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ACTIVITIES IN 2009 — 2010 
I invite you to enjoy our second annual Interna-
tional Education at Vanier College bulletin. As 
you read about the study abroad experiences of 
our students, as you note the range of interna-
tional projects faculty are involved in, and as 
you find out about how international students 
at Vanier have been supported, you will under-
stand to what extent international education is 

becoming important at the College. As our Strategic Plan re-
quires, Vanier is indeed becoming internationalized.  
 
Our work is exciting and has a direct impact on the education of 
our students. The Malawi Study Program is a prime example. 
Seven students travelled to Malawi last summer in order to find 
out firsthand about accessibility to education in Africa.  The Busi-
ness Administration exchange with France is expanding. This 
program, developed by George Dracopoulos, involves welcoming 
students from France as well as organizing internships for our 
students in France. This exchange program has now been ex-
tended to Micropublishing and Hypermedia. The Architectural 
Technology Habitat for Humanity experience in New Orleans 
was overwhelmingly positive with our students helping on con-
struction sites as well as exploring the architecture of that city.  
 
Faculty mobility has increased this year.  Three faculty members 
(Marielle Beauchemin, Philippe Gagné and Sophie Jacmin) trav-
elled to Mexico to work with our Mexican partners on IT issues.  
Humanities teacher Caroline Chwojka travelled to Nicaragua to 
study sustainability and gender issues; she also worked on the 
implementation of International Studies’ Nicaragua Study Pro-
gram next January. Eric Lozowy from Modern Languages will 
travel to St. Petersburg, Russia this summer to arrange future 
study possibilities for Vanier students.  
 
Each year some fifty international students choose to study at 
Vanier. This year several of these students were supported with 
fee exemptions provided by Cégep international. One student, 
Etsuko Chida from Business Administration, won the prestigious 
Bourse d’excellence.  
 
The International Education Office could not achieve what it 
does without the support of our many partners, both internal 
and external. Thank you! In particular, we are grateful for the 
support of the Director General, Gilbert Héroux, the Academic 
Dean, John McMahon and the three Faculty Deans. 
 
Special thanks to Evelyne Foy and her staff at Cégep interna-
tional for their ongoing support.  We would also like to thank 
Brenda Pinsky, travel agent for Garth Allen Marksted Travel, for 
ensuring that our study trips go off flawlessly.      
 
Happy reading! For blogs, more photographs, resources, and 
funding opportunities, I encourage you to visit our website 
www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education. You can also 
join us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter! 
 
Judy Macdonald 
Coordinator, Learning Enrichment and Support Services for Pro-
grams 
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GOALS OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION  
I am so pleased and so impressed with the amount of pro-
gress that has been achieved through the hard work and 
creativity of our colleagues working in International Edu-
cation.  Having been involved for many years in the chal-
lenging world of international projects, I know just how 
complex and time consuming advancing projects can be.  
Judy Macdonald’s staff has shown a level of commitment 
to the task that is second to none in this college.  They 

deserve our full appreciation. 
 
In my note last year, I stated that, as I often respond when I am asked what 
makes Vanier College unique, and despite the fact that I do have a good 
choice of answers, the one thing that always comes to my mind first is the 
exceptional and rich diversity of our student body.  Through their own 
knowledge, or through the cultural inheritance that they have received 
from their families, our students give us a tremendous opportunity to be-
come real citizens of the world. And since I strongly believe that as a col-
lege we need to help our students become global leaders, our commitment 
to facilitating student and staff mobility is a natural objective. Our world is 
too interconnected and the need is too great for us to shy away from this 
responsibility of taking advantage of the diversity within our own walls.  
  
Vanier’s Strategic Plan 2008 – 2013 endorses a strong international pres-
ence at the College. In fact, Goal 8 calls for Vanier to “foster in its students 
a passion for global perspectives and provide them with the skills to enable 
them to work in an ever-changing international community.” To achieve 
this goal, the College envisions various strategies and actions. As an exam-
ple, we are committed to the integration of an international and intercul-
tural dimension into our program.  We ask ourselves how  the process of 
knowledge transfer taking place in our classrooms can be enriched by fo-
cusing on the applicability of that knowledge on a global scale. Another 
specific strategy involves the greater implication of students in interna-
tional internships.  I personally hope that in the future more students will 
be presented with opportunities to learn firsthand about global issues. 
  
The Strategic Plan also calls upon the International Education Office to en-
courage new projects which meet the criteria of Vanier’s policy 
“International Cooperation, Exchanges and Training.” Vanier will only gain 
if its faculty and staff are working with international partners in training 
projects. Vanier’s Language School is a dynamic example of what can be 
accomplished in the provision of second language teaching. Skills and a 
spirit of solidarity are produced with such involvement and my hope is that 
Vanier’s expertise in a number of other domains will be shared on the in-
ternational scene. I am very happy to report that we have continued to 
build our relationship with Malawi, for instance, just as I am truly proud of 
the work that continues to be done through our Business Administration 
Department to expand mutual exchanges with France.  
  
Another goal to which the College is committed is to welcome and support 

the international students who have chosen to study with us.  They have 

expressed their appreciation for the openness of the Vanier community; it 

is on this strong foundation of tolerance and acceptance that I trust that 

the International Education Office, working with its many internal and ex-

ternal partners, will build a strong and positive international presence for 

Vanier College.  

