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Premier Violinist Tara Montour to perform in 

Benefit Concert on March 28th in Support 

Indigenous Students at Vanier 

 
A benefit concert will be held on 

March 28th 2018 at Vanier with all 

proceeds going to a scholarship 

for Indigenous students studying 

at the college. The scholarship 

will be overseen by the Vanier 

College Foundation. 

 

The concert will feature a piece 

of music composed by Vanier 

music graduate, violinist Tara 

Louise Montour, who is originally 

from Kahnawake and currently 

resides in the United States. Tara 

Montour is considered North America’s foremost Aboriginal 

violinist. The content of the concert will include a piece composed 

by Ms. Montour entitled “Farewell to the Warriors,” which is based 

on a Chippewa song by Quebec composer Régent Levasseur. A 

small chamber orchestra composed of current Vanier music 

students will accompany Ms. Montour.  

 

“At Vanier we are extremely committed to ensuring the success of 

Indigenous students along with their fellow peers. This event is one 

way to highlight the exceptional skills of our music students while 

raising awareness of Indigenous students both past and present 

who have chosen to study at Vanier College,” said John McMahon. 
 

 

 

The concert is open to the public and will be taking place at 7:30 

p.m. in the Vanier College Auditorium (A-103) located at 865 Ste. 

Croix Avenue.  

 

Tickets cost $10 and can be purchased at the door or by visiting F-

224.  

 

Marguerite Corriveau Vanier Communications 
 

Call for Vanier College 50th Anniversary celebration ideas 

 

In August 2020, Vanier will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

Since it first opened its doors in 1970, more than 200,000 students 

have studied at Vanier.  If you have ideas or suggestions of projects 

or events to help celebrate Vanier’s 50th, please send them to me 

at beckerd@vanier.college.  

 
Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 

 

Referral Form: Early Alert Support 
 
The Early Alert Support referral form is available online for 

teachers to refer at-risk students to the Academic Success Advisor.  

Teachers are encouraged to fill out the online referral form as soon 

as it becomes noticeable that a student is likely to fail and requires 

support beyond help understanding course content.   

 

Referred students will be invited to meet with the Academic 

Success Advisor, who will work with students, or refer them to the 

relevant resource(s), and follow up to help ensure the student 

receives the necessary support.   
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Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you want further 

information: extension 7568 or cloughc@vanier.college.  

 

Referral form: Early Alert Support: 

https://goo.gl/forms/k2MxXEMbkFwjVXyd2  

 
Cari Clough, Tutoring and Academic Success Centre, E-308 

 

Holocaust and Genocide Commemoration Service   

 
We will be having our annual Commemoration Service, which will 

be held on Wednesday, April 11th at 12:00 in the Boardroom.  

 

Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) usually follows the 

Jewish calendar and so, the date fluctuates from year to year, but 

this year, our Commemoration Service actually falls on Yom 

Hashoah!   

 

We would like to modernize the commemoration in some way and 

make it more accessible and have more interest to students.  We 

are looking for ideas to incorporate into our traditional service.   

 

Please contact me with any ideas that you might have.  Thank you 

in advance. 

 

Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Disruptions: Reimagining Media, Gender and Representation | March 5-9 
 

This week marks the 39th anniversary of Women's Studies at Vanier. As usual, we are celebrating with a packed 

week of speakers, panels, and films. Attached to this Intercom you will find the schedule and posters for the week. 

Join media professionals, artists, filmmakers, activists, scholars, students and even a game programmer for 

challenging looks at gender, media and representation. 

 

Please consider not only sharing this information with your students, but sending them to an event during the 

week. Let someone else do the teaching!  

 

Also, accept our invitation to discover who our Woman of the Year is. Every year, since 1984, we have been 

honouring a Vanier employee for their service to our community. The cocktail takes place on Thursday, March 8, 

starting at 4:30 p.m., on the 5th floor of our beautiful library. 

 

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact me. 

