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Grant Wins Easy Unanimous Decision 
By Bill Beacon 

November 23, 2003 

MONTREAL (CP) – Going back into the boxing ring after a five-year absence turned out to be just another 

day on the job for former champion Otis Grant of Montreal. 

Grant came out firing speedy combinations to score an lopsided unanimous decision over South African 

Dingaan Thobela on Saturday afternoon at the 

Bell Centre. 

“People were nervous for me but I wasn’t 

nervous at all,” said Grant (32-2-1), who hopes 

to work his way back to a world title fight 

within two years. “As we were going out to the 

ring I told (promoter) Yvon Michel ‘I don’t feel 

anything. That’s not normal.’ 

“But I went out and did the job.” 

Grant, 35, had the crowd of 3,660 chanting his 

nickname Magic as he won all eight rounds 

against Thobela (40-11-2), an aging, three-time world champion who lost his fourth match in a row. 

Judge Richard de Carufel scored it 80-70, Jean Lapointe had it 80-71 and Sylvain Leblanc had it 80-71. 

The Canadian Press also scored the bout 80-71. 

Thobela, 37, was not as impressed with Grant as the judges, saying the quick but light-hitting Grant 

didn’t hurt him and never had him in trouble. 

“He threw a lot of punches, but they weren’t doing anything to me,” said Thobela, known as the Rose of 

Soweto. “If I was in 100 per cent condition, I would have stopped him. 

“He felt my punches, that’s why he didn’t give me room to throw a punch. He threw combinations and 

then he’d clinch. I know deep in my heart that I’m a better fighter than Otis.” 
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Grant, who won the World Boxing Association middleweight title in 1997, was his old bobbing and 

weaving self, battering the paunchy Thobela to the body and then flinging punches upstairs. Thobela 

was sent to the floor by a right-left combo near the end of Round Six, but got up right away and seemed 

unhurt. 

“I was very impressed by the speed of his punches and how he controlled the fight,” Michel said of 

Grant. “And he conquered the public. 

“Before, he was known mostly as a defensive fighter. Today, he attacked and the crowd got into it. He’s 

more impressive than ever.” 

It was Grant’s first fight since he was stopped in the 10th round by Roy Jones Jr. on Nov. 14, 1998. 

Six months later, he was involved in a horrific car accident north of Montreal in which he suffered a 

punctured lung, smashed ribs and spent a week in a coma when a motorist going the wrong way on a 

highway plowed into his van. 

The scars down his left side were a jarring sight in the ring. 

Grant spent months in rehabilitation, but got back into the ring this year to act as a lefty sparring 

partner for a fighter he was training, Joachim Alcine. 

It gave Grant back his taste for boxing and he signed a two-year, six-fight contract with Interbox to 

resume his chase for a world title. 

“It was a good first step back,” said Grant, who is trained by his brother Howard. “The road from here 

will be tougher. 

“It depends on how fast we go, but the foundation is laid to go onto better things.” 

Michel said he will consider putting Grant on a boxing card Dec. 20 at the Bell Centre on which Eric Lucas 

of Montreal will face Australian Danny Green for the interim WBC super-middleweight title. If not, Grant 

will be on a Feb. 21 card in Montreal. 

Thobela lost for a third time in Montreal. He was beaten here in bids to reclaim the WBC title by Dave 

Hilton, Jr. in 2000 and by Lucas in 2001. 

 