Gilbert Héroux  

Director General  

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-education
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Knowledge from the Warm Heart of Africa 
Last summer, I had the privilege of accompanying seven Vanier College students and 
two staff on a study trip to Malawi, a small landlocked country located in southern 
Africa. The study trip was organized as part of a larger Public Engagement Project 
sponsored by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and imple-
mented by the Vanier International Education Office. This two-year project, entitled 
“Education for All,” was comprised of a series of events and activities, all aimed at 
increasing awareness throughout the College about access to education in sub-
Saharan Africa.  
 

The goals of the trip were to enable students to learn about education in Malawi by 
observing and participating in Malawian classrooms and by experiencing daily life in a 
typical African village. Upon their return to Canada, the students gave presentations 
based on their experiences and newly acquired firsthand knowledge throughout the 
college and in local high schools. Doug Miller, a retired Vanier staff member, was our 
trip leader and liaison to Makupo Village, which hosted us and served as a place 
where we could conduct research.  Doug’s wife Nellie is originally from Makupo, and 
this village is the center of Doug’s development projects. 
 

A Warm Welcome to Village Life 
After a nearly three-day journey, the Vanier group arrived in Makupo Village, in the 
northern Malawian district of Kasungu, on a sunny Friday afternoon in June. Much to 
our surprise, our vehicle was greeted by almost every member of the small commu-
nity. The women and children of the village ran up to us, singing, and then began hug-
ging us, while the men of the village introduced themselves and shook everyone’s 
hands. This unexpected, yet well received, greeting was the first step towards feeling 
completely comfortable and at ease in Makupo.  For several weeks we lived in the 
villagers’ homes, ate the meals they cooked, conversed with the adults and played 
games with the children. Makupo Village became our new home.  
 

Over the next month, the Vanier students observed lessons, offered assistance and 
participated in the classrooms of one of three local, rural Malawian schools located 
just across the road from our village: Chilanga Primary School, Chilanga Community 
Day Secondary School and the Chilanga School for the Blind. By stepping into the 
shoes of Malawian students and teachers, the Vanier group learned firsthand about 
what it is like to be part of the education system in a country as economically poor as 
Malawi. The students learned about the challenges and hardships faced by so many 
students: poverty, HIV/AIDS and gender inequality. They also observed the countless 
strengths of the inspirational teachers in Malawi, who created exciting and informa-
tive lessons for their students in the face of a severely underfunded  school system 
with limited teaching resources.  
 

When they weren’t in classrooms, the Vanier students were conducting research in 
several other ways. They interviewed students and teachers, learning about their per-
sonal stories, struggles and dreams; they interviewed policy makers, as well as com-
munity and religious leaders, to learn about how educational curriculuma are devel-
oped and how policies are implemented. They also visited several NGOs and grass-
roots organizations, a high school for wealthy and elite Africans and a UNICEF school 
under construction.  They toured a hospital, an AIDS orphanage, and several 
neighbouring villages. Each visit enhanced the overall experience by exposing our 
group to the many dimensions of life in sub-Saharan Africa and, most especially, to 
the lives of those who are not privileged with the many advantages we possess in our 
part of the world.  

MALAWI STUDY PROGRAM 
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The Vanier group made several contributions to the community and schools while we were 
there. By collecting used pens, pencils, books and school supplies from the College, we were 
able to contribute much-needed resources to the students and teachers of the schools in which 
we worked. The group also brought five used laptop computers installed with educational soft-
ware to the small library of the secondary school, and contributed many hours to showing the 
teachers at the school how to use them. We brought 1,000 sheets of Braille paper to the Chi-
langa School for the Blind, which was acquired for us through the Montreal Association for the 
Blind. The Vanier group engaged in a tree planting activity, planting trees around the borders of 
Makupo Village (to help offset our enormous carbon emissions through transportation to Ma-
lawi) and a few of the group members worked towards setting up a support group for the 
young women of the village, addressing gender issues.  
 

Transnational Bonds and Unlikely Friendships  
There are several obvious benefits a study trip of this nature brings to both the Vanier group as 
well as our Malawian counterparts. The Vanier students gained a unique educational opportu-
nity through the chance to learn firsthand about many social, development and gender issues 
they would otherwise only read about in books. The experience they gained conducting re-
search and writing post-trip reports will prove to be an invaluable contribution to their future 
academic and career pursuits. Furthermore, the experience of living and working in an environ-
ment so different from one’s own helps put things into perspective by seeing the world in a 
new way. For the Malawians, accommodating foreigners helps to provide a much-needed 
source of income for Makupo Village, which subsists largely on the returns from agricultural 
work. Vanier College benefits in several ways as well: through the strengthening of our partner-
ships with communities and institutions in another country, many academic departments at the 
College benefit from the knowledge acquired by the students through multimedia presenta-
tions, visual displays, formal reports and website entries.  
 

The most impactful experience, however, for both the Canadians and the Malawians, was that 
everyone benefitted from the simple pleasures derived from meeting and getting to know peo-
ple whose lives are considerably different than their own. Out of this experience, we all came 
to learn that, despite the obvious differences created by race, nationality and income,  individu-
als around the world are not that different from each other after all. The relationships forged 
between the Vanier group and the people of Makupo Village were incredibly strong and mean-
ingful, and have also proven to be long-lasting. Since their return, the students have worked 
hard to keep the channels of interaction alive — by creating a pen-pal program between Vanier 
College students and the students of the Chilanga Secondary School, by starting up a scholar-
ship fund for needy Malawian students, and by sending letters and photographs to their friends 
in Malawi.  
 

