively. Alex Vilera  paced the Vanier running attack with 13 carries for 62 yards while Jesse 

Lacle rushed 12 times for 61 yards. The Cheetahs defense was lead by Jean-Sébastien Blanc with 7 tackles including a sack and Anthony 

Thompson with 6 tackles.  The Cheetahs completed their season with a tremendous 11-1 overall record. Their only loss was the home 

opener to the same team they beat in the finals. 

The AAA Men's Basketball Cheetahs 

continued Vanier’s winning streak in 

March when it completed an upset of 

epic proportions by defeating 

Lethbridge 102-85 in the finals of the 

CCAA National Championships at 

Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario.  

 

In the finals, the Cheetahs were losing 48-41 

at the end of the first half, but they fought 

back and emerged with a solid 102-85 victo-

ry. It was only the second time the team had 

played in the national finals. Their first time 

was a victory 24 years ago over Dawson. 

 

Jerome Blake, the star of the Provincial Fi-

nals scored a huge 32 points and was named 

Tournament MVP. Lenny Austin had a great 

game as well, scoring a monster 24 points.  

Also hitting double figures were Seth Amoah 

with 16 and Ben Millaud, the Player of the 

Game in the quarter-finals, who added 11 

points in this huge clutch victory. 

 

The Cheetahs were underdogs throughout 

the tournament and were not expected to 

get past the quarter-finals due to the fact 

they were generally younger and shorter 

than their opponents and the fact that Va-

nier had 7 rookies on the team.  

 

These factors, however, didn't appear to 

bother the team or their excellent coaching 

staff, led by their stalwart and longtime Head 

Coach Andy Hertzog.  "Only to the rest of 

the world (were we underdogs)," said Coach 

Hertzog,  

 

"We were the youngest team there, proba-

bly the smallest team there. It's always a 

challenge in the CCAA when you play at 

nationals because we're a different animal 

than the rest of the country and our kids, 

many of whom are 18 or 19 years old, are 

often playing against 25-year-old men who 

are in their third, fourth or fifth year in a 

community college after graduating from 

Grade 12. "It's a challenge, but you know 

that going in." 

 

What an incredible championship victory! 

 

AAA Men’s Basketball team wins National GOLD  
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The Lady Cheetahs win Provincial Bronze  
 

The AAA Lady Cheetahs also did Vanier proud in capturing the Bronze Medal for Vanier 

when they defeated the Ste-Foy Dynamiques 77-67 in the Provincials.  Congratulations to 

head coach Ruby Viray and the entire team for a great season which saw them post a stellar 

18-2 record.   
 

The Vanier Lady Cheetahs finished second in the RSEQ provincial league losing only to Montmorency the 

#1 ranked team nationally. They won all their exhibition games against CCAA opponents (nine games) as 

well as capturing gold at the 32nd Annual Seneca Sting Women‘s Basketball Classic Tournament (a two-

day, eight-team bracket-style competition, which showcased some of the country‘s top collegiate 

women‘s players). The Cheetahs were consistently ranked in the top 10 of Canadian Colleges all year 

with a third place ranking since their Seneca College Tournament win.  

 

Captain of the women’s basketball Cheetahs honoured at 

All Canadian banquet held at Niagara College in March  
 

Vanier‘s Shelby Eveleigh was named to the CCAA (Canadian Colleges Athletic 

Association) All-Canadian basketball team for 2010-2011.  Shelby, a point guard in her third year with the AAA 

Women's Basketball Cheetahs, averaged 9.8 points per game, shot 49% from the floor and 71% from the foul line 

this season.  Also a first team RSEQ (Réseau du sport étudiant du Québec) all-star for this 2010-11 year, Shelby 

was the quarterback of the Cheetahs this season and was named player of the game in the win over Humber 

College at the 32nd Annual Seneca Sting Women‘s Basketball Classic Tournament.  

 

Shelby captained the Cheetahs this season and demonstrated tremendous leadership both on and off the court.  

She is also a great student with an average of 89% and plans to attend McGill University next year. She will become the third CCAA All 

Canadian player from Vanier to suit up for McGill when she joins former 

Cheetahs Anneth Him Lazarenko and Marie-Eve Martin. 

 

Vanier Recaptures title at  

2011 McGill Intramural Festival 
 
After a one-year drought, Vanier took back the title of Champions at the 

39th Annual McGill Intramural Festival played on April 8.  This is Vanier's 

third Championship title in four years.  All six English Cegeps enjoyed a fun 

evening of friendly competition in basketball, badminton, and dodge ball.  

Congratulations to the 60 students who participated and brought back the 

trophy! 

NCAA visits Vanier  
 

These days, it‘s not enough to be a great 

athlete and first rate student.  You need to 

know how to navigate the choppy waters of 

applying for university athletic scholarships 

and you need to get started very early.  So 

on October 21, 2010, the Vanier College 

Athletics and Academic Advising Depart-

ments hosted two information sessions on 

National Collegiate Athletic Association aca-

demic eligibility.  

 

Holly Smith, Assistant Director, International 

Academic Eligibility, presented clear and up 

to date information on the very complicated 

academic certification process for Quebec 

student athletes who hope to receive ath-

letic scholarships to Division 1 and 2 US 

colleges.  

 

Many Vanier student athletes have gone on 

to successful academic and athletic careers 

south of the border including such luminar-

ies as Danny Desriveaux now with the 

Montreal Alouettes, Patrick Kabongo of the 

Edmonton Eskimos, and former Vanier 

women‘s basketball player Fabienne Bain, 

who all attended leading American universi-

ties on NCAA scholarships.  

 

Representatives from CEGEPS across the 

province, from local high schools, as well as 

parents and athletes were thrilled with this 

unique opportunity to understand the com-

plex world of NCAA rules and regulations.  

Even three- time Olympic Gold medalists 

Kim St. Pierre and Caroline Ouellette from 

the Canadian National Women‘s hockey 

team attended the session in order to obtain 

information to share with young athletes 

they are mentoring.   

 

―We received very positive feedback from 

the participants‖ says Marilyn More, the Aca-

demic Advisor who for the past fifteen years 

has assisted Vanier athletes make their way 

through the red tape of the NCAA applica-

tion process.  ―They are now much more 

confident about providing information to 

their student athletes about the NCAA aca-

demic eligibility regulations.‖ 

L. to R:  Caroline Ouellette, Marilyn More,  

Holly Smith, Kim St-Pierre, Linda Macpherson  
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Vanier teachers shine at  

26th SOMECE Symposium 

in Mexico 
I 

 

In October 2010, Rhys Adams and Kevin 

Lenton, of Vanier Physics and Marielle 

Beauchemin from Micromedia, travelled to 

Mexico for the 26th annual SOMECE 

(International Symposium on Information 

Technology in the Classroom), organized by 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 

(UNAM).  The trip was part of a joint Vanier 

College-UNAM project for sharing teachers‘ 

practices and experiences with the use of IT 

in the classroom.  
 

 

Kevin and Rhys who regularly use ICT to 

teach Physics, have developed unique Web-

Work activities for solving internet-based 

problems; use ICT for simulations; and have 

students take photos and film physics experi-

ments to better analyze physics phenomena.  

At the conference, Rhys explained how the 

use of WebWork improves in-class discus-

sion during lectures, while Kevin focused on 

how using ICT in experiments increases stu-

dent motivation. 
 
 

Marielle drew on her work with APOP, the 

Association for the educational application of 

computer technology at the postsecondary 

level, to explain how to deliver distance and 

collaborative learning. Her presentation in-

cluded a live videoconference discussion 

with Vanier and other CEGEP professors.  

“Our presentations were very successful and 

generated significant discussion,” says Kevin.  
“We have lots of great ideas to launch at 
Vanier.” 
 
 

The Vanier delegation returned from the 

conference inspired to pursue the effective 

use of ICT in the classroom. Ultimately 

Vanier students are those who benefit most. 

They see their teachers excited and re-

freshed by the global academic community; 

they experience cutting-edge technology and 

pedagogy; they realize that learning is life-

long. 
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Laying the foundation for future   

Vanier College - India exchanges 
 

“Vanier College, which currently shares distance lear-

ning materials with developing nations, hopes to send 

teachers and students on exchanges to India next 

year,” states Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of Lear-

ning Enrichment and Support Services for Programs 

and International Programs at Vanier.  To lay the 

groundwork for future projects, she travelled to Ko-

chi, India for the 6th Pan-Commonwealth Forum on 

Open Learning. 

 

The conference was sponsored by the Indira Gandhi Open University and the Commonwealth 

of Learning (COL), an intergovernmental organization that encourages sharing education resour-

ces and technologies. ―COL is a highly credible organization that Vanier would be pleased to be 

partners with,‖ indicates Judy.  ―We‘ve already provided them with online instructional materials 

produced by the Vanier Learning Centre and the Math and Science Centre. Through this confe-

rence we strengthened our connection with them.‖  

 

The Conference focused on the use of online materials for learning. This aligned with Vanier‘s 

goal of developing Information Technology in the Classroom (ITC) to enrich the curriculum.  

Vanier hopes to build on its success at the SOMECE Conference in Mexico.  

 

Judy also visited Teerhanker Mahaveer University 

in Morabad and Mangalayatan University in Ali-

garh. ―We wanted to strengthen ties so that in 

2012, one of Vanier’s faculty members, Dr. Nathan Loewen, will be able to take a group of 

students to India to study several important Indian religions.‖  

 

―We believe this kind of study experience abroad will have a very positive impact on Va-

nier students, themselves linked to many different cultures and religions.‖ Vanier has now 

established partnerships with these universities so that projects of student and faculty mo-

bility can be organized.  

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION:  Teacher Mobility and Students Abroad  
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Chennai, India, may be more than 13,000 km from Montreal, but 

when it comes to education, teachers have similar needs no mat-

ter where they are.  So when the state government of Tamil 

Nadu, India, started reforming their education system to make it 

more student-centered, teachers in Montreal knew they could 

help.  Why? Because student-centered learning is a subject that 

Cegeps know a lot about.  
 

One expert is Kevin Lenton of the Vanier Physics Department.  

His presentation at the 2010 SOMECE conference in Mexico on 

improving student participation in the classroom was a huge suc-

cess.  He was sure he had something to offer when John Abbott 

College asked him to join two of their teachers, Phoebe Jackson 

and Gary Johnson, and give a series of workshops on Problem 

Based Learning to Indian polytechnic teachers in India. 

