
International Women’s Week 2016: 
Defying Categories 
During this year’s IWW you have the opportunity to meet women who 
have excelled in all aspects of Canadian life, including politics, sports, 
business, the law, music and the arts, activism...and much more. In 
many instances, these women have redefined the conversations around 
them by adding their strong voices and challenging the assumptions 
about what is possible. Because of their perseverance, Canadian youth 
have new models for political engagement, new venues to exercise their 
love for sports and the arts, and strong examples of women touching 
and changing the lives of others—women, men and even our four-
legged friends! 
 
In addition to our guest speakers, two special panels have been put 
together to enable students to learn about the support services 
available to them and to hear their peers talk about their personal 
experiences. “Crossing the Line” pulls together professionals and 
students to share information about how to identify and deal with 
harassing situations. “Defying LGBT Stereotypes” combines students, 
staff and outside experts who will address the effects of persistent 
stereotypes and the impacts these have on the community. A 
complementary event is taking place during Universal Break in Jake’s 
Mall, where information tables will provide access to internal and 
external organizations, such as Vanier’s Indigenous Circle, Vanier 
Student Services, the Sexual Assault Centre of the McGill Students' 
Society, and the newly renamed Women’s and Gender Studies. 
 
Finally, IWW offers an excellent lineup of over 10 films and 
documentaries from women directors, including The Mask You Live In, a 
documentary by Jennifer Siebel of Miss Representation fame. In this 
documentary boys and experts speak forcefully about the need to 
change our definitions of manhood. Other films and documentaries of 
note are Belle, which tells the true story of Dido Elizabeth Belle, the 
illegitimate mixed race daughter of Admiral Sir John Lindsay, and 
Wadjda, the first feature film shot entirely in Saudi Arabia by a female 
Saudi director. We are also pleased that Courtney Montour, the director 
of Sex Spirit Strength will be on-hand to discuss her new documentary 
that follows two young Indigenous men as they deal with the stigma 
and shame associated with their sexual health and gender identity. 
 
Please encourage your students to take advantage of this year’s 
programme. If you plan to bring your class to a particular event—and 
we hope you do!--please contact Maggie Kathwaroon 
(kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 
 

Monday, March 7 
 
8:00 – 10:00   Auditorium Film  
Stories We Tell  2012  (108 minutes) 
This feature documentary is an inspired, genre-twisting film directed by 
Sarah Polley. Polley's playful investigation into the elusive truth buried 
within the contradictions of a family of storytellers paints a touching 
and intriguing portrait of a complex network of relatives, friends, and 
strangers. 
 
10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium Film 
Sentenced to Life  2003  (70 minutes) 
This feature documentary directed by Marie Cadieux tells the story of 
Diane Charron, a young woman who began a life sentence behind bars 
in 1981 when she was entangled in a friend's act of revenge and ended 
up stabbing a stranger to death. She had just turned 19. The film follows 
the story of Diane's life, from her own testimony and that of corrections 
officers, prison caseworkers and psychiatrists. Many show remarkable 
sympathy and affection for a troubled woman whose early life was 
marked by abuse. This is a strong film that raises difficult questions 
about prisoners with mental health problems. 
 

11:30 – 1:00   A548  Presentation & Workshop 
Atwater Library, Concordia University, West Island CALACS 
 
URL Matters IRL: Game Over, Cyberviolence! 
The event begins with a brief presentation on the findings from  
projects on gendered cybervioloence , which have been conducted by 
The Atwater Library & Computer Centre, Concordia University’s 
Technoculture, Art & Games Research Centre, and the West Island 
CALACS, a non-profit feminist organization that advocates against 
sexual assault. The presentation will be followed by an interactive 
activity where participants can brainstorm and provide feedback on 
some of the strategies that are being proposed as potential solutions to 
prevent cyber and sexual violence. Seating is limited. Please contact 
Maggie Kathwaroon via MIO or kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca to 
reserve a place. 
 
