
PANEL THREE
CONTROLLING DESIRE 2:00 -3:30PM
(Chair: Marc Champagne, Thomas More Institute)

ANGELO VITTORIO FATA (MCGILL UNIVERSITY)
THE IMPLICATIONS OF INCONTINENCE ON THE 
CONCEPT OF DESIRE:
A Case Study of the Nicomachean Ethics Book VII
Aristotle understands an incontinent person to be someone who 
“pursue[s] excessive bodily pleasures against correct reason” (NE, 
1151a11-12). As a result of the tension between the rational desire for 
what is good and an excess of sentient desires, the incontinent person 
regretfully succumbs to appetites in an act that has earned the title 
‘weakness of will’. Ultimately, Aristotle’s account of incontinence calls 
into question the degree to which desire could be thought to reveal 
human nature.

CHARLES GONSALVES (CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY)
I AM AND DEAD--OR ALMOST: INTERSTITIAL 
EROTICISMS IN LUCRETIUS, PLATO, AND SAPPHO
This paper reflects on desire as it is deployed and criticized by 
Lucretius in De rerum natura; theorized about and valourized by Plato in 
the Symposium; and lamented, yet loved, by Sappho in her fragments. 
Through this exercise I attempt to, with Plato and Diotima as my aids, 
expose flaws in Lucretius’ argument regarding the merit of desire 
while also asking what it might mean to desire desire--to love it rather 
than the it it is of. I do so to there by criticize one such already-extant 
application of this mode; but also to propose an alternative practice 
of (dis)possessive kinship pursuant--and perhaps always necessarily in 
pursuit--of peace among extremes. 

SAM HELGUERO (VANIER COLLEGE)
OBSERVING KANTIAN ETHICS WHEN YOU AND YOUR 
FRIENDS CAN’T HELP BUT DESIRE
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel used the term “empty formalism” when 
rebuking Kantian Ethics. I examine why Hegel and others, such as 
John Rawls, have made these claims and argue that they downplay the 
importance of desire and inclination to moral decisions. Although Kant 
believed that desires and inclinations could negatively influence our will, 
I shed light on how he still demanded that we develop inclinations, and 
recognize the desires and feelings of others, to make the moral choice.   



ON DESIRE
Friday, February 9

Concordia University, Liberal Arts College, 
2040 MacKay (seminar room)

PANEL ONE
UNFULFILLED DESIRE  10:00 - 11:30AM 
(Chair: Jarrett Carty, Concordia University)

BRUCE GILBERT (BISHOP’S UNIVERSITY)
LEVINAS AND METAPHYSICAL DESIRE
Emmanuel Levinas says that we have a “metaphysical desire” for 
“transcendence” which reaches toward the “Other” but which is “neither 
consumption, nor caress nor liturgy” (Totality and Infinity, 35)   This 
paper will engage critically with Levinas’ evocative phenomenology in 
light of Levinas’ critique of reason.

HANNAH SIDERIS HERSH (CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY)
UTOPIA SPEAKS: IMAGINED COMMUNITIES, 
INVENTED LANGUAGES
How might the relation between invented languages and social utopianism 
be conceived? This talk examines the two main, often incompatible, 
motives of language engineering projects - conceptual clarity and social 
cohesion - and inquires into the underlying assumption of both: that 
language functions as a principle motor for social (re)configuration. 

JULIAN STUART (MCGILL UNIVERSITY)
THE CONFINEMENT OF DESIRE
With groundwork provided by Arthur Schopenhauer, I intend to explore 
the various forms desires shape themselves, the suffering it creates, 
and the ways which we attempt to deal with this. My prime method 
of inquiry will be to use John Schlesinger’s Billy Liar to explore these 
forms of seemingly unattainable desires. I will show that this cinematic 
interpretation creates an ideal framework for understanding desires 
correlated with escapism, which embed themselves within other desires.

PANEL TWO
FEMININE DESIRE 11:45-1:15PM
(Chair: Jarrett Carty, Concordia University)

DARRAGH KILKENNY
MONDOUX (CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY)
Desire towards Reform: St Teresa and the appeal of the Catholic 
Reformation In the wake of the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic 
church needed new kinds of leaders to attract a new generation to its 
institution. This essay explores how the mysticism of Teresa of Avila 
won over new Carmelite recruits and her legacy as the only female 
doctor of the church.

KATHRYN GAMBOA (MCGILL UNIVERSITY)
THE SILENCED SCREAM OF WOMEN’S DESIRE
When speaking of women’s desire, it has become impossible to 
separate it from pornography, begetting it a mere farce. Audre Lorde 
will reclaim, for all women, the erotic as power of which is necessarily 
found in women’s acknowledgment of their desires. Along with Lorde’s 
essay The Erotic as Power, I will use Andrea Arnold’s American Honey 
(2016), Fish Tank (2010), and her adaptation of Wuthering Heights 
(2011)* to make explicit the role desire plays in women’s lives and its 
unapologetic pervasiveness by looking at its repression, renunciation, 
and reclamation.

RYAN SHEA (CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY)
THE DESIRE FOR DESIRE IN ROHMER’S BAKERY GIRL 
OF MONCEAU
Eric Rohmer’s 1962 short film, The Bakery Girl of Monceau, tells a 
minimalistic story of love, lust, manipulation, abandonment and baked 
goods. The first of his ‘Six Moral Tales’, it has a clever approach to the 
indulgent desires we have in relationships: primarily desires fueled by 
jealousy & boredom, the relationship between that boredom and desire, 
and where exactly these desires stem from.

Lunch break (light lunch served on site)


