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Skill and Perseverance Have Put Otis Grant On Top Of 
the World  
By Terry Haig, Montreal Mirror  

January 1998 

When Otis Grant defeated Ryan Rhodes in Sheffield, England on Dec. 13, to win the World Boxing 

Organization's Middleweight Championship, he became the 

fifth Quebecer--and first black Quebecer--to win a world boxing 

title. 

The victory came as no surprise to boxing fans. Grant, a 

superior craftsman, is regarded as the best boxer in Canada. 

Yet, while he was accorded a hero's welcome at Dorval Airport 

when he returned from England, Grant's accomplishments have 

gone unnoticed by much of the francophone population, 

forcing him to fight the majority of his bouts in foreign cities. 

However, there is talk that he may make his first title defence in Montreal this spring. 

Grant, who celebrated his 30th birthday 10 days after winning the championship, grew up in St-Laurent 

with his two brothers and his sister. He attended Vanier College before working his way through 

Concordia as a boxer, graduating with a degree in recreation and leisure studies. In addition to pursuing 

his boxing career, Grant works full time as a teaching assistant at Lindsay Place High School in Pointe 

Claire, where he facilitates relations between special-needs children and their teachers. 

These days Grant is living in Pierrefonds with his wife, Betty Mullins, and his three-year-old daughter, 

Alexandria. Moving to Montreal from Jamaica in 1977, his speech retains the lilt of his country of birth. 

Last week he slowed down long enough to talk with the Mirror about boxing, teaching and how he views 

the state of race relations in Montreal. 

Mirror: Do people treat you differently now that you're a world champion? 

Otis Grant: I think people treat me differently, but I am trying to stay the same guy that I've always 

been. I think a lot of people are excited for me. To me, I just went out and did my job. It was another 

fight. The fact that it was for a world title made it a bigger fight and finally put me in a position where I 

can start making a decent living from it, but I think a lot of people were a lot more excited than I was 

when I came back. Even today, people still can't believe it. 



 

 

 

Notable Vanier Alumni 

                        Learning today. Leading tomorrow. 

 

M: What gives you the greatest pleasure in boxing? 

OG: I've looked at fighting for the last little while as a living--the way I make the majority of my income. 

What gives me the greatest pleasure is training and putting down a game plan and seeing it come 

together the way I thought it would. And from that, coming back home and being received at home. 

When I came home at the airport and got a huge reception there, that was something special. I felt 

appreciated after all the years of hard work. And when I was invited to a Montreal Canadiens game and I 

got a standing ovation. It made me feel like I did something special for the first time. 

M: What are your immediate boxing plans? 

OG: Right now it's to hold on to the title for as long as I can, to defend this title maybe at the end of April 

or early May--hopefully make a couple of big paydays and get out of the sport with everything intact. 

M: A lot of fighters have said that. Too many went back into the ring and got beaten up badly. What 

makes you think you won't make the same mistake? 

OG: I think I'm around sensible enough people that if I'm starting to take too many shots in the ring, 

they'll let me know. You know the reason a lot of fighters wind up that way is because they always think 

they have one more fight in them. I think I have enough going for me outside of the ring that I don't 

need to depend on boxing after I'm done with it to live. 

M: You're both a teacher and a world boxing champion. Do you see yourself as a role model? 

OG: Those are big words. I think I see myself as someone who has a positive influence on the kids who I 

work with and the people I come in contact with. And I think I'm a positive influence on the community--

on the black community as a whole--because I have, so far I think, represented myself and my 

community in a positive manner. So by doing these things, people seem to, I guess, brand me as a really 

great role model for children and if that's what they think, then I'll try to live up to it. But I didn't set out 

to try to be a role model for kids. I think what I do in my everyday life--professionally and otherwise--is 

beneficial and people can look at me and say, "I'd like my son or my daughter to be like this guy or to 

have his qualities," or whatever. Then I think it's wonderful. 

M: We are entering Black History Month, so I would like to ask you some questions about black-white 

relations. Despite being the WBO Middleweight champion of the world, do you feel you are still the 

subject of prejudice? 