1:00 – 2:30   Auditorium Speaker  
Holly Jarrett  
 
Fighting Back: “Am I Next?” and the Campaign to Stop Violence 
Against Indigenous Women 
Holly Jarrett is the activist behind the “Am I Next” social media 
campaign, which drew attention to the issue of violence against 
indigenous women. Using the story of Loretta Saunders, Holly Jarrett 
will explore Canada’s history of colonization and residential schools and 
the struggle of indigenous people seeking justice for their stolen sisters. 
Loretta Saunders was  a 26-year-old Inuk woman from Labrador, who 
was murdered while studying at St. Mary’s University—ironically while 
writing her thesis on missing and murdered indigenous women. 
(Sponsored by the Vanier Indigenous Circle) 
 
2:30 – 4:00   Auditorium Speaker  
Katie Saulnier      
 
Bringing Neurodiversity into Feminist Discourse and Action 
Katie Saulnier, a recent graduate of the McGill Faculty of Law, will 
question our assumptions about mental health and neurocognitive 
differences (such as ADHD and autism). Increasingly, scholars promote 
the idea of neurodiversity—that is, the idea that society should embrace 
the entire neurocognitive spectrum. However, when discussing 
differences, women are often excluded from the conversation. Katie 
Saulnier, who is neurdivergent herself, will look at how to make 
dialogues about the neurocognitive spectrum more inclusive of gender 
and feminist perspectives.  
 
4:00 – 6:00   Auditorium Film 
American Teen  2008  (101 minutes) 
Popularity is everything; breakups and missed jump-shots are the end 
of the world; a college acceptance is a dream come true; and an email 
forwarded to the wrong person is your worst nightmare. Now 
experience senior year of high school through the eyes of five real-life 
teenagers: the Prom Queen, the Heartthrob, the Jock, the Rebel and the 
Geek. This revealing year-in-the-life documentary feature, directed by 
Nanette Burstein, delivers the real heartbreak, hilarity, and drama of 
senior year first-hand from five very different viewpoints.  

Tuesday, March 8 
 
8:30 – 10:00   Auditorium Film  
The Business of Being Born 2008  (87 minutes) 
Birth: it's a miracle. A rite of passage. A natural part of life. But more 
than anything, birth is a business. Compelled to find answers after a 
disappointing birth experience with her first child, actress Ricki Lake 
recruits filmmaker Abby Epstein to explore the maternity care system 
in America. 
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10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium Speaker  
Elise Desaulnier     
 
Are You What You Eat? 
  lise  esaulniers is an independent scholar and animal rights activist 
who published her first book on food ethics and won the Quebec Grand 
Prize for independent journalism (opinion), for a piece on feminism and 
anti-speciesism in 2015. In this presentation, she will outline the 
reasons  to eliminate animal proteins from  our diet and provide tips for 
making healthier, sustainable and more ethical food 
choices. (Sponsored by the VCSA) 
 
11:30 – 1:00  Auditorium  Speaker  
Caroline Ouelette     
 
Hockey féminin 
Caroline Ouelette, a four-time Olympic Gold medalist currently playing 
with the Les Candiennes (formerly the Montreal Stars), is no stranger to 
Vanier, having inspired students in the past to dream big. Caro (as she is 
known by her teammates) is also a passionate supporter of girls who 
want to play Canada’s national sport. Caroline has spoken previously at 
Vanier about her Olympic journey and the perseverance it takes to be a 
professional athlete. Learn from one of Canada’s finest athletes as she 
describes her journey and the changes that have occurred since her last 
visit, including the progress of women in sports and professional 
women’s hockey.  
 
1:00 – 2:30  Auditorium Video & Discussion 
Africa on the Move: A Woman’s World 2011 (43 minutes) 
In Africa, as in so many other places, sports have traditionally been a 
man’s world. And until recently, women entered at the risk of being 
scorned or laughed at. But the amazing Sahar El-Hawary and her female 
soccer team are no joke. She is the first women’s referee in North Africa 
and also the first female member of the Egyptian Football Federation. 
She has put women’s soccer on the map — not just in her native Egypt 
but also in the entire Arab world. Discussion on women in sports 
officiating, coaching, and management follows.  
 
