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OVERVIEW: 2014—2015 
 

International Education had a particularly successful year in 2014 – 2015 with many activities 

offered. 

Student mobility projects increased in number to fourteen with sixteen programs impacted. 

Vanier students completed internships in Belize, Costa Rica, the United States, France, Chi-

na, Malawi and elsewhere in Malawi.  Students improved their language skills in Russia and 

France. The Holocaust and Totalitarian trip gave students credit but more importantly, helped 

give them a profound understanding of one of the great tragedies in history. Architectural stu-

dents learned firsthand about construction while at a US Habitat for Humanity site; Industrial 

Electronics students gained greater knowledge from a world-class company in Peterborough; 

Ontario, and Building Systems Engineering Technology students had the opportunity to par-

ticipate in an American conference that gave them opportunities for their future; and ECE stu-

dents participated in their department’s first exchange with their German partner. All these 

students deepened their program-specific knowledge while at the same time developed global competencies. Students were sup-

ported by the Quebec government, the VCSA, and the Foundation.  

Vanier teachers travelled abroad on a variety of programs. Jailson Lima and Stéphane Giroux were awarded faculty mobility 

grants for professional development in Germany and Russia respectively. Rhys Adams travelled to Japan to present his research 

findings in photonics. Kevin Lenton taught Physics at Vanier’s partner institution, Qufu Normal University, this spring. Shirley Zhu, 

Edward Awad, and Jason Duheme honed their presentation skills with audiences of several hundred in China as they shared 

expertise in competency-based instruction and active learning. International experience has allowed these teachers to return 

home with their teaching enhanced by their experiences.  

At Vanier, an innovative project focused on interculturalism. This project was initiated by International Education and involved 

General Education. Three teachers, one each from English, Humanities, and French, conducted research on what teachers were 

doing to encourage an inclusive classroom. They presented their findings to their departments. This project concluded with a bi-

lingual conference Inclusion in/en action. The format of this conference was exciting; case studies, presentations of research find-

ings, a Playback Troupe – all brought teachers and staff together to discuss interculturalism.  

The internationalization of the campus was further extended by the Nursing Conference which reached out to all programs, but 

especially to Nursing students and teachers. Displays, presentations, and the International Education website with its Facebook 

site promoted the activities of our teachers and students.  

This was a stressful year in terms of staff cutbacks due to austerity measures, but with the focused and determined efforts of Jen-
nifer Joseph and Pamela Espinosa, International Education’s goals were reached. Many thanks also to our many internal and 
external partners. We would like to give special thanks to the Director General, Mr. Normand W. Bernier, for his support.  Many 
thanks also to the wonderfully helpful Vanier Foundation headed by Silvana Cannatelli and supported by Janelle Villanueva. It is 
because of the Foundation that students have receive financial assistance. International Education’s travel agents, Brenda and 
Rhona Pinsky, are owed a debt of gratitude for their constant support of our projects, both in the planning and the implementation 
stages. We would like to acknowledge the support of the Faculty Deans, the PDO, and the various service departments (Finance 
and Purchasing, in particular) that have been essential to our success. On a personal note, as this will be my last Newsletter, 
thanks to the many teachers who have been our partners. You are the greatest! Your innovation, teamwork and contribution to 
the College have been incredible. I hope all your future endeavours go well. 

Special thanks to Pamela Espinosa for her work in designing and compiling this newsletter.  

 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Judy Macdonald 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AT VANIER COLLEGE 
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FCTP  
International 
Program  
Overview 
 
It has been eleven years 
since I established the Va-
nier Business Administra-
tion Exchange program; we 
now have a total of ten Uni-
versity partners in France 
and Belgium. Four years 
ago, the model was ex-
tended to the Micropublish-
ing & Hypermedia Depart-
ment,  under the direction 
of Bruce Norton. In total, 
over 550 students have 
benefitted from internships 
abroad and full semester 
study exchanges. 

George Dracopoulos, 
Business Administration 

Business Administration & Office Systems Technology/Micropublishing & Hypermedia Exchange with France 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
 

Fall 2014 

 3 Vanier students studying full-time in Belgium (HEPL) August—December 

(New Program) 

 38 French IUT exchange students studying at Vanier 

 

Spring 2014: 10 Vanier students placed in internships in France from April to June 

(Montbéliard/ Belfort, Troyes, Vannes and Paris) 

 

Winter/Spring 2015: 7 French IUT students completed internships in Montreal 

 3 Montbéliard students were placed in Montreal (January—March) 

 4 Cergy-Pontoise students were placed in Montreal (April—June) 

 

Fall 2015: 38 new students have been recruited from : 

 IUT of Cergy-Pontoise (6 students) 

 IUT of Rambouillet (4 students) 

 IUT of Belfort (6 students) 

 IUT of Montbéliard (4 students) 

 IUT of Senart-Fountainebleau (6 students) 

 IUT of Troyes (3 students) 

 IUT of Reims (2 students) 

 IUT of Vannes (6 students) 

 Haute École de la Province de Liège (1 student) 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION & OFFICE SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY: MICROPUBLISHING & HYPERMEDIA 
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Trip to France, May 2015 
In May 2015, I travelled to France to visit our 10 interns that were placed in 4 cities 

in France (Vannes, Paris, Belfort and Troyes). This year’s visit was particularly 

important based on negative perception that has been created due to sudden 

change in the federal government’s stance towards foreign students. The laws 

that were clumsily put into place had an impact on students across the province 

from France. Based on the quick actions and a lot of hard work on everyone’s 

part, we were able to save all the internships with the exception of one student 

(from France) at Vanier. I have heard reports that as many as 40-50% of the in-

ternships province-wide were abandoned. 

Goals of the trip: 

 Meet our university contacts to discuss the current program and explore new 
opportunities. Conduct some damage control based on the drastic new gov-
ernment laws that had an impact on French students, and plan strategies for 
the new, more challenging, environment. 

 Meet our business contacts (GE, Alstom, Societé Generale, etc.) and 
strengthen ties to further build bridges that enable future internships. 

 Examine dorms and residences to ensure appropriateness for student    
housing. 

Integration 
Program/
Activities 
The students that came to Montre-

al were integrated into the Vanier 

Business Administration depart-

ment. Some of the events held to 

welcome them into the community 

were: 

 Orientation Session & Regis-

tration (Schedules + ID’s) 

 Full Orientation with 1st year 

students + BBQ 

 Vanier Cheetah Training Ses-

sion + Scrimmage 

 Mont Tremblant Trip 

 Abraska Outdoor Exploration 

(Leadership & Orienteering) 

 Hockey Soiree: Armada de 

Boisbriand 

 Farewell: Student Awards & 

Certificates 

Hockey Soirée: Armada de Boisbriand 

Mont Tremblant Trip 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION & OFFICE SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY: MICROPUBLISHING & HYPERMEDIA 

OFFICE SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY:  
MICROPUBLISHING & HYPERMEDIA 
 

 IUTs of Cergy-Pontoise and Belfort- Montbéliard, Fall semester (10 – 12 stu-
dents)   

 IUTs of Vélizy, Winter and Spring semesters with internships (3 – 6  students) 

 Plans for the future include sending 3 – 4 students to do stages in France as 
well as 2 – 3 students to do a semester in Belfort- Montbéliard 

Bruce Norton, Office Systems Technology: Micropublishing & Hypermedia 
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My Stage at La Maison du  
Patrimoine, France 
 

My experience in France was definitely once in a lifetime. I am very thankful that I 

was given the opportunity to be a part of this incredible exchange program. I 

learned a lot from the people around me and from the different experiences I had 

while living in France for about 8 weeks.  

My stage at La Maison du Patrimoine gave me the chance to see how a govern-

ment organization works. Unlike a traditional business, they are not in charge of 

their budget because they are a division of Le Grand Troyes. They are given a 

budget for each of their expositions and the different communication media that 

they want to work with. My experience at La Maison du Patrimoine also taught me 

how a large company works. Before getting my contract, I had to have it signed by 

the President of the company and there were several procedures that had to be 

done before I received my contract.  

This experience definitely increased my future employability because I gained a lot 

of experience that I will be able to use in all of my future endeavors. I have experi-

ence with visitor databases, translation, event planning as well as working in 

teams. I strongly believe that with the work experience and competencies ac-

quired throughout my stage in France, I will be able to put this to use when contin-

uing my studies as well as in any future job experiences. This was definitely a 

great learning experience for me and I do believe that it allowed me to look at the 

business world a lot differently. 

Kayla Broome, Business Administration Student  

My Stage at 
CCI, Belfort 
I was appointed to work for the 

Chamber of Commerce and Indus-

try (CCI) of Belfort in the Depart-

ment of the Administrative and 

Financial Services (DAF). I was 

trained as an entree level adminis-

trative trainee. In the span of six 

weeks, I have covered approxi-

mately all that I have learned in the 

past 3 years of school. Comparing 

what I know now to the first day of 

training, I feel that I have grown a 

lot and was able to perform the 

tasks required. Within my training, 

I learned both theory and practical 

variables. I worked with all of my 

colleagues and worked for three 

different entities instead of one. 

This gave me variation to keep the 

job interesting.  

I feel that this experience added 

value to my future employability. I 

have worked hands-on in a real 

operational Department of Admin-

istrative and Financial Services. 

