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Introduction to International Education  

Bonjour 

De plus en plus l’adage Le monde est un village global prend son 

sens. Tout comme le battement d’aile d’un papillon peut engen-

drer une tempête a l’autre extrémité de la terre, un évènement 

politique, social ou économique dans une partie du monde peut 

avoir d’énormes conséquences à l’autre bout du monde. 

Il est donc de plus en plus primordial aux maisons d’enseignement 

supérieur de s’engager au niveau international. Par des activités 

d’échange tant d’enseignants que d’élèves bien sûr mais aussi 

par des activités d’information, de sensibilisation et d’engagement 

auprès et par nos élèves. 

We cannot stay away from international issues. In fact, Vanier never has.  Over the 

years, links have been created with many countries to allow exchanges, to permit pro-

jects on line, to open our students’ minds to new realities. The fact that Vanier’s com-

munity is enriched by both staff and students coming from so many different cultures 

and countries is a tremendous asset. Vanier is a real micro example of the real world. In 

Vanier, students are not isolated from the 21st century realities; they live them, study 

them and learn how to influence them. 

For Vanier, international education is not only a concept; it is not only an excellent de-

partment offering multiple possibilities to our community; it is not only organizing ex-

changes and opportunities to discover. For Vanier, international is in our genes; it is part 

of our mission; it is the world of today and of tomorrow. 

Normand W. Bernier, Director General  

 

We’ve updated our website and we invite you to take a look: 

 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education 

 

You can also follow us on facebook for more pictures and updates throughout the 

year: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vanierintl 



 

Business Administration and Office Systems Technology 
Micropublishing and Hypermedia Exchanges 

In May, 12 third-year Business Administration students travelled to cities and regions of 

France to complete 6-week internships. The students were living in Paris, Belfort/

Montbeliard, Troyes, and Vannes where they worked for major corporations such as GE, 

Société Générale, and Alstom; government organizations  such as  the regional Cham-

ber of Commerce, Mayor's Office, Art Festival; and small and medium-sized businesses 

in fields such as  renewable energy and real estate development. 

“These students were chosen from a large pool of candidates to gain valuable business 

experience and to represent Vanier abroad,” says George Dracopoulos, International 

Business Exchange Coordinator.  

For nearly a decade, George has been forging relationships and partnerships with Euro-

pean institutions and developing an international exchange program that has benefit-

ted hundreds of students.  

Since 2006, Vanier College has welcomed more than 300 business students  and devel-

oped partners with institutions in Belfort, Vannes, Troyes, Grenoble, Paris, Nice, Reims, 

Montbeliard, Chamberry and Rambouillet. In 2010, with the help of Bruce Norton, the 

Vanier Micropublishing and Hypermedia department joined in the exchange program, 

and then in 2012 the program expanded again to include Belgian students who spend 

a semester at Vanier. 
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During the Fall 2013 semester, four Vanier business students were chosen to spend a se-

mester at the Haute Ecole de la Province de Liege (HEPL) in Belgium where they stud-

ied business in a special English language program with classmates from across Eu-

rope, South Korea and Mexico. Most recently, four French and Belgian students spent 

the winter semester at Vanier. 

George Dracopoulos and Bruce Norton have been working hard to ensure a quality 

experience for all students involved. “A special thank you goes out to the International 

Education Office, the Vanier Foundation and CEGEP international for helping to secure 

financial support”, says George Dracopoulos. “Without their help, this wonderful ex-

change program would never have been possible.” 

Marguerite Corriveau, Communications 



 

Complimentary Course: “Le Nord: Territoires et Imaginaires” 

A new place to discover 

Nowadays we are so caught up in our immediate surroundings that we ignore every-

thing else around us. If we would just take a moment to stop and listen with our eyes and 

ears open we would see and hear a new and amazing world not so far from home. A 

world for us to discover and learn from. 

Si on veut apprendre il faut garder l’esprit ouvert. Une opportunité à ne pas manquer. Je 

ne sais pas ce que l’avenir m’apportera, tout ce que je sais, c’est que lorsque la vie me 

présente une opportunité, comme ce voyage, il faut la prendre, sans aucun regret, par-

ce qu’on ne sait jamais ce qu’on apprendra ou découvrira durant l’aventure. Je ne 

changerai rien de cette aventure, c’est incroyable et inoubliable. Ce voyage restera 

toujours dans mon coeur et ma mémoire. 

Charlotte Rothsching, Vanier Student 
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This complementary course, co-taught by Myriam 

Mansour, Geography, and Catherine Duranleau, French, 

took its students on a 9-day road trip along the north shore 

of the St- Lawrence River, during the 2014 March break. 

During the seven classes prior to the trip, students learned 

about this particular territory, its inhabitants, its various cul-

tural, social, economic and environmental characteristics/

traits and issues, and particularity its literature, poetry, 

songs and films. This pre-departure preparation allowed 

students to better appreciate the Côte-Nord once there. 

During the trip, we visited various historical museums along 

the coast, indigenous Innu (not to confuse with Inuit!) cul-

tural centers, art galleries and met with key players of the 

region. Among those were, just to cite a few examples, 

the director of the Tshakapesh Institute for the preserva-

tion of the Innu culture, environmental activists working for 

the protection of rivers and other local ecosystems, the 

director of GRÉNOC, a research group on the Côte-Nord 

literature. 

Among the highlights of the trip were also intense ex-

changes with primary and high school students of two In-

nu communities with whom we got the chance to mingle 

through several activities, during their Cultural Week: the 

demonstration of snowshoe making and of caribou fat 

skimming, the sharing of traditional food including ban-

nock and caribou stew, games of ballon quille in a school 

gymnasium, etc. In sum, we all had an absolutely memo-

rable time all along the road: so many experiences, so 

much warmth from our hosts and so much acquired 

knowledge in such a short period of time! And, we have 

succeeded in reaching Kegaska, the tiny town at the end 

of road 138, about 1300 km from Montreal. 

Our 24 students were fantastic! On several occasions, they 

were complimented by our hosts for their genuine interest 

while they were avidly taking notes and asking pertinent 

questions. We are very proud of them!  