 

The training sessions, held in early March, aimed to help the teachers develop techniques to involve students in their own learning. Ses-

sions covered three topics: Assessment, Peer Instruction and Problem Based Learning.  In Problem Based Learning (PBL), students work 

in small teams to solve complex problems. Studies show that students learn better through PBL than in traditional learning environments, 

in part because they are more motivated. The workshop Kevin Lenton gave explored how to apply PBL in the polytechnic classroom. 

 

The workshops constitute Phase I of a joint project between 

John Abbott College, Vanier College and the Tamil Nadu Poly-

technics.  In Phase II, Indian teachers will visit Montreal colleges 

in September 2011. Then in Phase III other Cegep teachers will 

travel to Tamil Nadu. 

 

―In general I found that we are asking the same questions and 

finding the same solutions about making our pedagogy more stu-

dent-centred,‖ says Kevin. ―Our Indian colleagues were very 

open to new ideas, and came up with interesting and creative 

problems. One participant described me as the Creator and De-

stroyer of Problems which I am adopting as my moniker!‖ 
 

 

Training the trainers -  

Vanier and John Abbott 

bring Cegep teaching  

expertise to India 
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Vanier students learn about  

the lives of women in Nicaragua 
 

Working in farm fields, cooking on a wood burning clay 

stove, washing clothes on rocks in the local rio (river), was 

just part of daily life when seven Vanier students and two 

teachers went to the village of Los Jobitos, Nicaragua in 

January.  For three weeks they shared in village life and 

stayed with host families while they researched develop-

ment issues pertaining to the environment, social justice 

and gender.  

 

Learning about their host families allowed the students to gain 

precious insight into life in rural Central America and to unders-

tand issues affecting local communities.  In addition to attending 

community celebrations, visiting the local school and participating in the reconstruction of a flood damaged bridge, the students also visi-

ted community-based initiatives such as microcredit cooperatives run by women and met with a government representative, local police 

officers and coffee growers.  

 

Some students were surprised by what they learned.  ―This generation of young Nicaraguans 

has been educated about women's rights and many young women are well on board with the 

women's movement,‖ says 

student Janessa Brouillette

-Culliford. ―The majority 

of them have completed 

or are in the process of 

completing secondary 

school, and a surprising 

number of them have 

made it to university.‖  

 

―The Nicaragua Project 

offered students a unique 

experience,‖ states Mela-

nie Hadida, of the Vanier 

International Education 

Office. ―Orientation ses-

sions sensitized students 

to issues and situations in 

Nicaragua and prepared them for daily life in a country with very dif-

ferent living standards. Even before leaving Montreal, the students 

had developed a strong group dynamic and after returning to Vanier they continued meeting to prepare presentations for the Vanier com-

munity and to support each other through the ‗reverse culture shock‘ process that many of them experienced.‖ 

 

The aim of many international projects at Vanier is to allow students to visit developing countries then share their findings with others to 

encourage public engagement and awareness of global issues among young people in Canada.  Hence, the Vanier students participated in a 

public panel during Vanier International Women‘s Week activities in 

March where they presented what they learned about women and educa-

tion, maternal and reproductive health, and women and employment in 

Nicaragua.  An exhibition of photos of the trip was also displayed throug-

hout the week.  

 

The trip to Nicaragua had a strong impact on the Vanier participants.  

The group has remained closely connected with each other and is now 

developing a project to support the school in Los Jobitos that urgently 

needs school supplies. ―This group is a wonderful example of exactly how 

international projects can strengthen young people‘s determination to 

address the needs of developing countries,‖ concludes Melanie Hadida.  

―We hope their public presentations will inspire others for the future.‖ 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education/projects/nicaragua/index.html
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Accompanied by their teacher, Jacques Labelle, the stu-

dents travelled to Aabenraa Denmark for an exchange 

with the Deutsches Gymnasium für Nordschleswig.   

 

The students who are in their final year of the Profes-

sional Music and Song Techniques Program at Vanier 

gave workshops on Blues and Jazz, Improvisation, Latin, 

Pop and Rock Rhythms and Ensemble Techniques. These 

workshops involved audience participation and were 

geared to the different levels of the high school classes at 

the Gymnasium. 

 

While in Aabenraa, the Vanier students performed con-

certs at the school where they taught and at other edu-

cational institutions in the surrounding area.  They also 

introduced the Danish students to the Vanier Music De-

partment through a presentation of photos and com-

mentaries, and participated in a forum on family life and society in both countries, and on cultural life in Montreal and North America.   

 

In addition the students visited nearby Danish music academies and the leading Syddansk Musikkonservatorium in Esbjerg, which boasts 

state-of-the-art equipment and facilities, and a leading Jazz program sponsored by the Danish government.  In April 2012, the Danish stu-

dents will visit Vanier College. 

Vanier students hone their professional music skills in Denmark 

Putting their musical skills into practice before a foreign audience is a challenge that 

five Vanier music students were more than ready for when they set out for a week-long 

exchange in Denmark, March 11-20, 2011.  
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In Canada, we never think twice about it: we turn on a tap 

and water flows.  Not so for the people of many African vil-

lages where running water doesn’t exist.  In order to under-

stand this problem, a group of Vanier students traveled to 

Africa in June, 2011, for a 4-week study trip in Malawi enti-

tled “Water: Action for Access” that focused on access to 

safe water and sanitation in sub-Saharan Africa.   

 

While in Malawi, the students lived in Makupo Village that until re-

cently did not have easy access to water.  In the past, women of 

Makupo and the surrounding area had to walk great distances daily to 

fill buckets with water for everyday use.  The Vanier students learned 

first-hand what it‘s like to live where clean water is not readily acces-

sible and explored how access to water affects the education, pro-

ductivity, health and environment of African communities.  
 

In November 2010, the Vanier College International Education Office started preparing these students for their experience in Malawi with 

orientation sessions on Africa, globalization and the developing world. The students also researched issues affecting Malawi, learned about 

access to water worldwide, and participated in workshops on cultural sensitivity appropriateness, documentation and journaling skills, and 

photography.  As well, the students organized fundraising activities, that raised several thousand dollars to cover the costs of their trip. In 

Autumn 2011, the students will share their discoveries about access to water in Malawi with fellow Vanier students and local high school 

students to make them aware of global issues in Africa and how they might become involved in finding solutions.  

 

History of the Holocaust  

Vanier students visit Eastern Europe 
Not all Spring Breaks are for sleeping or partying.  For eleven Vanier 

students and one teacher, it was a chance to visit Berlin, Warsaw, Kra-

kow, and Prague to discover the History of the Holocaust. This was the 

first time any of the group visited Eastern Europe, and in addition to 

learning about the Holocaust, they also experienced the language, sam-

pled the food, and explored the local culture. 

 

Every day started with a guided tour of a city until early afternoon.  After the 

tour, it was time to seek out a restaurant and discover local food – preferably 

away from the tourist spots. The Vanier group also toured museums and memori-

als at every location visited: the Checkpoint Charlie Museum, the Jewish Museum in Berlin, the Warsaw Ghetto Monument, Auschwitz (I) 

and Birkenau (Auschwitz II), St. Vitus Cathedral, Golden Lane, the Jewish Museum in Prague (including the Jewish cemetery in Prague), the 

Spanish Synagogue, and the Old-New Synagogue. 

 

―It was appropriately miserable the day we visited Auschwitz – a driving rain, bitter cold and high winds,‖ indicates Mike Besner, the 

Vanier Mathematics teacher who accompanied the group, ―and the visit to the concentration camps had a profound effect on the stu-

dents.‖―We left Montreal as twelve individual people who knew each other peripherally at best,‖ he says, ―but we came home as a cohe-

sive group of twelve. One of my most lasting memories will be how, as the trip progressed, we became an increasingly closer knit group – 

making sure that whatever we did was as a group. We laughed until we cried. We supported each other in times of need. In short it was 

an incredible experience for everyone.‖ 

Vanier College students ready for  

Water: Action for Access in Africa 
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VISITING DELEGATIONS 
 

On September 22, 2010, Vanier welcomed a delegation of four Chinese college presidents visiting Montreal to learn 

about the Cegep system and how our colleges are organized. The visit was part of an international project organized by 

Cégep Marie-Victorin and ACCC.  The delegation came to Vanier specifically to learn about how we provide Services for Students 

and was hosted by the International Education Office.  

 

After being welcomed by the Director General who gave a presentation about the overall structure of how the college operates and the 

role of the Director General concerning students, the delegates toured the college facilities and attended presentations about Services for 

Students, The Learning Centre, the Math and Science Centre and the Language School. 
 

Swedish Delegation  
 

It was the warmest welcome they had ever received in their 

various trips to schools around the world indicated one mem-

ber of a delegation of 12 Swedish Folk High School principals 

who visited Vanier College ion April 11, 2011. ―Swedish Folk High 

Schools are a rather heterogeneous phenomenon, but there are common 

attributes,‖ stated Henning Süssner who led the delegation.  ―All schools 

are active in immigrant language training, lifelong learning activities and 

are rather often engaged in different sorts of community work.‖ 

 

The visitors came from major Swedish cities as well as provincial areas 

and their visit focused on the challenges of adult education in a globalized 

world. The delegation had studied the Canadian education system and was impressed by its variety—especially academic institutions in-

volvement in community work, integration and inclusion of immigrant students and continuing education programs. 

 

The Vanier International Education Office hosted the visitors. Gilbert Héroux, the Director General, gave them a brief overview and his-

tory of the Cegep system in Quebec, followed by a discussion about 

Vanier‘s diverse student population and meeting its needs.  Subsequently, 

Henning Süssner described the concept of Folk High Schools in Sweden and 

each delegate provided information about their respective institutions.  

Afterwards the delegation toured the college to see our facilities and learn 

about the services provided, and to get a feel for Vanier‘s multicultural and 

diverse student population. 

 

In the afternoon, Sylvie Lord, Tami Belhadj, Michelle D‘Elia and Dale Galla-

gher from Continuing Education and Chris Hall from the Vanier College 

Language School made presentations on providing continuing education to 

adult students and meeting the needs of second language learners at the 

college. As well, Danielle Brown, responsible for Student Development and Orientation in Student Services, spoke on diversity and engag-

ing student life on campus; and Marya Grant, Learning Specialist at the Learning Centre presented on Multiculturalism at Vanier College.  