 

Maggie Kathwaroon, Women’s and Gender Studies Coordinator 
kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

 

Meet Women in STEM Fields @ Vanier March 5 -9 
 
From March 5 to 9, Vanier will be celebrating International Women’s Day with week-long speakers and events. Several events pertain 

specifically to the STEM fields: 

 

 Concordia University’s Women in Engineering, Monday, March 5, 10:30-3:30, Information table, Metro Mall (corridor between 

cafeteria seating areas) 

 Ubisoft Game Play Programmer Aurelie Le Chevalier: “What is it like to be a Game Play Programmer at Ubisoft?” Wednesday, 

March 7, 12:00-1:30, Auditorium 

“Are you interested in having a job that is both fun and challenging every day? I make video games for a living, and let me tell you, 

it’s awesome! Come learn about working in games, an industry that generates more revenue than the movie and music industries 

combined. This talk will cover a brief history of gaming, a look into how games are made, and what the future trends are for this 

booming industry.” 
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 Hannah Wakeling, Particle Physics PhD student and coordinator of the Women in Physics Outreach Program at McGill University: 

“Representation of women, racialized and LGBT people in the STEM fields” Friday, March 9, 1:00-2:30, Auditorium 

We know that for numerous reasons women, racialized and LGBT people are underrepresented in Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics (STEM) fields. In particular physics, engineering and computer science suffer with gender disparity and this problem 

has been intractable for decades, despite a considerable investment in interventions to retain under-represented people in the field. 

Join Hannah Wakeling for this interactive talk where she will consider the status of under-represented people in STEM subjects and 

discuss problems that hamper equity and diversity, such as imposter syndrome, microaggressions, and more. 

We encourage you to share this information with your students and to entice them to attend each event.  

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Maggie Kathwaroon, Women’s and Gender Studies Coordinator, for more information 

(kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 

Maggie Kathwaroon, Women’s and Gender Studies Coordinator 
kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

 

Woman of the Year Cocktail, March 8: Celebrating Remarkable Contributions to our Community 
 
Women’s and Gender Studies, with the generous support of the Faculty of Arts, Business and Social Sciences and the Academic Dean, will be 

honouring this year’s Woman of the Year. 

 

Since 1984, we have been recognizing a Vanier employee for their remarkable contributions to our community. Recipients are pulled from all 

areas of college life. Past recipients have included Janice Paquette, Nora Soukiassian, Maureen Jones, Stephanie Felkai, Cheryl Donison and 

Ginny Iaboni. Who is this year’s recipient? To find out, please join us for cocktails on Thursday, March 8, starting at 4:30 p.m, on the 5th floor 

of our beautiful library. 

 

Maggie Kathwaroon, Coordinator, Women’s and Gender Studies 
kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

 

Concours video et concours d’écriture 
 
 
Le Mois de la Francophonie, organisé en mars, partout dans le monde, fait la promotion de la langue française, porteuse de diversité. Le 

département de français du cégep Vanier participe à ce mois de festivités et d’activités en organisant deux concours ouverts à tous les 

étudiants du collège.  

 

Concours vidéo : Slame ton français Vanier  

Déclamer sa fierté francophone sous la forme d’un slam, dans une courte vidéo de 60 à 90 secondes. – 500$ en prix à gagner.  

 

Concours d’écriture : Dis-moi dix mots Vanier  

Rédiger un texte poétique de 50 à 500 mots comprenant les dix mots à l’honneur cette année : accent, bagou, griot ou griotte, jactance, ohé, 

placoter, susurrer, truculent ou truculente, voix et volubile. – 500$ en prix à gagner 

 

Pour plus d’information, consultez la section Concours du site Le Carrefour : http://lecarrefour.vaniercollege.qc.ca/ 

 

Merci de passer le mot à vos étudiantes et étudiants et bon mois de la Francophonie à toutes et à tous.  

 

Catherine Duranleau, département de français 
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Semaine de la fancophonie – MERCI! 
 
La Semaine de la francophonie a eu lieu du 26 février au 2 mars. Cette année, en aussi peu d’une semaine, un total admirable de 25 activités 

se sont déroulées au collège afin de célébrer la langue française et tous ceux qui la font rayonner dans leurs milieux respectifs. Je tiens à 

souligner la grande participation des étudiantes et étudiants aux divers événements et à remercier mes collègues du département de français 

ayant pris part, de près ou de loin, à l’organisation de cette semaine.  

 

Un merci tout spécial à Sasha Weigens, pour la technique à l’auditorium. Merci également à l’équipe des communications de Vanier pour la 

promotion de la Semaine et à Mihaela Eftene, finissante au programme OST : Micropublishing and Hypermedia, pour la conception d’une 

affiche et d’une brochure magnifiques ! Merci finalement à Wendy Ault et à Isabelle Delisle, à la direction de la Faculté de la formation 

générale, pour leur aide précieuse et leur appui.  

 

Pour un retour en photos et en textes sur la Semaine, visitez Le Carrefour : http://lecarrefour.vaniercollege.qc.ca/ 
 
Nous nous donnons rendez-vous l’année prochaine, pour la 10e édition de la Semaine de la francophonie !  
 

