
Flavien, McGill Social Work Ph.D. candidate 
Ilyan Ferrer, and Concordia Education profes-
sor Dr. Holly Recchia, whose work and research 
in care-related fields attempt to address these 
challenges by providing people in marginalized 
communities with a forum to tell their stories and 
draw attention to the struggles they face in an 
effort to bring about social change. 

DAY 3 - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30th 

8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. (A-103)
HEAR ME OUT: CULTURAL PRODUCTION BY 
ACTIVIST YOUTH (co-sponsored by Education 
Enseignement superieur et Recherche)

Youth and young adults are often silenced and 
condescended to by their elders, who say things 
such as, “You’re young, you don’t know anything” 
and “You need more life experience.” Contrary 
to popular belief, however, young people have 
plenty to say, and they will always find creative 
ways to express their thoughts on all sorts of 
important social issues. This panel will feature 
representatives from three local youth-focused 
organizations—South Asian Youth (SAY), DESTA 
Black Youth Network, and Leave Out Violence 
(LOVE)—who will speak on projects through 
which teens and young adults have produced 
forms of expression that convey their stories and 
experiences. 

10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. (A-103)
PLAYING WITH WORDS: WRITING FOR VIDEO 
GAMES FROM A WOMAN’S PERSPECTIVE

The world of video and online gaming is often 
constructed as a bastion of maleness, sometimes 
giving rise to incidents of sexism and outright 
misogyny in the form of sexualized female 
characters in games and violent verbal behav-
iour targeting women gamers. Fighting against 
this culture of machismo are many women in 
the gaming industry—including Tanya X. Short, 
Samantha Cook, and Kim Hoang, the panelists 
for this session—who are creating and producing 
games that subvert gender-based stereotypes and 
seek to change an environment that can be very 
hostile to women. 
 

12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. (A-103)
WHAT’S SO FUNNY?: STAND-UP COMEDY

What is it about comedy that is so subversive? 
Stand-up comedians, in particular, are constantly 
trying to find ways to elicit laughs from their 
audiences, often resorting to controversial topics 
as a means of pushing the envelope and, conse-
quently, attracting more attention to themselves 
and the larger audiences that come with that 
increased attention. In many cases, such comedy 
also carries with it social and political messages 
that critique the status quo as well as the pow-
ers that be. Popular stand-up comediennes Jess 
Salomon and Eman El-Husseini are no strangers 
to controversy, and in this panel they will speak 
about writing comedy and the debates it often 
incites.

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (B-325)
A DIFFERENT WORLD: WRITING SPECULATIVE 
FICTION

What goes into creating a brand new world? How 
is a mystery constructed? These are questions 
that authors of speculative fiction have made 
careers out of tackling. This extremely popular 
genre of fiction, which includes science fiction, 
fantasy, horror, and mystery, features worlds, 
events, and situations created purely from the 
author’s imagination and speculation, hence the 
name. Our speakers for this panel—Jo Walton, 
Dr. Melissa Yuan-Innes, and Claude Lalumière, 
all acclaimed authors who have published books 
in this genre—will read from their work and 
reflect on their respective processes as writers of 
speculative fiction.

The English Symposium Committee would like to thank The 
Faculty of Science and General Studies for sponsoring this 

event, and Vanier’s Print Shop, Bookstore, Student Services, 
and Communications department for assisting with various 

aspects of it.



SUBVERSIONS: A SYMPOSIUM
OCTOBER 27-30, 2015 

“Thought is subversive and revolutionary, de-
structive and terrible, Thought is merciless to 

privilege, established institutions, and comfort-
able habit. Thought is great and swift and free.”

-Bertrand Russell

What does it mean to be subversive? Is it about 
challenging authority? Defying the norms and 
conventions of society? Making a political state-
ment? Being weird and strange and unique? All 
of the above?

In a literal sense, acts of subversion are about 
overthrowing entities that hold power, such as 
certain individuals, institutions, and states. 
Revolutions, for example, are often framed as 
subversive events writ large. Yet the forms that 
subversions take need not be so grandiose. If 
we look at our surroundings and pay attention 
to what goes on in our everyday lives, we might 
just notice that there are many methods people 
use to subvert the various systems that attempt 
to control their lives—methods that are at once 
small, personal, and creative.   

As the theme and title of the 2015 edition of 
the Vanier College English Department’s annual 
symposium, Subversions will gather speakers 
and performers from a wide range of artistic and 
scholarly fields who, through their own respec-
tive approaches, fight against and undermine 
certain dominant forces that strive to shape the 
way we think, feel, and exist. These are indi-
viduals who do not wish to maintain the status 
quo; rather, they seek to invent and reinvent 
how we look at our cultures, our societies, and 
ourselves, inspiring us to commit our own acts 
of subversion.  

All events will take place in the auditorium 
(A-103). Copies of speakers’ books will be 
available for purchase at the entrance of the 
Auditorium and at the bookstore throughout the 
Symposium. We look forward to seeing all of you 
there!