Both presentations highlighted Vanier‘s ability to integrate a multicultural dimension into both academic and non-academic initiatives at the 

College. 

  

―It was interesting that despite differences between the Cegep and the Swedish Folk High School systems, educators in both places are 

dealing with the same challenges and seeking innovative ways to overcome them,‖ states Melanie Hadida of the Vanier International Edu-

cation Office.  ―The Swedish delegates were impressed with how Vanier‘s faculty and staff work to not only integrate and include students 

from other countries and cultural communities but also celebrate the unique diversity and multiculturalism at Vanier College.‖  

Chinese Delegation  



 

P A G E  1 8   V A N I E R  L I F E  4 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  I S S U E  J U N E  2 0 1 1  

 

This year, the 13th Annual Vanier Col-

lege Big Band Benefit Concert held in 

April, was more than a concert.  It 

was a joyous celebration of Vanier’s 

40th anniversary.   

 

The concert, which raises funds for music scholarships, featured Jazz pianist, Oliver 

Jones, as both the host for the evening and the special guest artist who performed 

with the professional J.L. Big Band conducted by Christopher Smith.  

 

A special Vanier College Alumni Big Band brought back 21 former Vanier students, some of 

whom are current teachers including Christopher Smith (conductor), Jocelyn Couture 

(trumpet),) and Nasyr Abdul Al Khabyyr (drumset).  

 

The show opened with the Vanier College Big Band directed by Jocelyn Couture and singer 

Cyndi Charlemagne followed by the ever popular J.L. Big Band, an ensemble of some of the best 

jazz musicians in Montreal, including Tony Romandini.  

 

Capping off the evening was the Alumni Big Band with such well-known musicians as Muhammad 

Abdul Al-Khabyyr (trombone) and Morgan Moore (jazz bass). 

Debut concert for  

Vanier’s new Choir Director Philippe Bourque  
 

Philippe Bourque, the new Vanier College Choir Director, made his debut with the 

annual December Vanier Choir Concert.  This dynamic young musician, who is also a 

fine jazz pianist, shared the program with the Vanier College Opera Ensemble di-

rected by classical voice teacher Tamara Vickerd.  

 

The concert, entitled Musica del cuore e dell’ anima, offered up excerpts from Mozart‘s opera Cosi 

Fan Tutte in the first half with ten singers singing at least two different roles accompanied by two 

pianists.  All singers wore distinguishing masks and their teacher, soprano Tamara Vickerd ex-

plained each scene.   

 

In the second half of the concert, the choir performed Handel‘s Laudate Puere Dominum with 

alumni soprano Erin Berger and Mendelssohn‘s Drei Geistliche Lieder, Op. 96 with student mezzo-

soprano Aurélie Gagnon.  Also on the program: The Lamb by Robert Frederick Jones and John Rut-

ter‘s Candlelight Carol.  

  

Philippe Bourque was appointed conductor of the Vanier College Choir in September 2010. For-

merly he was assistant-conductor of McGill University‘s Concert Choir and Chamber Singers, di-

rector of Les Petits-Chanteurs de la Cathédrale Marie-Reine-du-Monde, and worked for two years with 

the Chœur en Jazz ensemble.  He is also affiliated with Simply Sweetly, the women‘s choir at McGill 

University; both the classical and gospel choirs at Collège Vincent-d'Indy; the Chœur du Musée d’Art 

de Joliette; and is the artistic director at the Terrebonne Baptist church.  

Vanier Big Band Benefit Concert with 

Oliver Jones and Vanier Alumni 



 

On May 6, 2011, the Vanier College Choir, under the direction of 

Philippe Bourque, performed the world premiere of Robert Fre-

derick Jones’ La Terra Promessa.  This twelve-movement symphony 

for soloists, chorus and orchestra was commissioned to celebrate 

Vanier College’s 40th Anniversary.  

 

Robert Frederick Jones has taught music at Vanier College since 1976. His 

compositions have been performed in North and South America, Asia and 

Europe in such places as Westminster Abbey and Salisbury Cathedral.  His 

work is influenced by the colours, moods, and landscape of the Arizona de-

sert where he grew up.  

 

 

 

L a  T e r r a 

Promessa presents ―a series of musical visions based on texts and land-

scapes of heightened significance to me,‖ Robert says. ―Though on the sur-

face the piece may appear to be about rocks and plants and animals and 

people, at a deeper level it is about the divine energy that permeates all 

these creations.‖ 

 

La Terra Promessa featured Vanier classical voice teacher Tamara Vickerd, 

soprano; alumni Erica Martin, mezzo-soprano and Clayton Kennedy bari-

tone, and Sylvain Paré, tenor.  ―We worked on this concert for a number 

of months and the students were very excited,‖ states Vanier College 

Choir director, Philippe Bourque.  ―Not only is the work inspiring, but two 

former choir directors sang with the students as well.‖   

 

Erica Phare who moved away from Montreal last year and Jean 

Sult, now retired, both came home to Vanier College to join in the 

40th Anniversary celebration.  

 

According to Nadia Turbide, Coordinator of the Music Depart-

ment, ―this has been an incredibly moving experience, since 

Robert Jones was diagnosed with cancer shortly after the work 

was commissioned. This 45-minute work is a summation of Robert 

F. Jones‘ creative journey and we were all so happy to attend the 

performance with him.‖ 

 

For this special presentation the Saint Lawrence Choir, directed by 

Michael Zaugg, and l‘Orchestre symphonique Joseph-François Per-

rault, conducted by Richard Charron, joined the Vanier Choir. 

World premiere of R.F. Jones’  

La Terra Promessa celebrates Vanier’s 40th  
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New Partnership between  

Vanier College and  

Saint Petersburg State University  
 
In the summer of 2010, Eric Lozowy, 

Russian language professor and 

Coordinator of Slavic Studies, travel-

led to Saint-Petersburg to negotiate a 

partnership between Saint Petersburg 

State University and Vanier College.   

 

 
He visited facilities, met with univer-

sity professors and administrators, 

and investigated cultural activities for 

students in the Slavic Studies Major.  

 

 

 

 

 
His goal was to pave the way for a five-week student placement 

program for Vanier students at the Russian Language and Culture 

institution that took place in May and June 2011.   

 

 

 

Slavic Studies Lecture Series  

celebrates Leo Tolstoy 
 

 
To celebrate the one-hundredth 

anniversary of the death of the Rus-

sian writer and thinker Leo Tolstoy 

(1828-1910), the teachers of the 

Slavic Studies Major at Vanier Col-

lege organized a series of lectures 

dedicated to various aspects of 

Tolstoy‘s work and thought.   

 
From November 14-17, 2010, spea-

kers explored Tolstoy and History, 

Tolstoy and non-violence, and Tols-

toy and love. 

 

Vanier now eligible for 

SSHRC grants 
 

Vanier reached an important mile-

stone this year when it became eligible 

for SSHRC (Social Science and Hu-

manities Research Council) research 

programs open to postsecondary insti-

tutions.   

 

―One of the major assets of Vanier College 

is the high number of research-capable fac-

ulty members in all disciplines, many of 

whom hold Doctorate degrees,‖ states Di-

rector General, Gilbert Héroux.   

 

―The SSHRC accreditation is one more im-

portant tool to allow the College and its 

teachers to be leaders in the advancement of 

knowledge. It also complements the certifi-

cation Vanier received in 2010 from the Na-

rural Sciences and Engineering Research 

Council (NSERC) that supports applied re-

search in the sciences.‖ 

 

The SSHRC is the federal agency that pro-

motes and supports university-based re-

search and training in the humanities and 

social sciences. The SSHRC supports re-

search into social, cultural, technological, 

environmental, economic, and wellness is-

sues in society and encourages researchers 

to learn from one another‘s disciplines and 

to share research outcomes with communi-

ties, businesses and governments.  

 

"Having SSHRC accreditation means that 

Vanier teachers in the Humanities Depart-

ment and Social Sciences Program will be 

eligible to apply for a wider range of SSHRC 

research grants including the SSHRC Institu-

tional Grant whose eligibility criteria were 

expanded last year to include Cegeps,‖ indi-

cates Humanities teacher Brian Aboud.   

 

―It opens up funding opportunities to pursue 

one‘s ongoing research or to undertake new 

research, something that is very difficult to 

do while teaching full time. But, doing re-

search in one's academic field also brings, 

potentially, measurable benefits to teaching 

through the deepening of knowledge and the 

exploration of new questions in a given area 

of specialization." 

 

Catrena Flint who teaches Music History and 

Ear Training at Vanier is already benefitting 

from a $48,000 grant from the SSHRC‘s 

International Opportunities Fund.  She cur-

rently heads a team of Canadian musicolo-

gists working on digitizing music criticism 

texts going back two hundred years.   

 

As well, three years ago, retired Vanier 

teacher, Henry Milner, enjoyed SSHRC fund-

ing for his study on political participation. 
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Music’s Caterina Flint to benefit from a 

$1.8 million grant from the FQRSC 
 

Catrina Flint of the Vanier Music Department is a member of a team 

of more than twenty music scholars awarded a grant of nearly $1.8 

million from the FQRSC.   

 

All of the team are members of the Observatoire interdisciplinaire 

de création et de recherche en musique (OICRM) which is a re-

search centre associated with the Université de Montréal.  

 

Catrina Flint‘s portion of the grant will allow her to do two things.  

First, she will finish a book for the Eastman Studies in Music series 

published by the University of Rochester Press.   

 

Second, she will work with SMCQ Jeunesse on productions of pup-

pet plays by Maurice Bouchor with music by various fin-de-siècle 

French composers such as Paul Vidal and Ernest Chausson.  

 

SMCQ Jeunesse‘s music performances offer kids and adults impor-

tant moments centered on music, that go beyond the beaten track, 

while focusing on traditional music for children‘s techniques — like 

sound effects or musical themes associated with specific characters 

 

―For anyone who wonders why we should care about puppet 

plays,‖ explains Catrina Flint, ―it's because it is part of the 

''symbolist'' movement, where playwrights wanted to replace all 

people by symbols, like de-humanized puppets, or actors who act 

like puppets.‖   

 

One of the most famous examples is Claude Debussy's Pelléas et 

Mélisande, which was written on a text by the Belgian symbolist, 

Maurice Maeterlinck.  