2:30 – 4:00  Auditorium  Speakers  
Pussy Patrol     
 
Definitely Not Crazy: Pussy Patrol and Animal Advocacy in Montreal 
Leni Parker and Danette MacKay are Montreal actresses and founding 
members of the cat rescue organization “Pussy Patrol.” Redefining the 
stereotype of the “crazy cat lady”, their organization advocates on 
behalf of the thousands of abandoned felines in the city. Since 2009, 
Pussy Patrol has played an integral part in pushing for provincial and 
municipal laws and regulations that would reduce the feral and 
abandoned cat population. In addition to their rescue efforts, a regular 
musical comedy event (Kiss My Cabaret) helps to raise funds for the 
organization. How do they maintain their obvious sense of humour in 
the face of our continuing indifference to the suffering of feral and 
abandoned animals in the city? 
 
4:00 – 6:00   Auditorium Film 
Belle   2013  (104 minutes) 
Directed by Amma Asante, Belle is inspired by the true story of Dido 
Elizabeth Belle, the illegitimate mixed race daughter of Admiral Sir John 
Lindsay.  Raised by her aristocratic great-uncle Lord Mansfield and his 
wife, Belle’s lineage affords her certain privileges, yet her status 
prevents her from the traditions of noble social standing.  While her 
cousin Elizabeth chases suitors for marriage, Belle is left on the 
sidelines wondering if she will ever find love.  After meeting an 
idealistic young vicar’s son bent on changing society, he and Belle help 
shape Lord Mansfield’s role as Lord Chief Justice to end slavery in 
England. 
 

Wednesday, March 9 
 
9:00 – 10:30   Auditorium Film  
The Mask You Live In 2015  (97 minutes) 
The Mask You Live In follows boys and young men as they struggle to 
stay true to themselves while negotiating America's narrow definition 
of masculinity. Pressured by the media, their peer group, and even the 
adults in their lives, our protagonists confront messages encouraging 
them to disconnect from their emotions, devalue authentic friendships, 
objectify and degrade women, and resolve conflicts through violence. 
These gender stereotypes interconnect with race, class, and 
circumstance, creating a maze of identity issues boys and young men 
must navigate to become "real" men. Experts in neuroscience, 
psychology, sociology, sports, education, and media also weigh in, 
offering empirical evidence of the "boy crisis" and tactics to combat it. 
Directed by Jennifer Siebel Newsom, The Mask You Live In ultimately 
illustrates how we, as a society, can raise a healthier generation of boys 
and young men.  
10:30 – 12:00  Auditorium  Film 
Wadjda   2012  (98 minutes) 
An enterprising Saudi girl signs on for her school's Koran recitation 
competition as a way to raise the remaining funds she needs in order to 
buy the green bicycle that has captured her interest. Wadjda is the first 
feature film shot entirely in Saudi Arabia and by a female Saudi director. 
 
12:00 – 1:30  Auditorium  Panel  
Women in Workforce: Is it Really 2016?   
Just where do women stand in today’s competitive workplace? 
According to Statscan data, women are earning on average 73.1 cents 
for every dollar men earn. While women make up 52 percent of 
professional positions, less than 5 percent of women are chief executive 
officers. Join us for a provocative discussion on women’s experiences in 
the workplace, the challenges women face, and the personal anecdotes 
that highlight the road taken by three professional working women. 
While their backgrounds and stories are different, their challenges 
attest to the fact that women continue to face obstacles in the corporate 
world. 
 
Nicole Antoine is the co-founder of Four Brown Girls, a non-profit 
organization, whose mission is to create a network and support system 
of students, professionals and entrepreneurs where all are their “sisters 
keeper’s.” Jennifer Ho is a product manager at L’Oreal and a graduate 
of McGill University where she received a BA in Economics. During her 
years at university, she started a food blog that quickly became the #1 
rated blog in Montreal on Urbanspoon for over four years. Lindsay 
Hollinger is a lawyer, and is currently an Associate, Private Wealth 
Management at Jarislowsky Fraser and is completing her Chartered 
Investment Manager certification.  
 