One of the greatest lessons learnt from the trip was the importance of reciprocity in develop-
ment work; work that is not based on the implications of superiority of one party over another. 
We learned that we could gain as much from our experience as we were able to contribute. 
The experience helped us to see our counterparts in underprivileged parts of the world as our 
equals, valuing the knowledge and hospitality that was given to us by Malawians during our 
time in their country.  
 
Melanie Hadida 
International Projects Officer 
International Education Office 
(514) 744 7500 ext. 7637 
hadidam@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
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THE STUDY TRIP EXPERIENCE 

VANIER EDUCATION FOR ALL  

Cathy Bernard 
Before I went to Malawi, I stated that: “Helping someone with a sincere heart 
brings the greatest joy.” Indeed, these words became reality in my life every 
single day I spent there. Even though I am from Haiti, in Malawi I felt at 
home.  On a personal level, Malawi confirms how much individuals from the 
Caribbean are linked to Africa. Malawian dances, food and ways of life were 
in some way a déjà vu for me. I will never regret the day I decided to go to 
Malawi. No matter where one is from, deep down we are all the same and 
we share the same needs and face challenges.  

Katherine Poirier 
Malawians are some of the kindest, most warm-hearted people I have ever met.  I found it 
admirable that with so little, they still knew how to laugh, how to love and how to enjoy life. I 
learnt that it is my duty as a global citizen to neither underestimate the lack of resources or 
the issues that are prevalent in Malawi, nor to paint a portrait of a disease and poverty-
stricken country. I need to put forth the idea that Malawi has both its strengths and weak-
nesses, and that Canadians can learn just as much from people in this developing country as 
they can from us.   

Victoria Slodki 
My experience in Malawi was indeed difficult, but it allowed me the chance to 
open my eyes to harsh facts. Instead of allowing a sense of helplessness to wash 
over me when faced with these realities, I chose to look beyond them. In our 
society, we tend to choose the path of least resistance. Create your own path – 
create change. We must aim for what we want to accomplish and never lower 
our standards, whether the goal is to see the world, or simply to become a 
teacher and better one’s life and the life of one’s family. 

Jen Barbato 
Going to Malawi was my first international travelling experience, and it was a 
huge one. It was my first time flying and I was not scared. My first time on an-
other continent and I felt at ease. My first time completely immersed in a new 
culture and I felt welcome. Of course, there were many things that I could not 
immediately absorb or understand — and may never entirely comprehend. This 
project opened my mind to so many new things and so many new people. I in-
terviewed a teacher on his life history, learned about the food from people in 
the village, worked in a secondary school surrounded by students, travelled to 
different parts of the country meeting new people, and more. Everything that 
we did, everything that I experienced, involved the kindness of the people of 
Malawi. 
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Sarah Lone 
Throughout my experience in the Education for All Project, I wondered if the Malawi trip was 
selfish.  We were warmly welcomed into the village.  We ate Malawian food, took part in 
Malawian customs and developed many friendships.  Could we possibly replicate the gener-
osity of the Malawians?  I discovered that yes, we could.  Simply taking part in daily activities 
and sharing common experiences were very positive.  Malawians were happy to show us 
their development projects, and took delight in the fact that we were interested in local ini-
tiatives.  My experiences reaffirmed the importance of solidarity. Solidarity projects encour-
age individuals to become part of a global network of actively engaged citizens of the world, 
which I believe is the highlight of any international development experience. 
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Cari Clough, Study Trip Supervisor 
This trip changed the view of Africa that had been cultivated in me since my youth.  I did 
not see a land full of victims in need of saving.  I saw a population of hopeful, capable 
people who are still standing strong despite centuries of abuse at the hands of other 
continents.  While I was in Malawi, the “Africa” I grew up with felt very far away; this had 
to do with being far removed from western culture and its (mis)representations.  As I 
wrote in my Malawi journal during my visit, “The Africa myth perpetuated in western 
popular culture and media is a representation of a reality, but walking around here, my 
sense is that the perspective of that representation was not informed by actual Afri-
cans.”  

Dale Robinson, Study Trip Photographer 
I have always believed that it is important to open our eyes to life.  Too many of us think 
that we are seeing, but in fact we are not!  By becoming more aware, we can better under-
stand, appreciate, and criticize this world that we live in.  I spent only 25 days in Malawi, 
“The Warm Heart of Africa,” but my experience was extremely intense, thought-provoking, 
and inspiring.   
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Audrey Vanasse 
Before leaving for Malawi, I felt so completely positive that I was as emotionally strong and 
sturdy as a brick wall; I thought I could go through this learning experience and come out un-
scathed and unchanged.  But I was wrong.  The people and students I met, my fellow group 
members and the village I came to love so much revolutionized me and rearranged my priorities 
and values in a way I never thought possible. I learned from these remarkable individuals that I 
have absolutely no excuse for not succeeding and thriving as a person or as a woman.  I realized 
my duty to cherish the importance of my education—because with this education I can now 
change the world. 

