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Premier Violinist Tara Montour to perform in 

Benefit Concert on March 28th in Support 

Indigenous Students at Vanier 

 

 
 

On March 28th, Tara-Louise Montour, a Vanier graduate and North 

America’s foremost classical Aboriginal violinist will perform in a 

benefit concert at Vanier to support scholarships for Indigenous 

students studying at the college.  

 

This event is a MUST!  The concert will feature a piece of music 

commissioned by Ms. Montour entitled “Farewell to the 

Warriors,” which is based on a Chippewa song by Quebec 

composer Régent Levasseur. The Vanier Chamber Orchestra 

composed of current Vanier music students will accompany Ms. 

Montour.  

 

Appreciated for her rich musicality, her heartfelt interpretations 

and winning stage presence, Tara-Louise Montour is the founding 

violinist of the Clivia Trio, winner in 2008 of the Sunburst Artist of 

the Year Award. She has performed as guest soloist with the 

Orchestre Métropolitain du Grand Montréal under its director 

Yannick Nézet-Séguin as well as other orchestras across Canada. 

Ms Montour is currently a member of the Virginia Symphony 

Orchestra (JoAnn Falletta, conductor).  

 

The concert will also feature children of St. Willibrord School in 

Chateauguay who will perform “Dreamchild” a song whose lyrics 

they composed and which they sing in English, French and 

Mohawk. 

 

The concert is open to the public and will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Vanier College Auditorium (A-103).  

 

Tickets cost $10 and can be purchased at the door or by visiting F-

224. To reserve tickets call at 514-744-7500 ext. 7322. 

 

Marguerite Corriveau Vanier Communications 
 

Call for Vanier College 50th Anniversary celebration ideas 

 

In August 2020, Vanier will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

Since it first opened its doors in 1970, more than 200,000 students 

have studied at Vanier.  If you have ideas or suggestions of projects 

or events to help celebrate Vanier’s 50th, please send them to me 

at beckerd@vanier.college.  

 
Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 
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Referral Form: Early Alert Support 
 
The Early Alert Support referral form is available online for 

teachers to refer at-risk students to the Academic Success Advisor.  

Teachers are encouraged to fill out the online referral form as soon 

as it becomes noticeable that a student is likely to fail and requires 

support beyond help understanding course content.   

 

Referred students will be invited to meet with the Academic 

Success Advisor, who will work with students, or refer them to the 

relevant resource(s), and follow up to help ensure the student 

receives the necessary support.   

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you want further 

information: extension 7568 or cloughc@vanier.college.  

 

Referral form: Early Alert Support: 

https://goo.gl/forms/k2MxXEMbkFwjVXyd2  

 
Cari Clough, Tutoring and Academic Success Centre, E-308 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Malawi Nursing Exchange 2018 

 

For an eighth consecutive year Vanier College will participate in an exchange program with Kamuzu College of Nursing in Malawi, Africa. Seven 

graduating nursing students, accompanied by their teacher, Melodie Hicks, will be departing on March 16th for seven weeks abroad.  

 

This is the students’ final clinical rotation during which time they will complete their course competencies, providing over 160 hours of nursing 

care in both rural and urban settings.   

 

The students will transport 500lbs of humanitarian aid, much of which will be distributed during mobile clinics in remote villages.  

 

For the past 7 months students have fundraised and attended pre-departure workshops, the final one given by Eric Lamoureux on the political 

and economic history of Malawi. Basic language lessons, exposure to traditional foods and cultural customs are just a few of the topics covered 

in preparation for this learning experience.  

 

If you are interested in reading about how these students cope and learn in one of the poorest countries in the world then follow our blog at 

www.malawinursingexchange.wordpress.com 

 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing 
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Concert Band and Jazz Combos in Recital 
 
Feeling stressed out with midterms and grading? Can’t wait to get to that relaxing Study Break? Here in the Music Department, our students 

and teachers have been working hard to offer you all a head start on giving your overtaxed March brains some relief (word play definitely 

intended). “How so?” you dispiritedly yet hopefully inquire.  