Myriam Mansour, Geography,  

Catherine Duranleau, French, 

Stephen Newbigging, Mathematics 
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On Saturday, March 15, 2014, eight Vanier students flew off 

to spend six weeks doing their final Nursing internship in Ma-

lawi, Africa. Although this is the fourth year Vanier Nursing 

students will go to Malawi to complete their training, it’s the 

first time two Malawi nursing students were able to come to 

Montreal to spend seven weeks at Vanier this winter taking 

courses, visiting hospitals and learning about nursing and 

medical practices in Quebec. 

“This is a unique achievement, because although a few oth-

er colleges send students to Africa none has succeeded in 

reciprocating the exchange by bringing students to Montre-

al,” says Melodie Hicks, the Nursing teacher who spearheads 

the exchange and accompanies the students abroad.  

As much as Vanier students will discover a whole new world 

of nursing when they work at the rural hospital of St Andrews 

where treatment is basic and many medications are in short 

supply and then at the hospital in the capital city of Lilong-

we, which also has limited resources, it’s been an almost 

overwhelming experience for Memory Sabantini and Eluby 

Billiat, the two nursing students from Malawi. 

“We take it all in stride, but even the logistics of city life and 

being a student at Vanier have been a lot for these students 

to cope with – the freezing cold and the snow, all the winter 

clothing they need to wear and keep track of, their books, 

their classes, their student IDs, their bus passes and bus 

schedules, the size of the city, the new food, life with a Ca-

nadian family and all the activities they must be a part of at 

Vanier. It’s a lot to handle for two young people who have 

never travelled anywhere, arrived in Montreal in sandals and 

summer dresses and who had no preparation for this ex-

change,” says Melodie. 

At a farewell party organized by the Vanier College Stu-

dents Association spirits were high as the Vanier Nursing stu-

dents were excited about their upcoming adventure, and 

the Malawi students who were soon to return home, were 

beaming as they thanked Vanier for receiving them and 

guiding them throughout their stay at the college. 

Marguerite Corriveau, Communications 

Malawi Nursing Students in Montreal 



 

Malawi Nursing Exchange 
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Melodie Hicks accompanied eight Vanier students and two 

Malawi students on March 15 to Malawi. The Vanier team 

returned on May 1st, after 48 days abroad. Students had 

the opportunity to experience nursing in the villages during 

mobile clinics with K2TASO (local NGO), St. Andrews Hospi-

tal (small private rural hospital), Kasungu District Hospital

(larger rural referral center), and finally the Central Hospital 

in the capital city, Lilongwe. The focus was on adult Medi-

cine and Surgery but students also had the opportunity to 

work with mothers and babies during the mobile clinics in 

the villages. It was important for students to understand 

how the endemic diseases, Malaria and HIV/AIDS have 

devastating effects on this population and why Malawi has 

one of the highest maternal/child death rates in the world.  

Students provided over 175 hours of nursing care while 

abroad. They also attended in-services on Malaria, ortho-

pedic and trauma emergencies and classes on Assertive-

ness, Midwifery and STI's. They were responsible for the 601 

lecture content missed while abroad and this was covered 

in a study group format with guidance from Melodie. The 

eight students adapted well to the challenging living and 

working circumstances, each contributing to the group dy-

namics in their own unique way.  

In partnership with Health Partners International of Canada 

(HPIC) the group carried 23 boxes of donated medications 

totaling $70,000. Many of these drugs were administered 

directly by the students to patients in the rural villages. Over 

100 children were treated for Malaria in just two days. HPIC 

has agreed to assist with fundraising to support our students 

in 2015.   

The students' feedback from this year was very positive: 

100% would recommend the experience to future students. 

Some suggestions for next year include: more time in the 

rural area, more opportunities to interact with KCN students 

informally ie., a conference or soccer game,  and an addi-

tional week, as several felt the trip was not long enough! 

Also suggested were more organized opportunities to inter-

act socially as a group prior to departure i.e. a weekend 

away, with group meal preparation, and an opportunity to 

live together.   

Thanks to Melodie Hicks, Nursing 
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During the March Break, 14 third-year Industrial Electronics students, accompanied by two 

teachers, travelled to the Siemens Training Centre in Peterborough, Ontario where they 

took the SMPI-Level 1 Instrumentation training course. The complementary five-day training 

program has been made available to Industrial Electronics students for the third consecu-

tive year. 

The Siemens Peterborough plant specializes in radar and ultrasonic level instrumentation, 

weighing systems, and industrial communications. This valuable opportunity allowed stu-

dents to experience the latest in industrial automation and control hardware, as well as the 

application theory for these technologies. The Siemens Learning Institute in Peterborough 

allows students to absorb theory and practice in a simulated industrial environment. 

In their free time, students also enjoyed presentations from guest lecturers, visited the Sie-

mens manufacturing and R&D center, and received a tour of Trent University. 

We are continuing to build our relationship with Siemens. In fact, our partner graciously 

awarded a bursary to student Jeslan Rajendram in the amount of $500 this year. Future col-

laborative projects are in progress and we hope to strengthen our ties with this world-

renowned industry leader in upcoming years.  

Jason Duheme, Industrial Electronics 

Industrial Electronics: Training for Students in Ontario 



 

Vanier College was approached by John Abbott College to deliver training in Automation 

and Instrumentation to a group of Libyan oil workers during the winter semester.  In mid-April, 

Vanier College signed a project agreement and held a reception to officially welcome a 

group of ten Libyan students who are coming to Vanier as part of a joint international pro-

ject between John Abbott College, Vanier College and Unitas World Inc. a Quebec com-

pany. 

The students, all employees of Akakus Oil in Libya, arrived in Canada last December and 

spent their first months in Montreal working on their English language skills at John Abbott 

College. Under the coordination of Louise Robinson, courses were tailored to the needs of 

the students and the short time frame of the program.  Classes started in April and proceed-

ed to the end of August with many of the faculty of the Industrial Electronics department 

involved. Teachers worked closely with the students to ensure that their learning needs were 

met. 

 Unfortunately, the program did not continue past August but the faculty of the department 

gained capacity in designing and delivering a custom-made program for international stu-

dents. Louise and the faculty of Industrial Electronics are to be congratulated for all their ef-

forts.  