James Arruda 
In Africa, I felt very relaxed and able to put pieces together in order to better understand myself. 
From primary to secondary school, you are taught many things. What I experienced during those 
three weeks in Malawi became knowledge — real knowledge that was stronger than anything 
that I had acquired throughout my 12 years in the educational system. I didn’t just learn the defi-
nition of financially poor, I saw it. I didn’t just learn the definition of ambition, I saw perseverant 
fire in young students’ eyes. I didn’t just learn the definition of happiness, I saw and felt the most 
pure and basic pleasures of life. I would never exchange those three weeks, neither for fame nor 
fortune! 



 

VANIER EDUCATION FOR ALL  
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROJECT 

The purpose of the Education for All Project was to raise awareness among youth about ac-
cess to education in sub-Saharan Africa, with a particular focus on education for girls.  After 
returning from Malawi, student leaders gave presentations about education and their experi-
ences in Africa at Vanier and in local high schools, engaging students in the fight to achieve 
universal primary education. 

NAME THAT PHOTO! 

DISPLAYS 

EDUCATION FOR ALL WEEK 2009 

In September, the International Education Office set up a 
display of photos taken in Malawi and engaged students in 
a contest to give them titles.  Over 50 individuals actively 
participated by examining the photos, reflecting  on how 
they represented life in sub-Saharan Africa, and submitting 
suggestions for appropriate titles.  Congratulations to the 
14 contest winners! 

Throughout the year, several displays per-
taining to the Education for All Project 
were put up in the College.  They all had a 
variety of photos to illustrate facts of life in 
sub-Saharan Africa and they encouraged 
all members of the Vanier community to 
get involved with the Education for All Pro-
ject. 

Growing Up Naked: The Untold  
Stories of Children at War 

McAnthony Keah discussed the life stories 
of former child soldiers of western Africa.  
He showed that it is how individuals re-
spond to difficult times — and what they 
make out of these situations — that defines 
their lives. 

This year, the International Education Office celebrated Education for All Week in conjunction with the Social Science 
Festival Week.  This collaboration led to more students being engaged in the Education for All activities. 

Families of the World: Travels into the Heart of Humanity 
Hélène Tremblay, author of the “The Families of the World Collection,” shared her experiences living 
with families around the world through stunning photographs.  She spoke about the commonalities 
that exist among all cultures, touching on themes such as education, human nature and peace.  This 
presentation was co-sponsored by the I.B. Sciences Program. 
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Malawi Vernissage 
Photographer Dale Kevin Robinson, from the Com-
munications: Art, Media and Theatre Department, 
was inspired and deeply touched by his experience 
in Malawi, where he documented the Education for 
All project.  He shared his experiences in Malawi 
with the Vanier community in his vernissage “25 
Days in the Warm Heart of Africa.” 
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In February 2010, the International Education Office held a fundraiser for 
CANFAR (Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research).  Packages with condoms 
and information about HIV/AIDS were sold in an effort to raise awareness 
about the prevention of HIV/AIDS.  
 
Jayner Madrid, a participant on the 2008 Vanier AIDS Action in Africa Study Trip to Malawi, 
running the CANFAR kiosk. 

VANIER AIDS ACTION IN AFRICA SPIRIT CONTINUES 

PRESENTATIONS 

The seven student leaders who travelled to Malawi made presen-
tations in classrooms at Vanier and in various high schools 
throughout the year.  Additionally, the students who spent time 
at the Chilanga  School for the Blind made a presentation about 
being visually impaired in Malawi to students of the Philip E. 
Layton School for the Blind.  Over 1200 students were reached 
through these presentations.  

The presentations informed students not only about education in Malawi, but also about life in rural sub-Saharan Africa.  
The students spoke about their experiences in the schools they visited, making sure to highlight the significant achieve-
ments of the Malawian teachers and administrators who are dedicated to improving the education system in Malawi.  The 
presentations also covered the influence of religion, gender and politics on education.   The students were always culturally 
sensitive when making these presentations, and they emphasized solidarity, not charity.  The students also took part in two 
panels, including one about gender and education in Malawi.   

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION CELEBRATION 

In April 2010,  the International Education Celebration hon-
oured Vanier staff, students and faculty who have supported 
the Office’s initiatives. Participants in all ongoing projects, as 
well as finalists and winners of the Education for All Essay 
Competition, were recognized at this event. 
There were several fundraisers to support the following initia-
tives: the  Vanier Cheetahs AAA Women’s Basketball Trip to 
Cuba, Business Administration internships in France, Architec-
tural Technology's Habitat for Humanity Build in New Orleans, 
and the International Studies Nicaragua Study Project.  
The event reaffirmed that the Vanier College community is 
committed to offering sustained support to Canada’s role in 
international cooperation via its International Education Of-
fice. 
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

STUDENT CLASSROOM EXCHANGES 

We are proud of the work that has been accomplished in the area of International Education. As we enter 
our sixth year, we pause to appreciate some of the milestones from the various growing programs that we 
run:  

Over 200 French students have been integrated into Vanier classes since 2005  

22 Vanier students have completed internships in France since 2007  

Over 26 French interns have been hosted by local companies since 2007  

Vanier’s homegrown full-time program will accommodate 22 students in 2010 with the goal of 30-35 in 
2011. 