 

This Wednesday, March 14 in the Auditorium we have another treat for everyone—our excellent Concert Band under the capable direction 

of Christopher Smith will be performing during UB. But that’s only half of it—after the Concert Band vacates the stage, jazz players from the 

studio of pianist Eric Harding will follow up with an excellent selection of tunes that will surely calm your fraying nerves and help to get your 

head in a better space.  

 

Believe me, there’s nothing a like a short break with some excellent music to relieve the cranial cramping that plagues us at this time of year. 

And speaking of “breaks,” isn’t relaxing Study Break kind of a contradiction in terms? Well, don’t think about that—just come on down to the 

Auditorium this Wednesday and relax with us! 

 
Glen Ethier, Department of Music 

 

Vanier Piano Teachers Records World Premiere 
 

More new and exciting things from our Vanier Music Faculty. Congratulations to piano teacher Minna Re Shin, who recorded and filmed the 

world premiere performance of Glamour Concerto by French composer Corentin Boissier right here in The Robert Frederick Jones Choir Room 

(A-250).  

 

The edited film has finally been released and is now ready to be viewed and heard! Want to see what kind of talent we have on hand here to 

share with our students? Here is the YouTube URL link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLGye3Mkf2M 

 

Glen Ethier, Department of Music 
 

Volunteer Recognition Gala  
 

The Volunteer Recognition Gala will be held on April 16th, 2018 from 5:30pm – 8:30pm.  This annual event recognizes and honours the vital 

contribution of student volunteers at Vanier College.   

 

This year TASC and Vanier Student Life will jointly coordinate the event.  We would like to ensure that all departments and programs that 

have student volunteers will be able to recognize the efforts of their volunteers.  Program Coordinators will also be expected to attend the 

event in order to give out certificates and introduce their volunteer initiatives. 

 

We are therefore asking all departments and programs that wish to recognize their volunteers to contact Ourania Zafiri at 

zafirio@vanier.college by March 26th, with a list of the names of their volunteers, in alphabetical order by last name.   

 

Marya Grant, Student Services and Ourania Zafiri, TASC  

 

Supporting students who are newcomers 
 
NewComers Connect is a Peer Mentorship Program that aims to support newcomers to establishing themselves at Vanier College/Montreal. 
Our mentors are a group of dynamic students from diverse backgrounds who will help newcomers to overcome hurdles they encountered 
themselves when entering Vanier. By sharing their experiences and learning from others, our mentors are providing a respectful, accepting 
and open environment that will help new students’ to build a foundation in Montreal. The mentorship program wants to contribute to a kind 
and compassionate community in which students can thrive and academically succeed. 
 
Newcomers to Vanier can sign up with a mentor online.  
You can find the group at the Vanier webpage: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/mentoring/mentors/newcomers/  
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Or on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/539652356410231/  
 

This program is still in development and we would appreciate the opportunity for our mentors to give a brief presentation in your classes to 
publicize our program.  
 

If you are interested, please contact: Kiraz Johannsen johannsk@vanier.college Ext. 8218 
 

Kiraz Johannsen, Student Services  
 

Vanier College Introduces a Student-Run First-Aid Team 

 
Last week, the official inauguration of the Vanier First Aid Team took place. This 

student run and administered initiative will provide first-aid assistance to students 

and staff across campus. The Vanier Student First Aid Team was the initiative of Vanier 

Health Sciences student Jeremy Levett. The Vanier College Students Association 

contributed $10,000 to the project, which was used to make renovations and 

purchase equipment, including an examination bed. 
 

“Vanier is a big campus with a lot of students. I thought that the idea of introducing 

the First Aid Team would be a win-win for everyone. It not only provides support to 

the school nurse who is extremely busy, but also offers students and staff an 

additional resource whereby they can get help for all kinds of different emergency 

situations and issues. It’s a great way for students to give something back to the 

community,” said Jeremy Levett, who would like to pursue a career in medicine after 

graduating from Vanier. 
 

Having received over 100 applications, the Vanier First Aid Team is made up of 40 students who all underwent special comprehensive First-

Aid training by Saint John’s Ambulance, the Canadian Red Cross, Sauvetage Quebec or the Heart and Stroke Foundation. During a given 

semester two members of the team will be present from 9 am to 5 pm in their drop-in consultation room, which is located in D-105. The team 

will also be working in close collaboration with Vanier’s Security Department, which will be called in to offer assistance for all emergency First-

Aid situations.  
 

