
It takes a remarkable team of people to put on noteworthy events 

and offer great services to students.  Vanier College is lucky to have 

many outstanding teams but last year two teams stood out equally 

and earned the 2008 Vanier Team Award: the team behind the Va-

nier BDC Case Challenge and the team of Learning and Enrichment 

and Support Services for Programs. The Team Award aims to ho-

nour teams involved in a particular project, that work cohesively, 

demonstrate a shared commitment to providing exceptional service 

and use their combined expertise to produce high quality results.  

 

The Vanier BDC Case Challenge is now considered to be one of 

the most elite case competitions in Canada.  “Without the team of 

people working with me, this event could not have taken place,” 

says David Moscovitz, Case Challenge Coordinator.  “The key point 

to recognize is that this team was made up of many people from 

different administrative areas from throughout the college, including 

teachers, staff, and professionals.” The nucleus of the event was 

made up of Business Administration teachers, supported by staff 

from Commerce, Micromedia, Architectural Technology, Service, 

Information Technology, Vanier Communications and Academic 

Advising.   

 

As for the team providing Learning Enrichment and Support Servi-

ces for Programs, it is a collection of sub teams with different spe-

cialties, all working together and committed to enriching student 

learning and to helping them thrive in their studies.   

 

Among their services, The Learning Centre works with all students 

who need additional support to succeed in their Cegep studies as 

well as with students with learning disabilities, while the Math and 

Science Centre provides student and faculty support in those areas, 

and the Language School offers English courses to prepare high 

school students for college success.  Yet, if at a given moment there 

is an unusual demand for services in one particular area, everyone 

pitches in to make sure students get all the help they need.   
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Neil Caplan wins Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award 

For many people, Math classes were a nightmare in school.  But 

then most people didn’t have a Math teacher like Steven Rosenfield, 

the recipient of the 2007-2008 Vanier College Teaching Excellence 

Award. The award recognizes a faculty member whose excellence 

in teaching and teaching methodology has contributed to the suc-

cess of students and programs alike, and who has developed innova-

tive curriculum and teaching methods.  “I tried as a teacher,” says 

Steve, “not to commit those sins teachers committed on me. ” 

 
“Steve is an amazing teacher,” says one of his students. “He fits in 

with students and actually understands things from the students’ 

point of view.”  Steve himself states, “After 35 years of teaching I 

have encountered thousands of young people.  Some have told me I 

was the best teacher they ever had.  Where else can you have that 

kind of effect on people’s lives?”  

 
Among his innovations were the introduction of computers and 

online simulations to allow students to explore concepts of Calcu-

lus at their own pace.  He also used group work and discussions as 

well as interactive exercises and projects to increase student under-

standing, retention and motivation in learning mathematics.
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Steven Rosenfield’s reputation as an excellent teacher and re-

searcher goes beyond Vanier.  He has been a long-term member of 

the Centre for Study of Learning and Performance at Concordia 

University, has helped develop the high school curriculum in Que-

bec, and is often invited to give talks at the Ministry of Education.   

 
Steven Rosenfield, photographed with Academic Dean, John McMa-

hon, was honoured at a celebration in October.  

 
“The real prize 

with this award,” 

says Steve, “was 

being put up for 

it by my collea-

gues and stu-

dents. That was 
the real treat! " 

the real treat! ” 
 

Steven Rosenfield receives Teaching Excellence Award
 

 

There are people who make a difference with a big splash and there 

are those who inspire, organize and affect their community by sheer 

dint of steadfastness, intelligence, and character.  Such a person is 

Humanities teacher, Neil Caplan, the recipient of the 2007-2008 

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award (ABCD Award).  Neil Ca-

plan, whose professionalism, work ethic, enormous creativity and 

profound commitment to teaching impress all who have worked 

with him, has immeasurably enriched Vanier College.  

  
The Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award (ABCD Award) which 

has only been given once before at Vanier, honours a College em-

ployee whose actions and activities contribute to the well-being of  
 

the Vanier community and go well beyond what is expected or 

required within their usual position, functions and responsibilities. 

 
Neil’s most impressive accomplishment is the creation fifteen years 

ago of what is now known as the Vanier College Kleinmann Family 

Foundation Annual Symposium on the Holocaust and Genocide. “It has 

always struck me,” Neil explains, “that people are often moved 

more by one event than fifteen weeks of classes. The Symposium is 

a whole series of events that could move students to take action.” 

Neil has attracted speakers from around the world who share their 

survivors’ experience or who help us understand the horror of the 

Holocaust.  
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Two great teams share the 2008 Vanier Team Award 
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