Business Administration has two separate student ex-

change programs. We have developed a full-time pro-

gram which enables us to integrate students into 

Vanier College classes exclusively (22 students in 

2010). We also work in partnership with Cégep André- 

Laurendeau to provide a bilingual program which en-

ables students from France to complete half of their 

courses in French and the other half in English at 

Vanier (30 students in 2010). Both of these exchange 

programs are supported by Vanier’s Language School. 

BUSINESS ADMINSTRATION EXCHANGES By George Dracopoulos 

In September,  we organized a crash course on 

Canadian football for the exchange students. 

Teachers and students helped our visitors un-

derstand the game through basic lessons and a 

short scrimmage. After the practice these stu-

dents were brought to the Vanier Cheetahs’ 

home opener.  
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STUDENT INTERNSHIP/STAGE EXCHANGES 

In 2010, we continued to develop 

ties with IUTs (Instituts universi-

taires de technologie) in France and 

we signed new partnership agree-

ments with the IUT of Velizy and the 

IUT of Troyes. Last summer, I trav-

elled to France to meet with poten-

tial partners, to expand the Business 

Administration model, and to create 

links to replicate the model for 

other departments within Vanier 

College. All of these goals were met; 

we now have 52 students attending 

classes in Business Administration 

and a new pilot project composed of 

12 students has been established in 

the Micropublishing and Hyperme-

dia department (with the strong 

support of Bruce Norton).   The 

doors are open for additional part-

nerships and I am confident that in 

2011 we will create some new links. 

This year, four students from Business Administration completed 

internships in France: Jitesh Patel, Marie-Hélène Dumont, Yvonne 

Magno and Darren Shield. Business Administration students have 

the opportunity to intern in France thanks to George Dracopou-

los’ work in forging partnerships abroad and organizing fundrais-

ers to support the internship program. This year’s students are 

also particularly grateful to Stefan Kuch, their stage supervisor, 

who has worked hard to make the stage exchanges a success.  

The students were strongly supported by a grant from Cégep in-

ternational and by the work of the International Education Office. 

DEVELOPING NEW  
PARTNERSHIPS AND  

EXTENDING LINKS: VANIER 
COLLEGE WITH IUTs IN 

FRANCE 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Marie-Hélène Dumont worked at the Belfort 
Novotel Hotel/Convention Center. She 
worked in the 
head office com-
pleting tasks in 
various areas of 
operations, in-
cluding accounting, marketing, sales and 
events.  The hotel hosts all major events in 
Belfort, a town of about 60,000 inhabitants. 

Yvonne Magno and Darren Shield were on a project management 
team at a local community centre. As a result of their greatly appre-
ciated contributions, a new community recreation centre will have a 
Canadian theme.  
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Jitesh Patel completed his internship as an event 

planner in Belfort, France where he worked on 

the Festival International du Musique Universi-

taire (FIMU). 



 

VANIER WUSC 
WUSC AT VANIER 

 

World University Service of Canada (WUSC) is a pan-
Canadian organization that deals with issues of social 
justice. Our goal is to raise awareness on various issues 
of social justice and then take informed action.  We 
aim to engage the student body and we encourage 
students to join us in taking action.  We also fundraise 
for several social causes for developing nations.  We 
cover a variety of different issues, including: Environ-
mental Issues, Poverty and Economic Justice, Women's 
Issues and Fair Trade. 

-Sarah Lone, Jen Barbato, James Arruda, Kavi Velau-
thapillai and Dimitri Patrinos, WUSC-Vanier Executives 
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2009 — 2010 EVENTS 
During the 2009 — 2010 academic year, WUSC took part in over 35 events.  
Highlights of the year included running a Reverse Trick-or-Treating event to 
promote fair trade and participating in a global campaign to give leaders a 
“Wake Up Call” regarding the pressing need to taking action on climate 
change.  WUSC Vanier also sent two delegates to WUSC’s Annual General As-
sembly, where the delegates forged connections with other WUSC local com-
mittees.  WUSC organized Vanier’s first ever International Development Week 
at Vanier College.  The week included a banner-making kick-off event, a sym-
posium entitled “Development Alternatives in a Fragile World,” a “Marry Fair 
Trade Event,” a water bottle awareness campaign and a Valentine’s Day Fair 
Trade event.    



 

VANIER WUSC 

Goals 
The collaboration between the International Education Office and the 
Vanier WUSC Local Committee arose because both have similar values, in 
that they are trying to engage youth to make a difference in the world 
around them. 
International Education Support During Events 
The International Education Office provides moral support and advice to 
WUSC during special events, and has also assisted WUSC in running success-
ful events. For instance, Melanie Hadida, International Projects Officer, con-
tacted teachers to invite them to bring their classes to WUSC’s symposium 
during International Development Week.  This resulted in large crowds for 
the Sweatshop Fashion Show, the Sustainable Business Panel, the Fair Trade 
Presentation, and the Third World Debt Presentation.   
International Education Perspective 
Melanie Hadida talks about the link between the International Education 
Office and the WUSC Local Committee: “The International Education Office 
has been delighted to work alongside WUSC during this past year to intro-
duce important development issues to Vanier students and staff.  Through 
our collaborative efforts, we have implemented many dynamic events and 
activities aimed at creating interest in and enthusiasm for international de-
velopment among the Vanier community.”   

COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
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OUTCOME OF THE PROJECT: A NEW STUDENT STUDY PROGRAM  
In collaboration with the Social Science: International Studies Major, the International Education Office is orga-
nizing a fieldtrip to Nicaragua in January 2011. The focus of this trip is for International Studies students to gain 
firsthand experience with issues pertaining to gender, development, the environment and social justice. 
 
The Nicaragua Study Project offers students an opportunity to experience life in a rural community in northwest-
ern Nicaragua. While living with local families, students will take part in community projects, workshops and fam-
ily activities.  Vanier College students and faculty will travel to Nicaragua for 3 weeks. The group will stay in a 
welcoming village about 200 kilometers from Managua, the capital city.  

EXPLORING INTERCULTURAL RELATIONS IN  
NICARAGUA: WOMEN AND SUSTAINABLE  

DEVELOPMENT 
In January 2010, Caroline Chwojka, a Humanities teacher for the 
Women’s Studies and International Studies Programs, visited several 
communities in Nicaragua, Central America. The goal of this project was 
for her to learn about gender and sustainable development at the 
grassroots level. She met with Maritza Andino Mendoza  from the El 
Fondo Para El Equilibrio organization to learn about how microfinancing 
can contribute to female empowerment.  Through several homestays 
and a meeting with a female mayor, Caroline enriched her understand-
ing of global issues.  She acquired knowledge of the obstacles faced by 
women in Central America and has incorporated this information into 
her “Gender and World Views,"  “Contrasting Views of Knowledge” and 
"Ethics of Globalization" courses.  She also shared her lesson plans with 
faculty members at Leon University in Nicaragua.  This project was 
funded by Cégep international.  
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Chris Hall, Coordinator of the Language School, travelled to 
Egypt in January 2010 as a guest of Cairo University and an af-
filiated training company, TMA Egypt, to make a presentation 
about Vanier’s Environmental and Wildlife Management Pro-
gram at the First International Conference on Sustainable and 
Green Tourism. Since his visit, Chris has continued to work with 
TMA Egypt (www.tmaegypt.com).  TMA Egypt is interested in 
working with Vanier College to offer our programs, but in a 
short-term, modified form, in Cairo.  Some of these programs 
include Business English, Nursing, and Environmental and Wild-
life Management.  

PARTNERSHIP WITH SCHOOLS IN EGYPT 

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT WITH UNAM 
Last October, three Vanier teachers travelled to Mexico City to attend the 
SOMECE (International Symposium on Information Technology in the Class-
room) organized by the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). 
The SOMECE, which celebrated its 25th year of existence in 2009, is an inter-
national symposium on the use of IT in the classroom at all levels of educa-
tion, from elementary school to graduate studies.  
 
In this context, Vanier’s recent ITC (Information Technology in the Class-
room) projects brought a rich and unique perspective to the Symposium’s 
program. On October 19th, Marielle Beauchemin (Micropublishing and Hy-
permedia) started the Vanier presentations by sharing the fruit of her doc-
toral research which focused on the hybrid online courses offered at Vanier; 
Philippe Gagné (French) followed with a talk on a problem-solving approach 
to virtual teaching within an online course comprising of synchronous and 
asynchronous work periods; finally, Sophie Jacmin (Humanities) presented 
her virtual team-teaching experience with Cégep de Sept-Iles, a pilot project 
in existence since 2006.  
 
The largely Mexican audience was charmed by the rigorous and creative 
presentations, but also by the geography of Quebec, skillfully explained by 
Marielle during her introduction. Our cultural and geographical differences 
led to interesting conversations. Some professors even expressed an interest 
in meeting as a virtual community. 
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http://www.tmaegypt.com


 

DANISH MUSIC EXCHANGE 

Trip to Denmark 
In March 2010, five students accompanied by one teacher from the Music 
and Song Techniques Program travelled to Abenraa, Denmark.  These stu-
dents gave concerts and participated in workshops at the Deutches Gym-
nasium für Nordchleswig. Vanier Music students also showcased the 
Vanier College Music Program by performing at the Canadian Embassy in 
Copenhagen. In April 2011, students from Denmark will travel to Vanier 
College to participate in a joint concert with Vanier College ensembles and 
attend the 40th anniversary Big Band Benefit Concert.  Special thanks to 
Cégep international for funding this exchange! 
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A Continued Success 

 
The Language School at Vanier College continues to 
expand its course offerings in order to meet the 
needs of both international and local students who 
wish to improve their English and French skills. 
 
This summer, students will be able to study in a 
wide variety of courses: 
 
Full-time courses: 

 
English for Academic Purposes 
Summer English Intensive for Teens, 13-15 
Summer Basic French 

 
Part-time courses: 

 
English Oral and Written Communication 
French Communication 
Academic Writing for Teens 
Academic Writing Skills 

 
The Language School also hopes to welcome groups 
of students this summer and is willing to collaborate 
with other institutions that would like to take ad-
vantage of the school’s academic expertise. 
 
Students always appreciate Vanier’s multicultural 
environment and enjoy the fact that English (or 
French) becomes the common language in the 
classroom. 
 
Contact information for the Language School: 

T: 514-744-7897 

E: languageschool@vaniercollege.qc.ca  

THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
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ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY 

On May 31st 2010, ten Vanier students and three staff members left for a ten-day 

Habitat for Humanity Collegiate Challenge in New Orleans, Louisiana. These sec-

ond year students from the Architectural Technology Program participated in this 

humanitarian venture to build houses for the victims of Hurricane Katrina, which 

hit Louisiana on August 29th, 2005. During the first week of the trip, the Vanier 

group stayed at Camp Hope, a volunteer ‘base camp’ located in St. Bernard Parish, 

and spent three days working at various Habitat for Humanity construction sites. 