Catherine Duranleau, département de français 

 

2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award – Call For Nominations 
 
Academic Council’s 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee is calling for nominations for this year’s award. 
 
Here is an excellent opportunity for a student to show a teacher or for a teacher to show a colleague appreciation for his/her work and 
commitment to the profession. 
 
Nomination forms are available on the College website at http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/teachers/files/2018/02/teaching-excellence-
form.pdf   Copies are also available at the Faculty Deans’ Offices, the Academic Dean’s Office, Student Services and the V.C.S.A. office. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to submit the nomination form to the 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee, c/o Office of the 
Academic Dean (F220), or academicdean@vaniercollege.qc.ca, by Friday, April 6, 2018. In addition to the nomination form, all supporting 
documentation must be submitted to the Committee in a sealed envelope by Monday, April 20, 2018. 
 
All nominations and selection deliberations are kept strictly confidential. 
 

Olga Mardas, on behalf of Academic Council’s 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee 
 

Supporting students who are newcomers 
 
NewComers Connect is a Peer Mentorship Program that aims to support newcomers to establishing themselves at Vanier College/Montreal. 
Our mentors are a group of dynamic students from diverse backgrounds who will help newcomers to overcome hurdles they encountered 
themselves when entering Vanier. By sharing their experiences and learning from others, our mentors are providing a respectful, accepting 
and open environment that will help new students’ to build a foundation in Montreal. The mentorship program wants to contribute to a kind 
and compassionate community in which students can thrive and academically succeed. 
 
Newcomers to Vanier can sign up with a mentor online.  
 
You can find the group at the Vanier webpage: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/mentoring/mentors/newcomers/  
 
Or on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/539652356410231/  
 
This program is still in development and we would appreciate the opportunity for our mentors to give a brief presentation in your classes to 
publicize our program.  
 
If you are interested, please contact: Kiraz Johannsen johannsk@vanier.college Ext. 8218 

 
Kiraz Johannsen, Student Services 
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Winter Carnival – to mark the end of winter and the beginning of springtime! 7 March at UB  
 
 
Vanier Student Life, the VCSA and Human Resources bring you: 
 
Traditional Québécois Folk Dancing & Music in the Student Mall 
 
Maple Taffy for all students and the first 100 staff members to pick up sticks on the Vanier Front Lawn 
 
Cabane À Sucre Menu at the Cafeteria 
 
Join us! 
 

Rowena Selby, Student Services 

 
 

Critters in the Cold: North American river otter 

 
The North American river otter, or Lontra canadensis, is a species of small semi-aquatic 

mammal that inhabits all of Quebec, parts of western Canada, and the United states. 

River otters range in size from 66 to 107 cm with a 30 to 50 cm tail that helps propel 

them through the water. They are opportunistic hunters that survive off of anything that 

they can catch including small fish, frogs, crayfish, and other small mammals. 

 

River otters are social creatures that live in matriarchal groups of up to 17 members. In 

most cases, the otter group, also called a Romp, Bevy, Family or Raft, is related. When 

together, the group participates in many activities like group play, grooming and hunting 

as well as communal sleeping inside a riverbank den. Although otters are not typically 

observed as territorial creatures, groups tend to mutually avoid one another. During mating season, male otters usually have several different 

mates. Sexual maturity is reached at about two years of age and thereafter, otters can conceive every year. Mating season lasts from 

December to April, after which the female searches for a suitable den to have her babies, or kits. A litter is usually comprised of one to three 

kits but may contain as many as five.  

 

The North American river otter is the only of the 13 global otter species that is maintaining its population. It is classified as “least concern” in 

terms of extinction, which is sadly not the case for its global counterparts. Despite this, urbanization is reducing their environments. Big cities 

located in and around bodies of water, like Montreal or Quebec, were once likely places to find otters but few if any live near metropolises 

today. River otter populations are found encircling most bodies of water. They are often found in the province of Quebec due to the numerous 

streams, lakes, and rivers that they inhabit. Otters can also be found in coastal regions of eastern North America and small islands on the west 

coast and Alaska. When in the water, river otters have no real predators. On land however, they can fall prey to coyotes, wolves, mountain 

lions, black bears and lynx.  

 

To deal with intense North American winters, the river otter has developed several behavioral and physiological adaptations to keep warm. 