The First-Aid team will also work in collaboration with the College nurse to promote public awareness campaigns on different medical issues, 

including Sexually Transmitted Disease prevention, Responsible Drinking and Nutrition. As well, starting in the Winter 2018 semester, 

members of the First Aid Team hope to be present at different public events taking place at Vanier College, including sporting events, in order 

to provide tailored First-Aid assistance whenever it is needed. 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications  
 

Needed: Homestay families 
 

The Language School is hosting several groups this June and July and is looking for homestay hosts.  Students are here to learn French, so a 
French-speaking or bilingual environment is preferred. 
 

As a host, you must provide the following: 

 Private bedroom (2 students per room is acceptable) 

 3 meals per day (packed lunch to school) 

 Airport pick-up and drop-off 

 A warm and welcoming environment 

 Access to laundry facilities 

 OPUS pass 
 

Families are compensated $200 per week, plus the expense of the OPUS pass.  If you are interested, please click on this link to complete an 
application form: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/homestay/family-application-form/ 
 

Georgiana Guica, Language School 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/539652356410231/
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2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award – Call For Nominations 
 
Academic Council’s 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee is calling for nominations for this year’s award. 
 
Here is an excellent opportunity for a student to show a teacher or for a teacher to show a colleague appreciation for his/her work and 
commitment to the profession. 
 
Nomination forms are available on the College website at http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/teachers/files/2018/02/teaching-excellence-
form.pdf   Copies are also available at the Faculty Deans’ Offices, the Academic Dean’s Office, Student Services and the V.C.S.A. office. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to submit the nomination form to the 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee, c/o Office of the 
Academic Dean (F220), or academicdean@vaniercollege.qc.ca, by Friday, April 6, 2018. In addition to the nomination form, all supporting 
documentation must be submitted to the Committee in a sealed envelope by Monday, April 20, 2018. 
 
All nominations and selection deliberations are kept strictly confidential. 
 

Olga Mardas, on behalf of Academic Council’s 2017-2018 Teaching Excellence Award Committee 
 

Enrichment toys built by Animal Health Technology students for the Ecomuseum  
 

 
This year, Vanier College and the Ecomuseum gave the opportunity to the 3rd year Animal Health Technology students to create and test an 

enrichment project for some special animals. They worked on this big and exciting project from the beginning of the semester. Their project 

was commented on then approved by the Ecomuseum. 

 

Students then built it and last Friday, we went to present all the enrichments to the animals. We were all super excited! The animals responded 

well (and fast!), except maybe the ravens, who were more interested with each other because of the reproduction season... I went yesterday 

to the Ecomuseum with my children and the projects for the ravens and the river otters were still in their enclosure! 

Our students worked very hard and the Ecomuseum enjoyed the experience. They would like us to come back next year 😊 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/teachers/files/2018/02/teaching-excellence-form.pdf
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I have attached some images of our visit. You will see the giant perch with multiple textures (and food hidden in it) for the ravens, the big 

floating-climbing structure for the river otters (with fish hidden in it), the 3 "papier mâché" balls for the lynx (with different spices in each of 

them), the climbing structure for the fishers (with fish heads and other delicious treats hidden in it), the "toy" for the wolves (baskets attached 

together with food hidden in them), the plastic puzzle for the arctic foxes and the scent path for the red foxes. 

 

I hope you will appreciate! 

Isabelle Jarry-Guimont, Animal Health Technology 
 

 

PSI News 
 

Invitation: Implicit Bias Workshop with Rachel Zellars 
 
A critical implicit bias focus aims to study the science of implicit bias and locate human bias squarely within history. Numerous scholars in the 
last five years have explored the past to account for the kinds of institutional discrimination in the present that are born of settler colonialism. 
Recently, legal and critical scholars such as Michelle Alexander, Ta-Nehisi Coates, and Robyn Maynard have published works theorizing the 
ways that the history of slavery and settler colonialism have left their mark on Black communities in both the US and Canada—what Saidiyah 
Hartman has named “the afterlives of slavery.” Specifically, they argue, segregation and racial bias still inform the relationship that Black 
people have with institutions such as schools, the court and justice systems, and police. 
 