The students were able to participate in a handover ceremony, where a family 

that lost its home during Katrina was presented with its rebuilt house.  The trip 

concluded with the group moving to the French Quarter for a few days of archi-

tecture-based study, education and sight-seeing. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD IN NEW ORLEANS 
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STAFF TEACHING & LEARNING 

NURSING  

On Friday April 30th, Vanier College 
hosted a Nursing conference entitled 
"Cultural Competence and Nursing 
Education in the Global Community." 
Over 250 students and staff from 
Vanier College, McGill University and 
other anglophone cégeps participated 
in the day's events. Participants at-
tended workshops, activities and dy-
namic, fascinating guest lectures all 
aimed at promoting cultural compe-
tence and understanding pertaining to 
nursing, health care and global coop-
eration.  

Our special guests included Dr. Address Malata and Regina Mo-
solomba from the Kamuzu College of Nursing in Malawi.  Funding 
from Cégep international made it possible for them to attend and 
participate as guest speakers in the conference. 
 
The Nursing Conference Committee would like to thank everyone 
who helped make this event a success!  

NURSING CONFERENCE 

Nursing faculty Melodie Hicks and Michelina Catallozzi par-
ticipated in a faculty mobility project funded by Cégep in-
ternational and the Vanier College International Education 
Office. The two Nursing teachers travelled to Malawi for 
two weeks in August 2009 to share their expertise and 
learn about how nurses are educated at the University of 
Malawi’s Kamuzu College of Nursing.  The international link 
has now been made with Kamuzu College, so the possibility 
for student exchanges in the future can be explored.  
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THEARA LY 
Architectural Technology 
2009 Winner of the Exemptions 
de droits de scolarité 
Theara, who is Cambodian, 
spent three months in the Lan-
guage School at Vanier College 
before deciding to apply to the 
Architectural Technology Pro-
gram at Vanier.  He affirms, “I’m 
proud of myself that I really suc-
ceeded in getting into the pro-
gram after my first attempt. My 
family and I really appreciate 
that Cégep international is offer-
ing to support me and all inter-
national students as a whole.” 
 
 

TATYANA LI  
Business Administration 
2009 Winner of the Ex-
emptions de droits de 
scolarité 
Tatyana came to Canada 
to study English at Vanier 
College’s Language 
School.  After realizing 
what an opportunity it 
was to study internation-
ally, she dedicated her-
self to improving her Eng-
lish. Tatyana says, “I 
achieved my goal and [I] 
have been accepted to 
*Vanier’s+ Business Ad-
ministration Program.” 
 
 

BERTHA DEL  
MILAGRO ZAPATA 
Early Childhood Education 
2009 Winner of the Exemptions 
de droits de scolarité 
The international student fees 
that Bertha was paying every 
semester took a great toll on 
her.  She had to work while 
studying, and her academic 
performance suffered.  Upon 
learning about the Cégep inter-
national bursary, Bertha was 
determined to apply.  Bertha 
says the award “will now help 
[her] successfully graduate, 
and thus bring [her] one step 
closer to achieving [her] life 
goals.”   

THI HONG HOA 
VUONG 
Business Administration 
2009 Winner of the Exemp-
tions de droits de scolarité 
Growing up in Vietnam, it was 
Thi’s dream to study abroad.  
This dream is now a reality, 
and Thi is a Vanier student in  
the Business Management 
Program.  After graduating 
from Vanier College, she plans 
to pursue her studies in uni-
versity and then find a job in 
her field.  Since the bursary 
waives the very high interna-
tional student fees, she says, 
“with this scholarship I can 
concentrate on my studies 
easily.” 

ETSUKO CHIDA 
Business Administration 
2009 Winner of the Bourse d’excellence 
Etsuko is completing her diploma in Accounting and Management 
Technology.  After graduation, she plans to study Accounting at 
university and then “get an accountant license to work in the field 
where [she] could use [her] knowledge of accounting and lan-
guage skills.”  Her dream job is to work abroad for a multinational 
company. Etsuko is thankful that the scholarship allows her to fo-
cus on her academic career, as she believes this academic focus is 
essential to her future success.   

BURSARIES & SCHOLARSHIPS 

TIEN DAT LE 
Micropublishing and Hyperme-
dia Technology 
2009 Winner of the Exemptions 
de droits de scolarité 
Tien Dat is a Vietnamese stu-
dent who says, “I have loved 
graphical designs since I began 
using the internet.”  He enjoys 
photography and editing his 
photos.  His eye for design has 
made him appreciate website 
configuration.  Tien Dat is very 
grateful for the fee waiver.  He 
was also thrilled to hear that he 
has been selected to receive a 
Bourse d’excellence next year.   
 
 

 

Jennifer Joseph, International Mobility Officer, helps international students apply for Cégep international bursaries and scholar-
ships. The Bourse d’excellence is awarded on the basis of academic achievement, community involvement and financial need.  
Recipients of this award receive a tuition waiver and $15,000 annually for up to three years. The Exemptions de droits de scolarité 
pour étudiants étrangers is a tuition fee waiver awarded to students with high academic achievement, community involvement 
and financial need.  It is granted for a one year period, though it can be renewed.   