After this internship, I finally real-

ized what career path I want to 

take.  

Neil Princess Diaz, Business 

Administration Student 

Neil Princess Diaz in Belfort, France 

Kayla Broome at La Maison du Patrimoine 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: INTERNSHIPS 
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Belgian Entrepreneurship Competition 

This past December, Vanier students, Sabina Khan, Brandon Correia and Samantha Proulx, who were in Belgium from August to 

December participated in the International Business Administration Exchange program with the Haute École de la Province de Li-

ège, entered an International Entrepreneurship competition in Belgium. 

Sabina’s team , consisting of fellow students from Turkey, Mexico, Indonesia, Taiwan and Belgium, finished second in this demand-

ing international competition. 

I was fortunate enough to attend the event last year and I can tell you first-hand that it is a real-world experience where students 

take part in a real trade show that enables them to create a professional trade booth; forces them to attract sponsors from the local 

business community; and gives them the opportunity to develop a new product concept.  

Sabina’s team created the Crystal Drop, an innovative showerhead that allows the person taking a shower to save water and money 

at the same time. The Crystal Drop showerhead has three unique functions to help consumers reduce the amount of water they use 

in the shower. 

For the competition, student teams must present their new product in front of the packed auditorium of guests. Once the presenta-

tions are finished the presenters, judges and guests proceed to the trade show setting/ the goal of the event is to get votes and fund-

ing from the judges who are business people from the city and the surrounding region. 

It is a hands-on learning event and a wonderful chance for students to compete, to present and to defend their concept in a setting 

that teaches them valuable lessons about business and teamwork. 

Congratulations to Sabrina and her team for their original idea, for their excellent work and outstanding performance during the 

event. 

George Dracopoulos, Business Administration 

International 
Business  
Administration 
Exchange  
Students Shine 
at Belgian  
Entrepreneurship  
Competition 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  
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MALAWI NURSING EXCHANGE 
Six nursing students have returned home after completing their final clinical place-

ment in Malawi, Africa. The Malawi Nursing Exchange, now in its fifth year, offers 

graduating students an opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills in a com-

pletely different context. Students learn firsthand how poverty, limited resources 

and cultural beliefs and values impact on health outcomes. Scarce resources, 

both human and material, force the students to rely on their assessment skills 

instead of the diagnostic tests that are so readily available at home. They also 

become resourceful, making do with what is available and more appreciative of 

the abundance of supplies and personnel that exist in our hospitals. 

The generous sponsorship from the VCTA, ABBVIE, Merck Pharmaceuticals, and 

K2Foundation allowed the group to carry $80,000 worth of humanitarian aid which 

consisted of medical supplies and medications. Basic equipment, such as ther-

mometers, blood pressure cuffs and stethoscopes, are often non-existent in hospi-

tal settings. The medications treated thousands of patients, many suffering from 

malaria, pneumonia and chronic pain conditions. 

Malawi has a three-tiered medical system which includes rural clinics/small private 

hospitals, medium-sized district hospitals and large central hospitals. The Vanier 

students experienced care-giving at the various levels while living in a rural village 

and in residence at Kamuzu College of Nursing in the capital city. 

Known at the “Warm Heart of Africa”, it is easy to see why Malawi has earned this 

reputation. The students were received with such warmth and kindness, often 

greeted by strangers with a smile and a “Muli Bwanji?” (How are you?) in Chiche-

wa. As student Laura Heather noted “Although I may have only had a very small 

impact on the people of Malawi, Malawi and its people have had a great impact on 

me.” 

Looking forward to this up-coming academic year, Vanier College will be hosting 
two nursing students and a teacher from Kamuzu College in Malawi arriving at the 
beginning of September. There will also be another group of nursing students trav-
elling to Malawi in March 2016 and an Alumni trip planned for June 2016! 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing  

Blog Entry: 
“Opening Theatre” 
March 22, 2015 
Moni! 
We had so many amazing learning 
experiences this past week that it’s 
hard to choose just one. Here’s a 
little glimpse of what I saw this 
week: 
On Wednesday, we headed to St. 
Andrew’s Hospital for orientation. 
After hearing report we started our 
tour of the hospital. It hadn’t even 
been 15 minutes and Brian, the 
doctor from the US, came to see if 
3 of us wanted to assist with 3 
D&C’s (dilation & curettage). Emi-
lie, Emelie and I raised our hands 
right away. Besides seeing a C-
section, this was the only other 
time I had been in an operating 
theatre (as they call it here). There 
was so much light coming in from 
the windows that extra light wasn’t 
needed. Throughout the proce-
dures, I had noticed several differ-
ences. 
1.There was minimal sedation. 
Back home, we would be using a 
general anesthetic. Here in Mala-
wi, the patients received 5mg of 
Ketamine IV push. Although it 
worked, it did not last… 
2. During the procedures, there 
were only 2 staff members pre-
sent… 
 
To read more of Laura Heather’s 
blog entry, please visit:  
https://
malawinursing-
exchange.wordpress.com 

They only had XL scrubs… 

Malawi Nursing Exchange: Mount Kasungu 

MALAWI NIURSING EXCHANGE 



 9 

Blog Entry: 
“Thoughts to 
Bring Back 
Home”  
April 29, 2015 
 

When I first arrived in Ma-
lawi, millions of thoughts 
were running through my 
mind every second. And 
through my blogs, I think 
it showed how much a 
person could learn in a 
developing country. With 
every mobile clinic and 
clinical day, life was put 
into perspective. I think 
we all need to remember 
that we don’t live in a per-
fect world. Even though 
we have everything at our 
disposal, there is still so 
much suffering and pov-
erty around the world. As 
our journey comes to an 
end, I think that one of 
the messages I need to 
take home is to always 
remember what’s hap-
pening around the world. 
To remember the suffer-
ing when people are sick, 
to remember how grateful 
I am to live where I live 
and to remember to be 
thankful for the health 
care system that we 
have… Malawi is such a 
special place and it is a 
place where there is great 
happiness even in such 
poor conditions. People 
smile and laugh and greet 
you. They make you feel 
welcome and at home.  

 

Emelie Elkrief 
https://
malawinursing-
exchange.wordpress.com 

Filipino Dancers at the Spaghetti Benefit Dinner & Silent Auction 

Spaghetti Benefit Dinner &  
Silent Auction 
 
To switch things up a little this year, the Malawi Nursing Exchange hosted a bene-

fit dinner/silent auction in the D-cafeteria here at Vanier. The hope was to offer an 

affordable, relaxed evening and to raise funds for this year’s exchange with 

Kamuzu College of Nursing, Malawi. 

The cafeteria was transformed and a delicious spaghetti dinner was served com-

pliments of our Vanier Cafeteria. This was followed by a large assortment of 

sweets baked by the 2015 exchange participants. A variety of culturally rich enter-

tainment was provided by many alumnae, current students and McGill music stu-

dents. Guests were treated to Chinese harpists, Filipino dancers, and a piano/

cello duo. 

It took an entire community working together to make this event come to life and I 

felt a great sense of pride in belonging to this wonderful “Vanier Family.” The silent 

auction offered something for everyone, with some lucky bidders taking home 

amazing prizes. Almost $4,000 was raised, bringing us that much closer to our 

overall goal. 

Thank you to all who attended our event and to those who support us in other 

ways. 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing  

MALAWI NURSING EXCHANGE 
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INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS:  
Training for Students at Sie-
mens Milltronics 
 

During the March Break the Industrial Electronics graduating class of 2015 trav-

elled to Peterborough, Ontario to visit Siemens Milltronics Process Instruments 

(SMPI), a global leader in high technology process instrumentation. SMPI prod-

ucts are used in a wide variety of applications for water distribution and 

wastewater treatment, aggregate and cement plants, mining, chemical processing, 

manufacturing, food processing and milling, as well as in dry bulk storage. SMPI, 

a world leader in level measurement, offers a complete product range including 

ultrasonic, radar, capacitance, electro-mechanical, and guided wave radar. As 

well, SMPI offers a full line of continuous weighing equipment such as belt scales, 

weigh feeders, flowmeters, and process protection devices that are used to weigh 

and monitor flow of various bulk solids materials such as aggregates, coal, grain, 

or powders. 

Fourteen students, accompanied by two instructors, completed the T1 Process 

Instrumentation Training course. The five-day training session was complemented 

with guest speakers on topics such as: Career Development, Expectations of In-

dustry, Economic Trends, Technology Demonstrations, Tour of R&D and Manu-

facturing Facility. 

Students left with world class training and industry contacts. They are also now 

more aware of their potential and feel invigorated in their career choice.  

I would like to thank my Faculty Dean, Michael Sendbuehler, the Academic 

Dean’s office, the International Education Office, and the Vanier College Founda-

tion for making this project possible. 

Jason Duheme, Industrial Electronics 

ANIMAL 
HEALTH      
INTERNSHIPS 
Students in Animal Health chose to 
complete internships in both Cana-
da and the United States:  

In Canada, two  students went to 
Hope for Wildlife (Wildlife Rehabili-
tation center) in Nova Scotia; one 
went to BC SPCA Wild Animal Re-
habilitation Centre in Victoria, BC 
and one went to Ottawa, to the Uni-
versity of Ottawa (Care of Animals 
used in Biomedical Research). All 
these students were in 3rd year. 
Other students went to the US. 