 

―This is the sort of thing has survived in our own time, in movies 

like A.I., a movie about a robotic child, and Terminator,” states Ca-

trina. ―In both of these movies, robots are to some extent anthro-

pomorphosized: they behave like humans and eventually ''learn'' to 

have human feelings.  

 

Our question is what kind of music was written to underscore 

these ''dehumanized'' symbols and does this kind of ''dehumanized'' 

music still function in the cultural and artistic undertakings of today? 

 

TEACHER RESEARCH GRANTS 
 

Physics teacher Rhys Adams awarded a 

photonics research grant 
 

Faster is not necessarily better if it‘s an internet signal that is too 

fast to be monitored and corrected before it reaches its destination.  

But Rhys Adams, Honours Science Coordinator and member of the 

Vanier College Physics Department, will be looking for a solution to 

such problems thanks to a three-year research grant he was 

awarded from FQRNT (Fonds de recherche sur la nature et les 

technologies) as part of their ―Programme de recherche pour les 

enseignants de collège.‖ 

 

The grant allows Rhys to conduct research in the field of photonics, 

an area of science that looks at the interaction of light and electron-

ics, in collaboration with professors at McGill University. Rhys Ad-

ams‘ research focuses on the processing of optical signals for high-

speed data transmission such as internet connections.  As advances 

in technology increase the speed of the optical transmission of data, 

the capacity of monitoring the quality of that transmission is in jeop-

ardy since current monitoring is done electronically.   

 

If a transmission signal is not clean, information gets lost.  This 

means an email goes to the wrong destination or goes nowhere at 

all, or a website does not open properly and takes a while to re-

fresh itself.  Both these situations indicate there are errors in the 

data signal.  So Rhys is looking for an optical way of doing the moni-

toring – a live integrated diagnostic tool that will detect errors and 

send a command to correct them. The future implications of his 

research could mean that internet signals are fast and clean.   

 

The experimental research will be performed at McGill University 

with the Photonic Systems Group that is part of the Electrical Engi-

neering department. The research group has world-class, state-of-

the-art facilities including bits error rate testers worth over $10 

million, and occupies 4,500 square feet of office and laboratory 

space. 

 

The research grant will also benefit Vanier students.  Funds have 

been allocated to bring the Vanier College Honours Science class to 

the Photonic Systems laboratories to perform experiments relevant 

to the content of their Cegep Waves and Modern Physics course 

and use sophisticated equipment such as lasers and high-speed opti-

cal equipment.  

 

Furthermore, each year, Rhys Adams will provide a two-week paid 

research activity for one or two Vanier Honours Science students 

to assist him in conducting experiments, thus providing opportuni-

ties to students that cannot be matched by other colleges. 

 

When completed, Rhys Adams will publish results of his research in 

peer-reviewed journals and present them at international confer-

ences, which will ensure that researchers around the world will 

associate Vanier College with university calibre scientific research. 
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Twenty-three outstanding bridges were put to the test at the annual Bridge Building Competition. As increasing weights were placed on 

each bridge, cries of joy or frustration were heard as bridges either withstood the load or crumbled under the weight.  Congratulations to 

this year‘s winners: 

1st place (Greatest load of 13kg and efficiency of 61): Lyane Kunicek - Honours Science, seen above with Physics’ Rhys Adams 

2nd place (efficiency of 46.5): Michael Richardson and Peter McBride - both of Honours Science 

3rd place (efficiency of 32.8): Ai-Vi Nguyen -Health Science, Sophia Lim - Health Science and Ama Frimpong - Social Science 

Aesthetics Award: Oliver Tang (Pure and Applied Science) 

 
A special thanks to Kim Muncey (TLC), John Lynch (Service Department) Tao Long (Physics Department); the judges Mike Besner, Ste-

phen Newbigging, Robert Dupuis and Ellen Cooper; the MC Rhys Adams; and Vanier Communications. The competition would not have 

been possible without their help! 

 

Multiplayer Chess Challenge Results 
Martin Dobrev (Commerce), our two-time chess champion, faced five  strong players at the 

same time.  He got off to a great start by defeating three players in the first 45 minutes of the 

game, but struggled with the last two. In the end, he finished with four wins and one draw. 

 

Robotics Competition 
The Vanier Vikings put up a great fight during 

the 2011 Robotics Competition. The robot 

was a definite favorite at the competition, with its LED light display and Plexiglas structure. 

The team won 1st place for sportsmanship and received a plaque for outstanding perfor-

mance. The robot placed fourth for design and structure, and the kiosk and video were in 

the top 6 finalists.   

 

The robotics team always counts on help from a number of people: John Lynch from the 

Service Department, Tao Long and Andy Fuchs from the Physics Department and Patrick 

Bouwman and Allan Insley from Industrial Electronics.   

  

2010 Bridge Building  

Arcade Award Winners for 2009 and 2010 
Four years ago, the annual Arcade Award was established to recognize innovation in the teaching of Math and Science.  On November 17, 

2010, the winners of the award for the last two years were recognized.  The 2009 award went to Helena Dedic for her key role in de-

veloping the Physics in-class tutoring project; and the 2010 award went to Sandi Mak for her introduction of student-designed Wiki pa-

ges in the teaching of Linear Algebra. 
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Micropublishing and Hypermedia Vernissage 

VCSA Spring BBQ 

Special Care Counselling  

Softball Game 

Nite of Nations  

2011 Activities  
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Black History Month at Vanier kicked off on February 2 with a talk by 

Dr. Jean Augustine, the first African-Canadian woman to be elected 

to the federal parliament.   

 

Other noteworthy presenters included Dorothy Williams speaking 

on Blacks in Montreal, Paul Fehmiu exploring Black heritage in Can-

ada, and Dr. Yves Antoine who spoke about Black inventors and sci-

entists.  Unlike outstanding artists, musicians and athletes, black scien-

tists are a little-known group of extraordinary individuals whose ac-

complishments have never received public acknowledgement. 

 

Acclaimed author Tim Wise explored The Pa-

thology of White Privilege, with his personal take 

on whiteness and white privilege.  

 

In a spellbinding lecture, the author of White 

Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son 

offered a unique, inside-out view of race and 

racism in America and provided a non-

confrontational explanation of white privilege 

and the damage it does to people of color, and 

to white people as well.  

 

In addition to guest speakers, there were also 

films, plays, quizzes, comedy, and music, that 

celebrated Black experience and Black history. 

 

A Soul Call brought the month a rousing close 

with food, fun and music. 

Black History Month  
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Black inventors, racial profiling, the damage of racism - on 

the agenda during 2011 Black History Month at Vanier  

“There’s no place for racial profiling in police work” 

―Stay calm. Answer police questions simply 

and succinctly.  And if you feel you‘ve been a 

victim of police racial profiling, tell me.‖  

That was the advice given by Eric La Penna, 

of the Service de police de la Ville de Mon-

tréal, Commander of Police Station 7 in 

Saint-Laurent when he participated in a panel 

on racial profiling at Vanier on February 16, 

2011. 

 

Some thirty people attended the event 

where three Black students related their 

experiences and asked for directives on how 

to act.   

 

―I was on my bike at night, coming back from 

the grocery store when the police stopped 

me and asked for identification,‖ related So-

cial Science student Jeffrey Doret. 

―Eventually two other police cars showed up 

with lights blazing.  It was very intimidating.  I 

hadn‘t done anything wrong, but even so I 

was nervous.  Finally the police let me go.‖ 

 

For her part, Peggy Agyei Baffour told of 

being stopped in the Metro and asked for 

her Opus card.  Eventually she found herself 

surrounded by five officers.  ―I kept asking 

why, but it‘s best to just answer questions 

quickly and go to court later if you think you 

were unjustly ticketed.‖   

 

And Brian Newman, in Canada from Jamaica 

since 2008, recounted being followed by a 

police cruiser as he walked home at night 

from the bus stop. ―I hadn‘t done anything 

wrong but I felt awkward and tense.  I was 

very uncomfortable.‖ 

 

―I don‘t accept racial profiling in any way,‖ 

states Commander La Penna. ―It‘s against the 

Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms and 

it accomplishes nothing for the police.‖  

 

Since 2005, he has given courses to police 

officers all over Montreal on racial profiling, 

and he says there is no room for racial pro-

filing in police work.  

 

―We‘re very pleased with how the panel 

went.  I think it was helpful for students. We 

hope to do more in the future,‖ indicated 

Danielle Brown of Student Services, who 

organized the event. 

L to R:  Dany Brown, Student Services, Jeffrey Doret, Commander Eric La Penna, Brian Newman,  

Officer Judy Yankowski, Peggy Agyei Baffour and Doug Miller 

 

Racial profiling – it’s a hot issue no matter what the latest headlines read. Aiming to open up communication lines and 

minds, a panel of Black students at Vanier College shared their views and experiences on racial profiling with members 

of the Montreal Police. The panel was just one of many events during Black History Month at Vanier. 
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With 27 teams the 2011 Vanier College 

BDC Case Challenge was the biggest ever 
 

Without missing a beat the 

Vanier College BDC Case Chal-

lenge has grown non-stop since it 

began six years ago.  This year, 

27 teams from across Canada 

came to Montreal, February 11-

13, 2011 to battle it out for a top 

place trophy.  Supported by the 

Business Development Bank of 

Canada, this unique event has 

become the most prestigious, 

national, collegiate level case 

competition with teams hailing 

from British Columbia all the way to Nova Scotia. 

 

―This year‘s Case Challenge coincides with Vanier‘s 40th anniversary 

and appropriately it‘s been the best competition ever,‖ says chief 

organizer, David Moscovitz, Coordinator of the Vanier Business 

Administration Program. ―There is now a waiting list of colleges 

hoping for an invitation to compete.‖ 

 

Gilbert Héroux, Director General of Vanier College, states that 

―this event demonstrates the vitality of our institutions and the tre-

mendous opportunities available to French and English college stu-

dents from across Canada, to learn from one another through a 

friendly, high-calibre competition that showcases their skills.‖ 

 

After two days of fierce competition the first place Vanier BDC 

Award went to the team from Collège Lionel-Groulx in Ste-

Thérèse that made winning presentations in both French and Eng-

lish.  St. Lawrence College, Kingston, placed second and a jubilant 

team from Collège de Valleyfield came in third in their first appear-

ance at the competition.   