We are very fortunate to welcome Dr. Rachel Zellars of McGill University and the University of Vermont to lead a two-hour workshop on 
implicit bias at Vanier College. Vanier teachers, professionals, support staff, and administrators – especially those who deal directly with 
students – are invited to learn about implicit bias and the profound effects it has on people’s lives. This workshop applies a critical approach 
to both discuss the reality of implicit bias and the ways Canadian history impacts the present. 
 



This workshop focuses on the following: · What is implicit bias? · Why does history matter to implicit bias? · Why does implicit bias matter in 
our everyday lives? · What does science say about ‘ameliorating our implicit biases?’ 
 
Although this workshop centers racialization and anti-Black bias in Canada, it also takes an intersectional approach to unpacking discrimination 
more broadly. Importantly, this workshop concludes with everyday practices shown to ameliorate implicit bias. To register, please visit 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/registration-implicit-bias-workshop-with-rachel-zellars/. For further information, please contact Julia Hall 
at hallj@vanier.college. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Friday, April 13th from 1 pm to 3 pm in A-320. Please be advised that space is limited. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming APOP Webinars 
 
Asynchronous Distance Learning: How do you Efficiently Organize your Content? 
Friday, March 9, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.  
 
A 3D Printer as a Pedagogical Tool… Really? 

Tuesday , March 13,  12:00 to 1:30 p.m.  

 

 
For details on both webinars, see APOP’s site: 
https://apop.qc.ca/en/enseignement-superieur/calendrier/?date=2018-03-13 
 
 

Recent APOP Webinars Available Online 
 
Using Videogames to Engage Students in Deeper Learning Experiences 
https://apop.qc.ca/en/capsule/using-videogames-to-engage-students-in-deeper-learning-experiences/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Call for Nominations for the Gérald-Sigouin and Vecteur Pédagogique Awards 
 
The Association québécoise de pédagogie collégiale (AQPC) Board of Directors invites the College community to submit nominations for the 
following two awards: 
 

Gérald-Sigouin  
Awarded in recognition of the important influence its recipients have had on the pedagogical development of the college network 
through teaching, research, writing and administration. 
 
Vecteur Pédagogique  
Awarded to professionals whose pedagogical support to teachers or administrators in their college is distinguished through its 
beneficial impact on the College. 

 
For more information on the awards and nomination procedures see the AQPC site: 
http://aqpc.qc.ca/en/honour-roll 
 

Patti Kingsmill, Pedagogical Support and Innovation 
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STEM Centre News 

 

 
 

 

Euclid Mathematics Competition 
 
On April 11th from 10:30-1pm, we will be hosting the local Euclid Mathematics Competition. The deadline for students to sign up online is 
March 15th. http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y 
 

Pi Day Celebrations and Pi-Recital Contest 
 
Stop by the STEM Centre on March 14th to see students recite Pi from memory. Pie and coffee will be served to celebrate Pi Day.  
 

Science, on tourne! Engineering Competition 
 
Info for this year's competition is now live! It can be viewed via the MSC website: 
http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/science-on-tourne.php. This year’s challenge is to 
build an autonomous machine capable of throwing shuttlecocks and hitting targets. 
The competition will take place on April 4th and there are cash prizes to be won! 
Interested students can sign up online in groups of up to 3 students: 
http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y  
 
Up to 30 hours can go towards the STAR Program.   
 
Please encourage your students to participate.  
 

 
 

Science Week 2018: March 26-29: Reserve a spot for your class! 
Our annual Science Week will take place March 26th to 29th.  
 

Science Week Schedule 
 
Monday, March 26th 1pm (Auditorium) 
Toward a Cardio-Protective City by Dr. Francois Reeves, Université de Montréal 
 
Monday, March 26th 2:30pm (Auditorium) 
Brain Imaging, Big Data, and Neuroscience:  Insights on the incredible plastic brain 
by Dr. Mallar Chakravarty, McGill University 

http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y
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Tuesday, March 27th 2pm (Auditorium) 
The Math of Artificial Intelligence by Dr. Alain Tapp, Université de Montréal 
 
Wednesday, March 28th at 10:30am (Auditorium) 
Fractal Sets (Exciting Title to Come) 
by Dr. Dima Jakobson, McGill University 
 
Wednesday, March 28th 12pm (D-301/STEM Centre)  
Science Coffeehouse ft. performances by science students and faculty! 
Please come by for a coffee or tea and enjoy some entertainment.   
Vanier Robotics will also be selling baked treats and showing off their robot. 
 