From April 20 to May 22, 2015, two 
3rd year Animal Health Technology 
students had the opportunity to do 
one five weeks internship in Massa-
chusetts, U.S. One of the students, 
Kyra Lippiatt, had her internship at a 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center called 
Cape Wildlife Center while the sec-
ond one, Melanie Pare, went to 
Southwick's Zoo near Boston. 
 
Both students extremely enjoyed 
their internship. They gained a huge 
amount of hands-on-experience and 
they learned so much about wildlife 
species. It was a very positive expe-
rience. 
 
Renée Le Cavalier, Faculty in Ani-
mal Health Technology was the 
coordinator of these internships and 
Jennifer Joseph, from International 
Education, provided all the support 
needed to the students to ensure 
that they had a safe trip. 
 
Student Testimonial: 
 
“There are a lot of hands-on work-
ing with different medical proce-
dures as well as laboratory proce-
dures. The goal for the supervisors 
here at the center is for the interns 
to get the most out of the experi-
ence and to learn as much as possi-
ble. This was a great experience. I 
think that future students who love 
wildlife would enjoy this center very 
much.”  
 
Kyra Lippiatt 

Siemens Milltronics Process Instruments in Peterborough, Ontario 

INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS: TRAINING FOR STUDENTS & ANIMAL HEALTH INTERNSHIPS 
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Berlin, Germany 

On March 9th, forty students and five faculty members were off to Eastern Europe for the 

March break as part of the course, “The Holocaust and Totalitarianism”. The purpose of our 

voyage was to essentially move our classroom some 6,000 kilometers to the east. Our new 

“classroom” was in the cities of Berlin, Warsaw, Krakow, and Prague. Students had guided 

visits of parliament buildings, museums, and the parts of the cities relevant to our course, 

such as the Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw where we had a five-hour walking tour. We travelled by 

plane, train and bus, and  spent some of that travel watching The Pianist and Schindler’s List, 

and visited Schindler’s factory in Krakow for the real 3D experience. 

The trip culminated with a visit to Auschwitz and Birkenau. All the course work and reading 

done beforehand gave the students an excellent context for the visit, but nothing can really 

prepare anyone for the raw emotion of these places. The trip was more than an educational 

adventure; it was a unique and intense bonding experience. Together we laughed, we sang, 

and we cried. 

The students had an unforgettable educational experience, and all five teachers relished the 

opportunity to engage with students and one another in such a personal and meaningful way. 

As a postscript:, in Warsaw, we were thrilled to meet two Vanier graduates, now studying at 

McGill and UBS, who enjoyed the 2013 trip so much that they’re now spending a semester 

on an exchange in Poland—a true testament to the impact of this trip. 

Rhys Adams, Physics, Mike Besner, Mathematics, Maureen Jones and Sevak         

Manjikian, Humanities, Maggie McDonnell, English 

COMPLEMENTARY COURSE in Eastern        
Europe: Holocaust & Totalitarianism            

COMPLEMENTARY COURSE  IN EASTERN EUROPE: HOLOCAUST & TOTALITARIANISM 

Sigusmund’s Column, Warsaw, Poland 
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Peterhof Palace, Saint Petersburg, Russia  

MODERN LANGUAGES: Russian Language 
Study Program 
 

This study project was centered on the continuation of Russian language studies which the students began in September 

2013/September 2014 in my Russian Language classes (Russ-101, Russ-201, Russ-301, Russ-401). As a teacher, I treated 

the St. Petersburg program as an immersion Russian language course.  During the 4 weeks of the study project, I super-

vised and evaluated the educational program provided to our students by the St. Petersburg University. I attended the cours-

es our students took, met with the administration and teachers, visited the University libraries and resource centers. 

9 Vanier students were enrolled in the Russian language courses of Philological Faculty of St. Petersburg University, the first 

educational establishment in Russia which is listed by UNESCO in the top 10 rating of the world universities.  They took 

classes in small groups (8 -15 students) from Monday to Friday, 20 academic hours per week. The students benefitted from 

the expertise of various highly trained professionals and the diversity of classes.  In their courses, they focused on Phonolo-

gy, Grammar, Conversation and Translation. The facilities and the text books and manuals were excellent. 

The enrollment in the special program in a foreign university introduced Vanier students to a university environment and 

structure. They had a hands-on experience of independent University level studies, learnt about university programs and 

appreciated the priority of academic research and development. Our students experienced first-hand the opportunity to work 

with the rich collections of original materials in St. Petersburg libraries. They also witnessed the university approach of creat-

ing interdisciplinary programs and a strong effort in setting-up resource centers where students, teachers and scientists 

would be able to conduct research. 

Vanier students had a unique opportunity to study with students from various countries –Austria, Italy, Holland, England, 
France,  Germany, USA, China. Many students took the Russian language courses in addition to their prior fields of studies 
as diverse as Music, Business Administration and Science. Our students enjoyed the interaction and academic exchange, 
and made new friends. 

Natalia Pakhomova, Modern Languages 

MODERN LANGUAGES 



 13 

MODERN LANGUAGES:           
Scholarships in China 

This is the third year of this scholarship and Vanier is grateful to our partner, Qufu Nor-

mal University, for the many benefits the program gives to our students. Not only do the 

students become fluent in Mandarin because of this intensive one-year program, but 

also students have generally learned some Japanese as well as Korean, given that the 

school they are attending includes Japanese and Korean students. Students in past 

programs have taken advantage of their year in China by travelling and by gaining 

teaching skills as they have taken up jobs teaching English to the Chinese. In 2013 – 

2014, Rachel Lebrun and Aleksandra Vutova participated in this scholarship program.  

“This project allows Vanier students to learn Mandarin and Chinese culture at a very 

low financial cost, and then to share their experience with other Vanier students who do 

not have a chance to participate” says Shirley Zhu, the Mandarin teacher at Vanier who 

initiated the program. 

Qufu Normal University has previously welcomed Vanier teachers and students. In 

2012, Shirley led a Chinese cultural trip there and then, thanks to funding from the Min-

istry of International Relations, Shirley and a French teacher, Sanaa Rizk, twice visited 

the university on an exchange to discuss the teaching for foreign languages in 2011 

and 2012. Rhys Adams and Shirley visited the university in 2014 to present active 

learning to the Physics Department. In the fall, 2014, Julie Bramond from the Language 

School taught in China for the fall semester; Kevin Lenton taught Physics there in the 

spring, 2015.  

Shirley Zhu, Modern Languages  

German   
Cultural 
Study Trip 
Every year, the Modern Language 

students studying German are 

invited by Alain Forget, Coordina-

tor of the Modern Languages Pro-

gram at Collège Ahuntsic, to par-

ticipate in a three-week trip to Ger-

many. This year two Modern Lan-

guage students, Rebecca Bel-

anger and Jean-Simon Viau took 

advantage of this unique oppor-

tunity to experience German cul-

ture and language first hand. They 

travelled to Germany with the 

group of ten students from Ahun-

stic.  

 

The Berlin-Freiburg exchange trip 

not only allows participating stu-

dents a rich linguistic and cultural 

immersion in German culture, but 

it is also affordable thanks to the 

well-organized nature of the pro-

gram. The approximate price of 

the trip was $1,900 per student. In 

addition, in recent years, the par-

ticipating students were generous-

ly supported by the Ministry of 

Education and they receive ap-

proximately half of their cost back 

in funding at a later point in the 

year.  
 
Judy Macdonald, International 

Education 

Qufu Normal University 

MODERN LANGUAGES 
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Architectural Technology Students in Wilmington, Delaware 

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY: Habitat for 
Humanity, Delaware, U.S. 
 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization dedicated to empowering families and revitalizing communities. Habitat’s 
goals cannot be realized alone. They call on volunteers throughout the world, who come together and build. Vanier’s Archi-
tectural Technology students answered the call in spring 2015.    
 
In the town of Wilmington, Delaware, fifteen dedicated Arch Tech students along with two dedicated teachers took part in 
Habitat’s Collegiate Challenge, a program designed to empower students who come together and create something wonder-
ful.  What the students didn’t realize, however, was that they were building much more than a house; they were building 
friendships, forever leaving their mark in a town (and on the wood studs) which would never forget them. Their challenge 
started off by taking out windows, demolishing walls and destroying floors, a true therapy session for anyone needing to 
break something with a hammer.  Once the house was clear of debris, Habitat gave Arch Tech their second challenge: to 
mount as many walls as they could up to the necessary 14 along with 2 subfloors, all in 2.5 days, a challenge that was vigor-
ously accepted by the students.  

 
In the Architectural Technology program, key learning includes the ability to work efficiently and effectively as a team and to 
complete the task, all while maintaining the highest level of industry standards.  Throughout the three year program, this 
learning becomes instinctive in a technologist’s mindset, and the Habitat challenge proved the truth of this for the 15 stu-
dents in Wilmington this past May. 

 
“In the three years of working with Habitat, I have never seen a weekly group work so fast.  What Arch Tech did in 3 hours, 
the previous group took 5 days to do.” said Grant, second-in-charge on the site. 

