
for us. In this talk I will use The Apology as a tool to argue that 
when our death comes it is not a bad thing, and that it is often a 
very beautiful thing. I will do this in three stages. First, I aim to 
demonstrate our natural closeness to death, in the sense that we 
do things which could shorten our life, yet persist in doing them. 
Secondly, considering death to be a bad thing or fearing it induces 
anxiety that can cloud our perception and joy of life. Finally, I will 
show that death is an ultimate aspect of life that should be cel-
ebrated. Throughout the talk I will use Ingmar Bergman’s “Wild 
Strawberries” and “The Seventh Seal” as frames of reference for 
the exorcism of the fear of death and the acceptance of the end of 
a life due to its inevitability.

David Goodin, (McGill University) What is Life that Death Should be 
so Terrible to Thee? The Counter-Theodicy of St. John Chrysostom 
within the Orthodox Redemptive Economy.
The problem of evil is often considered the strongest argument 
the atheist has against the theist. If God is good, they argue, then 
why does God allow suffering and death to happen? Put simply, 
the atheist claims that God cannot be simultaneously omniscient, 
omnipotent, and benevolent; the very idea of God is thus seen 
as a logical absurdity.  In opposition to this view, theodicy is the 
attempt to explain how evil can serve larger goods, such as free 
will and allowing for the possibility of virtue. These arguments, 
however, have had only limited impact in pushing back against 
atheist polemics. St. John Chrysostom (349-407) instead offers a 
provocative counter-theodicy that negates the rhetorical framing 
behind the problem of evil. This paper seeks to explore the sig-
nificance of Chrysostom’s counter-theodicy within the Orthodox 
redemptive economy.
  
5:00-6:30: Death and Human Limits  
(Chair, Eric Buzzetti, Concordia University)

Marie-Pier Auger,  (Université de Montréal & Bridgewater State 
University)  Le triptyque de l’Adoration des Bergers de Jan de Beer: 
l’aveuglement spirituel et la mort de la véritéRedemptive Economy.
Cette conférence se penchera particulièrement sur les thèmes de 
la mort soulevés par une œuvre de la collection du Musée des 
beaux-arts de Montréal, acquise en 1975. La première partie 
de cette présentation discutera de la dimension théologique de 
l’œuvre, spécifiquement à travers l’idée de la mort spirituelle in-
carnée par la figure de l’homme aveugle au centre de cette icône, 
appelant le concept de la « mort de l’âme ». La deuxième partie 
examinera la provenance historique de cette œuvre religieuse. La 
vérité de la mystérieuse histoire du triptyque s’est éteinte avec 
le décès de son propriétaire d’origine hongroise, Vilmos Erdődy 
(1887-1959). Comme les fichiers archivistiques du Musée des 
beaux-arts le suggèrent, Vilmos Erdődy demeure l’une des seules 
personnes à connaître l’histoire complète et véritable de la vente 
de l’œuvre en 1934 à Theodor Fischer, une figure clé pour les 
nazis.  

Noah Geffroyd, (Dawson College) Examining Death in Being and 
Nothingness.
Jean-Paul Sartre’s proverbial statement from Being and Nothing-
ness: “To be dead is to be a prey for the living,” has elicited vigor-
ous critique; most notably from Herbert Marcuse, in his famous 

essay: “Existentialism: Remarks on Jean-Paul Sartre’s L’Être et 
le Néant.” In this, he suggests that Sartre is a “betrayer of Uto-
pia,” because his view on death denies the human being of total 
freedom. In this paper, I call into question Marcuse’s arguments, 
as well those presented by Brian Lightbody in his article: “Death 
and Liberation: A Critical Investigation of Death in Sartre’s Be-
ing and Nothingness.” I intend to show how both Marcuse and 
Lightbody have misinterpreted Sartre’s view on death, within the 
context of his existential philosophy. After establishing this, I will 
then show that Sartre’s view on death does not contradict his 
notion of total freedom, nor impede on the human quest towards 
it, and is thus undeserving of being labeled as pessimistic and 
contradictory.