 Marguerite Corriveau, Communications 

Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of Learning Enrichment  

& Support Services for Programs  
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Modern Languages: Russian Language Exchange 

Vanier students were enrolled in the Russian language courses 

of Philological Faculty of St. Petersburg University, the first edu-

cational establishment in Russia which is listed by UNESCO into 

the top 10 rating of the world universities.  They took classes in 

small groups (8 -15 students) from Monday to Friday, 20 aca-

demic hours per week. The students benefitted from the exper-

tise of various highly trained professionals and the diversity of 

classes.  In their courses they focused on phonology, grammar, 

conversation and translation. The facilities were very good and 

the text books and manuals were excellent. 

Our students took various levels of languages courses at the St. 

Petersburg University: Fanny Autin and Irina Geurguiev – Begin-

ners-2 level, Steven Betancourth and Ludovic Boudrias-Fortier – 

Intermediate level, Jaymes Nepomuceno –Advanced level. 

Jaymes is a graduating student and decided to stay for extra 

two months in St. Petersburg, Russia to extend his studies at the 

State University till August 2014.  

The enrollment in the special program in a foreign university in-

troduced Vanier students to a university environment and 

structure. They had a hands-on experience of independent 

University level studies, learnt about university programs and 

appreciated the priority of academic research and develop-

ment. Our students experienced first-hand the opportunity to 

work with the rich collections of original materials in St. Peters-

burg libraries. They also witnessed the university approach to-

wards creating interdisciplinary programs and a strong effort in 

setting-up resource centers where students, teachers and sci-

entists will be able to conduct research. 

Vanier students had a unique opportunity to study with stu-

dents from various countries –Italy, Holland, England, France,  

Germany, USA, China and other countries, many students took 

the Russian language courses in addition to their prior fields of 

studies as diverse as Music, Business Administration and Sci-

ence. Our students enjoyed the interaction and academic ex-

change, and made new friends. 

Natalia Pakhomova, Modern Languages 
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Modern Languages: Chinese Scholarships 

Thanks to our partners at Qufu Normal University in the 

province of Shandong as well as Shirley Zhu from Vanier’s 

Modern Languages (Mandarin), Sandra Sandoval, Mor-

gane Gouilloud, Roxane Richer-Lussier and Katrine Ber-

geron were awarded a full scholarship to study Mandarin 

at Qufu for the 2013-2014 academic year.  

“This project allows Vanier students to learn Mandarin and 

Chinese culture at a very low financial cost, and to share 

their experience with other Vanier students who do not 

have a chance to go,” says Shirley Zhu who teaches Man-

darin at Vanier College. The experience has been very 

highly rated by all the students who have spent a year of 

study in China.  “In the past two years, a discussion be-

tween students in China or back from China and Vanier 

Mandarin II students was held each year,” says Shirley. “By 

sharing their experience, other Vanier students improved 

their understanding of different cultures in the world and 

their appreciation of Canadian values.” 

Of her experience, Sandra Sandoval, who was in China 

last year, had this to say, “It’s been an extraordinary expe-

rience. I studied Chinese every day and I taught English 

part-time to Middle School students.  I’ve made friends 

from all over China and from other countries like Ko-

rea.  I’m surprised at how independent I’ve become. 

Rizhao, the city where Qufu University is located, is a very 

large city and I’m amazed at how easily I get around and 

don’t get lost.”   

Sandra has been so successful in her Chinese studies that 

she has obtained a second scholarship and is returning 

next year to study at a more advanced level. Joining her 

this year will be Modern Languages students, Rachel 

Lebrun and Aleksandra Vutova, who have each been 

awarded a scholarship for the 2014-2015 academic year. 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
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For several years now, students of German in 

the Modern Languages Program at Vanier 

have had the opportunity to participate in a 

three-week student exchange trip to Freiburg 

and Berlin in Germany, this year, from May 23 

to June 15, 2014. This trip, which has been in 

place since 2001, is organised and under the 

direction and management of Alain Forget, 

Coordinator of the Modern Languages Pro-

gram at Collège Ahuntsic.  

Alain Forget accompanied a group of his own 

language students as well as two students 

from Dawson College and one of our Vanier 

College Modern Languages Program student, Iliyana Micheva. The students found the trip 

rewarding, enriching, and exciting.  

The group stayed the first week in Berlin where they explored the rich cultural diversity within 

the city, and, where the group engaged in a German language course, easing the students 

into their immersion of German. Illiyana had the following to say about this first week: “The 

classes were actually extremely fun and useful. Martin, our teacher, knew exactly what we 

wanted to learn about Berlin, German culture and he quickly adopted his teaching level to 

our German language knowledge. He used music  videos, short movies, photographs, 

taught us current Berlin street language and encouraged interaction at all times.  

Staying with host families allowed the students full immersion into German family life and cul-

ture. Group excursions to surrounding towns, Basel in Switzerland, and to Strasbourg in 

France, provided additional stimulation and experience.  The value of the cultural and lin-

guistic immersion to our participating students is extremely valuable as can be gathered 

from Iliyana’s own account: “By the end of the 2 weeks stay [with the host family in Frei-

burg], the goodbyes at the train station were heartwarming.” 

In the meantime, Iliyana has graduated successfully from Vanier College. She is happy to 

endorse and encourage other German students at Vanier to take advantage of this ex-

change trip to Germany. Iliyana tells us, “the organization of this trip was mind-blowing for 

the price paid! It was just the right mix of thoughtful, in advance preparation (tickets, great 

facilities, the apartments in Berlin), German seminars and some carefully planned day ex-

cursions to other cities and enough freedom to explore and organize things on our own. 

Alain and Martin, our teacher in Berlin, and our host families were very receptive of our 

needs, always ready to tailor activities to our needs and/or give advice if we wanted to ex-

plore something else.” 

We would like to thank Alain Forget of Collège Ahuntsic for all his effort and the Ministry of 

Sports, Leisure and Education of Quebec (MELS) for funding 50% of the student’s costs.  