12:00 – 1:30  Jake’s Mall  Exhibits 
Meet the members of various organizations on campus and off that are 
devoted to helping students get the most from their experience at 
Vanie. Exhibitors include:  

 Women's and Gender Studies Program 

 The Open Door Network 

 U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. 

 Vanier Indigenous Circle 

 Vanier Student Services 

 Peer Support Network 

 PINAY Quebec (organization of Filipino women) 

 Sexual Assault Centre of the McGill Students' Society 

(SACOMSS) 



1:30-3:00   Auditorium Speaker  
Bianca Baldo   
 
Protecting the right to freedom of expression: Strategies of 
survivors of tech-related violence against women 
Bianca Baldo, a lawyer and human rights advocate, takes us into the 
world of social media, which can often be an environment of fear, 
intimidation, violence, social isolation and impunity for women. In the 
wake of the recent Canadian court decision (R vs. Reilly) regarding 
criminal harassment via Twitter, as well as the Gamergate incidents, 
this presentation will explore the effects of technology-related violence 
against  women. How are women’s right to freedom of expression 
affected, and what recourse do victims have?  
 
3:30 – 5:00   Auditorium Panel  
Crossing the Line: What Does it Mean and What Can You Do About it? 
On-line bullying, isolation, relational aggression, unwelcome sexual 
behavior…  Harassment takes on many shapes and forms (and even 
new digital platforms) that affect this generation of College students in 
multiple ways.  The changing face of harassment, double standards, 
myths, misinformation and a culture of acceptability can make it hard 
for students to identify and name harassment when it is happening to 
them.  How is harassment defined under the law and according to 
college policy? How can these definitions help the average student 
identify understand their rights and responsibilities?  What are the 
most common forms of harassment that affect this generation?  What 
recourse do students have if they experience harassment and what 
services are available to them?  How can harassment be prevented and 
how can this generation of college students become part of a new wave 
of building more sustainable communities through education, personal 
responsibility, self-care and community action?  A panel of members of 
Vanier Student Services and the Peer Support Network will discuss 
these issues and much more! 
 

Thursday, March 10 
 
8:00 – 9:30   Auditorium Speaker 
Peggy Hogan   
 
Hip Hop Feminsm: Expanding & Embodying the Genre 
Peggy Hogan is a Montreal-based multi-disciplinary performing artist. 
Her two main projects, the three-piece ensemble Peggy Hogan and the 
solo hip-hop artists  Hua Li, explore themes of sexuality, race, feminism 
and interpersonal communication all the while maintaining a firm grasp 
on musicianship and tradition in her songwriting. Through a 
performance of two of her songs, Peggy will address the basic tenets of 
hip hop feminism and how she tries to embody it’s contradictory 
or “percussive” tendencies in her musical practice.  (Sponsored by the 
Open Door Network) 
 
10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium Film  
The World Before Her 2012  (90 minutes) 
Two young women follow completely divergent paths in the new, 
modernizing India: one wants to become Miss India, while the other is a 
fierce Hindu Nationalist prepared to kill and die for her beliefs. Moving 
between boot camps for beauty pageant contestants and young female 
Hindu fundamentalists and the private lives of the documentary’s main 
subjects, The World Before Her, directed by Nisha Pahuja, creates a 
lively, provocative portrait of the world’s largest democracy at a critical 
transitional moment. These young women may represent opposing 
extremes, but in their hearts they share a common dream: to help shape 
the future of India as she meets the world before her.  
 

11:30 – 1:00   Auditorium Speaker 
Sayydah Garrett   
 
Women Empowering Women: Spreading Sexual Health Education in 
Kenya 
Sayydah Garrett visited Namayiana Village in Samburu County, Kenya in 
2012. There she learned about FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) from a 
Samburu warrior who was fighting for girls’ rights to education. Learn 
more about her grassroots organization—now partnered with UNICEF-
-and the effectiveness of the locally-lead workshops that educate 
women and girls about forced early marriage, teen pregnancy, sexual 
and reproductive health, HIV/AIDS/STD's, sanitation, and the 
importance of formal education.  
 