OG: Oh yeah. I think as long as there's people of different races, cultures, creeds, there's going to be 

people who are prejudiced. Being a champion or being a recognized person doesn't eliminate you from  
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that. But I try to look beyond that and try to move above people who have those types of attitudes, 

because these people can only pull me down or cause me to do something that's outside of my 

character. That's why I don't get involved with those kind of people. I think the fact that I'm WBO 

champion doesn't eliminate me from people who are prejudiced. But I think, on the other hand, being 

WBO champion may make me more acceptable to some people who normally wouldn't accept blacks. 

M: You have a three-year-old daughter. Do you fear the effects that racism will have on her? 

OG: I don't think so. We will be able to explain to her that some people feel this way, and some people 

have these types of attitudes toward people of different backgrounds or visible minorities. It's a reality 

she's going to have to learn to live with, and I think if it is explained to her properly she should be able to 

handle it. I think if you talk to kids and explain about the ramifications of whatever the situation might 

be or give them proper, straight, direct answers and treat them like people and not kids, and not try to 

hide anything from them or shelter them... I think your kid will grow up better for being treated that 

way. If you try to hide racism from her, I think you're hurting her in the long run. If it happens again in 

the future, she'll know it's really the other person's problem. 

M: Are you satisfied that the public school system is doing as much as it can to combat racism? 

OG: I don't think any school where I've worked has tolerated racial incidents. Right now, I think schools--

especially the school I work at--when it comes to incidents such as name-calling, there's zero tolerance. I 

think the kids get that message and there are very rarely any incidents or fighting stemming from a 

racial problem. So I think the message is out there. 

M: In the 20 years since you arrived in Montreal, have race relations improved or regressed? 

OG: I think they've improved, but I think there is still work to be done. And I think the reason it's 

improved probably came out of some tragic events that happened in the black community and maybe in 

the Montreal Urban Community Police community. Before Anthony Griffin got shot, I don't think there 

were any black policemen on the force. And I think the uproar--not only with the police and blacks but 

the police and other visible minorities--led them to say, "Hey, we gotta start getting people from this 

segment of the population to maybe patrol their own communities and get them more visible. Maybe 

they can understand their own people better than we can understand." So I think on that level it's 

improved. 

Politically, it's improving as well. I think the member of the House of Commons for NDG, Marlene 

Jennings, is the first black MP to come out of this city. So I think things are looking up, but I believe 

there's still a lot of work to be done. I believe blacks--even though we're not the largest segment of the  
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population but still a fairly good amount--are not represented equally in the public eye or in public 

places or in public jobs or high jobs. 

M: Are you optimistic or pessimistic about the future of this city? 

OG: I'm optimistic. I hear a lot of people say, "If Quebec separates I'm out of here like a bullet." If 

Quebec separates, unless I feel threatened or my family is in danger, I don't plan on going anywhere. I 

plan on living here the rest of my life. I'm optimistic that this city will work itself out because, you know, 

put away the political aspects of life in Montreal, it's a beautiful place to live. 

M: Getting back to Black History Month for a final thought. If there was one thing you could say to kids, 

what would it be? 

OG: If there was one thing I would like to get across to black kids it's, "Hey, hold your head up high and 

be proud of what you are, be proud of your heritage, and where you're coming from, and don't forget 

where you're coming from. And as black people, try to represent your community--the people in the 

city, the people of Montreal and the province and the country of Canada--try to represent those things 

in a positive light. Do what is right... what you know is right. Don't go out there and add to the 

segregation of the community. Go out there and do something positive to help us be more accepted and 

be more mainstream." If young people can do that, and the community as a whole can do that, I think 

we'll be much better off. 

Otis Grant's Dec. 13 defeat of Ryan Rhodes for the World Boxing Organization's Middleweight 

Championship will be shown next Friday Feb. 6 at Bar Champs, 3956 St-Laurent, 7pm. Cover $10, with 

proceeds going to the ice storm disaster relief funds 

 

 

 