ScotiaBank finalist award winners included Cégep régional de 

Lanaudière à Joliette, Sheridan College, Seneca College, George 

Brown College, Cégep André-Laurendeau, Algonquin College, 

Collège Lionel-Groulx, St. Lawrence College, Kingston, and Collège 

de Valleyfield. 

The two-day competition welcomed teams from Québec, Ontario, 

B.C. and the Maritimes. There were three theatres of nine presen-

tations on Saturday.  That evening, the top two teams from each 

theatre were announced at a gala dinner.  These six teams then 

went on to compete in the medal round on Sunday morning.  Fol-

lowing the final presentations, an awards luncheon took place. 
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Vanier Business Administration Team 

wins First Place trophy in  

Dawson Finance Competition! 
 

They were set, they were ready, and using their knowledge 

of business and finance they made a trophy-winning presenta-

tion.  Iulian Boz, Alisha Britton, Chelsea DeFelice Vergerio, 

Brittany Weekes (alternate) and Nawajeevan Nageswaren 

(alternate), all Vanier Accounting Management Technology 

students of the Business Administration Program, handily 

captured first place in the Dawson College Bilingual Case 

Competition, on March 27, 2011, against eleven other Ce-

geps.  

 

This is the second year Vanier has fielded a Finance Team in 

the competition and the second time Vanier has come home 

with the winner‘s trophy. 

 

Finance Team coach Anna Schiavi‘s back-to-back win is not by accident. In three months of preparation, she enables students to develop a 

strong grasp of key financial ratios so that they can assess an organization's financial health quickly and derive the implications for key 

stakeholders. Because students volunteer to become part of her team they come in already keen to participate in the gruelling preparation. 

 

―These students faced a huge challenge and through hard work 

and commitment answered this challenge,‖ says Anna. ―They 

were nervous but with tireless efforts, hard work and dedica-

tion spanning the preparation period they got ready to com-

pete.  All of the preparation for this event was done outside of 

class time, including Spring Break. Now that‘s commitment!‖ 

 

In a finance case competition, students have three hours to 

study the annual report of a company then make a presentation 

before a panel of judges, in which they analyze the company‘s 

performance, project future possibilities and make recommen-

dations to the company‘s stakeholders. 

 

Marketing students, Vanessa Aviles, Aman Bhandal, and Michael 

Proscino also competed in the Marketing Case section of the 

Case Competition deftly trail blazing as they headed off the day's competition.  

 

―Having Vanier Marketing and Accounting students participate in case competitions of this nature is a vital tool that enhances student 

learning,‖ says David Moscovitz, Coordinator of Vanier College Business Administration and Marketing team coach.  ―Taking the students 

out of the classroom to activities like this gives them a real world experience and allows them to put into practice what they learn in the 

classroom.‖ 

 

 

 

Vanier Alumnus Cleo Paskal: 

Winner of the  

2010 Mavis Gallant Award  
 
It was a great night for Vanier College at the 

2010 Quebec Writers’ Federation Literary 

Awards, held on November 23.  First, Vanier Alumnus, Andy Nul-

man hosted the event and kept things moving along with a constant 

stream of charming, ironic and often self-deprecating banter on wri-

ting, publishing and winning awards.   

 
But the high point came when the Mavis Gallant Award for non-

fiction went to Vanier alumnus extraordinaire, Cleo Paskal (DEC 

Literature & Languages 1987) for Global Warring – How environmen-

tal, economic and political crises will redraw the world map (Key Porter 

Books).   

 
Cleo Paskal is an Associate Fellow at the Royal Institute of Interna-

tional Affairs, Chatham House, London (UK) and Adjunct Faculty at 

two Indian Universities, Manipal and SCMS.  As a geostrategist, she 

has given security-related briefings to members of the intelligence 

community from over thirty countries.  

 
The Mavis Gallant Award is sponsored by the five English Cegeps, 

Champlain, Dawson, John Abbott, Heritage and Vanier Colleges.  

Vanier‘s Marguerite Corriveau presented the award on behalf of the 

Cegeps.  As well, Maggie Kathwaroon, on leave from the Vanier 

Humanities Department, also joined in the literary celebrations and 

in fact, as a member of the 2010 Gala Committee, helped organize 

them. 
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Under the theme of In Our Own Words, 

International Women’s Week activi-

ties at Vanier, March 7-11, 2011, used 

painting, dance, photography and film 

in workshops, student panels, lectures 

and performances, to present a range 

of issues of interest to women.  

 

Highlights of the week included the Raging 

Grannies; a painting workshop by artist Na-

tasha Henderson; Dr Monia Mazigh, wife of 

Maher Arar, who discussed her husband‘s 

case and what it teaches us about human 

rights; Vanier students who travelled to 

Nicaragua presenting on women in action 

there; and guest speaker, Diane Labelle, a 

two-spirited Mohawk woman who discussed 

the history and meaning of two-spiritedness.  

 

Dance instructor Sandra Beaulieu offered 

workshops using hip hop dancing and con-

temporary dance to challenge sexism and 

express subjectivity, identity and emotion 

through the body. 

 

Members of U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A., a student 

LGBT group, discussed their experiences 

and attitudes as lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender college students.  And Janice 

Melanson presented FemmeToxic, a look at 

toxins in cosmetic and personal care prod-

ucts. 

 

The program of events also included a festi-

val of films, and a presentation by Melanie 

Hadida on women activists of Bhopal.  She 

Shoots, She Scores!  Women’s Hockey in Can-

ada – featured Olympic Gold medalists, 

Caroline Ouellette and Lisa-Marie Breton-

Lebreux discussing the success the Canadian 

Women‘s 2009 Olympic Hockey Team and 

the challenges and double-standards high-

level female athletes still face.   

 

Rounding off the week, Feminism in the Eyes 

of College Students allowed Vanier students 

to give an update on feminism in 2011.  

In Our Own Words:  Intl Women’s Week at Vanier  
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This year, Vanier participated in the 

month-long Francofête 2011, holding 

its own first La semaine de la francopho-

nie, March 21-25.  Through a variety of 

activities, the Vanier French Depart-

ment underlined the value and the im-

portance of the French language both 

in Quebec and in the world. 

 

On the programme was a poetry competi-

tion open to all students where they were 

challenged to write a poem under the theme 

of ―Acting in French‖ and in which they had 

to use the 10 key Francofête words: accueil-

lant, agapes, avec, chœur, complice, cordée, fil, 

harmonieusement, main, resauter.  There were 

also linguistic games in the language lab and a 

dictation for all students.   

 

Guest speakers included Gil Courtemanche, 

writer and columnist for the French newspa-

per Le Devoir, who gave a talk entitled ―Agir 

en français au Québec‖, François Aird, Di-

rector of Cedrom-Sni, who described the 

creation of Eureka, and Catherine Awad, 

MBA Internship advisor at McGill University 

emphasized the importance of French in the 

workplace.  

 

As well, two films were shown followed by 

discussions:  the documentary film, ―Le peu-

ple invisible‖ by filmmakers Richard Desjar-

dins and Robert Monderie, about the Algon-

quin Nation in Quebec, and Jean-Marc 

Vallée‘s film, ―C.R.A.Z.Y.‖ depicting the life 

of a Quebec family in the 1970s and 80s. 

  Celebrating French during La semaine de la francophonie at Vanier College 

Learning lessons from his-

tory through the Vanier 

College Symposium on the 

Holocaust and Genocide 
 

Confronting Genocide: 1915-2011 was the 

theme of the 18th annual Vanier College/

Kleinmann Family Foundation Symposium on 

the Holocaust and Genocide, held April 4-8, 

2011. The Symposium alerts young people 

to discrimination, racism and genocide in 

their many manifestations, and helps them 

learn about history in order to avoid repeat-

ing mistakes of the past.  

 

Eyewitness and first-hand accounts are often 

the best motivators to spark students into 

awareness, concern and action, and several 

Holocaust survivors and one rescuer offered 

their stirring personal testimonies during the 

Symposium.  

 

This year‘s line-up of 38 events also included 

The Last Survivor, a remarkable new docu-

mentary film about the survivors of four 

different genocides and mass atrocities (the 

Holocaust, Rwanda, Darfur, and Congo) and 

their struggle to make sense of their tragedy 

by working to educate, motivate and prom-

ulgate a civic response to mass atrocity 

crimes.  

 

One of the main strengths of the Sympo-

sium, in the view its long-time co-ordinator, 

retired Vanier Humanities teacher, Neil 

Caplan, is the way that important real-life 

lessons about ethical citizenship and moral 

courage find their way into the classroom. 

Participating students and teachers alike 

wrestle with these challenges in the context 

of their courses in psychology, sociology, 

English, French, humanities, journalism, and 

history.  

Disability Awareness Day 

challenges myths and mis-

conceptions 
 

On April 27, 2011, Vanier College held its 

first Disability Awareness Day (D.A.D.) to 

increase awareness about the life and chal-

lenges faced by people with disabilities and 

eliminate negative attitudes and misconcep-

tions towards people with disabilities. 

 

Recent years have seen a sharp increase in 

the number of students with disabilities at-

tending college.  Currently approximately 

200 students are registered with Access for 

Students with Disabilities, a Vanier service 

that provides accommodations, support and 

advocacy for students with all types of dis-

abilities including learning, hearing, visual, 

physical, mental, and injury-related. 

 

Disability Awareness Day was the brainchild 

of Vanier student Christopher Simeone who 

organized the day in collaboration with Ac-

cess for Students with Disabilities and the 

Vanier College Students‘ Association.  ―I 

want people to understand disabilities,‖ says 

Christopher who has dyslexia. ―If someone 

doesn‘t read it‘s not a reason to tease him 

or make fun of him.  It may not be his or her 

fault.  Everyone learns differently.  Some 

take longer than others and need a special 

approach.‖ 

 

The event featured information displays and 

brochures about various disabilities. There 

were quizzes about popular disability myths 

and misconceptions and students who par-

ticipated were eligible to win prizes. The 

information booths were hosted by students 

with disabilities, including members from the 

Ambassadors, a Vanier support group for 

students with learning disabilities and 

ADHD. The main attraction was guest per-

former Luca ―Lazylegs‖ Patuelli, internation-

ally known break dancer and inspirational 

speaker, along with his crew, the ILL-

Abilities dancers.   

 

It‘s not surprising that Christopher created 

D.A.D.  As a student of Vanier‘s Special 

Care Counselling Program, he is training to 

work with people who need special services.  