 
This year’s trip created a challenge unplanned by even Habitat themselves, a combined architectural project where 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd year students came together to complete a common goal: an opportunity rarely seen in the classroom.  Working to-
gether, the students completed their challenge in record time, finishing their week by mounting 13 of the 14 walls as well as 
placing the two subfloors, prepped and ready for the next group, who would soon take over the task of completing the house.  
The Architectural Technology Department has a long standing history with Habitat for Humanity which has given them an 
extensive amount of experience throughout the U.S.: New York, Chicago, New Orleans, and now Delaware.  For this, we 
could not have done, without the amazing support from all whom have helped make it possible.  To the Arch Tech teachers, 
Dean Michael Sendbuehler, the Vanier Foundation, Vanier International’s Judy Macdonald and Jennifer Joseph, Maritza 
Martinez for Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County, Brenda Pinsky our travel agent, to all, a most sincere thank you.  
 
Saul Aronovitch & Ewa Zieba, Architectural Technology 

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY 
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BUILDING SYSTEMS            
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY: 
ASHRAE Conference in       
Chicago 
I was very pleased when 4 students came to me announcing they were making 

the trip to the 2015 annual winter conference in Chicago.  They were amongst 

62,000 attendees from 140 different countries.  The AHR Expo includes 2100 ex-

hibitors over the equivalent of 9 football fields of space.  During this trip, the stu-

dents were exposed to the very latest technology available; they mingled with stu-

dents from across the world and they got face-to-face and built relationships with 

experts from the industry.  For our technology students in BSET this was a one–of

-a- kind opportunity. 

Anthony Belleau, Building Systems Engineering Technology 

Student    
Report 
“… We spoke to the manager of 
Dectron, a company based in Ville 
St-Laurent, who let us know that if 
ever we needed a job, he would be 
glad to hire us. It turns out that the 
software we are using, REVIT, is 
slowly replacing AutoCAD and 
they need people who use and 
understand REVIT to train their 
employees.  

Not only were we offered jobs at 
the conference, we were offered 
jobs outside of the conference. I 
personally met the chief operating 
officer of Jackson Systems, who 
was willing to fly me out to Texas 
to work for him and a sales repre-
sentative. I had to unfortunately 
decline as I have many more years 
of school to come. However, he 
gave me his card and told me to 
give him a call in the event I 
should change my mind.  

In conclusion, I would have never 
dreamed that this trip would go so 
well. I was going to the conference 
hoping that I would meet people 
who would shed some light on my 
future, but I never dreamed of get-
ting job offers. I will definitely be 
attending next year’s conference in 
Orlando, FL. and I am looking for-
ward to giving some people I have 
met a call once I get there.  Not 
only did I meet people with fasci-
nating backgrounds and experi-
ence, I made new friends. My ad-
vice for next years’ students who 
wish to attend is to make sure you 
are an extrovert- that you are 
someone who loves to socialize. If 
we had any inhibitions about so-
cializing/networking, we would not 
have had the same amazing expe-
rience. The conference is what you 
make of it. Going in open-minded 
and positive is the best advice I 
can give any student. Although 
having strong grades is always an 
asset, I feel that socialization skills 
are definitely needed for the suc-
cess of any business.” 

Jessica Poulin 

ASHRAE Conference, Chicago 

Building Systems Students in Chicago 

BUILDING SYSTEMS ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 

“I would recommend 
anyone interested in 
sustainable building 
systems technology to 
attend next year’s con-
ference in Orlando be-
cause of the firsthand 
experience available to 
young aspiring engi-
neers.”  

Kyle Broome, Student 
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Early Childhood Education in Berlin, Germany 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION Practicum in  
Germany 
 

On October 6th, the International Education Office and the Early Childhood Education Department welcomed two faculty 

members from the Barnim College in Germany. After discovering that our two colleges shared many similarities in course 

content, student demographics, and institutional goals, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by both parties in 

hopes of future collaborations. 

Axel Mews and Angela Wucherpfennig were impressed with our resource centres and classroom facilities and were eager to 

discuss with teachers in the Early Childhood Education departments the possibility of a student exchange. In May 2015, two 

Early Childhood Education students, Erika Tartaglia and Andrea Rusch, visited classrooms at Barnim College and interned 

at after-school programs and day care centres in Bernau and Eberswalde, Germany.  

As the students explained, “We must say it was an incredible experience and it was sad to part our ways from the daycare 

that included us and made us part of their team. A lot was learned and opened our eyes about being educators. We will be 

able to bring back what we learnt to our classrooms.” 

We hope to see more students participate in this enriching project next year. 

Jennifer Joseph, International Education 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
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ENVIRONMENTAL & WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT INTERNSHIPS 
In the winter of 2015, five, third year students in the Department of Environmental 
and Wildlife Management had the opportunity to complete their final internships in 
three international locations, thereby contributing to their understanding of wildlife 
management and ecological interactions in tropical ecosystems. 

Thanks to the continued partnership between Vanier College and the Canadian 
Organization for Tropical Education and Rainforest Conservation (COTERC), Phil-
ip Mercier completed a six-week internship project at the Cano Palma location in 
Costa Rica.  He continued work on the ACER Plots, contributing valuable data to 
this project, originally set up by a Vanier student in 2012.  

The new partnership between Vanier College and Ecorana resulted in three six-
week student internships (Philippa Becker, Darren Shield, Chloe Stepanian), at 
the T.R.E.E.S hosting center in Belize.  Their internships involved continued data 
collection on a forestry survey, the creation of a botanic guide to Belize, mapping 
the riparian zone at T.R.E.E.S., an aquaponics project, and the creation of an or-
ganic vegetable garden.  These projects all contribute to the establishment of 
baseline data required by this young field station for continued monitoring of its 
plant and animal populations. 

The final EWM student (Eliza Morin) interned at the Tambopata Macaw Project in 
the Peruvian Amazon, where she spent three months studying the use of clay 
licks, as well as other ecological aspects of south-western Peru’s macaws and 
parrots.  Her contribution adds to 25 years of long-term monitoring of these spe-
cies.   

The Department of Environmental and Wildlife Management would like to offer a 
sincere thank you to the Vanier’s International Office and to D.A.I., whose help 
and support were instrumental in accomplishing these projects.  

Brandee Diner, Environmental & Wildlife Management 

Team Work at COTERC, Costa Rica  

Field Station in Belize 

ENVRIONMENTAL & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INTERNSHIPS 

Chloe Stepanian in Belize 
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FRENCH LANGUAGE EXCHANGE: VOYAGE EN FRANCE 

... de Paul Pörtner, une comédie policière dans laquelle les spectateurs sont invi-
tés à mener l'enquête et à identifier le meurtrier.  

Lors de leur soirée d’adieu à la capitale française, les étudiants ont pu goûter à la 
gastronomie locale dans un restaurant abordable du quartier Montmartre, puis ils 
ont pu admirer la Basilique du Sacré-Cœur et relaxer dans les cafés et les ter-
rasses de la Place du Tertre.  

Le lendemain, ils se sont rendus à Nice à bord d’un TGV. À leur arrivée, ils se 
sont précipités sur la promenade des Anglais, un sentier pavé qui longe la mer et 
sur les cours Saleya, une zone piétonnière remplie de boutiques, de cafés et de 
restaurants. La journée du dimanche a été consacrée à la visite du Château-
Musée Grimaldi, situé à Cagnes-sur-Mer. 

Bien que le voyage ait lieu durant leurs vacances, les étudiants n'ont pas hésité à 
suivre 20 heures de cours de français les matins, du lundi au vendredi, à l’école 
Azurlingua de Nice. Ces cours ne leur donnent aucun crédit dans le cadre de 
leurs études collégiales. Ils ont toutefois beaucoup apprécié leur professeur qui a 
su leur présenter avec humour plusieurs aspects inconnus de la culture française. 
Lors de leurs après-midis libres, les étudiants ont découvert quelques lieux cé-
lèbres de la Côte d’Azur : Monaco et son musée océanographique, Cannes et les 
îles de Lérins, Villefranche et sa forteresse, etc.   

Cette expérience inoubliable a permis à ces étudiants de mieux connaître la cul-
ture et la langue françaises. Voici quelques-unes de leurs réactions: "J'ai appris 
des expressions et des mots que les Français utilisent. Ce voyage m'a donné la 
chance de connaître une culture différente de la nôtre." " Le fait de vivre une se-
maine chez un couple de Français m'a permis d'observer quelques valeurs fran-
çaises. Dans un voyage comme celui-ci, on part à la découverte d'un pays com-
plètement différent du nôtre. Nous partons aussi à la découverte de nous-mêmes, 
puisque cette expérience nous révèle des aspects de nous qui étaient inconnus." 
"J'ai appris différentes expressions françaises et les différences entre les cultures 
canadienne et française." "En visitant les villes et leurs monuments, j'ai pu m'ins-
truire sur la culture. En discutant avec le professeur d'Azurlingua, j'ai appris de 
nouveaux mots, de nouvelles expressions et de nouvelles règles de grammaire. 
Ce voyage permet d'enrichir ses connaissances de la langue et de la culture fran-
çaises. C'est aussi l'occasion de se faire de nouveaux amis." "J'ai beaucoup ap-
pris sur l'histoire de France." 

Les étudiants sont revenus à Montréal le 14 juin, après presque deux semaines 
de découvertes. Ce voyage inoubliable les a enrichis d’une nouvelle expérience 
de vie au cours de laquelle ils ont pu aussi se faire de nouveaux amis! 