Lyndon Entwistle, (Dawson College) Surviving Death. 
Is it possible for someone to survive their own death? Philoso-
pher Derek Parfit famously argued that personal identity is not 
what matters for survival, and thus that someone who fears their 
own death need not necessarily fear an event that would cause 
them to cease to exist. My paper will explore the metaphysi-
cal implications of Parfit’s view, including how we should think 
about who (and what) we are and whether — with the aid of fu-
ture technology — we can hope to survive our own death. It will 
also suggest that Parfit’s optimism about the potential of certain 
future technologies is misplaced, because there is good reason 
to think (or so I will argue) that his case rests on much shakier 
ground than has hitherto been appreciated.

Mark Rozahegy, (Concordia University) Death and the Future: 
Levi and Heidegger. 
Centred on the theme of death, this paper will draw together 
what Primo Levi calls ‘anonymous death’ in Survival in Aus-
chwitz with what Heidegger calls ‘my death’ in his lecture “The 
Concept of Time” and in Being and Time in order to look at how 
both of these mediations on death are articulated in terms of a 
relationship with the future.  For Levi, anonymous death in the 
Lager results from a complete denial of any future to those in 
the death camps, a radical erasure to which Levi bears witness 
in his testimonial text.  For Heidegger, adopting the posture of 
running ahead to my death as the limit of Dasein is the experi-
encing of being gone, of the possibility of impossibility, a radical 
openness that makes actualization of the individual impossible 
and discloses Dasein as futurity.  The paper hopes to open up 
a dialogue between these radically different accounts of limit 
experiences.
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8:00-8:30: Coffee, pastries, opening remarks.

8:30-10:00: Cultures of Death 
(Chair, Stephanie Belmer, Vanier College)

Jingya Liu, (Vanier College) The Great Chinese Famine: The Death 
of Culture and a Culture of Death 
The significance of discussing the Great Chinese Famine arises 
from the fact that the Chinese government still refuses to ac-
knowledge its tragic past. In denying part of its history, its sense 
of humanity diminishes as the stories of the 36 million peasants 
who had perished in the famine remain unheard. This presenta-
tion will examine how mass starvation led to an abandonment of 
cultural traditions, which were then replaced by a culture of death, 
where the intrinsic value of human life was forgotten and state 
violence became a norm.

Sara Rahajason, (Vanier College) Malagasy Funeral Rites
The history, culture, and traditions of the Malagasy people on the 
island of Madagascar are widely unknown and overlooked by the 
mainstream, as is their relationship to death and the ancestors. 
This presentation will primarily look at the Malagasy practice 
known as “the turning of the bones” or Famadihana, a practice 
which consists of removing the bones of the ancestors every sev-
en years from family crypts to rewrap them in fresh silk shrouds. 
It will also contextualize this tradition, as well as show how Mala-
gasy views on death differ from those held in the Western world.

Colin Golding, (Vanier College Alumni) Slayed by Death
The focal point of my paper will be “The Body” (2004, dir. Joss 
Whedon), a critically-acclaimed episode of Buffy the Vampire Slay-
er which subverts the supernatural drama tradition (and, indeed, 
its own history) of dramatic, action-filled deaths, to examine the 
all-too-human reality of it. My paper will argue that television and 
movies can provide genuine insight on death, as long as they are 
willing to explore the temporal side of it.

Jean Pierre Fournier,  (MUHC Glen Volunteer) Rencontre avec un 
bénévole aux soins palliatifs.
L’approche des soins palliatifs consiste à soutenir la vie et à con-
sidérer la mort comme un processus normal. J’étais auprès de 
ma sœur lorsqu’elle est morte dans une unité de soins palliatifs 
en 2001. Après sa mort, mon sens de la vie et de la mort a com-

plètement changé et cela fait maintenant 14 ans que je suis bénévole 
en soins palliatifs. Je voudrais vous parler de mes expériences comme 
bénévole dans ce domaine.

10:15-11:45: Pilgrimage, Death and the Afterlife  
(Chair, Lili Petrovic, Vanier College)

Robin Stanford,  (Concordia University) Pilgrimage, Death and the 
Afterlife.
When one hears of a friend’s summer walking pilgrimage on the Cami-
no de Santiago, many words may come to mind – fun, travel, vacation, 
adventuring – but probably not death. Yet, within the Western Chris-
tian pilgrimage tradition, death is everywhere. This paper will discuss 
the role of death in pilgrimage, what makes a geographical location 
holy, the liminal space created between the finite and infinite, and the 
lengths pilgrims have and will go to in order to engage in this physical 
and spiritual practice.