Thanks to Gisela Mutter, Modern Languages 

Modern Languages: Exchanges with Germany 



 

Environmental and Wildlife Management Internships 

In the winter of 2014, seven, third year students in the Depart-

ment of Environmental and Wildlife Management had the op-

portunity to complete their final internships in three internation-

al locations.   

Thanks to the continued partnership between Vanier College 

and The Canadian Organization For Tropical Education and 

Rainforest Conservation (COTERC), four EWM students com-

pleted internship projects at the Cano Palma location in Costa 

Rica (Michael Panzera, Patrick Lauriault, Blanca Ramirez, and 

Kiera O’Hagan).  All students continued work on the ACER 

Plots, contributing valuable data to this project, originally set 

up by a Vanier student in 2012. In addition, two of the students 

also contributed to other long-term monitoring projects at Ca-

no Palma, including a Caiman Monitoring Census and a 

Shorebird Census.  

Two students (Rosemin Nathoo and Daniel Hiscock-Haney) 

found themselves in the Belizian Rainforest interning with Eco-

rana at the T.R.E.E.S hosting center.  These two helped to col-

lect valuable baseline data by performing an initial forest sur-

vey of the 200 acre property.  This data will be used in con-

junction with a variety of other projects including migratory 

bird studies, herpetofauna surveys, and mammal censuses. 

The final EWM student (Kyle Gagnon) interned at the Alouatta 

Primate Sanctuary in Chiriqui Province, Panama.  Alouatta’s 

mission is to protect native wildlife populations while creating 

opportunities for visitors and students to learn about tropical 

forests.  Kyle spent six months in Panama interning with Alouat-

ta’s wildlife conservation and education program, specifically, 

working on troop identification guides, running school groups, 

and performing conservation education. He also contributed 

greatly to the overall sanctuary’s goal of primate rehabilita-

tion.   

The Department of Environmental and Wildlife Management 

would like to offer a sincere thank you to the Vanier’s Interna-

tional Education Office and to CEGEP International, whose 

help and support were instrumental in accomplishing these 

projects. 

 Thank to Brandee Diner,  
Environmental and Wildlife Management 
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A group of nine students from Vanier College flew 

overnight to Paris on May 28. The jet lag did not pre-

vent these students from exploring the City of Light on 

their arrival. They visited the Arc de Triomphe, the Eiffel 

Tower, the Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Montmartre, 

strolled along the Champs Elysees, and relaxed in 

cafes and terraces of the Place du Tertre. 

 Students discovered sites and monuments during 

three days of their stay in Paris: the wonders of the Lou-

vre, such as the Mona Lisa and the Venus de Milo, and 

masterpieces of the Impressionist painters of the Orsay 

Museum and Notre Dame Cathedral, a jewel of Goth-

ic architecture.  

A visit to Paris would not be complete without an even-

ing at the theater. Students had fun going to see the 

famous plays The Bald Soprano and The Lesson, two 

masterpieces of the theater of the absurdist play-

wright, Eugene Ionesco. Both pieces are presented 

continuously since 1957, at the theater Huchette. 

 Next, the student hopped on a high speed train (TGV) 

bound for Nice. When they arrived, they rushed to the 

beach and the Promenade des Anglais, a paved trail 

that runs along the shores of this beautiful region.  

Once settled in Nice, our students took French courses 

every morning, Monday to Friday, at the Azurlingua 

School. They really enjoyed their teacher who was able 

to introduce them to several unknown aspects of 

French culture. During their free time in the afternoons, 

they discovered the Côte d'Azur and Monaco Ocean-

ographic Museum, Cannes and the Lérins Islands, An-

tibes and the Picasso Museum, etc. 

 Students returned to Montreal on June 9, after nearly 

two weeks of discovery. This unforgettable journey has 

been enriched by a new experience of life in which 

they were also able to make new friends! 

Thanks to Isabelle Rivest, French Department 

Student Language Exchange in France 
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Faculty Mobility 

Rhys Adams and Shirley Zhu in China 

With the support and funding from both International Education and a CEGEP International 

grant, Rhys Adams (Vanier Physics department) and Gregory Mulcair (John Abbott Physics 

and Engineering Technologies departments) accompanied Modern Languages teacher 

Shirley Zhu to China during January 2-15 to promote pedagogical approaches in student-

centered learning to four institutions in China. 

Rhys and Gregory visited Changchun Vocational College, Qufu Normal University, Jinan Pol-

ytechnic College and Beijing Fengtai Vocational High School where they presented peer 

instruction (PI) and problem-based learning (PBL) techniques and examples with using tech-

nology in the classroom to a predominately Mandarin speaking group of teachers and ad-

ministrators. Shirley was present to translate and to add context to facilitate the exchange 

of ideas.  

Chinese classrooms have been dominated by teacher-centered pedagogy and are not 

used to Interactive presentations. Factoring in the language issue, one challenge was to 

keep the group of teachers, anywhere between 100-200 teachers, engaged during the 

presentations. Rhys and Gregory had to be flexible and adapt to the audiences’ needs and 

requests, and Shirley did a fantastic job at keeping their interest level high. 

The benefits of such an experience are many. As Rhys says, “I did not know what to expect, 

so it was eye-opening to see how modern some of their teaching labs are. We both left 

there with new demonstration ideas for our physics classes. They use a very traditional ap-

proach during class lectures, but they were very receptive to the ideas we shared with them 

and they would have liked for us to spend more time with them to help develop PI and PBL 

materials suitable for their classes. This gives us confidence in what we do in our classrooms.” 

 Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Rhys Adams, Physics Department 
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Last November at Vanier’s Open House, Axel Mews, a teacher from OSZ Barnim Col-

lege, Germany, approached the ECE Department with the idea of partnering with Va-

nier. Both Colleges have three year programs in ECE and the ages of the students are 

similar. The following months of discussion with Judy Macdonald, and Vanier’s and 

Barnim’s ECE departments resulted in the application for, and the receipt of, a teacher 

mobility grant from CEGEP International. 