Isabelle Rivest, Département de français 

STUDENT 
LANGUAGE 
EXCHANGE: 
Voyage en 
France 
Un groupe de onze étudiants du 
cégep Vanier s’est envolé le mardi 
2 juin dernier pour Paris. Une nuit 
dans l’avion et le décalage horaire 
n’ont pas empêché ces étudiants 
de partir à la découverte de la Ville 
Lumière dès leur arrivée. En effet, 
ils ont tout de suite commencé à 
explorer les environs de leur au-
berge de jeunesse, située dans le 
quartier du Marais, en plein coeur 
de la ville. Ils ont pu admirer l'ar-
chitecture post-moderne du Centre 
Pompidou (Beaubourg) et se sont 
dirigés vers les Halles,  un des 
plus célèbres centres commer-
ciaux de Paris. Dans l'après-midi, 
ils ont fait une première visite de la 
Ville Lumière en autocar, avec un 
guide qui leur a présenté des lieux 
historiques comme la Place de la 
Bastille, la Place de la Concorde, 
l'Arc de triomphe, la tour Eiffel et le 
quartier Saint-Germain des Prés.  

Dans la soirée, ils ont ensuite dé-
ambulé le long des Champs-
Élysées, le plus célèbre boulevard 
de Paris à cause de ses boutiques 
de luxe, ses restaurants et ses 
cafés, pour admirer ensuite la tour 
Eiffel la nuit, illuminée de tous ses 
feux. 

Les étudiants ont découvert des 
lieux et monuments incontour-
nables durant les trois jours qu’a 
duré leur séjour à Paris. D’abord, 
les merveilles du musée du 
Louvre, comme la Mona Lisa, la 
Vénus de Milo et la Victoire de 
Samothrace; la Sainte Chapelle, la 
Conciergerie ainsi que la cathé-
drale Notre-Dame-de-Paris, un 
bijou de l’architecture gothique.  

Une visite de Paris ne serait pas 
complète sans une soirée au 
théâtre. Les étudiants ont pu 
s’amuser en allant voir la pièce 
Derniers coups de ciseaux... 

Vanier students studying at Azurlingua 
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HONOURS SCIENCE 

Honours Science Students in New York City 
On the weekend of April 17th—19th, 2015, a group of 43 Vanier students and 5 chaperones set off on the annual Science 

and Liberal Arts trip to New York. Between visits to Moma, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Museum of Natural His-

tory, students and chaperones enjoyed glorious weather while seeing the sites of New York. 

Thank to Mauro Di Renzo, Haritos Kavallos, Maggie McDonnell, Loris Peternelli, and most of all, to a wonderful group of 

students for making this trip a great success.  

Thanks also to Rhys Adams for his work behind the scenes organization, and to International Education for their efforts and 

generous support. 

Stephen Newbigging, Mathematics 

Honours Science in NYC 
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SPECIAL CARE COUNSELLING: Laura Dionne 
in Pointe-Noire, Congo 
 

Having been concerned about the plight of orphans in Africa for many years, I finally got the opportunity to go to Pointe-

Noire, Congo. During the month I spent with Mwana, I cared for and played with the babies in the orphanage as well as 

coached the women who care for the children in effective hygiene, nutrition, discipline and positive reinforcement. I trained 

caregivers through modelling how to perform basic early childhood education and sensory stimulation techniques. I lived and 

volunteered in the new baby home, recently acquired following the flooding of the first house. My first days in Pointe-Noire 

were spent moving the baby house and preparing the new house. Most days were spent teaching Fatima, an 11 year old girl 

who has been rescued from child trafficking and who did not have basic educational skills upon her arrival, and who had 

been abused and mistreated since childhood. After only three weeks of working together, this brilliant girl learnt her alphabet 

and started writing, reading, counting, adding, subtracting, painting, drawing, singing, and dancing. Fatima's school days did 

not only consist of academics, but also of social skills training and basic life skills training such as respect, critical thinking, 

creativity, cooking, cleaning and caring for the babies at the orphanage. I also assessed the needs and started developing, 

in collaboration with the Mwana team, a course of action for taking in additional children, given the greater capacity of the 

new location, and establishing clear adoption procedures. I was able to combine my experience and training from my   

courses and stages in Special Care Counselling with the existing practices that I was immersed in as I lived, day to day, with 

the Congolese women from whom I learned a lot. It is through this reciprocal exchange that we were able to promote an 

ideal environment for the orphans to grow up in.  

What I experienced in the Congo changed me and gave me the desire to become more and more involved in humanitarian 

efforts with children in need in Africa. The reality in Africa pushed me to readjust my way of living and outlook on life as I was 

inspired and truly touched by the Congolese's immense generosity, compassion and hope despite their suffering, misery, 

and poverty. The need in Pointe-Noire is great and the work that Mwana Villages does for the infants in their care is crucial 

to their survival and development and can only be successful with your support. 

Laura Dionne, Special Care Counselling Student 

Laura Dionne with children from the Mwana Village 

SPECIAL CARE COUNSELLING  
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Photonics Research Results in 
Japan: Rhys Adams 
 

Rhys Adams (Vanier Physics) and his colleague Lawrence Chen (McGill University, 

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering) presented their research results 

during an invited talk at the  2014 International Topical Meeting on Microwave Photon-

ics in Sapporo (Japan) in October 2014. 

The presentation, “Photonic Integrated Circuits for Microwave Photonics Applications,” 

coauthored by Lawrence Chen, Rhys Adams, Reza Ashrafi, Junjia Wang, Mohammad 

Rezagholipour Dizaji, M. Shafiqul Hai, and Odile Liboiron-Ladouceur, highlighted 

much of the McGill Photonics Systems Group’s recent progress in the field of silicon-

based photonics technologies for microwave photonics. 

The main result presented at the conference has also been recently published in the 

peer-reviewed IEEE Photonics Journal. The paper, “RF-Arbitrary Waveform Genera-

tion Based on Microwave Photonic Filtering,” was published this month and can be 

found at:  

h p://ieeexplore.ieee.org/stamp/stamp.jsp?tp=&arnumber=6917197   

Marguerite Corriveau,  Vanier Communications 

FACULTY MOBILITY  

Stéphane 
Giroux in 
Russia 
 

Dans le cadre d’un projet de 
« Cégep International », j’ai 
eu la possibilité d’aller en 
Russie au mois de mars. Ce 
projet est en lien avec la 
collaboration en enseigne-
ment virtuel par équipe 
(VTT) que nous organisons 
avec l’Université de St-
Pétersbourg depuis 3 ans 
dans le cadre de mon cours 
intitulé Langue et littérature 
du français québécois. 

Je suis allé deux semaines à 
St-Pétersbourg pour présen-
ter des conférences et des 
ateliers portant justement 
sur le français québécois. 
Mes interlocuteurs là-bas 
étaient très intéressés et 
voudraient que notre colla-
boration se poursuive. En 
effet, ils seraient intéressés 
d’en apprendre plus sur le 
Québec tant sur le plan so-
cial, littéraire que linguis-
tique. On peut donc imagi-
ner que d’autres professeurs 
et étudiants auraient la pos-
sibilité d’y faire un séjour. 

Pour donner suite aux dis-
cussions que j’ai eues là-
bas, je me suis rendu 
compte de l’importance 
d’enseigner dans mes cours 
certaines spécificités du 
français québécois, surtout 
sur le plan linguistique. Je 
pense que nos étudiants 
bénéficieront de ces appren-
tissages et pourront mieux 
s’intégrer au Québec. 

Finalement, tout au long de 
ce séjour, j’ai entendu plu-
sieurs réflexions sur la place 
du français dans le monde 
actuel et j’ai l’intention de 
partager ces pensées avec 
mes collègues et mes étu-
diants pour favoriser un dia-
logue sur la place du fran-
çais dans notre vie. 

Stéphane Giroux,          
Département de français 

Rhys Adams in Japan 
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Vanier Expertise in China: Different Perspectives 
 
Shirley Zhu 

At the beginning of January, together with two other teachers, Edward Awad from Biology and Jason Duheme from Industrial 

Electronics, I participated in a pedagogical training project in China. 

As you might remember, a year ago, in January 2014, I had another trip to China with Rhys Adams from Physics and Greg 

Mulcair from John Abbott. We provided similar training sessions for four Chinese institutions within ten days. 

In September, 2014, working with three other Montreal colleges, Vanier received a Chinese delegation over a two-week peri-

od. This project was part of the Vocational Education Leadership Training initiated by Colleges and Institutes, Canada. Mr. 

Meng, the President of Guanzhou Panyu Polytechnic, was part of the delegation and he was very impressed by Vanier’s 

presentations and our experience in pedagogical training. He invited us to implement a training program in January in China. 

Consequently, we visited two Chinese vocational colleges in Guandong Province in the south of China, Guanzhou Panyu 

Polytechnic and Zhongshan Polytechnic. At each college, we provided two-day training sessions. Jason’s presentations fo-

cused on the Quebec education system and competency-based approach. Edward presented student-centered teaching and 

active learning. Our schedule was very tight. Our training sessions were well received and very successful. 