They have extremely fast metabolic rates, up to 50 times faster than a similarly sized land mammal, which maintains body temperatures in 

the cold water. However, it also burns a great deal of calories, which the otters need to replenish with regular meals. Evolutionary adaptations 

to combat the cold include a layer of sub cutaneous fat (below the skin) that allows for insulation while remaining agile, and incredibly think, 

waterproof fur that covers the otter’s body. This fur is evolutionarily adapted to keep as much warmth in as possible by covering as much of 

the otter’s outer surface as possible. A single cm2 of skin can contain up to 60,000 hairs that the otters constantly maintain and groom. As far 

as behavioral adaptations to the cold, the river otter will often engage in land activity to increase blood flow in its body’s core before making 

a plunge into cold waters. They are quick and agile on land and will slide on their bellies through the snow. When you go hiking close to water 

in the winter, look for the tell-tail signs of these otter slides and you will know they are around.  

 
Benjamin Breton, student of the Environmental and Wildlife Management Program 



STEM Centre News 

 

 
 
 

Vanier wins it! Hackathon 2018 
 
On February 24th and 25th 14 teams from four Cegeps competed in the 3rd Annual Hackathon at Université de Montréal. 
Five teams from Vanier went to test out their programming skills and have some fun.  Vanier’s teams came in first, 
second, and fourth place!!  
 

 
 

Congratulations to Alexandre Lavoie, Tomer Moran, Mario Daccache, and Naomi Catwell for their first place finish! 
 

 
 
 

Ashley Rankin, STEM Centre 
 



Needed: Homestay families 
 

The Language School is hosting several groups this June and July and is looking for homestay hosts.  Students are here to learn French, so a 
French-speaking or bilingual environment is preferred. 
 

As a host, you must provide the following: 

 Private bedroom (2 students per room is acceptable) 

 3 meals per day (packed lunch to school) 

 Airport pick-up and drop-off 

 A warm and welcoming environment 

 Access to laundry facilities 

 OPUS pass 
 

Families are compensated $200 per week, plus the expense of the OPUS pass.  If you are interested, please click on this link to complete an 
application form: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/homestay/family-application-form/ 
 

Georgiana Guica, Language School 

 

PSI News 
 

 
 

A Call for Nominations for the Gérald-Sigouin and Vecteur Pédagogique Awards  
 
The Association québécoise de pédagogie collégiale (AQPC) Board of Directors invites the College community to submit 
nominations for the following two awards: 

 
Gérald-Sigouin  
Each year, the AQPC honours one or more people who have contributed to the development, support and evolution of 
pedagogy at the college level. 
The Gérald-Sigouin prize is awarded in recognition of the important influence its recipients have had on the 
pedagogical development of the college network, especially through teaching, research, writing and administration. 
  
 
Vecteur Pédagogique  
This award honours professionals who have provided pedagogical support to teachers or administrators in their 
college. The recipient has distinguished themselves through their pedagogical work and the impact it has had on their 
community. 

 
Both awards will be presented at the opening of the next AQPC conference on June 6th, at the Saint-Hyacinthe Convention 
Center. 

 
Nominations may be submitted between now and the end of the day on April 6th. Any individual or group can submit a 
nomination application for the 2018 prizes. 

 
These awards provide a wonderful opportunity to publicly recognize the excellence of a colleague's work! In addition to the 
recognition and applause of their peers, award recipients will receive a certificate and a gift; their 2018 conference and 
Banquet registration, their transportation to the conference, and one night’s accommodation will be paid for. 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/homestay/family-application-form/


 
For more information on the Gérald-Sigouin Award and to download a document (in French) listing its criteria go to 
http://aqpc.qc.ca/tableau-honneur/prix-gerald-sigouin 
For more information on the Vecteur Pédagogique Award and to download a document (in French) listing its criteria go to 
http://aqpc.qc.ca/home-teacher/priority-awards 
 

 

 
 

Turnitin Service Alert  
 
Turnitin has sent out the following alert regarding the interruption of service planned for March 17th:  

The following Turnitin services will not be available Saturday March 17th from 11:00 am—5:00 pm:  
Feedback Studio for iOS 
iThenticate 
WriteCheck 

 
To ensure that services remain stable, particularly during high submission periods, this maintenance will include several hardware 
updates and performance improvements. 
 

How will Turnitin Users be affected? 
 
Users will be unable to submit and grade during this maintenance window, so please ensure that any submission deadlines are 
adjusted to fall outside of the window. 

