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Inauguration of the Linda and Sheldon Kagan Collection at 
Vanier College  

 
Amid smiles, speeches, music, song and applause, Vanier College 
officially inaugurated the new Linda and Sheldon Kagan Music 
Collection now housed on the 5th floor of the Vanier Library. Last 
year, well-known Montreal concert promoter Sheldon Kagan 
donated his extensive collection of albums, CDs, books and music 
tapes to the Vanier College Music Department. With the 
completion of the renovated Vanier Learning Commons/Library, 
the collection now has a permanent home. 
 
Sheldon Kagan’s generous donation is a stunning collection of 
recordings—somewhere in the range of 10,000 LPs, 45-rpm 
singles, CDs, and cassettes that include not only a wide variety of 
popular music and dance hits from the 1940s until today, but also 
obscure artists and jazz, classical, and world music. The material 
will be used by students from all five Vanier Music programs. 
 
“Music is one of Vanier College’s most popular programs and has 
produced many successful graduates. Sheldon Kagan’s generous 
donation will allow our students to use materials and hear music 
that will offer them a unique view of music history and of the 
entertainment business in Montreal,” says Mr. John McMahon, 
Director General of Vanier College. 
 
On hand to celebrate the inauguration of the Collection were 
friends and performers who had worked with Sheldon for many 
years including: Patsy Gallant, Wind and Strings, Matt Mardini, 
Pierre Perpall, and Janice Greenberg, as well as Father John Walsh, 
Alan Hustak, Guy Trottier and Miki Mihavolich. 
 
See the news release:  
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/newsroom/inauguration-of-the-linda-
and-sheldon-kagan-collection-at-vanier-college/  
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications  
 

 
 

The Tropics:  Opportunities and Challenges 

  
For the second time, a universal 

complementary course entitled “The 

Tropics:  Opportunities and Challenges - 

An Exploration of Human-Environment 

Relationships in Belize” will be offered in 

the 2018 winter semester.   

 

The course will include a ten-day field trip 

to Belize during spring break 2018, in 

addition to eight lectures prior to 

departure.  Course topics will be 

addressed through a multi-disciplinary framework that will include 

natural resource sciences, economics, geography, international 

development, sociology, history and tourism.   

 

An information session will be held on September 13th from 12:30 

to 1:30 pm in A-310.  Students from all programs are 

welcome.   Please have a look at http://www.belizevanier.com/ for 

information from the 2016 course. 

  

For additional information, please contact Brandee Diner 

(Environmental and Wildlife Management): 

dinerb@vaniercollege.qc.ca or Myriam Mansour (Geography): 

mansourm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

 
Brandee Diner, Environmental and Wildlife Management 
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Un nouveau de cours de français portant sur le 
développement durable 

 
Chers collègues, 
 
Un nouveau de cours de français 
portant sur le développement 
durable sera offert à la session 
d'hiver 2018. Ce cours inclura un 
voyage d'études en France et en 
Suisse durant la semaine de relâche 
de mars 2018. Les étudiants 
devront ensuite réaliser un projet 
concret en faveur de la protection 
de l'environnement en équipe 
multidisciplinaire.  
 

Ce cours s'adresse à tous les étudiants de niveau 101 à 103 qui ont 
déjà complété leur premier cours de français. Une rencontre 
d'informations aura lieu le mercredi 27 septembre à 12h30 au F 
216. N'hésitez pas à faire connaître ce nouveau cours à vos 
étudiants!  
 
Pour plus d'informations, communiquez avec: 
 
Isabelle Rivest (rivesti@vaniercolle.qc.ca) Ext. 7853 
ou avec Stéphane Giroux (girouxs@vaniercollege.qc.ca) Ext.: 7830 
 
Merci et bonne journée! 
 

Isabelle Rivest, Département de français 

Call for Applications: 
Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship 

 
Please encourage students who like to write fiction, poetry, 
personal essays or other creative work, and who have good 
grades in English, to apply for the Meg Sircom Memorial 
Scholarship. 
 
Meg Sircom was an English teacher at our college from 2001-
2011.  She was a fiction writer, and valued both academic and 
creative writing. 
 
Scholarship amount: $500 
Deadline for applications: November 6, 2017 
 
Requirements: 

 The applicant must be a student at Vanier College during 
the A17 semester. 

 The student has received final grades of 80%+ in at least 
two English classes (101, 102, 103, HS) 

 The student will submit a portfolio of 5-15 pages of 
creative literary work (poetry, fiction, creative non-
fiction, graphic storytelling, or other) 

 
For information on applying, students should contact  

 their English teachers, or  

 Dana Bath (A513, 514-744-7500 x 7814, or through MIO) 
 

Dana Bath, English Department 

 

 
 

 

Indigenous Education Protocol Signing Ceremony – Wednesday, September 13, 12:30 – 1:30PM, Boardroom (F-216) 
 

The Vanier Indigenous Circle warmly welcomes all Vanier community members to a special 
ceremony to mark the signing of a pan-Canadian Indigenous Education Protocol. This protocol, 
designed by the Indigenous Education Committee of Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan), seeks 
to: “. . . support colleges’ and institutes’ commitment to Indigenous education and provide a 
vision of how they can strive to improve and better serve Indigenous peoples.” 