1:00 – 2:30  Auditorium Speaker 
Robyn Flynn 
 
Sexual Assault Response and Prevention: Are We There Yet? 
Robyn Flynn is a Montreal radio personality and journalist who is a 
vocal women's rights activist. Concerned with the rate at which women 
are sexually assaulted, particularly on college campuses, Robyn Flynn 
will explore what is being done to prevent sexual assault and whether it 
is enough. How should you respond if you or someone you know are 
sexually assaulted? A rape survivor herself, Robyn who will share her 
own story, and offer up some insight on what she thinks can and should 
be done.  
 
2:30 – 4:00   Auditorium Film 
Muffins for Granny  2007  (88 minutes) 
The sad history of the Canadian government's residential school 
program has had a profound effect on First Nations peoples across the 
country. For filmmaker Nadia McLaren, it is personal history, as well; 
her Ojibway grandmother was forced into a residential school, and its 
repercussions have echoed through her family. Looking to understand 
her loving but troubled grandmother, McLaren interviews seven First 
Nations elders about their experiences in residential schools. Mixing 
stark animated moments with human faces and home movie footage, 
Muffins For Granny is a raw and honest documentary about a difficult 
chapter in Canadian history—a chapter that, for some, is not over. 
 
4:00 – 6:00     Event 
Reception: Woman of the Year   
Please join us for a special happy hour, where we’ll be honouring this 
year’s Woman of the Year. (Sponsored by the VCTA) 
 

Friday, March 11 
 
8:00 – 9:30   Auditorium Film & Discussion 
Sex Spirit Strength  2015  (45 minutes) 
Indigenous peoples face some of the highest rates of sexual and physical 
violence, substance abuse, HIV and suicide in all of Canada. But 
statistics never tell the whole story. Sex Spirit Strength follows Michael 
and Jack, two young Indigenous men, as they shed the stigma and 
shame associated with their sexual health and gender identity. Michael, 
a former addict who lived a high-risk lifestyle that left him with 
permanent scars, hopes his activism work will discourage other young 
people from going down the same path. Jack, a transgender gay man, is 
committed to bringing pride back to Two-Spirit identity through 
education and activism. With a compassionate lens, this documentary 
takes a candid look at the challenges and triumphs of these two brave 
young men as they reconcile their past, embrace their identities, and 
strive to make a positive difference in their communities. Director 
Courtney Montour will be in attendance. 
 
10:00 – 11:30   Auditorium Film  
Frozen River  2008  (97 minutes) 
Life in Massena is as harsh and barren as the frigid landscape. In this 
bleak terrain, two hardened single mothers are trying to make lives for 
their children. Lila is a widowed Mohawk whose mother-in-law "stole" 
her newborn son a year ago. Ray is a mother of two whose gambling-
addicted husband just left town with the down payment for their new 
trailer home. Faced with little opportunity to make ends meet, Ray and 
Lila embark on an illegal venture transporting immigrants into the U.S. 



across Mohawk territory. With the money for the down payment within 
Ray's grasp, the women are determined to make one last run. When 
circumstances spiral out of control, the two women must make life or 
death decisions based on their friendship and love for their children. 
Directed by Courtney Hunt. 
 
12:00 – 1:30   Auditorium Panel 
What You Don’t Know: Defying LGBTQ Stereotypes  
Stereotyping is a way of thinking and talking about different minority 
groups that influences how others perceive, understand, and treat 
them. Often, stereotyping leads to oppressive acts of microaggression, 
discrimination, and even violence. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and 
queer (LGBTQ) people experience sexual and gender-based 
stereotyping on a daily basis, as they are bombarded by reductive and 
harmful images in the media and assumptions from friends, family, and 
strangers alike. This panel, comprised of members of the LGBTQ 
community both within and without Vanier, will address the issue of 
stereotyping based on sexual and gender identity, highlighting the 
complexities and challenges they encounter. 
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