 
Turnitin sends out alerts to inform users of impending or existing service interruptions. If you have a Turnitin account, and wish 
to receive alerts directly, you can sign up at   http://go.turnitin.com/status-email-alert 
 
Are you new to Turnitin?  
If so, check out PSI’s Turnitin page to learn about its features: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/technopedagogy/it-tools/turnitin/ 
  

Elana Cooperberg, Pedagogical Support and Innovation 
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Disruptions: Reimagining Media, Gender and Representation 
When Tarana Burke created the me too movement in 2006, she was a grassroots organizer determined to provide services to sexual assault 
survivors, particularly those in underprivileged areas. When me too was taken up as a Twitter hashtag in 2017, in the wake of accusations of sexual 
assault against Harvey Weinstein, a flood of survivors revealed themselves. The number of tweets and Facebook posts (1.7 million and 12 million 
worldwide respectively) exemplified the scale of the problem of sexual harassment and violence. It took Tarana Burke’s initiative over ten years to 
disturb the status quo, but ultimately the simple pronouncement “Me, too” broadcast over social media proved to be unassailable. It is within this 
context that Women’s and Gender Studies explores how media and creative expression can both disrupt and entrench beliefs about gender roles 
and how individuals and groups are represented and represent themselves. Every day of this year’s International Women’s Week celebrations is 
packed with the diverse voices of individuals who have analyzed, challenged and changed the way we project our struggles and our lives onto the 
dominant modes of social communication. 
 

Monday, March 5 
8:30-10:00, Panel, Auditorium 
Who Steps Up? The Influence of the Media on 
Participation in Environmental Justice 
Have you ever noticed who participates in events 
or situations related to social and environmental 
justice? From urban gardening to neighborhood 
vitality to community development, who tends to 
be the driving force regarding issues of 
sustainability? Coming from a variety of 
backgrounds and experiences, this panel of four 
students will explore the ways in which today’s 
media has influenced participation in such events, 
particularly asking whether there is a gender bias 
that skews participation in one direction – and not 
another. Join students Rachel Shelton, Dar Nguyen 
Adam Leal, and their teacher Ricardo Duenez. 
 
10:00-12:00, Feature Film, Auditorium 
20th Century Women (2016) – dir. Mike Mills 
During the summer of 1979, a Santa Barbara single 
mom and boarding-house landlord (Annette 
Benning) decides the best way she can parent her 
teenage son (Lucas Jade Zumann) is to enlist her 
young tenants: a quirky punk photographer (Greta 
Gerwig), a mellow handyman (Billy Crudup) and 
her son’s shrewd best friend (Elle Fanning). All will 
serve as role models in a changing world. 
 
1:00-2:30, Panel, Auditorium 
Women in Broadcasting: Confronting Sexism and 
Harassment 
Come hear a panel of four local female 
broadcasters/journalists address issues of online 
sexual harassment, assault and trolling. Robyn 
Flynn (CJAD 800/TSN 690), Toula Drimonis 
(freelance writer), Maya Johnson (CTV’s Quebec 
City Bureau Chief), and Jessica Rusnak (CBC) are 
vocal women in our community who often use 
social media to address various social issues 
women face. Whether it be topics of violence 
against women or women in sports, they often 
suffer online abuse just for being vocal women. 
They will speak of their personal experiences of 
online abuse, their coping mechanisms and 
provide advice to students who share similar 
experiences of online bullying.   
 
2:30-4:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
Flirting With Danger (2012) – dir. Sut Jhally and 
Andrew Killoy 
Social and developmental psychologist and author 
Lynn Phillips explores the line between consent 



and coercion in this thought-provoking look at popular culture and the ways real girls and women navigate their heterosexual relationships and 
hookups. Featuring dramatizations of interviews that Phillips conducted with hundreds of young women, the film examines how the wider culture's 
frequently contradictory messages about pleasure, danger, agency, and victimization enter into women's most intimate relationships with men. 
Essential for courses that look at popular culture, gender norms, sexuality, and sexual violence. 
 
4:00-5:00, Speaker, Amphitheatre 
Nirmala Bains |Representation and Racism: Two sides of the same coin?  
The media plays a tremendous role in teaching us how to see and understand the world around us. Yet, this isn’t the only institution that influences 
our understanding of each other. This interactive talk will explore how racism has always been an integral part of how Canadians have come to 
know each other. We will explore how three categories of racism (structural racism, institutional racism and individual racism) came to be and how 
they continue to have an impact us all. Space is limited. Please reserve (kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca) 
 

Tuesday, March 6 
8:30-10:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
GTFO: Get the F&#% Out (2015) – dir. Shannon Sun-Higginson 
Sparked by a public display of sexual harassment in 2012, GTFO pries open the video game world to explore a 20 billion dollar industry that is 
riddled with discrimination and misogyny. In recent years, the gaming community has grown more diverse than ever. This has led to a massive 
clash of values and women receive the brunt of the consequences every day, with acts of harassment ranging from name-calling to cyber vandalism 
and death threats. Through interviews with video game developers, journalists, and academics, GTFO paints a complex picture of the video game 
industry, while revealing the systemic and human motivations behind acts of harassment.  
 