Edward Awad 

My part of the training focused on the process of implementing competency-based learning strategies in the classroom by 

giving concrete examples. I designed an interactive training module that emphasized student-centered teaching, backward 

course design, and active learning pedagogy, namely peer instruction and problem-based learning. The training sessions 

were well attended with the participation of more than 200 teachers in each college. Many participants attended on their own 

volition.  I was pleasantly surprised by the high level of participation. Our Chinese colleagues were eager to learn, partici-

pate, and share their practices with us. They also exchanged with us the challenges they face as teachers, which in many 

instances are similar to ours. The feedback we got from the participants was overwhelmingly positive. 

Shirley Zhu, Jason Duheme and Edward Awad at Guanzhou Panyu Polytechnic 

FACULTY MOBILITY 
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Shirley Zhu at  Guangzhou Polytechnic 

We were well received and hosted by the two Chinese colleges. Our daily interaction with our hosts allowed for positive cul-

tural exchange and for bridges to form between their institutions and ours. Overall, it was an amazing trip in which we experi-

enced modern day China, a country with a beautiful mix of the traditional and the modern. 

The education system in China is undergoing major changes to meet the demands of the country every growing economy. 

This is reflected in the interest the Chinese vocational college network has in the CEGEP model that is competency-based 

and student-centered, with a strong emphasis on general education. Vanier College is positioned to build a reputation as a 

training institution, capitalizing on the wealth of the pedagogical expertise that many teachers at Vanier College possess. 

Guangzhou Panyu Polytechnic is seriously considering sending next fall a group of teachers from their institution to spend 

some time at Vanier College in order to learn about our student-centered teaching and active learning approaches. 

Jason Duheme 

We were all well received at two institutions in China. Teachers whom we met were surprisingly young, and eager to under-

stand our education system, as well as our teaching jobs. 

Both institutions deliver both academic and technical programs. Technical programs ranged from information technologies to 

industrial manufacturing, and the cultivation of traditional Chinese arts such as silk embroidery, and carving, the name but a 

few. In each case I noted their expressed interest in teaching a subject it is entirety, i.e. design and planning phase—to the 

final production and delivery of a good or service. In all cases the institution housed the equipment and facilities to cover all 

steps of the process.  

They were intrigued by our relationships and interactions with local industry.  The institutions visited were state funded, yet 

autonomous in their selection and delivery of programs and pedagogy. They expressed interest in the Quebec education 

plan, and the role of the CEGEPS in this plan. The inclusion of general education components in our CEGEP programs was 

of great interest to both teachers and administrators. 

I was impressed with the ability and determination of our Chinese colleagues in their consideration of pedagogical systems. I 

was proud to represent Vanier in presenting our own model, as well as the opportunity to interact with them in discussing 

their interests and concerns not unlike our own. We experienced a great deal of engagement and interest at both institutions 

visited. This has been an opportunity for the exchange of professional ideas, as well as culture. 

Shirley Zhu, Modern Languages, Edward Awad, Biology, Jason Duheme, Industrial Electronics 

FACULTY MOBILITY 
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Sharing Innovative Approaches in Germany:   
Jailson Lima 
 
I was awarded a faculty mobility grant from the Fédération des Cégeps to undertake the project entitled “Exploring creativity 

and other innovations as pedagogical tools for fostering learning in the natural sciences”.  In June, 2015, I traveled to the 

Institute of Chemistry Education of the University of Cologne, Germany, to explore the Institute’s research in innovative 

methods for teaching science and also to share the work I have been involved with at Vanier.   

Another topic of interest between Vanier and the University of Cologne is the use of creative assignments to foster learning 

in science courses. During my stay in Germany, I shared my research on creativity with Professor Christiane Reiners’s re-

search group. I gave the presentation "Using Creativity to Enhance Learning in College Chemistry Courses" to teachers and 

graduate students in the Department of Chemistry as well as in Didactics in the Faculty of Education.  The presentation out-

lined my work done at Vanier, including my collaboration with Rhys Adams and Stacey DeWolfe with the Honors Science 

cohort of 2014.  The attendees expressed their appreciation for learning about the pedagogical innovations being developed 

at Vanier. 

I was also pleased to give a series of three active-learning workshops to undergraduate chemistry students who are pursu-

ing their teaching credentials at the University of Cologne.  The workshops explored the potential for creativity to foster learn-

ing through the use of interdisciplinary assessments that require students to develop visual artworks.  A group of 24 students 

worked for three weeks in the creation of visual representations to portray basic scientific concepts.  Besides attending three 

face-to-face classes, students had the opportunity to work under direct supervision through asynchronous dialogues using 

Google Docs as the medium of communication outside the classroom, in a similar way as is conducted in Vanier courses. 

As well, I contacted German teachers from other disciplines to learn about their expertise in training teachers in innovative 
pedagogy, including the use of technology.  Learning about these techniques will be an asset to Vanier College’s science 
program by offering new opportunities for professional development to science teachers.  In the long term, the collaboration 
between the University of Cologne and Vanier has the potential to benefit both institutions in future exchanges involving 
teachers and students  

Jailson Lima, Chemistry 

Jailson Lima in Germany 

FACULTY MOBILITY 
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Kevin Lenton on Mount Tai, China 

Active Learning at Qufu Normal University: China 
 
Like most interesting places, China is a complex and confusing mix of contradictions, modern consumerism with ancient 
wisdom, wealth with poverty, wind-turbines hidden in the smog.  It has been a wonderful privilege to have been a witness to 
this in a most authentic way during my month teaching an English for Physics course at Qufu Normal University.  

Qufu is best known as the birthplace of Confucius (b.551B.C.E.) and Confucius dominates this small town, by Chinese 
standards, of 650,000. Indeed, the Dean of the College of Physics and Engineering is a documented 75th generation de-
scendant of Confucius. Reminders, like this, of just how old Chinese civilization is, keep surfacing more in how people live 
(e.g. tea ceremonies, martial arts, calligraphy) rather than the buildings, although ancient buildings are not lacking either. 
Like many time-honoured philosophers, Confucius has much to offer the modern world, describing a version of the Golden 
Rule and a moral code that is being revitalized for a modern China. In particular, he placed great emphasis on education, 
and China is pushing education in a big way. 

One of Confucius's sayings is roughly translated as "a gentleman isn't like a cup". This is interpreted to mean you cannot just 
pour knowledge into your brain, you learn by experience, you learn actively. Since active learning pedagogy was one of the 
mandates of my tenure at Qufu, this has a particular resonance. I found the second-year students well prepared and en-
gaged. The college-level physics I was teaching was easy for the students, which allowed the students flexibility to do more 
activities in class, with particular emphasis on Peer Instruction using clicker questions. This gave opportunities for students 
to explain physics in English to their peers. In addition, all students gave a short presentation of a physics experiment of their 
choosing. The students seemed to jump at these experiences, surprising even some of the Chinese professors. 

I have just had a wealth of different experiences. The students put on a Chinese BBQ for me, and a version of “running 
man”, which is a tag game (yes, I slept well that night). I was honoured with a couple of banquets, one given by the college, 
at which I ate sea slug, a delicacy. The other was with the owner of a martial arts school. Some of the martial arts teachers 
gave me a demonstration and a few pointers. My favourite marital art is the “short staff” and I recognized many of moves 
from martial arts movies.  My other interests are gardens and tea, so I visited Suzhou, the garden city mentioned by Marco 
Polo and Hangzhou, the centre for Dragon well tea production. I also climbed Mount Tai bottom to top (elevation: 1.5km) , 
one of the four sacred mountains in Chinese culture. By the time I walked down I had made a whole bunch of friends, every-
one just too exhausted to care about reserve and cultural barriers. 

Above all, it is the contact with the Chinese people which has made this trip so memorable, and the realization that we have 
so much common. 

Kevin Lenton, Physics  

FACULTY MOBILITY 

“I also climbed 
Mount Tai bot-
tom to top 
(elevation: 
1.5km) , one of 
the four sacred 
mountains in 
Chinese culture. 
By the time I 
walked down, I 
had made a 
whole bunch of 
friends, every-
one just too ex-
hausted to care 
about reserve 
and cultural bar-
riers.” 

Kevin Lenton 
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5th Annual Vanier College Nursing Conference 

Vanier Nursing Conference Looks 
at What Difference Does Difference 
Make 
On May 8th, Vanier College held its 5th Annual Vanier College Nursing Conference entitled, 
“What Difference Does Difference Make?” 

More than 300 people attended the conference where guest speaker, Kara Redden, a Vanier 
nursing graduate who participated in the Malawi exchange while she was at Vanier, gave the 
keynote address.  After Vanier, Kara obtained her Bachelor of Nursing degree at McGill Uni-
versity where she is currently pursuing her Master’s degree in Global Health. The Vanier Ma-
lawi Exchange had a lasting impact on Kara who has remained involved with international 
health issues ever since.  She shared her perspectives on the differences of global access to 
health care and talked about her upcoming trip to Haiti to collaborate on a project related to 
HIV and Tuberculosis in the fall.   

Vanier Anthropology teacher and co-founder of the Open Door Network, Jacky Vallée, also 
gave a talk about diversity and healthcare.  He addressed how gender identity issues can 
have a profound impact of the health and care of individuals from the LGBT community as 
well as other individuals whose sexual identity doesn’t follow conventional norms. 

One of the highlights of the conference was the series of presentations by the 2015 Vanier 
Malawi Nursing Exchange students who had returned six days earlier from a seven-week 
nursing internship in Malawi.  They spoke of differences in culture, health practices, access to 
health care, views about medical treatment such as giving oxygen, and how all these can 
have a negative impact on health outcomes.  The students’ recent experiences abroad 
demonstrated in significant ways how difference makes a significant difference when it comes 
to health. 