DAY 1 - TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27TH  

8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. (A-103)
SAY IT AIN’T SO: SLANG & OTHER 
VERNACULARS WITH DR. LEWIS POTEET
   
In academic institutions such as Vanier, students 
are trained to write their assignments in a style of 
English that is very formal and academic. However, 
when it comes to casual everyday conversations, 
the rules of the English language become much 
looser and more relaxed, with words and phrases 
that would not be acceptable on paper falling with 
great frequency out of the mouths of those who 
no longer feel confined by the rigidity of standard-
ized grammar and diction. The informal vernacular 
of the day-to-day in different regional contexts is 
an aspect of linguistics that Dr. Lewis J. Poteet 
has long studied, and he will share his knowledge 
on this topic, paying particular attention to the 
construction and usage of slang across multiple 
locations and roles.  

10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. (A-103)
THE “NEW” WORLD: INDIGENOUS SCREEN-
WRITING (co-presented by the Vanier Indigenous 
Circle & co-sponsored by Education Enseignement 
superieur et recherche)

In recent years, the film world has seen a surge 
in film and television productions by Indigenous 
artists. While Alanis Obomsawin is certainly the 
most prolific and well-known, a new generation of 
filmmakers is now emerging and making a name 
for itself. This panel features Tracey Deer and 
Courtney Montour, two women who will discuss 
their groundbreaking work and what goes into 
the writing process that is the backbone of those 
creations. 

12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. (A-103)
HOWL IS THE WIND: A PERFORMANCE BY 
SARAH SEGAL-LAZAR 
   
Up-and-coming actor, playwright, and singer-song-
writer Sarah Segal-Lazar debuts a quirky original 
piece, designed specifically for the symposium, that 
merges music and storytelling. 

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (A-103)
WHAT’S THAT SOUND?: WRITING ABOUT MUSIC 
WITH SEAN MICHAELS
 
Through his invention of the theremin, Leon 
Theremin challenged the classical paradigm by in-
troducing electronic music to a high-culture clas-
sical context. Sean Michaels, a music critic and 
award-winning author, wrote about Theremin and 
his invention in his novel, Us Conductors, which 
won the Giller Prize in 2014. He will be giving 
a reading from that novel as well as treating the 
audience to the ethereal sounds of the theremin.

4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (A-103)
CONFABULATION: PERSONAL STORIES 
PERFORMED

Confabulation is Montreal’s original, monthly 
all-true storytelling series. Created, produced and 
hosted by Vanier English professor, Matt 
Goldberg, the show highlights the very best in 
true-life stories, told by the people that lived 
them. All stories are curated, workshopped, 
and true as we can tell them, using no props or 
gimmicks – just a storyteller and an audience. 
Normally, every instalment of the show is based 
around a theme. For the symposium, Confabula-
tion will be bringing in some favourites from the 
past six years, along with a few new stories. For 
more information on the show and its accompany-
ing podcast, check out ConfabulationMontreal.
com. OR .ca. We’re patriotic that way.

DAY 2 - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28th    
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. (A-103) 
PICTURE THIS: ZINES, COMICS, & GRAPHIC 
NOVELS
  
If a picture paints a thousand words, then what 
happens when it is accompanied by actual words? 
With the explosion in popularity of events such as 
Comic-Con and do-it-yourself movements such as 
zine-making, our culture abounds with volumes of 
graphic novels, comic strips and books, and zines. 
This panel features Billy Mavreas, Meags Fitzger-
ald, and Walter Scott—three highly-regarded 
published artist-authors who immerse themselves 
in a world that is at once visual and literary.    

10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. (A-103)
WRITTEN IN BLOOD: HORROR & FANTASY 
WRITING WITH NANCY KILPATRICK
    
Award-winning author and editor Nancy Kilpatrick 
will talk about the intriguing yet sometimes frus-
trating process of writing and also editing a horror/
dark fantasy book, and why these genres are so 
important. Publishing is fraught with quirky tales, 
particularly when it comes to the darker side of 
fiction, which often compels readers to stare into 
the abyss and see themselves! Nancy will present 
a creative exercise that lets students tap into the 
right hemisphere of the brain from which ideas 
can flow and the imagination soar in an organic 
direction  

12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. (A-103)—UB, 
No Event Scheduled

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (A-103)
WORD UP: WRITING HIP HOP

Hip hop music is not only popular in our con-
temporary culture, but also an important form of 
expression for marginalized communities. Its roots 
are undoubtedly African American, and it contin-
ues to play a major role in shaping Black commu-
nities around the world; artists of colour from other 
backgrounds, however, have also adopted hip hop 
as a powerful means of giving them voice to draw 
attention to the realities of their own communities. 
This panel features hip hop artists Peggy Hogan 
(a.k.a. Hua Li), Marshia Maxwell (a.k.a. Marshia 
Celina), and Nicolas Palacios-Hardy (a.k.a. Butta 
Beats), who will ruminate on their respective cre-
ative processes while giving attendees a little taste 
of their oeuvres.

4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (A-103)
CARE TO COMMENT?: ORAL HISTORY & 
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES

There are many people in our world whose voices 
we rarely hear, yet whose stories are no less impor-
tant than anyone else’s to tell. These are individu-
als who exist in the margins of “mainstream” 
society—individuals who do not hold the balance 
of power and, thus, often face more challenges 
in life than those leading more privileged lives. 
In this panel, we will hear from Concordia Com-
munication Studies M.A. student Annick Maugile 