 Charlotte Marcella, was in Barnim from May 30-June 13.The purpose of the trip was 

three-fold: to foster a cultural exchange, to discuss and implement active learning 

strategies in the ECE college classroom and to explore the possibility of a student ex-

change between the two colleges. The two weeks flew by as Charlotte audited ECE 

classes and implemented active learning strategies. She also had numerous opportuni-

ties to visit ECE stage placements in and around Bernau. Students are offered a wide 

variety of experiences working with children under the age of twelve. Placements can 

be with preschool children (under the age of six in Germany) school age children (six –

twelve) and children with special needs or those living in group homes. First and third 

year students are encouraged to work together to plan and implement special pro-

jects in their placements. These visits stimulated discussion about stage placements, 

learning outcomes and faculty supervisory techniques.  

We look forward to welcoming Angela Lehrman vor Ort (the Coordinator of the ECE 

program in Barnim College) and Axel Mews to Montreal and Vanier from October 3-

10th, 2014.  We would like to continue our discussions of pedagogical strategies and 

they will see our Nursery lab school in action as well as attend classes. During their visit, 

we hope to finalize the details and terms of the ECE student exchange which, hopeful-

ly, will come to fruition within the next academic year. 

Thanks to Charlotte Marcella, Early Childhood Education 

Charlotte Marcella in Germany 



 

George Dracopoulos in Belgium 

The Vanier Business Administration International Exchange program keeps growing and go-

ing strong. For nearly a decade, the Business Administration department has been forging 

relationships and partnerships with European institutions and developing an international ex-

change program that has benefitted hundreds of students. 

During the Fall 2013 semester, four Vanier business students (Kasandra Milbradt, Mazri Hafiz, 

Mariana Sierra Alonso and Stephanie DiBacco) were chosen from twenty applicants to 

spend a semester studying at the Haute École de la Province de Liège (HEPL). They were 

studying business, in a special English language program with classmates from across Eu-

rope and as far away as South Korea and Mexico. 

One of the courses that they took was Entrepreneurship where the students had to develop 

a new product and present it to a panel of experts. The students were then given the 

chance to sell their ideas directly to the judges in a professional trade show setting. It was a 

truly positive hands-on learning experience. 

Since this was the first cohort to study in Liege, I visited the school to get a firsthand account 

of the opportunities and challenges. Part of an effective exchange is the chance to ex-

change views with colleagues and to share successful practices. During my brief visit I also 

had the opportunity to teach business workshops to students at HEPL. 

In addition to the 4 students presently at Vanier from France and Belgium, we also have Va-

nier 12 students who will head to four cities in France (Paris, Montbeliard, Vannes and 

Troyes) this April to complete internships. 

A special thank you goes out to the International Education Office, the Vanier Foundation 

and CEGEP International for helping to secure financial support. 

Thanks to George Dracapoulos, Business Administration 
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Julie Bramond moved to Quebec 7 years ago, working as a teaching assistant while 

doing her PHD in literature at UQAM. Then in 2011, Chris Hall, coordinator of the Lan-

guage School at the time, hired her as a French teacher, and later, Julie was one of 

the main teachers for our Danish students.  

When our partner institution, Qufu Normal University, located in Qufu, China, sent out a 

call for French teachers for the fall 2014 semester, she was happy to respond. Julie took 

mandarin lessons with Shirley Zhu, from our Modern Languages department, who also 

helped prepare her for her time teaching abroad.  

While in China, Julie will be promoting French education abroad by teaching several 

classes, focusing on French literature, grammar and oral communication. She was cho-

sen because of her skill set and knowledge and dedication to teaching. 

We are very fortunate to have Julie on location, as she will be also acting as a guide to 

our 2 students, Rachel Lebrun and Aleksandra Ivaylova Vutova, who will be spending 

this year learning Mandarin in Qufu. 

We are very proud of Julie for what she will accomplish. 

Sonia Husseindjian, International Education 

  

Julie Bramond in China 
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Brandee Diner in Belize 

With support from Vanier College’s International Office and the Faculty of Careers and Tech-

nical Programs, Brandee Diner,  Coordinator of the Department of Environmental and Wildlife 

Management (EWM) spent one month in Belize at the Toucan Ridge Ecology and Education 

Society (T.R.E.E.S). 

T.R.E.E.S is an organization dedicated to conserving Belize’s natural and cultural heritage 

through education, income-generating conservation-based community projects, capacity 

building, and local and international networking.  Brandee had three objectives during her time 

at the center.  The first was to set up and monitor internships for graduating students in the EWM 

program.  The second was to foster a partnership between Vanier College and T.R.E.E.S for the 

entire Vanier community to use as a hosting center for future internship placements and field 

courses, as well as international projects and training.  The final goal was to aid in the collection 

and analysis of baseline ecological data related to the migration of songbirds from North Ameri-

ca to Belize during the winter. 

Brandee’s trip was a complete success.  The groundwork has been laid for a long-term migrato-

ry bird monitoring station and two EWM students began a long-term vegetation survey as their 

internship project during the 2014 winter.  Furthermore, T.R.E.E.S hosted two EWM graduates in 

the spring of 2014 for advanced internships in ecology (GIS mapping and herpeto fauna survey-

ing) and several more students are expected to go in the winter 2015.   

For more information on T.R.E.E.S. and the center’s developing partnership with Vanier College, 

please visit http://treesociety.org/ or contact Brandee Diner at dinerb@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 

Thanks to Brandee Diner, Environmental & Wildlife Management 
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Intercultural Training at Queen’s University 

In June 2014, three teachers and one staff member attended courses and workshops at 

the Queen’s International Education Training Program Summer Institute in Kingston, On-

tario. Topics included cultural skills development, effective intercultural communication 

and strategies on internationalizing the campus as well as training workshops dedicated 

to cultural facilitation and diversity training. The training course is part of a larger project 

to internationalize the curriculum by promoting inclusive classroom environments that are 

conducive to student’s academic success. This project was funded by the Ministère de 

l'Enseignement supérieur, de la Recherche, de la Science et de la Technologie (MESRST). 

 

This is what the participants had to say about the courses and workshops: 

I found this one-day workshop to be an extremely valuable learning experience. The 

complexities and responsibilities of the facilitator were explored using a variety of interac-

tive learning tools. Tatyana Fertelmeyster, an expert facilitator, served as a great role 

model as she guided our group through different activities, incorporating multiple intelli-

gences. Her ability to seize teaching moments throughout the day was remarkable. 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing Department 

 

I think the training program was an excellent way to clarify roles as well as to network 

with others in the field of International Education. It was useful know what services should 

be offered to meet International students’ needs and to hear about what other institu-

tions across Canada are doing. I have come back with new skills to help support cultural 

newcomers and new ideas on how to internationalize our campus. 