Thursday, March 29th at 8:30am (Auditorium)  
Vanier Alumni Science Student Panel  
Juan Carlos Borges, Vicky Liparri, Mitch Dumont, Stephanie Wiseman, and Annie Xue  
 
Thursday, March 29th at 11:30am (Auditorium)  
Wastewater Cleanup to Mustard Gas Detoxification: Surprising Applications for Molecular Sponges  
by Ashlee Howarth, Concordia University 
 
If you are interested in bringing your class to any of the talks listed above, please send an email to rankina@vaniercollege.qc.ca to confirm a 
spot. All classes are welcome. 
 
More information will soon be live at http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/science-week 
 
Thank you for passing on the information to your students. 

 
Ashley Rankin, STEM Centre 

 

26th Annual Symposium on the Holocaust and Genocide 
 

 
The 26th Annual Symposium on the Holocaust and Genocide, April 9-13, 2018 entitled Civic Responsibility:  

Toward Dialogue is quickly approaching.  The speakers associated with the symposium either go into 

classrooms or they may be available in the Auditorium (see below).  Please contact me as soon as you are 

able to ensure that we can accommodate your class so that you can get you the speaker of your choice.  

The deadline to make all choices is Friday, March 23rd. 

 

I would also like to thank Communications student, Allysa Rutenberg, for designing our poster this year. 

 

Speakers that will present in the Auditorium  

 

 Our Honorary Chairman is Dr. Charles Asher Small, one of Vanier’s Social Science alumni who later 

received his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from McGill University; M.Sc. in Urban Development 

Planning in Economics, Development Planning Unit, University College London; and a Doctorate of 

Philosophy (D.Phil.), St. Antony’s College, Oxford University. He also completed post-doctorate research at 

the Groupement de recherche ethnicité et société, Université de Montréal.  He is the founding Director and President of the Institute 

for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy (ISGAP).  He convened ground-breaking academic seminar series in the emerging 

field of contemporary antisemitism studies at Columbia University, Harvard University, McGill University, amongst others. He will be 

speaking in the Auditorium. He will be speaking on Wednesday, April 11th at 8:30 on the topic of contemporary antisemtism. 

 

 Dr. Wahied Wagnat-Hagh, Past President of the International Human Rights League.   Wahied Wahdat-Hagh was born in 

Ludwigsburg, Germany (October 20, 1957). In the 1960s, he resided in Tehran, with a one-year interruption in Hamburg. He is a 

German citizen and has lived in Germany since 1971. He has a Diploma in Sociology, with the subsidiary subjects of Psychology and 

mailto:rankina@vaniercollege.qc.ca
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Education. He has a second Diploma in Political Science, as well as his PhD in Political Science.  He was a fellow with Memri and 

European Foundation for Democracy. He will be speaking on the topic of Religious Discrimination in Iran, from Antisemitism over 

Anti-Bahaism to the Persecution of New Christians.  He will be speaking on Monday, April 9th at 2:30. 

 

 Dr. Barbara Perry, a Professor in the Faculty of Social Science and Humanities at the University of Ontario Institute of Technology. 

She has written extensively on social justice generally, and hate crime specifically. She has published several books spanning both 

areas, including Diversity, Crime and Justice in Canada, and In the Name of Hate: Understanding Hate Crime. She was the General 

Editor of a five volume set on hate crime (Praeger), and editor of Volume 3: Victims of Hate Crime of that set. Her work has been 

published in journals representing diverse disciplines: Theoretical Criminology, Journal of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Journal of 

History and Politics; and American Indian Quarterly. Dr. Perry continues to work in the area of hate crime, and is making substantial 

contributions to the limited scholarship on hate crime in Canada, including work on anti-Muslim violence, hate crime against LGBTQ 

communities, the community impacts of hate crime, and right wing extremism in Canada.  She will be speaking on right-wing 

extremism in Canada. She will be speaking Thursday, April 12th at 2:30. 