10:00-11:30, Performance & Talk, Auditorium 
Malek Yalaoui | SistersInMotion: Amplifying the voices of Black, Indigenous and Racialized Women and Femmes 
We are now in an age where women's stories are finally beginning to be believed and valued. But women of colour and, in particular, queer women 
of colour, will be left behind if we don't explicitly make space for their voices and honour their vulnerability. This is the mandate of SistersInMotion, 
an organization co-founded by Malek Yalaoui, which runs workshops and hosts shows that highlight the stories we rarely hear -- those of queer 
women and femmes of colour. Malek Yalaoui will perform from her work and speak about SistersInMotion.  
 
12:00-1:30, Speaker, Auditorium 
Miles DeNora | The 25-year New York Times war against Hillary Clinton: How the “Newspaper of Record” made Donald Trump president 
What happened? How is it possible that Donald Trump was elected president of the United States? As the election was remarkably close, many 
reasons can be offered to explain Trump’s election. This talk will make the argument that the New York Times, with its incessantly negative, false, 
unfair and misleading coverage of Hillary Clinton, was ultimately the key ingredient in what transpired.  
 
1:30-3:30, Documentary, Auditorium 
Amy: The Amy Winehouse Story (2015) – dir. Asif Kapadia 
Archival footage and personal testimonials present an intimate portrait of the life and career of British singer/songwriter Amy Winehouse. A 
powerfully honest look at the twisted relationship between art and celebrity - and the lethal spiral of addiction. Winner – Academy Award for Best 
Documentary Feature. 
 
4:00-5:30, Speaker, Auditorium 
Krista Riley | Unmosqued and Online: Muslim Feminist Bloggers on Gender and Prayer Spaces  
This talk will highlight the work of four Muslim feminist bloggers from Canada and the United States as they write about personal stories and ideas 
related to gender, prayer, bodies, mosques, sexuality, scripture, and more. With a focus on women’s spaces in mosques, Krista will look at how 
these writers use their online platforms to tell stories, crowdsource photos, and challenge inequalities in local communities. As they connect with 
readers around the world, these bloggers create online religious spaces where they imagine new kinds of community spaces.  
 

Wednesday, March 7 
8:30-10:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
Miss Representation (2011) – dir. Siebel Newsom 
Today, women are better represented on television, in movies and in the news media than they have ever been in the past. However, while this 
increased visibility has led many to believe that women have achieved something like equality, the truth is that women have a long way to go 
before they achieve anything close to parity. For example, women count for only seventeen percent of elected officials in the U.S. Congress and 
seven percent of working directors of feature films. Actress turned filmmaker Jessica Congdon Newsom studies the obstacles women face in the 
media and the stereotypes that still define them. 
 
10:30-12:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
A Better Man (2017) – dir. Attiya Khan 
On a hot summer night 22 years ago, 18-year-old Attiya Khan ran through the streets of Toronto, frightened for her life. She was fleeing her ex-
boyfriend Steve, who’d been abusing her on a daily basis. Now, all these years later, Attiya has asked Steve to meet. She wants to know how he 
remembers their relationship and if he is willing to take responsibility for his violent actions. This emotionally raw first meeting, filmed by Attiya 
with Steve’s consent, is the starting point for A Better Man. A Better Man offers a fresh and nuanced look at the healing and revelation that can 
happen for everyone involved when men take responsibility for their abuse. Teachers bringing their students can request links to conversation 
guides designed specifically for the film (kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 
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12:00-1:30, Speaker, Auditorium 
Aurelie Le Chevalier | What is it like to be a Game Play Programmer at Ubisoft?  
“Are you interested in having a job that is both fun and challenging every day? I make video games for a living, and let me tell you, it’s awesome! 
Come learn about working in games, an industry that generates more revenue than the movie and music industries combined. This talk will cover a 
brief history of gaming, a look into how games are made, and what the future trends are for this booming industry.” 
 