Jennifer Joseph, International Education Office 

Conferences 
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IUPAC International Conference on  
Chemistry Education in Toronto 

Jailson Lima from the Chemistry Department presented the workshop Using Creativity 

to Promote Deep Understanding of Chemistry Concepts during the 23rd IUPAC Interna-

tional Conference on Chemistry Education held in Toronto in July.   

The workshop structure was inspired by the results of the Art & Science Project 

(www.artandchemistry.ca), which has been developed with both science and liberal 

arts cohorts at Vanier in collaboration with Professor Michelle Wiebe, who teaches art 

at the University of Victoria, in British Columbia. 

Prof Christiane S. Reiners, from the University of Cologne, attended the workshop and 

suggested a collaboration between her institution and Vanier, with the aim of explor-

ing research in innovative methods for teaching science. Prof Reiners is the head of 

the Institute of Chemistry Education, which is part of the Faculty of Mathematics and 

Natural Sciences at the University of Cologne. Her group is starting to explore the role 

of creativity in enhancing learning in chemistry, which overlaps quite nicely with the 

research Jailson Lima has been conducting at Vanier since 2009. Jailson’s work has al-

so been presented at the 22nd IUPAC International Conference on Chemistry Educa-

tion held in Rome, Italy, in July 2012, and at the Symposium on Democratic Dialogue 

Via the Arts, at the University of Ottawa, in June 2012. 

The collaboration between Vanier and the University of Cologne can benefit Vanier’s 

science program by the future exchange of teachers interested in cutting-edge inno-

vations in pedagogy. They will be able to explore technological advances in the class-

room but also new interdisciplinary topics in modern science such as nanotechnology. 

Thanks to Jailson Lima, Chemistry 

http://www.artandchemistry.ca


 

PAGE 24 

Vanier College Nursing Conference 

On May 9, 2014, the 3rd annual Nursing Conference took place. This year the theme 

"Social Determinants of Health Outcomes at Home and Abroad" focused on the many 

factors that contribute to the ill health of a population. Comparisons were drawn be-

tween our aboriginal communities here in Quebec with those of Malawi, with the un-

derlying major causative factor reaching back to colonization. A traditional Mohawk 

ceremony opened and closed the event, while speakers Anna Tazian and Josiane 

Loiselle-Boudreau helped set the stage for this year's exchange students to share their 

heartfelt learning experiences with the department.  
Melodie Hicks, Nursing 
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International Conferences 

Rhys Adams from the Physics department presented his photonics research at the Annual 

international IEEE Photonics Conference near Seattle, Washington during the week of Sep-

tember 8, 2013. 

 

The first presentation, “Comparing Nonlinear Fiber and a Silicon Nanophotonic Waveguide 

for Implementing a Microwave Photonic Filter,” authored by Rhys, Jia Li (McGill University 

graduate student), Zehra Sarac (visiting professor from Bulent Ecevit University, Istanbul, Tur-

key), David Berardo (Vanier Science student) and Lawrence R. Chen (McGill University 

professor) was presented during the regular sessions. 

 

The second presentation, “Four Wave Mixing Based Wavelength Conversion and Multi-

casting of 16-QAM Signals in a Silicon Nanowire,” authored by Rhys, Mina Spasojevic 

(McGill University graduate student), Mathieu Chagnon (McGill University graduate stu-

dent), Mahdi Malekiha (McGill University graduate student), Jia Li (McGill University gradu-

ate student), David V. Plant (McGill University professor) and Lawrence R. Chen (McGill 

University professor) was presented during the prestigious post-deadline paper session. 

 

The research for both presentations was conducted during summers 2012 and 2013, in-

volved Vanier Honours Science students and was funded a FRQNT research grant for col-

lege professors.  

Thanks to Rhys Adams, Physics 
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Catrina Flint de Médicis in Europe 

As a founding member of the Francophone Music Criticism Network (founded 2007), an 

international research group based at the University of London's School for Advanced 

Study, Catrina Flint received a SSHRC grant in 2009 to work with this group.  

Catrina is also involved with the Centre d'études supérieures de la renaissance (CESR) in 

Tours (France), itself a division of the French Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 

(CNRS). Along with professors from the University of Bristol, Keele Univeristy, and Paris IV (La 

Sorbonne), Catrina is currently working on a collection of biographical essays about 

Charles Bordes. For her previous work on Charles Bordes with this centre, in 2009, Catrina 

was presented with a medal from the city of Vouvray.  

In addition, Catrina is a regular member of the Observatoire Interdisciplaire de Création 

et de Recherche en Musique (OICRM) and the Equipe de musique française (a working 

group within this organization). There. she directs a research project on early marionnette 

theatre with music during the late nineteenth century.  

Catrina is now excited about her bbook contract with the University of Rochester Press for 

the Eastman Studies in Music series, which is forthcoming in 2015 and her two reviews 

which will be published in the Nineteenth Century Music review in 2015 as well. 

  Thanks to Catrina Flint, Music  

Partnerships 

The International Education Office is happy to announce that Vanier College has signed 

partnership agreements with the following institutions; 

 National College Mircea cel Bătrân in Constantza, Romania  

 Moscow International Gymnasia in Moscow, Russia  

 Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) Center through State University of 

New York (SUNY) 

We hope to collaborate more with these partners in the future , and believe that they will 

be mutually beneficial for all parties involved.  



 

PAGE 27 

Delegations 

Vanier College welcomed three professors, Dr. Rodrigo Fernandes, Dr. Alexandre Perreira, and 

Mr. Vitor Lozenzo, from Brazil the week of March 3 as part of a two-year Brazil-Canada teacher 

training project. These professors are in Quebec as guests of John Abbott College for several 

months. Vanier was asked by John Abbott to provide a week of training in pedagogy particu-

larly related to the sciences and the technologies. 