 

STUDENT TRIP TO BERLIN & PRAGUE 

Eric Lozowy, who teaches Russian and is Coordinator of the Modern 
Languages Department, is negotiating a potential partnership be-
tween St. Petersburg State University and Vanier College. Cégep in-
ternational is providing funds for Eric to visit Russia in order to de-
velop the partnership.  When he travels to St. Petersburg in July, he 
will visit the university’s facilities, meet with teachers and adminis-
trators, investigate possible accommodations and consider potential 
cultural activities for students.  He plans to develop the framework 
for a five-week student placement program at the University’s Rus-
sian Language and Culture Institute. St. Petersburg State University 
was chosen because of its reputation, location and resources.  
   
The goals of this project are to increase student mobility opportuni-
ties and promote the Slavic Studies Major, the Modern Languages 
Department, and Vanier College, both locally and internationally. In 
the long-term, this project will help Vanier College to build an inter-
national presence on campus and increase employability for stu-
dents in this discipline by acquiring advanced Russian language skills.  

Rhys Adams, Vanier Physics teacher, is organizing a student trip to Berlin and 
Prague through EF Tours (Educational First Tours).  The trip is open to students 
from all programs. The eight day tour of Berlin and Prague will take place during 
the 2011 March break. Highlights will include visits to Brandenburg Gate, Kur-
furstendamm, remains of the Berlin Wall, Checkpoint Charlie Museum, St. Vitus 
Cathedral, the Golden Lane, and the Museum of Communism. 

PARTNERSHIP WITH ST. PETERSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY 

It’s not too late to register!   

 

If you are interested in participating, please visit the In-
ternational Education website or contact Jennifer Joseph, 

International Mobility Officer.  The deadline to apply is 
November 30th, 2010. 
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MICROPUBLISHING AND HYPERMEDIA VISIT TO 
TORONTO 
In November 2009, third year students in the Office Systems Technol-
ogy: Micropublishing and Hypermedia Program traveled to Toronto to 
participate in the Design City Show and a day-long Adobe InDesign 
seminar given by renowned New York City guru Sandee Cohen. Cohen, 
who has been working in the field since the 70s, almost at the birth of 
personal computers, has written numerous books including her most 
recent text, From Design Into Print: Preparing Graphics and Text for 
Professional Printing. 
Students benefited from the experience and expertise of "InDesigners" 
from across Canada and the northern United States, which will help 
them as they prepare for their internships and create their portfolios.   

STUDENT MOBILITY  

COMPUTER SCIENCE STUDENT  
RECEIVES FUNDING TO STUDY ABROAD 

IN FRANCE 
Congratulations to Ming-Ju 
Lin, a Computer Science 
Technology student who 
received the “Bourse de 
court séjour” from Cégep 
international.  This bursary 
goes toward his six-month 
study trip in France, where he is taking credited 
courses and doing an internship.   

MODERN LANGUAGES STUDENT EXCHANGE TO GERMANY By Gisela Mutter 

THE LIBERAL ARTS AND HONOURS SCIENCE 
NEW YORK CITY TRIP By Rhys Adams 
April 9th - 11th, 2010: This year's Honours Science and Liberal Arts 
trip to New York City occurred under blue skies and warm 
weather. After our arrival Friday afternoon, we wandered through 
the streets of Manhattan to the Museum of Modern Art followed 
by some sightseeing in Times Square, the Empire State Building 
and Madison Square Gardens. Saturday began with a walk through 
Central Park and a visit to the Metropolitan Museum. In the after-
noon, some visited the United Nations headquarters while others 
window-shopped along 5th Avenue enjoying the weather. The eve-
ning saw some groups visit Greenwich Village, while many others 
hung out at Times Square enjoying either a comedy or a Broadway 
show. Finally on Sunday, we visited the Guggenheim Museum and 
spent our last moments picnicking in Central Park. We returned to 
Vanier tired and happy; another successful trip to the Big Apple! 

May 29th - June 22nd, 2010:  The Modern Languages Department is excited that Vanier students, 
together with students from Collège Ahuntsic, are participating in an exchange with students from 
Germany. Six Vanier students — all students of German – left on May 29th for Berlin, where they 
stayed in a rented apartment for one week.  Besides exploring the cultural treasures of Berlin, the 
students also participated in a week-long intensive German language course.  Leaving the excite-
ment of the metropolitan city behind, the group of students then travelled south by train to the 
picturesque university city of Freiburg, in the beautiful Black Forest area.  This is where the ex-
change of the trip unfolded as our Canadian students lived with families of German students of the 
Rotteck-Gymnasium in Freiburg in Breisgau, allowing for an intense 
immersion of the German language and culture.  While in Freiburg, 

the group participated in several organized excursions, among them a visit to Basil, a Swiss border town, 
and to Strasbourg in France. 
 

The trip was a great success, and the participants are now looking forward to September, when the Ger-
man students will come to Montreal and stay with them and their families to experience Quebec culture. 
 

The exchange program, which since 2002 has been successfully organized by Alain Forget, Coordinator of 
the Modern Languages Department of Collège Ahuntsic, has received generous funding from the Minis-
try of Education, Leisure and Sports (MELS), and we hope that this financial support will continue. 
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