“Humans have much in common but by negating our differences we only see part of a per-
son,” says Melodie Hicks, conference organizer and nursing supervisor of the Malawi Nursing 
Exchange. “This can have extremely negative effects when what is needed is to provide care 
for the whole person. Our guest speakers, Kara Redden and Jacky Vallée, gave tremendous 
presentations, further broadening our perspectives on difference and the impact that this has 
on healthcare.”  

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 

CONFERENCES 

“Humans have 
much in com-
mon but by ne-
gating our dif-
ferences we  
only see part of 
a person.”  

Melodie Hicks 

Melodie Hicks 
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Conference: Inclusion in/en Action 
International Education was awarded a grant of $42,258 for its project, The Development of Intercultural Competencies, in 
order to Promote Success in April 2014. The project was developed in conjunction with General Education. This project envi-
sioned three facilitators, one each from Humanities, English, and French who would be trained at Queen’s University, King-
ston, Ontario which specializes in the development of intercultural and international competencies in the summer, 2014. 
These facilitators would then work with their departments to compile approaches taken by the teachers to promote intercul-
turalism. The three facilitators would then report to their departments on their results with their final reports posted on the 
International Education website. The three teachers, Kim Matthews, Alan Wong, and Rachel Jobin interviewed over 60 col-
leagues and their results indicated just how strongly intercultural practices are embedded in the curriculum and in the peda-
gogical approaches of the teachers. Throughout the year, these teachers met with Eric Lozowy and Jennifer Joseph to en-
sure the smooth development of the project. This committee decided to hold a conference that would bring together faculty 
and staff throughout the college and in the network who were interested in issues connected to interculturalism and to diver-

sity. Thus was the conference Inclusion in/en Action, A Conference 
on Diversity in College Education/Un colloque sur la diversité dans 
l’enseignement.  

While the Vanier College community benefits from its rich mix of 
students from a variety of cultural, religious, linguistic, and other 
backgrounds, this diversity also presents teachers with interesting 
challenges in the classroom.  Hence, on May 20, 2015, more than 
50 teachers gathered at Vanier College for “Inclusion in/en Action”, 
a conference on diversity in the classroom and an opportunity for 
them to share their perspectives on diversity in its many forms on 
the Vanier campus and explore how to make classrooms more in-
clusive.  

Vanier General Education teachers Kim Matthews (Humanities), 
Rachel Jobin (French), and Alan Wong (English), the principal or-
ganizers of the day-long event, presented Current Pedagogical 
Practices Regarding Diversity in the Humanities, French, and Eng-

lish Departments, which highlighted the results of research they conducted with their colleagues over the winter semester 
regarding their pedagogical practices, particularly those that encourage diversity and inclusion.  

Following a summary presentation of the research results teachers broke out in small groups to discuss case studies based 
on concerns and questions raised by faculty during the course of the research. “For example, one study considered how to 
encourage and manage student experts,” said Kim Matthews. “Encouraging student experts is an effective way to engage 
students and may serve to make a class more inclusive but it also challenges teachers who may not know if the information 
provided by such students is accurate.” 

The keynote speaker Dr. Adeela Arshad-Ayaz, currently Assistant Professor of Education Studies in the Department of Edu-
cation at Concordia University, gave a presentation entitled Inclusive Classroom: Include What? Include Where? Include 
How?  As well, Playback Theatre with The Living Histories Ensemble presented improvisations on diversity issues. 

The conference was a welcome opportunity for teachers to discuss pedagogical matters with fellow teachers and to get prac-
tical tips and approaches to ensure classrooms are as inclusive as 
possible.  

The event was launched in the morning by the premiere of a video 
on Diversity produced by VTV - Vanier TV. The video featured      
students and teachers speaking about aspects of diversity and    
sharing their personal experiences of being different. Some spoke 
about being members of a visible cultural minority, others about be-
ing part of the LGBTTIQA community, and one interviewee shared 
her views on being deaf and speaking only in sign language. A    
series of several videos on diversity will be posted on VTV in the 
coming months. 

 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 

CONFERENCES 

Keynote speaker, Dr. Adeela Arshad-Ayaz 

Playback Theatre with The Living Histories Ensemble 
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Colleges and     
Institutes        
Canada 2015 
Conference: 
Leading Change 
 
 

 

 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing teacher and Coordinator, Malawi Nursing Exchange, pre-

sented at the CICan conference in Winnipeg on May 25, 2015. Her presentation, 

entitled "The Malawi Nursing Exchange: Vanier College and Kamuzu College Of-

fer Students a Global Perspective on Health",  fit into the teaching and learning 

strategies for student success conference theme of teaching and learning strate-

gies. 

The M.N.E. is a comprehensive program which has evolved over several years; it 
aims to promote the development of intercultural competencies in graduating nurs-
ing students. Partnership agreements with Kamuzu College of Nursing and non-
profit organizations have created unique opportunities for students to be immersed 
in another culture. Immersion, with educator-assisted reflective practice, has prov-
en to be an effective method in acquiring cultural sensitivity and awareness, which 
are essential for the provision of nursing care in today's diverse society.  

Melodie Hicks, Nursing 

CBIE  
The Canadian Bureau of Internation-

al Education’s (CBIE) annual confer-

ence was held in Ottawa, November 

19 to 22. This annual conference 

brings together educators at the uni-

versity and college levels who are 

involved in international education. 

Some 750 participants were in at-

tendance. 

Vanier was well represented at the 

session entitled “The Diplomacy of 

Knowledge: A Transformative and 

Empowering Classroom Experi-

ence”, which was given by Dany 

Brown (Services for Students) and 

Renée Karp and Alan Wong (English 

Department). 

Dany introduced the session by pre-

senting an overview of Vanier, partic-

ularly the cultural mix of our students 

and certain Student Services and 

International Education initiatives to 

involve students in gaining compe-

tencies.  

Renée presented the changes she 

made to her curriculum and peda-

gogy that resulted in an inclusive and 

empowering international literary 

genre course. 

Alan described how his personal 

history and values have informed his 

teaching making his classroom inclu-

sive where students can comfortably 

learn. 

Alan Wong, English Department 

Malawi Nursing Exchange 2015 

CONFERENCES 

Melodie at the CICan Conference 
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PARTNERSHIPS & DELEGATIONS 

DELEGATIONS 
German Delegation 

On October 6th, the International Education Office and the Early Childhood Educa-
tion Department welcomed two faculty members from Barnim College in Germany. 
After discovering that our two institutions shared many similarities in course con-
tent, student demographics, and institutional goals, a Memorandum of Under-
standing was signed by both parties in hopes of future collaboration. 

Axel Mews and Angela Wucherpfennig were impressed with our resource centres 
and classroom facilities and were eager to discuss with teachers in the Early 
Childhood Education and Special Care Counselling departments the possibility of 
a student exchange. After presenting their college to our current Early Childhood 
Education students, there was an influx of student interest, and as a result, a stu-
dent project took place in May, 2015. 

Thank you to Diane Nyisztor and Charlotte Marcella for helping to organize this 
delegation.  

Jennifer Joseph, International Education 

Indonesian Delegation  

On December 18, 2014, Vanier College welcomed 22 administrators and teachers 
from various polytechnics in Indonesia. Peter Ross, the Interim Academic Dean, 
immediately pleased the group with his welcoming speech in Indonesian!  Also, 
International Education had been joined by Debbie Larin, Registrars, who had 
once lived in Indonesia; her words of welcome were especially warmly received as 
she obviously was well acquainted with the homeland of these educators. The 
training program consisted of Jennifer Joseph, International Education, who pre-
sented the Quebec education system. She was followed by Jason Duheme who 
explained competency-based instruction as well as relationships between Quebec 
colleges and industry. Edward Awad then proceeded to talk about active learning, 
using interactive examples to make his point – that active learning is an extremely 
effective pedagogy for involving students and therefore enhancing learning.  

Vanier had been selected for this Technical and Vocational Education and Train-
ing (TVET) program by CICan and by the Canadian Vocational Institute. This pro-
gram had been exceptionally well received (as indicated by evaluations on this 
study tour) because of the relevance and excellence of the training and by the 

Partnerships 
 

Vanier College now has 17 active 

partnerships around the world from 

Malawi, Africa, to Belize, Central 

America to France, Europe. We 

are proud of these partnerships 

and of the many faculty who devel-

oped and use them to create op-

portunities for their students. 

 Toucan Ridge Ecological and 
Environmental Society 
(T.R.E.E.S) 

 University of Cologne,       
Germany 

 OSZ Barnim College,        
Germany 

Barnim College Partnership 

German Delegation 

Indonesian Delegation 
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DELEGATIONS 
Chinese Delegation 

On September 16, 17, and 18 of 2014, Vanier College, through the International Education Office, hosted a Chinese Delega-

tion of six presidents of Chinese vocational colleges, part of a larger delegation welcomed to Canada by Colleges and Insti-

tutes, Canada, (formerly ACCC) and, specifically to Montreal, by a consortium of colleges (Marie-Victorin, André Lauren-

deau, John Abbott and Vanier) for a two week stay. 