The delegates’ schedule was full. There were classroom observations, visits to labs and differ-

ent departments, and talks with Vanier researchers and proponents of active learning. Our vis-

itors praised Vanier and noted that the student was central to our concerns. We were always 

looking for ways to prepare our students not only for university but also for their careers. They 

observed that we were looking at this new generation of students and understood we must 

make changes in our pedagogy.  

Many people helped welcome the delegation including Normand Bernier, Eric Lozowy, 

Odette Côté, Willie Brown, Tim Comerford, Quentin Van Ginhoven, Jason Duheme, Nick Rudi, 

Melodie Hicks, Stéphane Giroux, Rachel Jobin, Catherine Duranleau, Josée Tamiozzo, Mike 

Besner, Barrie Benton, Rhys Adams, Edward Awad, Kevin Lenton, Chris Hall, Marguerite Cor-

riveau, staff from The Learning Centre, and Haritos Kavallos. 

The contribution of Jailson Lima and Lissiene Nieva to the success of this week was invaluable. 

Michael Sendbuehler’s exploration of the links between the technologies and industries was 

particularly helpful to the delegates. We are looking forward to strengthening our links with 

Brazil in the future. 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Brazilian Delegation 
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Chinese Delegation 

On December 5, our College welcomed the President of Qufu Normal University, Mr. Jin 

Zhaoxun; Mr. Zhao Jinglong, Director of the Service Department; and Mrs Liang Meilling, Di-

rector of the Office of International Exchanges and Cooperation. Qufu Normal University 

has been our partner since 2011. Vanier also welcomed Mr. Gary Johnson, the Dean of Sci-

ence and Social Science at John Abbott College, also our partner in this project. 

  

The purpose of this visit to Vanier by the three Chinese delegates was to consider future 

projects that we could undertake together. The visit began with presentations by Gilbert 

Héroux, Director General, and Martine Gauthier, Academic Dean, on the Cégep system 

and measures undertaken to ensure the quality of programs. 

 

After a visit to Industrial Electronics (thanks to Louise Robinson) and the Language School 

(Maria Weekes), I then described the projects we had undertaken together. Vanier and 

John Abbott had organized a cultural trip for students to China in 2012 (Shirley Zhu, the 

Mandarin teacher at both colleges was the leader of the trip) and they were invited by 

Qufu to visit the University. In 2012 and 2013, Sanaa Rizk (Vanier French Department) and 

Michelle Trepannier (John Abbott English Department) visited the University on pedagogi-

cal exchanges related to Modern Languages. A scholarship program was implemented in 

2012 and repeated this year whereby students from Vanier study Mandarin at Qufu. Shirley 

has been indispensable to the success of all these projects. 

 

Rhys Adams (Vanier Physics) and Greg Mulcair (John Abbott Physics) next presented on 

active learning, specifically on peer-based instruction and problem-based learning. In fact, 

Rhys and Greg, on faculty mobility grants, will be visiting Chinese institutions in January 2014 

to engage in discussions with faculty there, including at Qufu Normal University. 
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Jen Mitchell, IT Pedagogical Advisor from the PDO, gave the final presentation on Global 

Classroom initiatives. She showed how teachers have brought experts from around the 

world into their classrooms and how students have linked up with other students, particular-

ly in Quebec but also with students from abroad, for example, from St. Petersburg Universi-

ty. Vanier extended an invitation to Qufu to connect with Vanier using various technolo-

gies.  

 

The visit ended with a lunch where teachers from math and science joined the delegation; 

our intention is to involve more students and teachers with Qufu Normal University through 

different training and student mobility projects and the sciences are of particular interest to 

this University.  
 Judy Macdonald, International Education 



 

Language School 
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Danish-German Group of Students at Vanier 

On March 31st, the Vanier Language School happily welcomed 23 Danish-German stu-

dents and their teacher for a month-long study trip. Aged between 16 and 21, the 

group came from Deutsches Gym, a small bilingual school of 160 students and 20 

teachers in Aabenraa (population 20,000), Denmark. Most of the students are part of a 

small minority of ethnic Germans in southern Denmark, and are either in their 2nd or 3rd 

year of a Cegep-like program, and will graduate with both the Danish and German 

qualifications for university in either Denmark or Germany. The students lived with 

homestay families, many from the Vanier community.  

 

Their school program was divided into two streams: in the mornings, they enjoyed ei-

ther French or Music classes, then came together for English classes in the afternoon. 

Much of the content of their classes was authentically Canadian, studying Canadian 

music, texts, and films. They also enjoyed several outings around Montréal. Highlights 

included the Biodome, walking up Mount-Royal, and a ‘food tour’ of le Plateau where 

students sampled poutine, smoked meat, bagels, and donuts. They also enjoyed three 

weekend trips to Ottawa, Québec City, and Toronto/Niagara Falls.  

 

When asked to reflect on their experiences at the end of the month, they had the fol-

lowing things to say: 

 

“I was Canadian for one month… I felt like a part of this country,  

and this makes Canada special.” – Kevin 

 

“I enjoyed every single day here! I’ve learned so much,  

and not just ‘facts’ about Canada. I’ve learned for my life.” - Ose 
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The Language School hosted students from the TEC de Monterrey for its fourth consec-

utive year.  Students, along with their teachers, came from all campuses across Mexico 

to study English or French.  Included in the program is an afternoon and evening activi-

ty schedule where students visited Quebec City, Ottawa and Toronto/Niagara 

Falls.  The popularity of the program made this year our biggest, hosting a total of 98 

students and 6 teachers.  A big thank you goes out to all the teachers and staff who 

worked hard to make this experience an unforgettable one.  

Tommy Diamantakos, Language School 

Mexican Students at Vanier 

“Montréal is so special because of all the friendly and open people  

and all the different cultures in one town.” – Isabell 

 

“To the people who come next year, I would say  

‘this is the best class trip ever!’” – Sandra W. 

 

We said farewell to our Danish-German group on April 25th. On behalf of the Vanier 

Language School, thank you to the entire Vanier Community for welcoming this won-

derful group of students. 