―I want to help people,‖ he explains.  ―Last 

summer I worked in a summer camp as a 

shadow for a child who had autism, accom-

panying him and helping him when he 

needed it.  I wish I could have had someone 

like that for me when I went to summer 

camp. The teasing and the challenges I faced 

were often terrible.  I‘d like to help others 

avoid that if possible.‖ 

 

As a member of the Ambassadors, Christo-

pher has spoken with teachers and students 

of Vanier‘s Early Childhood Education, Nurs-

ing and Science Programs, and has visited 

high schools to speak of Vanier‘s services 

and encourage students with disabilities to 

apply to Cegep.  He and other Ambassadors 

also mentor Vanier incoming students show-

ing them how to cope and get the support 

they need. ―I was lucky,‖ he says, ―I had par-

ents and teachers who helped and encour-

aged me.  Now I want others to have the 

same kind of opportunities I‘ve had and con-

tinue their education if they want to.‖  
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Science fun, surprises and high tech wonders drew crowds 

during 2011 Science Week in March.   
 

A line-up of speakers, games, entertainment, tours of Vanier‘s newly renovated 

science labs, and futuristic prototypes culminated in the exciting engineering chal-

lenge of Science, on tourne on March 25. 

 

On the bill, talks about: the intriguing paradoxes of ―counter factuality‖ whereby 

it‘s possible to provide information about events that have not yet taken place; a 

future where biomedical and robotics engineering research mix together; com-

puter programs that allow remote medical training and ultra-videoconferencing; 

the story of forensic science; the degradation of ecosystems in the Montréal area; 

and a look at what happens when the immune system goes wrong. 

 

It was pure entertainment when the Math and Science Centre turned into a cozy 

coffeehouse and science students and teachers showcased their musical and artistic 

talents.  

 

Then it was tech time when Vanier‘s own science whiz kids, Santiago Paiva and 

Timothy Polyzos, presented How to Stop a Killer Asteroid!; the Vanier Robotics 

Team displayed their acumen; and visitors checked out the robotic ―Walking ma-

chine‖, student-designed prototypes of an all terrain vehicle and a new race car, 

and École Polytechnique‘s ―Steel Bridge‖. 

 

Finally, the cheering started Friday afternoon for Science, on tourne!  This year‘s 

engineering challenge: build a vehicle that would independently make the most 

round trips in 10 minutes with the fewest human interventions.  

A look at the future during  

2011 Science Week 

Science, on tourne  
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Sustainability 

 

Vanier Earth Week - Making 

links because the environ-

ment is everywhere! 
 

Aiming to increase awareness and sup-

port for environmental issues, Vanier 

held its first Earth Week in April, 2011.  

 

Through speakers, a multicultural food fair, 

information kiosks and other events, students 

learned that being kind to the environment is 

easier than they think.   

 

Guest speakers addressed issues such as: the 

impacts of our lifestyle on international sustain-

ability; the vision students have of the future 

and the role of individuals in making our world 

more sustainable; food issues on campus and 

how we can work together to eat better; and 

sustainable transport.   

 

The annual Vanier Multi-cultural food fair went ―green‖ – using ceramic plates, asking people to bring their own reusable containers and 

encouraging participating groups to cook with organic ingredients – all to learn about making sustainable choices through our food. 

 

Vanier‘s environmental actions were displayed in kiosks. The Makupo development group collected used lap tops to send to Malawi; a car 

check station taught about green driving; a bike kiosk passed out information on routes for biking to Vanier; the Biology Department 

handed out seedlings and Environmental and Wildlife Management sold spider plants.   

 

―The biggest role Vanier can play on sustainability is as an educational institution,‖ states sustainability officer, Richard Dugas.  ―We need 

to show our students that everything is linked to sustainability and give them the tools to understand the links and make sustainable deci-

sions.   

 

This year, a Humanities class measured greenhouse gas emissions at Vanier, another class looked at improvements to the cafeteria, and a 

Geography class studied composting and made recommendations for a system at Vanier.  That‘s the way to make an impact and bring 

about true change.‖  
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Vanier College is now a Level 3 Cégep Vert 
 

A year of organizing sustainability projects at Vanier paid off.  In 

June, ENvironnement JEUnesse (ENJEU) announced that the College 

attained a Level 3 certification as a Cégep Vert du Québec 2010-2011.  

 

In order to obtain this certification Vanier had to reach certain ob-

jectives including::  
 

Create a College Advisory Committee on the Environment CACE 

(Comité d‘Action et de Concertation en Environne-

ment CACE). 

Establish an Environmental Policy. 

Carry out environment-related education training activities.  

Realize several environmental awareness activities. 

Draw up an annual audit of sustainability achievements and aim 

for continued improvements. 

Establish an environmental intervention fund. 

 

 

Vanier has achieved much in sustainability this past year.  Under the 

leadership of sustainability officer, Richard Dugas, the College in-

creased recycling, launched an awareness campaign that reached 

55% of Vanier students, and held round tables on parking and public 

transit, and on bicycle issues, and held a multi-event Earth Week to 

increase awareness and support for environmental issues.  

 

Vanier‘s next goal is to achieve the Excellence Level Cégep Vert du 

Québec certification.  

Composting 

Sorting and Recycling garbage 

Seedlings 

Organic Foods 

Spider Plants 
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Employee Picnic  
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2010-2011 EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARDS 
David Moscovitz winner of the 2010-2011 Innovation Award  

David Moscovitz, current Coordinator of 

the Business Administration Program, did 

not shirk when challenged by the then Pro-

gram Coordinator, George Dracopoulos, to 

find ways to inspire and motivate students of 

the program.  He conceived the idea of an 

inter-college marketing competition and 

nurtured it into becoming the first national 

collegiate case competition in the country 

aimed at technical and community college 

students.   

 
To recognize his initiative in organizing and 

sustaining the Vanier College BDC Case 

Challenge, David Moscovitz is the winner of 

the 2010-2011 Employee Recognition Inno-

vation Award.  Created by Vanier College 

Director General, Gilbert Héroux, this 

award recognizes and honours employees 

who are innovative thinkers and creative 

implementers and who motivate and inspire 

the people around them through their vi-

sion. 

 
―David‘s vision for the case competition was 

to promote the excellence of Vanier and its 

Business Administration Program by building 

an event where our marketing students 

could develop, test and showcase their mar-

keting skills in a competition against students 

from other colleges,‖ state members of the 

committee that nominated David for this 

award.  And there is no question but that he 

achieved that objective.  In addition to orga-

nizing the competition, David has also 

coached each Vanier team, working long and 

hard outside of class and developing strong 

contacts with the members of the six Vanier 

teams as they practiced to refine and de-

velop their competition skills before the 

Case Challenge.   

 
Since it started six years ago with three 

competing Cegeps, the Case Challenge has 

grown into a prestigious national event that 

hosted twenty-seven teams from schools 

across Canada, this year.  While case com-

petitions exist at the university level, the 

Vanier College BDC Case Challenge is the 

only national case competition at the colle-

giate level and schools now vie for an invita-

tion to participate in it.  

 
Organizing such an event is no small under-

taking, but through his vision, his persistence 

and his enthusiasm David has been able to 

enlist the help of various Vanier departments 

to make this competition a first class suc-

cessful event. Not only has the competition 

provided students with a very special learn-

ing opportunity and the chance to network 

with business leaders and students from 

across Canada, but as well, the success of 

the case Challenge has brought honour to 

Vanier and allowed other colleges to dis-

cover the quality and depth of Business Pro-

grams at Vanier. 

 
According to David‘s nominators, ―The case 

competition has become a wonderful forum 

for developing a host of ongoing and rich 

relationships between Vanier (students, fac-

ulty and administrators) and members of 

college communities across Canada, local 

businesses and universities.  Particularly 

worthy of mention are David‘s efforts to 

build bridges with a number of Francophone 

Cegeps. Other colleges now seek out 

David‘s expertise as an advisor and judge.‖ 
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Denis Lafontaine winner of 

the 2010-2011 ABCD Award 
 
―Above and beyond is the very definition of 

the kind of service Denis Lafontaine has 

been providing to the teachers and students 

of Vanier College for the past 30 years,‖  

state members of the Nominating Commit-

tee for the ABDC Award.  And this state-

ment is a very apt description of Denis La-

fontaine, the winner of 2010-2011 Above 

and Beyond the Call of Duty (ABCD) Vanier 

Employee Recognition Award.  The ABCD 

Award honours a Vanier employee whose 

actions and activities contribute to the posi-

tive well-being of the Vanier community 

above and beyond expectations.  

 
With glowing praise, Denis‘s nominators 

state that ―From the early days of Audio-

Visual services at Snowdon to the present 

digital age of Information Technology at Ste-

Croix, Denis Lafontaine has been working 

quietly and steadily behind the scenes to 

assist and instruct teachers, staff and stu-

dents in the latest and most useful equip-

ment and techniques for their projects and 

presentations.‖ 

 

 
Many students, such as those in Special Care 

Counselling who are required to tape their 

presentations, have benefitted from Denis‘s 

instructions on how to plan, set up, perform, 

film, edit and save their work.  Every class 

and group, from the first to the fifteenth, 

receives the same patient, careful instruction 

from him. 

 
―The growing success of the Vanier BDC 

Case Challenge is due in part to Denis as 

videographer,‖ states, David Moscovitz, or-

ganizer of the Case Challenge.  ―He is pre-

sent filming the competition all weekend 

then follows through by designing individual-

ized covers and editing and burning custom-

ized DVDs for each of the participating 

teams.‖ 

 
―The popularity of the Vanier College Ath-

letics web page owes much to Denis‘s en-

thusiasm, skill and dedication,‖ indicate Mar-

sha Hoyt and Jocelyn Trudeau, from the 

nominating committee. ―His constant updat-

ing, detail-checking, story-writing, and photo

-editing, even on weekends and evenings 

after work, and his attendance at games to 

take photos, keep the site timely and fresh.‖ 

 

―Perhaps most significant is Denis‘s indefati-

gable willingness to help whenever he is 

asked. Whether it‘s a teacher on the other 

side on the building having trouble with 

equipment or a student struggling over a 

text or video, Denis will interrupt his own 

work to give them the help they need.  Pa-

tient, cheerful, and thorough, he leaves eve-

ryone he helps better off.‖ 

 
―After 30 years on the job some people run 

out of enthusiasm for their job and the clien-

tele they work with, but Denis‘s commit-

ment continues to grow ‗like a fine wine‘.‖  

Science Week organizers 

win the 2010-2011 Team 

Project Achievement Award 

 
This year, it‘s the team that organized and 

launched Vanier College‘s first Science 

Week in 2010 that won the 2010-2011 Em-

ployee Recognition Team Project Achieve-

ment Award.   

