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Brown Bag Lunch Notes: Academic Integrity 
 
 Here are some notes from our Brown Bag Lunch discussions on academic integrity, held on March 21st, 
2012. 
 

3 Main Issues 
 How can we help prevent students from doing it? 

 What do we do when we catch a student? 

 Dealing with the emotional element, for both teachers and students. 
 

Preventing students from doing it 
 There has been research done that shows that students think that teachers don’t care. Doing 

things that show you do care can help to prevent it. 

 Be clear with your policy on electronic devices and other items that they can have on their desks 
during their tests. 

 Let the students know that you are aware of this issue and that you will follow through with the 
process for plagiarism. Make it clear that this is serious not by words only, actions as well. 

 It is easier to deal with copying on a test or copying whole sections off the internet. When they 
are doing smaller things like poor paraphrasing it is harder to manage. “Accidental plagiarism” 
can be a difficult issue since students are not always aware that they are plagiarizing. 

o We need to remember that they may not have learned some of these skills, like proper 
paraphrasing or quoting. One suggestion was to be more understanding with these 
issues in lower level course, helping them to understand how to do it properly, they 
might lose marks but it isn’t considered cheating. Upper level courses that they should 
know this by now. 

 Students can be asked by other students to see their projects or paper and then copy it. Both 
can be held responsible. The student who shared may not be aware that this can become an 
issue. It really helps on the part of the teacher to let them know about this issue. 

 You can restrict the amount of quotations so students can’t hand in a paper that is one big 
quote and then claim it isn’t cheating because it is cited. This may not technically be plagiarism, 
but you should make it clear that this kind of work is unacceptable nevertheless. 

 Looked at different ways that students cheat during exams: 
o On the back of the calculator, water bottles, electronic devices, on their bodies, sitting 

close. 

 You can share with students why it is important that they actually learn this material. If they 
want to get a job their degree should reflect the knowledge that they actually have. At the 
workplace it won’t go over well when you can’t do your job and you need to get someone else 
to do it for you.  

 It helps to build an element of trust and let the students know that you don’t think they are 
cheaters. However, you should still do all kinds of things to reduce the temptation. 
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What do we do when we catch a student 
 We looked at the  policy on cheating and plagiarism (available here) 

 Some points of note: 
o The policy makes it clear what counts as a student’s original work including copying 

from other students and handing in material from other courses. 
o Students sharing work knowingly will be held responsible. 
o They can be held responsible for possessing material that is not permitted during an 

exam whether they are using it or not. 

 What do you do if you think you catch it: 
o The teacher must meet with student to discuss the issue. It must be done within 10 days 

of detection of cheating or plagiarism. They must discuss with the student to decide if 
they really did plagiarize or cheat. If the teacher decides they did not plagiarize they can 
allow the student to redo the assignment. 

o If the teacher still thinks there is a problem, they copy the evidence, fill in the form 
(Appendix 1 of the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism) and send it to the registrars. The 
rest is handled by the registrars. 

o The penalty is 0 on an assignment where cheating or plagiarism has been detected. 

 Make a copy of your evidence so you can have it for when you need it. 

 The policy is there to help support teachers to be able report cases of cheating and plagiarism. 
There are a number of moments when that the student can repeal so they are protected as well. 

 If you are nervous about meeting with a student you have the right to ask another teacher to be 
present. 

 It is always better to report clear cases of plagiarism. The system is there to protect you. If you 
are called for a grades review by a student who cheated and you did not report it you will have 
less evidence to support your reasons for the 0 grade. 

 
Dealing with the emotional element 

 You feel bad when they get caught, they have lots of reasons for why they did it (the pressure, 
etc.) but they still need to be made aware of the consequences of their actions. 

 Some teachers may be nervous about reporting the cheating or plagiarism and getting a bad 
student evaluation. It is better to report the incident since it will then be on file and a reason can 
be given for the bad review. 

 Reporting the incident is good because if it really is the first time it won’t affect the student as it 
does not go on their permanent file. However, if they have done it before they will get caught. 

 Sometimes students have trouble reconciling the fact that they have done something bad. They 
don’t believe they are a bad person but then they have done something bad. 

 There can sometimes be an issue of bullying in cheating from others. Or at least peer pressure. 

 Sometimes you can’t prove it and then there is nothing you can do. Try not to let it get you 
upset. 

o One teacher suggested  that you have the student come in and ask them to explain their 
work for verification.  

 There was some concern about dealing with or working with students after you have caught 
them. Most students feel bad and they won’t usually hold it against you. They know they did 
something wrong and they got caught. There will be a few that don’t feel bad, but they are only 
a few. 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/policies/uploads/7210-31_Cheating_and_Plagiarism-4.pdf
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Other things to consider 
 Consider the possibility that students may be struggling with learning disabilities. They may be 

struggling to keep up and are trying to find shortcuts. If you think there may be other signs of a 
learning disability you can suggest that the student go see student services. 

 Students are often under a lot of pressure: 
o Pressure to do well from their parents or themselves. 
o Pressure to get good grades to get into university. 
o They have busy lives, they are often also working. 

 When they are short on time they will take shortcuts. 