 

 Professor Frédéric Mégret, McGill Law Professor at Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism.  He was Canada Research Chair in 

Law, Human Rights and Legal Pluralism from 2006 to 2015. Professor Mégret is the author of Le Tribunal pénal international pour le 

Rwanda (Pedone, 2002) and a co-editor with Professor Philip Alston of the second edition of The United Nations and Human Rights: 

A Critical Appraisal (Oxford University Press, 2010).  He will be speaking on genocide prevention and the right to protect.  He will be 

speaking on Tuesday, April 10th at 10:30. 

 

 Cheryl MacDonald, as the Liberal government holds the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous People, people like 

Cheryl McDonald, a Mohawk woman from Kanesatake, are sharing their painful stories.  McDonald's sister, Carleen Marie McDonald, 

went missing in Akwesasne in 1988 and a deer hunter found her sister’s remains seven weeks later.  It is Cheryl's intention in speaking 

out is to go beyond being angry at the past injustices and to find peace and help Indigenous people and Canadians to work and live 

together.  This has always been a silent dream of hers that she has only recently spoken of. She will be speaking on Friday, April 13th 

at 10:00 on the topic Working Together Toward Healing: One Indigenous Woman's View of Multi-Generational Trauma in 

Indigenous Communities.  This is in conjunction with the Vanier College Indigenous Circle. 

 

 

Speakers available in the Classroom: 

 

 Workshop entitled Being a Refugee in Canada (conducted by the Montreal Holocaust Museum). 

 

This activity about forced migration during the Second World War and today, offers the opportunity to consider why an individual 

might leave everything behind to start a new life elsewhere, as well as the responsibilities of states and civil societies. It highlights 

primary and secondary sources, and offers several analytical charts. Throughout the workshop, students discuss the issues inherent 

to becoming a refugee, make links between the past and present and engage with concepts of active citizenship.  

 

Workshop available in English and French. Available for classes on Monday April 9th at any time or on Tuesday April 10th in the 

afternoon. 

 

 Guided tours through the exhibit entitled Shoah:  How was it Humanly Possible?  This is an exhibit by Yad Vashem on loan to Vanier 

College for the week. 

 

The exhibition deals with major historical aspects of the Holocaust, beginning with 

Jewish life in pre-Holocaust Europe and ending with the liberation of Nazi concentration and extermination camps across the continent 

and the remarkable return to life of the survivors.  

 

The panels feature explanatory texts, interspersed with personal stories of the victims, quotes, original photographs and images of 

relevant artifacts. 

 



 “The making and remaking of a German 20th century composer: Kurt Weill (1900-1950), Threepenny Opera, and the legacy of 

1933”  (Thursday, April 12, 14:30) 

 

Marlene Eberhart (Music, Vanier), and Doug Price (National Theatre School) will discuss Kurt Weill’s career before and after 1933, 

with a focus on his hit, Threepenny Opera of 1928 (being performed by NTS this February 2018). Weill was committed to a renewed 

German opera that spoke to timely social issues in a musical style that was modern and both sophisticated and popular. He had begun 

to make his mark in the German, and European, cultural scene with works like Threepenny Opera and The Rise and Fall of the State of 

Mahagony, and through his published music criticism. But he and his works were increasingly reviled by Nazi propaganda: he and his 

wife were forced to flee to France in early 1933 after the Nazis came to power, and then on to the U.S.  From the mid 1930s, he wrote 

music considered important to the development of the American musical, among which Street Scene. His songs have been widely 

recorded and remain popular today. We will illustrate with musical examples and extracts from Weill’s writings, and Doug Price will 

elaborate on the performance aspects of Threepenny Opera, with footage from the NTS recent production. 

 

 Raphael Wibmer’s presentation, What do Quebec and Austria have in common? Raphael is an Austrian Holocaust Memorial Intern 

who will be speaking on: The role of media in shaping and creating images of national identity,  the influence of media in creating 

and prioritizing social issues, the effects of immigration policies on refugees and would be immigrants, minority and ethnic rights, the 

moral responsibility of individuals and the collective responsibility of governments, and to address the distinction between advertising 

and propaganda.   