(https://www.collegesinstitutes.ca/policyfocus/indigenous-learners/protocol/background-and-
context/)  
 
Vanier College, as decreed by the Board of Directors in June 13, 2017, has agreed to become a 
signatory to the protocol.  
 
To mark this historic occasion in the evolution of Indigenous Education at our college, which 
supports the work that the Vanier Indigenous Circle has already been doing for many years, we 

will be hosting a ceremony in the boardroom (F-216) from12:30 – 1:30 on Wednesday, September 13.  
 
We will begin with an opening drum song and a smudging ceremony. Speakers will include invited members of local Indigenous communities, 
such as the Kanien’keha:ka (Mohawk) and the urban Indigenous community, the Vanier Indigenous Circle ,and John McMahon, our Director 
General. Light snacks and coffee will be available in the boardroom. 
 

Jacky Vallée, Lisa Sparkes, Marya Grant, David Piercey, The Vanier Indigenous Circle 
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Workshop for New Teachers! 
 
Join us for an informative session on how to navigate your new role at Vanier 
applying Universal Design for Learning principles.  
 
When: September 27, 12:30pm (Universal Break) 
 
What: Get tips and tricks on how to make your course inclusive and accessible.  
 
Suggest topics by completing a short survey at: 
 http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3824981/UDL 
 
Where: C-418 
 

Elena Cooperberg, Commerce Department, for the UDL Mentorship Team 
Elana, Tamara & Meghna 

 

PSI NEWS 
 
Calling all New and Newish Teachers 
The PSI office is hosting So Now You’re a CEGEP Teacher…, a casual get-together for teachers who are new to Vanier College or have only a 
few semesters at Vanier under their belts.   
  
The event will be an opportunity for you to get to know one another, ask questions of your peers, and share ideas to help you develop your 
teaching strategies and enrich the learning experience for all of your students.  
  
There will also be a short presentation that will help you to navigate your new work environment; it will provide a brief overview of the 
CÉGEP system, the program approach, and competency-based education. You’ll also find out about resources available to you as a teacher, 
including innovative pedagogical technologies.   
  
The event will be held in D-244 during UB on Wednesday, September 13th. Please register here on the PSI website.   
 
Office 365 Training for Teachers and Staff 
Microsoft will be on campus October 11th to give teachers and staff training in Office 365. There are many apps useful for classrooms and 
departments, so please come by and learn about what advantages Office 365 can offer. For more details, see our post on PSI’s site: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/office-365-training-for-teachers-and-staff/ 
 

Julia Hall, Pedagogical Support and Innovation 
 

FREE INTRODUCTION TO SIGN LANGUAGE 

 
 
An ASL Instructor from MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation 
Centre is coming to Vanier to offer an introductory 
course in American Sign Language. This series is open to 
any Vanier employee who wishes to acquire a new and 
unique skill in sign language. The cost of these sessions 
is being covered by the Vanier ACCESS Centre.  
 
The series will be comprise of four 90 minute 
workshops September 7, 14, 21 and 28 starting at 4pm in E-403. 
 
Space is limited and registration is first-come first-serve.  
 
For more information or to register contact Marie Longpré,longpreme@vaniercollege.qc.ca or ext. 7896  
 

Marie Elaine Longpré, Services for Students 
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Vanier Gardens – A space for all! 
 

 
 
What a season at the Vanier Collective Gardens this year! A detailed update is available on the 
website below. In sum, we can easily state that this project is thriving with success following 
improved infrastructures and increased visibility within the Vanier community. Our goal to make 
it a tool accessible to all teachers, staff, programs and sectors of the college is being achieve at an 
unprecedent rate. A Guide for Teachers and Staff is now available on the website. As usual, I invite 
you to contact me to discuss how this special live laboratory and educational landscape can serve 
you in your pedagogy. Our slogan Growing Knowledge drives all the initiatives we undertake!  
 
Volunteers welcome: Urban gardens need people to flourish. Likewise, the benefits and stress-
relieving effects of gardening on humans have been proven. Everyone can participate without any experience needed. Further, anyone can 
harvest and enjoy the produce, though moderately and respectful.  

Gardening Sessions for August-September with Janella, Shazia or Myriam:  

 Every Monday, 12:00-13:30  

 Every Tuesday, 12:30-14:00  

 Every Thursday, 10:30-12:00  

 Location: We always start at the Open garden and then perhaps move to other planters on campus – please check on the garden 
shed’s chalk board to find out where we are.   
 In case of rain: come to  B205 for indoor gardening workshops.   
 

Garden Meeting – open to all: September 12, 12:00-13:00 in B205. For details please contact Myriam. 
 

Making use of the Open Garden space: A key to the garden shed available to all Vanier ID holders at the Security office, allowing anyone to 
use the space for either gardening or social events such as the “Eclipse at the Garden” event on August 21. Contact me to organize your own 
event. 
 