 
This award honours a team of people who 

have undertaken and completed a particular 

project while demonstrating cohesive work 

methodology, a shared commitment to pro-

viding exceptional service and the use of 

their combined expertise to produce high 

quality results furthering the strategic goals 

of Vanier College and the College‘s Mission 

Statement.  

 
―Science Week has been discussed for years 

as a good idea,‖ states nominator, Don 

Hetherington, Dean of Science and General 

Studies, ―but it took the visionary teamwork 

of professional Stephanie Chang, Mathemat-

ics teachers Stephen Newbigging and Mike 

Besner, Physics teachers Rhys Adams and 

Kevin Lenton, and casual employee Sara 

Tawil to implement it.‖  

 

 
Nominating committee members indicate 

that Science Week stood out as an out-

standing team project for a number of rea-

sons.  First, it included students, teachers 

and staff in all Programs, and welcomed stu-

dents as presenters and keynote speakers.   

 
Second, the festival took aim at the geeky 

science stereotype by including art, music, 

baking, displays, quizzes, and contests along-

side science presentations and demonstra-

tions.  

 
Third, the underpinning approach to all 

events during Science Week was accessibility 

– accessible locations so that bystanders 

could easily take part in activities, and acces-

sibility of subject matter by presenting sci-

ence as part of everyday life.  

 
Judy Macdonald, of Learning Enrichment and 

Support Services for Programs, states that 

another thing that marked the Science Week 

organizing team was its attitude. ―The team 

enjoyed Science Week,‖ she says.  ―They 

were always in good spirits and very suppor-

tive of each other.  Their joy in this activity 

made others want to attend and participate.  

They were having a good time themselves.‖ 

 

Bev Chandler, Vanier Communications, 

praised the high standards organizers set for  

 
this project.  ―Science Week was near flaw-

less, all logistics working perfectly – out-

standing for such a broad and inclusive event 

and usually impossible to achieve for first-

timers.  But the team pulled it off with flair, 

generosity, excitement and confidence.‖ 

 
Congratulations to a great team for winning 

the 2010-2011 Team Project Achievement 

Award and for initiating a festival, which has 

now become an annual event that adds to 

the dynamic learning environment and vi-

brancy of Vanier College. 
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Malawi Nursing Exchange: a unique op-

portunity for Vanier Nursing Students 
 
Thanks to a generous donation from Abbott Laboratories, Vanier 

College Nursing students who went on the first Vanier Nursing 

exchange with Africa, brought with them four Abbott Diabetes 

Care glucometers and hundreds of test strips for testing patients for 

high blood sugar levels.   ―These meters and test strips are worth a 

fortune and allowed the students to screen individuals for Diabe-

tes,‖ indicates Nursing teacher Melodie Hicks who accompanied the 

students. 

 

The four students spent the last six weeks of their Vanier Nursing 

program completing their internship in Malawi. First, they worked 

for two weeks at St Andrews Hospital, a small rural hospital that 

sees over 300 out patients each day. ―March is the height of the 

Malaria season,‖ indicates Melodie Hicks, ―so this additional help 

was much appreciated.‖ The students then moved to the capital city 

of Lilongwe where they lived in residence at Kamuzu College of 

Nursing, attended classes at the University of Malawi and provided 

nursing care in the Central Hospital. Students completed over 160 

clinical hours while abroad. 

 

What can an underdeveloped country like Malawi teach Vanier stu-

dents? ―The experience of being completely immersed in another 

culture cannot be taught in the classroom,‖ explains Melodie Hicks.  

―Immersion helps students develop greater awareness of cultural 

differences in health care practices. They can then use this knowl-

edge when caring for our diverse Canadian population.‖ 

 

The students also learned to provide nursing care with very limited 

human and material resources. ―They needed to be self-reliant, trust 

their knowledge, problem solve, prioritize and think critically,‖ says 

Melodie Hicks. ―Nurses in Montreal are often short-staffed and 

work double shifts. This experience abroad put our reality into per-

spective.  The students saw how one registered nurse can manage 

the care of 50 patients or more.‖ 

 

―I hope this exchange will broaden our students‘ horizons and show 

them how their Nursing education can offer endless possibilities to 

contribute at home and in the global community.‖   

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Congratulations to Nursing‘s Yaa Ansah-Adu (graduating class of 2010) who won a scholarship 

for DEC-BACC studies from the Ordre Régional des Infirmières et Infirmiers de Montreal/Laval 

(ORIIML)for DEC-BACC to pursue her Bachelor's degree in Nursing at McGill University. 

 
This is the second year in a row one of our Nursing graduates wins this award!   Every year, the 

Order awards eleven bursaries to Nursing graduates in the Montreal and Laval area who are 

continuing their university studies in Nursing. 
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In September 2010, fifty-five incoming Vanier Students gathered in 

the Auditorium to receive 2010 Entrance Scholarships.  
 

 

2010-11 Vanier Key Society  

Vanier Key Society members are terrific Ambassadors of our 

school.  The 2010-11 Vanier Key Society helped out during Open 

House, various Award Ceremonies and Orientations, Toonie Tues-

day and the Guidance Counselor breakfast.  Organizers of these 

events commented time and again on how helpful and professional 

the Key members are.   
 

Public Speaking Contest Winners 

 

Judges and winners  

L to R: Harry Antonian, Joshua Berman, Nahila Bendali-Amor,  
Raquel Suisa, Julian Papagouras, Anthony Granato & Dana 

Bath 

 
Congratulations to winners of the Public Speaking Contest organ-

ized by The Learning Centre! 

 1st Place: Raquel Suissa (Nursing) 

 2nd Place: Nahila Bendali-Amor (Social Science) 

 3rd Place: Julien Papagouras (Social Science) 

2010 International student scholarship winners 

 
Congratulations to Vanier inter-

national students who won 2010

-2011 bursaries and scholarships. 

The International Education Offi-

ce offers tuition fee waivers and 

a Bursary of Excellence valued at 

$15,000, to international stu-

dents in technology programs 

every year through Cégep inter-

national. Bursaries of Excellence went to Etsuko Chida (Accounting 

and Management Technology) Japan and Tien Dat Le (Micromedia) 

Vietnam.   

 

Fee waivers were also given to the following students: 

Tatyana Li (Accounting and Management Technology), Uzbekistan 

Bertha del Milagro Zapata Silva (Early Childhood Education), Peru 

Theara Ly (Architectural Technology), Cambodia 
Thi Hong Hoa Vuong (Accounting and Management Technology), 

Vietnam 

Ha My Pham (Business Management), Vietnam 

Jamila Abbadi (Nursing), Morrocco 

Mary Joyce Ann Ruiz (Nursing), Phillipines 
Nadejda Buzdugan (Accounting and Management Technology), Mol-

davia 

Jason Eddrief (Building Systems Technology), U.S.A. 

 

 

Miss Black Montreal 2010 

 
Brains and beauty – that was the 

winning combination for Vanier‘s 

own Symone Bramwell De-Shong, 

crowned ―Miss Black Montreal 

2010” in November. Symone who is 

majoring in Psychology, with a mi-

nor in Women‘s Studies, hopes to 

pursue a career working with chil-

dren or the elderly.  She is of Trini-

dadian, Vincentian and Jamaican 

descent.  Being the eldest of five 

children (including twin boys), allo-

wed her to try different activities including basketball, netball, gym-

nastics, debate clubs, and modeling. 

Entrance Scholarships 2010  

 
Scholarships and Awards 
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Three Vanier students receive  

2011 RFCM Scholarships 
 

Three Vanier students received scholarships from the Regroupe-

ment des fondations collégiales de Montréal at the Recognition Gala 

for RFCM Scholarships for the Next Generation held on May 3, 

2011. This year‘s Vanier winners are: Tevy Chan, Honours Health 

Science, Kara Leigh Redden, Nursing, and Cyndi Charlemagne, Pro-

fessional Music & Song Techniques.  Each recipient was awarded 

$1,000. 
 

Cyndi Charlemagne is remarkable for her commitment to her pro-

gram, her teachers and her fellow students.  She was chosen to be 

the featured jazz singer of the Vanier College 40th Anniversary Big 

Band Concert with host Oliver Jones, and has also been stage man-

ager for all the 2010-2011 Wednesday noon concerts and a volun-

teer at individual evening concerts in the Vanier Auditorium.  
 

Tevy Chan has been on the Dean‘s Honour Roll since her arrival at 

Vanier.  ―What strikes me most about Tevy is her maturity and 

dedication to her studies,‖ states Edward Awad, Coordinator of the 

Biology Department. ―Not only is she a student with remarkable 

intelligence but she is also very easy going and positive.‖ As well, 

Tevy tutors science at Vanier, cooks and entertains at a local senior 

nursing home, works in The Learning Centre, and participates in 

science fairs. 
 

―Kara Redden is a Nursing student with exceptional capabilities who 

represents the next generation of nurses,‖ indicates, one of her 

teachers, Elizabeth Frioud.  She goes on to say that during her work 

in the Montreal General Hospital, ―Kara was always prepared for 

her time on the ward and displayed not only a caring attitude but 

performed above the standard expected for a second year student.‖  

As well, in conjunction with The Learning Centre and nursing fac-

ulty, Kara organized an adjunct program for her fellow students in 

second year to promote academic success.  Students have indicated 

this tutoring program definitely helped them obtain a passing grade 

or do well in their studies.   
 

Congratulations to these outstanding Vanier College students.  

Although astronomers may be able to look at large areas of the sky 

and collect information on asteroids, comets and other celestial 

objects, they still don‘t have the time or resources to figure out 

what exactly they are seeing.  Leave it to 19-year old Vanier Science 

student Santiago Paiva to find a solution.  Santiago not only devel-

oped a strong data analysis tool but he went to England to tell the 

world about it.  

 

In September 2010, Santiago beat out nine competitors from across 

North America (three of whom were PhD students) to win the 

Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) Americas Regional 

Present Around the World (PATW) competition.  