1:30-3:00, Panel, Auditorium 
Imago Theatre: Daring feminists, creators and mentors 
Come meet and chat with Imago Theatre, the leading feminist English language theatre company in Montreal. Imago Theatre's Artistic and 
Executive Director Micheline Chevrier will lead a discussion exploring her vision and experiences as an award-winning director who has worked 
across Canada for over 30 years. Through the lens of her work as a theatre creator, she will delve into her drive for a daring artistic practice that is 
challenging, thought-provoking and socially engaged. The exchange aims at understanding why theatre is vital to our collective understanding of an 
ever-evolving world and of the diversity of lived experiences within it. Micheline will be accompanied by Joy Ross-Jones - Creator/Performer and 
Artista Program Director and Cristina Cugliandro - Director/Creator and Imago’s Outreach Coordinator. 
 
3:30-5:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
A Better Man 
For description, see Wednesday, March 7, 10:30-12:00. 
 

Thursday, March 8 
8:30-10:00, Documentaries, Auditorium 
Two short films about labour issues 

“Restaurant dress codes: Should dressing sexy be a job requirement?” – CBC Marketplace 
Restaurant dress codes: Should women have to dress sexy to serve you a sandwich? Charlsie Agro goes undercover to apply for a job serving in 
popular family restaurants. Along the way, we meet women who as servers have been forced to wear high heels, short skirts, full make-up – 
and in general a far more sexual dress code – than their male counterparts. Are these dress codes sexist? Some experts say yes. Should women 
be treated this way at work? We hear from servers who feel they shouldn't have to dress sexy to keep their jobs. 
“Pay Your Interns” (2015) – dir. Cynthia Helen Pandev 
In Canada, each year approximately 300,000 individuals (mostly female) take on unpaid work in the form of internships, but the number is likely 
much higher due to our government's lack of interest in tracking illegal unpaid internships, or even recognizing that they exist. Pay Your Interns! 
is a brutally honest, unapologetic critique of the shady practice of Canadian employers turning a blind eye to the Employment Standards Act by 
“hiring” interns, who are expected to perform the work of a “paid” employee, for free! 

 
10:00-11:30, Speaker, Auditorium 
Liz Singh | Making The Lower Plateau and other Stories 
Local filmmaker Liz Singh discusses her trials and tribulations as a woman of colour working in the film industry and will show a clip from her 
forthcoming release The Lower Plateau, which is a feature-length production about a pot dealer / Alanis Morrissette cover artist trying to figure out 
life and love during the darkest part of the Montreal winter. In addition to discussing her current film, she will address issues such as making films 
on a low budget, brown identity, and the world after Weinstein. 
 
11:30-1:00, Documentaries, Auditorium 
Two Short films About Indigenous Women 

“Six Miles Deep” – dir. Sara Roque 
A documentary portrait of a group of women who led the largest reserve in Canada, Six Nations of the Grand River Reserve, in an historic 
blockade to protect their land. On February 28, 2006, members of the Iroquois Confederacy blockaded a highway near Caledonia, Ontario to 
prevent a housing development on land that falls within their traditional territories. The ensuing confrontation makes national headlines for 
months. Less well known is the crucial role of the clan mothers of the community who set the rules for conduct. When the community's chiefs 
ask people to abandon the barricades, it is the clan mothers who overrule them, leading a cultural reawakening in their traditionally matriarchal 
community. 
 
“The Future” – dir. Michelle Metivier, Brian Quigley, and Adrian Callender 
A young woman scrambles to finish a TV show against all the hurdles the north provides, while everyone else prepares for the next season. 
 

1:00-2:30, Presentation & Talk, Auditorium 
Skawennati Fragnito | Exploring Indigenous History Through New Media 
Skawennati is a contemporary artist who is interested in history, the future, and change from an Indigenous perspective. In her talk, she will 
present and discuss her work, including a screening of her recent machinima, She Falls for Ages, a sci-fi retelling of the Haudenosaunee creation 
story; and an overview of the work she has done as co-director of the Skins workshops in Aboriginal storytelling and experimental media design. 
Born in Kahnawake Mohawk Territory, Skawennati earned a BFA from Concordia University. Her pioneering new media projects have been widely 
presented across Turtle Island and are in both public and private collections. 
 
  



2:30-4:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
Buying Sex (2013) – dir. Teresa MacInnes and Kent Nason  
Timely and wise, this feature documentary explores the state of prostitution laws in Canada. Buying Sex captures the complexity of the issue by 
listening to the frequently conflicting voices of sex workers, policy-makers, lawyers and even the male buyers who make their claim for why 
prostitution is good for society. With the landmark Supreme Court decision in Canada, the film examines the realities in Sweden and New Zealand. 
The film also challenges us to think for ourselves and offers a gripping and invaluable account of just what is at stake for all of us. Warning: This film 
deals with mature subject matter. Viewer discretion is advised. 
 