 

 

Holocaust survivors are available to come into your classrooms, we have access to some of the survivors that speak at Vanier annually such 

as Sidney Zoltak, Ted Bolgar and Ben Bicher.  We also have access to survivors new to Vanier including survivors that speak French.  This 

includes: 

 

1.  Paula Boltzmann (English speaking) was born in 1935 in Warsaw, Poland. The German army invaded Poland in September 1939 and Paula’s 

father was called into the army and was never heard of again. Paula and her mother, Bella, fled Warsaw a few months after the German 

occupation. They managed to get across the border to the Soviet Union but were discovered by the Soviet authorities. They were arrested 

and sent to a Soviet labor camp in Siberia. Paula, a little girl of 4, spent her days alone in the barracks, while Bella was cutting lumber with the 

other prisoners. In 1940 they were sent from Siberia to Uzbekistan, where they remained until the end of the war.  

 

2. Elie Dawang (French or English speaking) was born in 1934 in Paris, France. The German army invaded the northern part of France in 1940. 

In 1941 the French police arrested Elie and his parents and imprisoned them. Elie’s parents were sent to Auschwitz. His father managed to 

get Elie out of prison before they were taken away. Elie went into hiding with a Jewish acquaintance of his parents, Genia Ginsburg. For a 

while they hid in the suburbs of Paris but after a big roundup of Jews in Paris in July 1942, they fled to a small village and they stayed there 

until liberation.  

 

3. Leon Celemencki (French speaking) was born in Belfort, France, in 1940, the youngest of three children. His parents were originally from 

Poland and moved to France in 1932 in order to escape increasing persecution facing Jewish Poles. Leon was two years old when his mother 

was deported to Auschwitz, in 1942, where she was murdered. Only narrowly escaping deportation, his father placed Leon and his two older 

sisters in the care of O.S.E. (Organisation Secours Enfants) in order to protect them from being found and deported by the French police. 

 

4. Fishel Goldig (French or English speaking) was born in 1933 in Mielnica, Ukraine. The German army occupied the town in 1941 and many 

restrictions were imposed on the Jews. In 1942 the Germans murdered many Jews in town and forced the rest to move to the ghetto of the 

nearby Borszczow. When news spread that the ghetto would soon be liquidated, people started fleeing. They found a Ukrainian farmer who 

was willing to hide Fishel, his parents and his aunt’s family. They spent almost two years in a hole dug out from the potato cellar. They spent 

two years in a Displaced Person’s camp and arrived in Montreal in 1948.  

 

Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 

 

 

 



DECELLES SHARED STREET NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

 
 
You might have heard that Decelles Street will be transformed over the next few years, starting with some temporary installations this 

summer. It was one of 3 new projects selected in 2018 for public funding by Montreal’s Shared Street program.  

 

Over the next few weeks, there will public consultations and activities, where you can participate in shaping the future right outside our 

campus. Given that this is the main pedestrian connection to Vanier College from Côte-Vertu Metro, don’t miss this opportunity to share your 

thoughts and ideas. 

 

Here are 3 ways to get involved: 

 

1. Encourage your students to register for the Decelles Shared Street Student Design Competition organized by I.D.E.A.S. Studio 

Vanier. It may be possible to add a few more eager students to the 17 teams registered to date.  

https://goo.gl/forms/5MCjfw0yPJweLolh1 

 

2. Join the Decelles Street Exploratory Walk at Universal Break on March 14. This activity is for students only and spaces are limited. 

Register by contacting the Urban Ecology Centre: ruedecelles@ecologieurbaine.net  or 514‐282‐8378 #225 

 

3. Participate in the public consultation event on Tuesday, March 20 starting at 6:45pm at the Borough of Saint-Laurent (777 Marcel-

Laurin, City Council Chamber on the 2nd floor). Registration required: ruedecelles@ecologieurbaine.net  or 514‐282‐8378 #225 

 

For more information, contact: 

 

Richard Klopp, Architectural Technology 

https://goo.gl/forms/5MCjfw0yPJweLolh1
mailto:ruedecelles@ecologieurbaine.net
mailto:ruedecelles@ecologieurbaine.net


 
 





 



 



 