 

In addition to impressing the judges at the PATW competition, he 

received praise for his unique project and presentation skills.  In-

deed, a professor told him he would model his future PowerPoint 

presentations after Santiago‘s.  He also received invitations to pre-

sent to the IET Ottawa and New England Network Committees to 

discuss the further implications of his work.   

 

Then in November, Santiago represented Vanier and North Amer-

ica at the International PATW competition, in London, England 

where he placed third! 

 

―Santiago‘s success is rendered all the sweeter by the fact that he is 

a genuinely nice, humble and, above all, hard-working young man,‖ 

indicates The Learning Centre‘s Cari Clough who helped him pre-

pare for the competition.  ―He began preparing for PATW months 

ago and essentially gave up his summer to develop his PowerPoint 

and hone his presentation skills.  He came to see me almost every 

day with a newly developed aspect of his presentation and a series 

of questions on what presenters should and shouldn‘t do.‖ 

 

―I practiced everywhere,‖ Santiago laughingly confides.  ―In the 

shower, in the bedroom, in the kitchen, at the bus stop – I would 

practice my ten-minute presentation everywhere to improve it.  

People see winners, but they don‘t know about all the work and all 

the obstacles or failures you deal with long before your success.‖ 

 

And where is Santiago headed in the future? Grinning impishly, he 

doesn‘t hesitate to answer that question: ―NASA‘s Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory in Pasadena – that‘s where I want to work eventually!‖  

Santiago Paiva:  

at the  

International 

PATW  

Competition  

Joshua Berman, The Learning Center, Cindy Charlemagne,  

Kara Redden Tevy Chan 



 

P A G E  4 0   V A N I E R  L I F E  4 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  I S S U E  J U N E  2 0 1 1  

V A N I E R  L I F E  4 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  I S S U E  J U N E  2 0 1 1      P A G E  X  

 

VANIER COLLEGE GRADUATION CEREMONIES 2010 –2011  
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When asked why she chose to attend Vanier College, Lib-

eral Arts’ Genevieve Zimantas, the 2010-2011 Vanier Col-

lege Valedictorian, doesn’t hesitate to exclaim: “Because of 

the sense of community!  I visited several Cegeps but when 

I came to the Vanier Open House the teachers were so 

welcoming, it made me want to come here!”  
 

And she has never regretted her choice.  ―I love the atmosphere at 

Vanier.  I love how different it is from Pointe-Claire where I grew 

up and where I attended St Thomas High School.  I love the diver-

sity and the mix of people at Vanier.  I feel that all of Montreal is 

located right here in this one spot.‖  
 

I found people with the same interests as me and I made a lot of 

great friends here.  They come from all over Montreal, from Laval, 

from Saint Leonard – these are people I would never have met in 

the past.  Vanier opened my eyes to the rest of Montreal!‖ 
 

It‘s also the teachers who made Vanier so special for her.  ―I really 

loved my teachers!  They are amazing! I was in a small program and 

the teachers knew us well.  They knew our names, they knew about 

our lives, and they really cared about where we were going.  I never 

thought it would be that way.‖ 
 

While at Vanier, Genevieve started the United Nations club with a 

new constitution and an open welcoming attitude.  As president of 

the club, Genevieve twice attended the international Secondary 

Schools United Nations Symposium hosted by McGill University.  
 

In addition to her Liberal Arts Program, Genevieve also pursued a 

certificate in Women‘s Studies, and during International Women‘s 

Week she gave a talk on how she defines feminism and why it is still 

important to be passionate about equality in all its forms. 
 

 

 

How has Vanier changed her?  ―I learned how to assert myself.  I 

used to be painfully shy, but in running the U.N. Club and speaking 

at meetings I had to assert myself.  As well, I didn‘t know anyone 

when I arrived at Vanier and this forced me to make friends both 

inside and outside my program.  Imagine, in high school I was terri-

fied to approach people, and look at me now.‖   
 

Genevieve is now pursing a double major in English and History at 

McGill University.  Her dream for the future is to complete gradu-

ate studies abroad and ultimately teach English literature at the uni-

versity level.  

2011 Valedictorian 

Liberal Arts’ Genevieve Zimantas 

Most of us never forget the teacher 

who made a difference in our lives – 

the one who boosted our confidence in 

our math and science or writing skills; 

the one who made us believe we could 

go on to university; the one who sim-

ply inspired us and made learning fun.  

For many Vanier students, the teacher 

they will long remember is Physics 

teacher, Sara Tooher, the recipient of 

the 2010-2011 Vanier College Teach-

ing Excellence Award. Unfortunately 

and tragically, Sara Tooher passed 

away unexpectedly this Spring. 

 

In presenting the award to Sara‘s husband, 

Alain Veronneau, the Academic Dean indi-

cated that Vanier College was honouring 

Sara Tooher, for her dedication and unique 

contributions to her students and to the 

Physics Department and Science Program at 

Vanier.   

 

―You were nominated for: your extraordi-

nary caring and rapport with your students, 

for your creativity and skill in adapting the 

teaching of physics to students‘ diverse ways 

of learning, for your much-appreciated men-

toring of new teachers, and for your special 

contributions to the Science Access Pro-

gram, as teacher, co-ordinator and curricu-

lum developer.‖ 

 

Sara‘s students praised her as a teacher and 

a person.  ―Sara made me fall in love with 

physics, and inspired me to go into engineer-

ing,‖ says one student.  ―She was incontro-

vertibly invested in her students‘ success,‖ 

says another.  A third adds, ―I was always 

amazed by her warmth and caring for stu-

dents.‖ And finally another indicated, ―When 

you can make someone who hated physics 

understand the topic and give them the 

chance to actually admire the subject, that 

itself shows how good a teacher Sara was.‖ 

 

Sara, who was always generous with her 

materials and teaching methods, also gar-

nered praise from her colleagues.  Sara 

―worked very hard at ensuring that her stu-

dents acquired the skills to succeed in the 

Science Program, not just academic skills but 

also life skills,‖ says one teacher.   
 

Another states that Sara ―helped me develop 

as a teacher... she was always there for me... 

and made me feel supported by the depart-

ment.‖  Other teachers indicated that ―Her 

skill in the classroom was truly inspirational. 

Sara made me want to be a better teacher 

and a better person.‖ 
 

But it is the warmth, the caring, and the 

friendship that won the hearts of both stu-

dents and colleagues.  ―I will always remem-

ber your rigor, your creativity, your open 

door to students and, above all, of course 

your smile.‖ 

 

Sara Tooher receives the 2010-2011 Teaching Excellence Award 
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Dedication to their community and to those around them 

and a desire to make the world a better place are the hall-

marks of a V.I.P. - a Vanier Very Important Person.  This 

year, John Lynch, Master Carpenter, and his wife Gale Mar-

tin, Supervisor, Payroll Services, were the Vanier Very Im-

portant People at the 2010-2011 Graduation Ceremony. 

They were selected for this honour because they do their 

jobs very, very well, and because of their devotion to Va-

nier and Vanier students.  

 

Both work tirelessly to make the Vanier Community thrive and to 

make sure Vanier College ―works‖ for everyone: teachers, students, 

staff and administrators. Their personal values motivate their work 

performances. Both are often placed in stressful positions because 

of the priorities and deadlines of their jobs…priorities and deadlines 

over which they have NO control. Yet both are characterized by 

their connectedness to what they do and why they do it.  

 

―We can all understand that getting paid on time and having the 

roof not leak is important,‖ states Vanier College Director General, 

Gilbert Héroux, ―and with a little imagination we can realize how 

tricky and complicated it can be to achieve these things seamlessly.  

Now add a dash of constantly changing rules, regulations, environ-

mental concerns, aged buildings, and the changing demands and 

needs of motivated staff and students, and you will realize how va-

luable, how important it is to have Gale and John who take time to 

understand the problems, the repercussions of what they are doing 

for the institution and for the individuals that make up this institu-

tion.‖ 

 

He goes on to say, ―The stresses of their jobs, the fact that often 

their achievements go unheralded and unappreciated do not dimi-

nish Gale and John‘s activities to improve Vanier College. Their de-

dication to service is an inspiration to those of us who know them 

and what they do.‖ 

 

―For several years John worked with students of the Robotics Club 

as their technical advisor,‖ states Bev Chandler, ―but one year he 

told me the particular group he was working with at that moment, 

was outstanding and deserved recognition.  Thanks to him they re-

ceived Student Awards.  His concern made a difference.‖   

 

John‘s wife Gale echoes Bev‘s words, ―John comes home so excited 

about working with students.  He‘s got the same enthusiasm as the 

kids and a deep appreciation for the importance of education.‖      

In fact, John says the best part of his job is dealing with students and 

helping them. ―They keep me young. They make me laugh.  And 

they are so smart!  Sometimes I‘m amazed.‖ 

 

Unlike John who works all over the college, Gale Martin, is hidden 

away in the Payroll Office. ―No matter what, the payroll must get 

out,‖ she says, ―and every person is as important as the next.  Many 

of our students need to work and that two-hour paycheque might 

mean the difference between eating or not.‖  Gale Martin not only 

does her job well, but she loves both her job and Vanier College.   

 

―It‘s such a beautiful campus and when I look back on my thirty-one 

years at Vanier I see that by working here I have contributed some-

thing to a truly worthwhile place.  I take it as an accomplishment 

that I have worked at Vanier.  My favorite time of the year is Wel-

come Back Week in August.  I love to watch the students – the 

fashion parade, the lost waifs, the groups of friends and those who 

are sitting and eating alone.  After all, it‘s the students who count.‖ 

 

As this year‘s V.I.P.s John Lynch and Gale Martin have the opportu-

nity to award a scholarship to a graduating student of their choice. 

The honour went to Science‘s Santiago Paiva whose own commit-

ment to his fellow students and his studies makes him an outstan-

ding Vanier graduate. 

John Lynch and Gale Martin named  

Vanier Very Important People for the 2011 Graduation Ceremony 
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40th Reunion Picnic  
It was a gloriously sunny day when more than 450 Vanier alumni and their families gathered on the soccer field to mark the close of Va-

nier‘s 40th Anniversary celebrations with the Reunion Picnic for family and friends on June 19, 2011.  Munching on Décarie Hot-Dogs and 

french fries (some owners of the business are Vanier alumni) and Felix and Norton cookies, the crowd made its way to the big tent for 

some good 70‘s music with Replay the Beatles with Vanier alumni singer «Paul McCartney». 
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