4:00-5:30, Speakers, Auditorium 
Dalia Tourki and Kama La Mackerel | On Being Trans and Visible 
From articles on newspapers to television documentaries, trans people are everywhere. This increasing representation of trans people in the 
media, however, is not necessarily or always positive. Based on their experiences with the media, Dalia Tourki and Kama La Mackerel will speak 
about the shortcomings and the less glamorous side of being trans and visible. Kama  La Mackerel is a tio’tia:ke/Montreal-based performer, writer, 
story-teller, arts facilitator and multi-disciplinary artist. Kama is also co-founder of Qouleur and founder of Gender (Blender). Dalia Tourki co-
organized the 2016 and 2017 editions of the Trans March and helped to intensify advocacy around issues pertaining to trans migrants in Quebec. 
She is also a member of the Centre for Gender Advocacy as their new trans rights advocate and public educator. Sponsored by The Open Door 
Network. 
 

Friday, March 9 
8:30-10:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
Growing up Trans (2015) – dir. Karen O’Connor 
Just a generation ago, it was adults, not kids, who changed genders. But today, many children are transitioning, too — with new medical options, 
and at younger and younger ages. Growing Up Trans takes viewers on an intimate and eye-opening journey inside the struggles and choices facing 
transgender kids and their families. 
 
10:00-11:30, Documentary, Auditorium 
It Was Rape (2013) – dir. Jennifer Baumgardner 
Rape is wrong, illegal, and reprehensible-and yet still tragically common. In this film, eight women tell their diverse personal stories of sexual 
assault, from a Midwestern teenager trying alcohol for the first time to a Native American woman gradually coming to terms with her abusive 
childhood. Gripping and emotional, this film is an opportunity to empathize with people-not just absorb faceless statistics-and to puncture the 
silence and denial that allow sexual assault to thrive. Ultimately, their stories shed light on how this epidemic affects us. 
 
11:30-1:00, Speaker, Auditorium 
Andrée Cazabon | Documenting the Indigenous Experience 
Andrée Cazabon has been working in film and television for nearly twenty years as a Gemini nominated producer and director. Her works have 
been featured at film festivals and broadcast on television screens across the country, from the Vancouver Film Festival and the Hot Docs Film 
Festival to CBC Television and TVA. Andrée will speak about her vast experience as a director and will touch on Indigenous stories and issues in her 
films, while screening excerpts. Past films include, among others: 3rd World Canada, as well as the current series, 4 Seasons of Reconciliation: 
Reconciliation on Bay St.; Waniska; Douglas Cardinal; and a fourth film, soon to premiere. Sponsored by the Vanier Indigenous Circle. 
 
1:00-2:30, Speaker, Auditorium 
Hannah Wakeling | Women in Physics Outreach Project  
We know that for numerous reasons women, racialized and LGBT people are underrepresented in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) fields. In particular physics, engineering and computer science suffer with gender disparity and this problem has been 
intractable for decades, despite a considerable investment in interventions to retain under-represented people in the field. Join Hannah Wakeling - 
Women in Physics Outreach Project Coordinator for McGill University’s Department of Physics, and also 1st year Particle Physics PhD student, for 
this interactive talk where she will consider the status of under-represented people in STEM subjects and discuss problems that hamper equity and 
diversity, such as imposter syndrome, microaggressions, and more. 
 
2:30-4:00, Documentary, Auditorium 
The Year We Thought About Love (2015) – dir. Ellen Brodsky 
What happens when LGBTQ youth of color band together and dare to be 'out' on stage about their lives and their loves? The cast of True Colors: 
OUT Youth Theater transforms their struggles into performance for social change. With wit, candor, and attitude, the troupe captivates audiences 
surprised to hear such stories in school settings. Our characters include a transgender teenager who is kicked out of her home, a devout Christian 
who challenges his church's homophobia, and a girl who likes to wear masculine clothing, even as she models dresses on the runway. 
 

Woman of the Year Cocktail 
Please join us to celebrate this year’s Woman of the Year, Thursday, March 8, 5th Floor, Vanier Library. 

 
Acknowledgements:  Thanks to all the volunteers on this year’s IWW 2018 Steering Committee, and heartfelt thanks for support from F.A.B.S.S, 
Vanier Student Services, the V.C.T.A., the Open Door Network, the Vanier Indigenous Circle,  and the Micropublishing & Hypermedia program. 
For More Information: Women’s and Gender Studies, Maggie Kathwaroon, Coordinator (kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 
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