The visitors were part of the Vocational Education Leadership Training program (VELT 5) that both China and Canada are 

supporting. China’s goal is to update its vocational colleges and it sees Canada as a partner in this endeavor. By providing 

assistance to these vocational colleges, Vanier increases its own capacity in terms of delivering international training projects 

and, hopefully, finds amongst these colleges future partners for student and faculty mobility projects. One project that we 

have already established with a Chinese partner involves Vanier students studying 

Mandarin in China under the auspices of a scholarship program. We are seeking similar 

projects with other Chinese institutions. 

Over the course of the three days at Vanier, various members of the Vanier community 

made presentations to the visitors explaining competency-based education and differ-

ent teaching techniques, and describing the services and structure of Vanier. 

As a result of the training provided at Vanier to this delegation, three teachers were 

invited to visit Guangzhou Panyu Polytechnic in January with all expenses covered by 

that College. 

 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Chinese Delegation 

DELEGATIONS 

Guangzhou Polytechnic at Vanier 
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DELEGATION: 
Vanier Hosts 17 Vocational College  
Administrators from China 
 

Vanier College was asked to host a two-day meeting of seventeen vocational college administrators from China as part of 

the Vocational Education Leadership Training program by Colleges and Institutes, Canada (formerly Association of Canadi-

an Community Colleges.) These administrators had been in Canada for a four-week training program in Kwantlen Polytech-

nic University (Vancouver), Seneca (Toronto) and at a consortium of Quebec colleges (Marie-Victorin, André-Laurendeau, 

John Abbott and Vanier). 

The delegates underlined the success of  this training. They most appreciated the links Canadian colleges have with industry 

as well as the many efforts of the colleges to focus on the needs of their learners and our efforts of colleges to focus on the 

needs of their learners and our efforts to prepare them for their future. In Quebec, delegates praised the competency-based 

approach as well as the administrative systems in place. 

International delegates to Vanier invariably remark on their warm and welcoming reception. These delegates were no excep-

tion; they especially appreciated opportunities to relax between intensive sessions with Mandarin-speaking colleagues. 

Shirley Zhu, Modern Languages, was invaluable throughout the stay of the delegates, continuously working to ensure that 

the delegates were as comfortable as possible. Sonia Husseindjian, Jennifer Joseph, and Pamela Espinosa made sure that 

the plans in place were implemented seemingly effortlessly. 

Vanier will continue to work with the Montreal partners for the next stage of the VELT program where training will take place 

in Shandong Province, Quebec’s sister province, in October. Fortunately, Vanier already has a French Language School 

teacher, Julie Bramond, in place at Qufu Normal University, this semester. Julie will participate in this training with col-

leagues from Marie-Victorin and André Laurendeau. 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

DELEGATIONS 

Chinese Delegation of Vocational College Administrators 
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UNAM Vanier 

DELEGATION: 
Visit from Mexican Delegation to                     
Vanier College 
 

On Thursday, February 5, Vanier was honoured to receive two professors from our Mexican partner, Universidad Nacional 

Autonóma México, Dr. Enrique Ruiz-Velasco Sánchez and Dr. José Antonio Dominguez Hernández. 

 

Rhys Adams presented his collaborative photonics project with McGill University to our guests, which was very well re-

ceived. Rhys discussed his research in the field of optical signal processing using sili-

con nanowires, his photonics based active learning activities for this Waves and Mod-

ern Physics course and how he gets his students involved in university research by 

providing yearly paid summer research internships. 

 

Afterwards, Louise Robinson, the Coordinator of Industrial Electronics, toured the de-

partment’s labs with their new equipment. Kevin Lenton and Marielle Beauchemin 

joined in the discussion with our partners of how to extend the scope of this partnership 

to include robotics, photonics, and the use of IT in the classroom and how to use IT to 

enhance the learning of the students. 

 

We are particularly interested in including other teachers in this international dialogue. 

Please contact Marielle, Rhys or Kevin if you would like to become involved. 

 

Special thanks to Marielle who initiated this partnership in the first place and who was 

responsible for encouraging Enrique to visit the College on this occasion. 

 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

DELEGATIONS 

Touring the labs with Louise Robinson 
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DELEGATION: ROMANIAN 
STUDENTS VISIT VANIER 
COLLEGE 
 
From March 23 to March 27th  2015, a delegation of 6 students from the Ro-
manian school Mircea cel Batran visited Vanier College. Students spent most 
of time participating in Science Week activities and exploring the Math and 
Science  Centre’s facilities. The highlight of their visit was the Vanier College 
Science Fair in which they won first place. We congratulate the students for 
their hard work and innovative exhibit and hope to collaborate more with their 
institution in the future.  

Vanier and Mircea cel Batran have enjoyed a partnership since 2012 when 
we first welcomed the Director, Mr. Vasile Nicoara, and two of his colleagues 
to our College. Since that time, the Language School welcomed a group of 
students during the summer to further develop their English language skills. 

The MSC and Mircea cel Batran, thanks to the efforts of Gabriel Bulgarea, 
have participated in a joint Chess Tournament as well as a Math Competition. 
Vanier is particularly fortunate to have this partnership as the Romanian 
school is one of the top secondary schools in Europe with many firsts in sci-
ence and math competitions which are  open to European schools. 

Many thanks to Haritos Kavallos for involving Vanier’s Romanian guests in 
the MSC’s busy Science Week schedule and thanks to Gabriel Bulgarea for 
his liaison with our Romanian partner that has made this visit possible. 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Romanian students present their research at Vanier’s Science Fair 

ROMANIAN EXCHANGE 

Vanier’s Science Fair 

Visit with the Vanier Robotics Team 
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FUNDING FOR STUDENTS & LOCAL INITIATIVES 

LOCAL INITIATIVES:          
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
 
The International Education Office would like to thank this year’s student leaders 

Enass Al-Ashi, Cristhian Nicolas Romero, and Zhi Hui Lin for helping to organize 

activities for the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 

World Health Day, and World Press Freedom Day .The students spent many 

hours researching the topics given to them and contextualizing them for students. 

They helped to create posters and events so that their peers could become much 

more aware of what was happening in the world around them. Their quizzes and 

contests really helped to engage the Vanier community and their contribution was 

very much appreciated by our office. We wish them all the best in their future en-

deavors. 

Jennifer Joseph, International Education 

FUNDING 
FOR       
STUDENTS 
Exemption des droits de scolari-
té majoré pour les étudiants 
étrangers:  

This award offers fee waivers to 
international students in technolo-
gy programs. Seven students were 
granted this award by Féderation 
des cégeps: Quang Minh Pham, Yi 
Shan Kong, Nita Ly, Keunyoung 
Kim, Mathson Browne, Jingfei 
Gao, and Wanying Song. 

Bourse de court séjours:  

This bursary funds Quebec stu-
dents hoping to complete part of 
their Cegep studies outside of 
Canada.  

The Business Administration pro-
gram received $11,257.50 for ten 
students to complete internships in 
France. Three students from Busi-
ness Administration also received 
$6,997.50 to study for one semes-
ter in Belgium. The Malawi Nursing 
Exchange received $4,320.00 for 6 
students to complete internships in 
Malawi, Africa. Finally, Environ-
ment and Wildlife Management 
received $3,840 for 5 students to 
complete internships in Belize, 
Costa Rica, and Peru. The total 
amount of funding for this program 
was $26,415. 

Les Offices Jeunesse Interna-
tionaux du Québec: 

This office offers funding for credit-
ed projects abroad. This year, the 
above-mentioned Business admin-
istration students were reimbursed 
65% of their airfare with this fund-
ing program. The approximate 
amount of funding was $5,200. 

VCSA & Vanier Foundation: 

The International Education Office 
has collaborated with both these 
offices with the intention to regular-
ize student funding. This year, 
more than 50 students were sup-
ported by these two sources for 
study abroad projects. 

Informing Vanier students about World Malaria Day 

Combat Malaria initiative World Press Freedom Day display 
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Having recently taken over the International 

Education office at Vanier College, I am excit-

ed to see where we are heading over the next 

few years.  We will continue to build our inter-

national reputation through relationships with 

educational facilities worldwide.  Students, 

staff, and faculty will take part in projects 

abroad that allow everyone to gain new per-

spectives and learn about global issues.  We 

will continue to foster our friendships with our 

newer partners in China, as well as our estab-

lished partners in Europe, Africa and Central 

America.  

Our mission, as stated in the 2015-2020 Strategic Plan includes providing an experience to our students 

that will help them “succeed academically and professionally as engaged citizens of the world”. Incorpo-

rating the international and intercultural perspective into everything we do is an integral part of this en-

gagement.  Students will achieve their potential by remaining open to the rest of the world and collabo-

rating with others.  We will continue to be a tolerant and accepting college which celebrates diversity 

through our many local initiatives, and we also promise to support international students and encourage 

their involvement in the College, both inside and outside the classroom. 

To conclude, I would like to thank Judy Macdonald for her many years heading International Education 

and her 42 years at Vanier College overall.  Having recently retired, Judy is handing over a very well 

organized and successful department with a strong presence here and abroad.  She has enhanced Va-

nier’s reputation by making it the first choice for many of our partners, both internal and external, and 

has had a great impact on students and staff throughout the years. 

She will be missed considerably, but will always be part of our Vanier Community. 

 

Alena Perout, Dean of the Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts and Letters 

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 