 Cristina Plamadeala,  (Concordia University) The Death of the 
Vladimiresti Monastery.
This paper concerns the ‘spiritual death’ or the destruction of the Vladi-
miresti Monastery in the early 1950s communist Romania. Relying pri-
marily on Securitate (Romanian secret police) files pertaining to this 
monastery and its leadership, I will narrate the monastery’s story from 
its inception in the late 1930s until its shutdown in 1955, shortly after 
the arrest of its leadership. The presentation will include images of the 
monastery, its leaders, and the pilgrims, photographs derived from the 
secret police files written on them.

Sara Terreault,  (Concordia University) Early Insular Christian 
Pilgrimage from ‘White Martydom’ to the ‘Place of Resurrection’.
This paper will consider the paradoxical links between life and death 
in pilgrimage practice among Christians in early medieval Ireland and 
Britain. Their journeys were constituted by leave-taking and physical 
(and ideally) perpetual separation from homeland and kin. It was a 
practice of dying to self, in which the fulfillment of Christian desire was 
temporally deferred, and the “place of resurrection”– that is, grave-site 
– was the pilgrim’s only earthly destination. 

Susan Palmer,  (Concordia University) Overcoming Death in New 
Religious Movements and the Quest for Physical Immortality.
By the late 1960s, “cults” were a popular topic in the North Ameri-
can news media, and in the 1970s a new microsociology of religion 
emerged – that of “new religious studies”. NRS focused initially on 
the issues of conversion and “brainwashing”. But the question of how 
NRMs approach the problem/reality of death in their doctrines, myths 
and rituals has rarely been addressed – except in the aftermath of 
“cults violence” (Manson murders, 1974; Jonestown mass suicide, 
1978; Aum Shinrikyo sarin gas attack, 1995). In this presentation, I 
point to the factors that might explain the remarkable lack of interest 
in death or the afterlife found in NRMs during their early phases in 
the North American counterculture. Next, I analyze some of the many 
examples of NRMs whose charismatic founders/leaders are believed to 
be immortal, and whose members aspire to achieve a state of physi-
cal immortality. Third, I explore the process of change; how, as NRMs 
mature it becomes more difficult to ignore the reality of death. Even so, 
many NRMs have responded to this challenge by forging new myths, 
rituals and theodicies (or revising old ones) in which physical death 
might still be denied or overcome. 

12:00-1:30: ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION   
Death and Providence: Becoming and Remaining Fully 
Human (Chair, Jonathan Powers, Thomas Moore Institute)

An open, disciplined conversation based on the Brihadaranyaka Upa-
nishad, texts by Walt Whitman and Nathan Englander, and an excerpt 
of Ingmar Bergman’s “The Seventh Seal.”

FRIDAY, MARCH 31
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, HENRY HALL BUILDING
1455 DEMAISONNEUVE OUEST, ROOM H-763

1:00-2:30: Death, Language and Myth   
(Chair, Ariela Freedman, Concordia University)

David Koloszyc, (Vanier College) Beyond the Death of the Author: 
Truth and Discourse in the Age of Misinformation
In 1882 Friedrich Nietzsche provided what remains the most famous 
and, arguably, the most troubling declaration of the death of God in 
modern thought. In 1967 Roland Barthes announced, in his now clas-
sic essay, the death of the author. And, in recent years, a number of 
cultural observers, reflecting on some of the key transformations in 
our relationship to meaning triggered by the increasing use of social 
media, have raised the question of the death of the expert. But what 
exactly is the relationship between these three deaths and how is 
it playing out in the age of misinformation – the age of false news, 
‘alternative facts’, and ‘post-truth’ sensibilities? Are we finally wit-
nessing the death of meaningful discourse? Or, indeed, the death of 
democracy itself?

