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Brown Bag Lunch Notes: Copyright Concerns and Strategies 

Here are some notes from our Brown Bag Lunch discussions on Copyright Concerns and Strategies, held 
on April 4th, 2012. The invited speaker was Susan Bissonnette from the library. 
 
It is very important to be aware that when it comes to copyright infringement, ignorance is no excuse in 
the eyes of the law. If you have any concerns at all about the material you are using in your courses, or 
your publications, meet with a librarian who can help you decide what you should do. Keep in mind that 
a librarian is not a lawyer; they cannot give you legal advice. 
 
General 
 

 It is always best to go see a librarian with your copyright issues because they can help you find a 
way to get the appropriate permissions through resources that may not be available to teachers. 

o For example: A librarian can purchase a movie and the rights to show the movie in the 
college. 

 If you take material from a web page that allows material from the page to be used for 
educational purposes, you can use it IF it is a Canadian web page (.ca at the end) or if it makes it 
clear that it is okay in Canada. A web page from the United States that allows fair use may not 
give the same rights to Canada. 

o The Bern Convention is an international copyright agreement signed by multiple 
countries who have agreed to follow the copyright laws outlined in the convention. 
Canada is part of the Bern Convention. 

 
Concerns about sharing material with your students 
 

 If the College owns the book you can show the information in class. If it is in one of the 
databases it can also be used.  

 If you want to show something to your class, you can scan it and show it on an overhead 
projector if the college already owns the book or has the material is in one of its databases.  You 
may not make multiple copies to distribute it physically or share it electronically. You can also 
guide students to the resource if it is in one of the databases. 

 If a resource is available in another library, it can be borrowed through an interlibrary loan. 

 The Library may be able to purchase any book you need, depending on budgetary limits. 
 
Images 

 If you are using copyrighted images in your materials for class: 
o If you add the URL you can show it to them in class, however, if you send a soft copy of 

the PowerPoint to students you should remove the pictures. 

 Resources for open source images 
o World of Images at CCDMD, copyright-free photos for educational purposes 

(http://monde.ccdmd.qc.ca/world/) 
o In a Google image search, under advanced search (the gear icon on the upper right hand 

side), you can choose to search only for free images by selecting the sharing option you 
want under usage rights. 
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Movies 

 Anything through the library’s databases can be shown in class (unless it is stated by the 
publisher). 

 National Film Board of Canada films can be shown in class because the Library pays for the 
viewing rights. 

 If you want to show a film to your students in the classroom, certain organizations in Canada 
hold the public performance rights, and these can be purchased by the Library.  Consult with a 
librarian to see if the movie you would like to show is available in Canada for purchase. The 
average cost is $300 – $500 per film for three to five years. 

 A teacher can record a TV broadcast of a news program while it is being aired. They can then 
show it in their class for up to one year. If they want to use it after that, the library has to 
purchase the rights. 

o Not all TV shows can be shown in this way. It is always best to discuss this with a 
librarian before you show the video in class. 

 Even though a company may put out their videos and documentaries for free in the US (such as 
PBS), in Canada we still need to pay for the copyright. 

 
YouTube 

 There is an issue with showing YouTube videos in class in Canada. If there is anything in the 
video that is copyrighted, (copyrighted music, a book or even a can of Coke in the background), 
it can’t be shown without asking for permission from the company or royalties are paid. 

 If you want your students to see the video you can give them the URL and they can watch it at 
home. You can also put the URL in LEA, you just can’t use a hyperlink. 

 Even for things like Ted Talks, showing them in class could violate copyright. You can always 
contact Ted or the company presented in the talk to get information about the right to show the 
video. You can also contact a librarian for help figuring out who you need to contact. 

 
Concerns about publishing your own material 
 

 If you are presenting your work or research at a conference where your presentation is going to 
be filmed or published in any way, you are responsible for getting permission to use any of the 
copyrighted material that appears in your presentation. 

 If you contact someone to get the right to show or use their product make sure you get the 
permission in writing. 

 If you want to protect your own publications put your name on it. By being the creator you 
automatically have the copyright, you don’t have to register it. 

 
Other info 

 With a CREPUQ (Conférence des recteurs et principaux des universités du Québec) card, Vanier 
teachers have borrowing privileges at all of the colleges and universities in Quebec. For more 
information about the CREPUQ card, ask a librarian. 

 