 
Lauren Godfrey-Smith, Language School 
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As a direct result of Vanier’s partnership with Mircea Cel Batran College in Constanta, 

Romania, the Vanier College Language School hosted 7 students and their accompa-

nying teacher, Steluta Andreii, for 2 weeks at the beginning of the semester. While 

here, the students studied advanced English, traveled to Ottawa, Quebec City, and 

Toronto, and participated in several excursions in the city. One of the students wrote a 

testimonial: “Studying at Vanier is an amazing experience thanks to the friendly staff 

and the organized schedule. It is an amazing building; extremely well-equipped and 

easy to walk through. I loved studying here and I wish I would never leave.” 

Gabriel Bulgarea (Physics), with the support of International Education, traveled to Ro-

mania last fall to develop pedagogical and active learning research contacts. A dele-

gation from the Romanian College came to visit Vanier and the partnership was 

formed soon after. Another beneficial result of the partnership was the Virtual Chess 

Competition that took place in May between Vanier and Romanian students which 

served as a pilot test to create a framework for establishing future virtual mathematics 

and science competitions. 

 

Romanian Students at Vanier 



 

International Education assists students in obtaining various kinds of funding: 

Exemption des droits de scolarité majorée pour les étudiants étrangers: 

This award offers fee waivers to international students in technology programs. This 

year, four students were granted this award by Cégep International: Quang Minh 

Pham, Keunyoung Kim, Jingfei Gao, Yi Shan Kong, Nita Ly, and Wanying Song. 

 
Bourse d’excellence 

This scholarship grants international students with above-average grades $15, 000 and 

a fee waiver for one year. This year’s recipient is Damian Kazior. 

 
Bourse de court séjours: 

This bursary funds Quebec students hoping to complete part of their Cegep studies 

outside of Canada. Eleven students from the Business Administration program com-

pleted a stage in Montbéliard and Paris and were funded by this program: Naomi 

Gaspard, David Henry Fray, Bruno Coutu, Stacy Chung Fat Yuen, Nikita Litvinenko, 

Olivier Alexandre, Robert Giancola, Joe Kfoury, Alex Ianniciello, Cindy Gélinas, and 

Emilie DePaoli; eight students from the Malawi Nursing Exchange were also granted 

this financial support: Kristina Béliveau, Catherine Bissonnette, Stéphanie Batley-

Duranceau, Agata Waclawski, Alec Cerantola, Nivetha Karunakaran, Sandeep Patel, 

and Jessica Quan,; and finally, seven students from the Environment and Wildlife Man-

agement completed stages in Costa Rica, Belize and Panama, benefitted from fund-

ing: Kiera O’Hagan, Bianca Cristina Ramirez, Michael Panzera, and Patrick Lauriault, 

Kyle Gagnon, Daniel Haney-Hiscocks and Rosemin Nathoo. 

 
Les Offices Jeunesse Internationaux du Québec 

This office offers funding for credited projects abroad. This year the above-mentioned 

Business administration students and Malawi Nursing Exchange students were award-

ed funding from this organization. 
 

VCSA & Vanier Foundation 

The International Education Office has collaborated with both these offices with the 

intention to regularize student funding. This year, more than 50 students were support-

ed by these two sources for study abroad projects. 

 

 

Congratulations to our students and many thanks to our partners. 

 
Jennifer Joseph, International Education 
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Funding for Students 



 

This Malawi Nursing Exchange Benefit Evening raised close to $10,000 last Friday at 

the Casa Grecque Restaurant in Pierrefonds. The relaxed fun event, attended by 

administration, faculty and students alike, was co-hosted by the International Edu-

cation Office and the Nursing Department. Guests were treated to live performanc-

es from the Williams dynamic violin duo and Alex Siesse, vocalist and pianist. The si-

lent auction caused a frenzy of bidding over Canadian hockey tickets for prime 

games with superior seating, weekend get-aways, fine jewelry and gift baskets. 

 

We would like to thank all our sponsors, those who donated to the silent auction, 

others who assisted with the planning and organization and most of all those who 

were in attendance.  

 

Thank you for supporting this international experiential learning experience. 

 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing Department 
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Malawi Nursing Exchange Benefit 



 

One of the priorities of 2013–2014 was to further internationalize our College. The innova-

tive work of a number of teachers helped us to succeed in this goal. Melodie Hicks, 

working with International Education, succeeded in making the Malawi Nursing Ex-

change a true exchange when she brought two Nursing students from our partner insti-

tution, the University of Malawi, for six weeks of observation and discussion in H14. 

George Dracopolous established a new program in Belgium whereby four Vanier stu-

dents studied Business Administration for the A13 semester. Rhys Adams, accompanied 

by Shirley Zhu, presented active learning pedagogy in four Chinese institutions in H14. 

Catherine Duranleau and Myriam Mansour led a group of students taking the innovative 

universal complementary course, Le Nord: Territoires et Imaginaires, along the North 

Shore during March Break. Isabelle Rivest designed and led a study tour to France in the 

spring.   Louise Robinson designed a certificate course, which Industrial Electronics  im-

plemented  for a group of Libyan students. Finally, working with our partner, John Abbott 

College, Jailson Lima and colleagues provided a week-long training program to a 

group of Brazilian teachers. 

 

In 2014 – 2015, International Education hopes to build on these successes. Other technol-

ogy programs are considering ways to include an international component within their 

curriculum, for example, Early Childhood Education.  International Education received 

funding from the Ministère des Relations Internationales et de la Francophonie of to en-

courage interculturalism within the curriculum and is looking forward to working with 

General Education on this project. We are also looking at ways to export our pedagogi-

cal expertise as well as our expertise in content. As we welcome visitors from China and 

Germany in A14, we will be looking at establishing sustainable partnerships that will pro-

vide our students and faculty with opportunities to gain global perspectives and skills.  

 

We want to thank our many partners, both internally and abroad, for our fruitful collabo-

ration to date. Members of the International Education Sub-Committee: Eric Lozowy, 

Melodie Hicks, Rhys Adams, Shirley Zhu, Katri Suhonen, and Omar Riaz, VCSA President, 

have been invaluable assets. Through our collaboration, we have been able to provide 

an array of international and intercultural activities in 2013 – 2014.  

 
Judy Macdonald, Coordinator, International Education 
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Concluding  Remarks 