Michel Jacques Gagné,  (Champlain College) From Camelot to Con-
spiracy: Memory, Myth and the Death of JFK.
The sudden and violent assassination of President Kennedy elicited 
a number of conflicting narratives concerning his life, death and leg-
acy.  On one hand, the Kennedy family and Johnson administration 
eulogized the fallen president as a champion of civil rights gunned 
down by the forces of hatred.  Many leftists countered this popular 
myth by arguing that JFK had been a man of peace seeking to end 
the Cold War and was therefore the victim of a secret coup d’état 
by warmongering fascists within the political establishment.  Many 
conservatives, for their part, cautiously held that JFK had been part 
of a nepotistic Irish-Catholic “mafia”, a corrupt liberal dynasty hostile 
to traditional American values.  Who exactly was Kennedy, and why 
did his untimely death produce so many clashing interpretations of 
one of the most meticulously documented periods of history?  This 
presentation will discuss the reasons why shocking events like the 
Kennedy assassination give rise to popular myths and conspiracy 
theories.

Julia Weber, (Concordia University)  “Dead Words … Dead Sound”: 
Language and Rotten Agency in William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying. 
At the centre of William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying lies the rotting 
corpse of Addie Bundren. While her husband and children tow her 
body from the country into Jefferson, its putrefaction emits ghastly 
odours that repel outsiders and send “ladies […] up and down the 
street with handkerchiefs to their noses” (Faulkner 203). Yet why 
does one find such a grotesque physical presence in a text con-

cerned with philosophical inquiries about language? This paper will 
show that by placing a stinking corpse at the centre of his novel, 
Faulkner draws attention to smell—which Freud and Kant associate 
with irrationality. Highlighting olfaction thus complements the text’s 
critiques of ‘rational’ institutions and the promise of language. More-
over, Addie’s public “revenge” (171) functions as a foil to the novel’s 
private linguistic monologues. In death—through her olfactory pres-
ence—Addie resolves her frustrations with words and reason and 
finds agency anew.

Assia Wirth,  (Concordia University) On Death.
In Gustave Flaubert’s novel Madame Bovary the main character’s 
suicide is in fact the apex of the otherwise quite bland plot, but only 
occurs towards the end of the story. By focusing on the text’s richest 
feature - that is, the author’s ingenious and meticulous style of writ-
ing - I aim at analyzing one possible reading of Emma Bovary’s life 
and death. If Flaubert pushes his heroine to commit suicide before 
our eyes during one of the last chapters of his cautiously choreo-
graphed novel, I argue that the author had actually already killed her 
long before in the story, around the same time as he made her take on 
the thick but fatal name of “Bovary.” Through his chronicle of these 
“Moeurs de province » he invites us to rethink what it really means 
to live - or die.

3:00-4:30: Death in the Ancient World  
(Chair, Jonathan Powers, Thomas Moore Institute) 

Marlene K. Sokolon, (Concordia University) Euripides’ Alcestis: 
Dying Another Man’s Death.
Euripides’ Alcestis tells the obscure story of the consequences of 
Apollo’s gift to the Thessalian King Admetus: to have someone die 
in his place. Only Alcestis, his wife, agreed to take on this unfor-
tunate task and the play concentrates on the day of her death and 
Admetus’ subsequent regret and his anger at his father who re-
fused die his death. Into this mix arrives the great Heracles, drunk 
and ready to party, in a house full of mourning. This paper focuses 
on how the strong comic undertones of the play is connected to 
the ethical question of what we owe each other, including those 
we love and the profound philosophical question of the distinction 
between being and not-being or life and death.

Eleni Panagiotarakou,  (Concordia University) The Final Frontier: 
Thanatophobia and Space Colonization.
The focus of this paper is on space colonization and thanatopho-
bia; a newcomer in the discourse of space exploration. The pa-
per takes as its starting point the remark by theoretical physicist 
Stephen Hawkings that the future of humanity lies in the coloniza-
tion of space. Two main questions will be guiding this paper: Is the 
face of thanatophobia real or is it simply a mask under which the 
desire for immortality lurks?  If thanatophobia is indeed real, what 
should be done? Should it be embraced and used in space coloni-
zation efforts—to the joy of NASA, venture capitalists and space 
enthusiasts?  Or, should it be resisted via ancient philosophical 
Epicurean and Stoic askesis (spiritual exercises)?

Julian Stuart, (Dawson College) The Timelessness of Closure. 
In Socrates’ closing remarks in The Apology we witness the pe-
rennial controversy in considering whether death is good or bad 