Access educational material & audio-visuals on the Gardens:  

- Visit the Gardens website: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/sustainability-major/collective-gardens/  

- Visit the Gardens Omnivox Portal Community: https://vaniercollege.omnivox.ca/intr/VanierCollectiveGardens/ Have a great green spring 
everyone!  
 

Stay informed of upcoming gardening sessions and other events:  
- Sign up to our mailing system, Mail Chimp: http://eepurl.com/b7vStn  
- Join our face book page: Vanier College Collective Gardens: https://www.facebook.com/groups/956934947670755/?ref=bookmarks  
- Contact Myriam at mansourm@vaniercollege.qc.ca or ext. 7329 
 

Thank you for passing the information on to your students and colleagues! 
 

Myriam Mansour, Geography 
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Vanier College Humanities Symposium: Call for Presenters 

 

Humanities Symposium, February 5th-9th, 2018 
 
The Humanities Department at Vanier College is hosting its 7th annual Humanities Symposium, to be held during the week of Monday, February 
5th to Friday, February 9th, 2018. The symposium committee invites scholarly, academic, professional, and artistic expressions on the theme of 
“Beauty.” 
 

Theme Description 
 

“Beauty will be convulsive, or it will not be at all,” declared the founder of the surrealist movement, André Breton, in his novel, Nadja (1928). 
This was not merely an eccentric provocation. Indeed, the statement embodies the modernist spirit which, from dance and music to art, 
architecture, and literature, set out to dismantle the classical idea of beauty as something that had to do with order, harmony, and reason, 
and that was supposed to be pleasing to the senses. Neither was this merely a youthful revolt against tradition. The modernists wanted to 
draw attention to the fact that classical beauty had increasingly come to appear meaningless: detached from old metaphysical ideals and 
incapable of responding to a world permeated by violence, injustice, and exploitation. Today, despite the enduring lack of agreement 
concerning the meaning or value of the concept, we nevertheless continue to be both fascinated by beauty, and our responses to it reveal 
much about who we are. Ideas about beauty permeate our explicit or implicit, conscious or unconscious notions of sex, gender, class, race, 
ethnicity, health, or power, and today’s beauty industry is not only unprecedented in scale, but also in its function as a kind of moral, social, 
political, or economic imperative hardly anyone can escape. So how should we think about beauty in the 21st century? How should we speak 
about this seemingly indefinable quality that, all too often, can feel at once oppressive and rare? 
 

Submission Criteria 
 

The theme of beauty is not bound to any particular field of inquiry and invites analyses and interpretation from art, music, cinema, literature, 
architecture, design, gender and sexuality, media studies, ethnic studies, cultural studies, religion, history, and science to name only a few 
possible modes of inquest. We invite individuals from a multitude of backgrounds to freely appropriate the theme of beauty, in order to 
develop presentations according to their acumen and expertise.  
 
Abstracts should be roughly 50 - 75 words and ideally should not exceed 250 words. Please send abstracts to the symposium committee, c/o 
the following email: koloszyd@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 

Submission deadline for abstracts is Friday, October 20th, 2017. 
 
All presentations will be held in the Vanier College Auditorium. Presenters will be expected to speak for approximately 40 minutes and allow 
10-15 minutes for questions and discussion. Audio-visual technologies are available upon request. 
 
Questions and concerns pertaining to any aspect of the Humanities Symposium should be addressed to David Koloszyc at 
koloszyd@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

David Koloszyc, Humanities Department 
 

Academic Council AGENDA 
 
Meeting : Friday, September 15, 2017, 1:00 p.m. 
Room F-216 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda  

 
3. Approval of the Minutes of May 26, 2017 
 
4. Business Arising from the Minutes 
a) Recommendations of Academic Space Committee (A-C. Banville) 
b) Indigenous Protocol (A-C. Banville) 
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c) Program Management Policy Implementation (A-C. Banville, I. Delisle) 
d) By-Law No. 3 (A-C. Banville) 
 
5. Main Business  

i. Items for Recommendation 
a) Election of 2017-2018 Alternate Vice-Chair (M. DeNora) 
b) Agreements of Understanding  

 Jinzhong Vocational and Technical College (A. Perout) 

 Shandong Foreign Trade Vocational College (A. Perout) 

 Université de Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines (A. Perout) 
c) St. Petersburg Agreement – Cancellation (A. Perout) 
d) Code of Conduct (M. Magnan, G. Iaboni) 

 
ii. Items for Consultation 

a) 2017-2018 Academic Council Committees (A-C. Banville) 
b) 2017-2018 Academic Council Items (A-C. Banville) 

 
6. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence  
a) 2017-2018 Academic Dean’s Items (A-C. Banville) 
b) June 2017 Board of Directors Meeting (A-C. Banville) 
c) Fall 2017 Enrollment Update (T. Ingerman) 
d) AQPC  Conference (I. Delisle) 
e) Learning Commons Update (H. Kavallos) 
f) International Students (A. Perout) 
g) 2016-2017 Teaching Excellence (A-C. Banville) 
 
7. Adjournment 

Olga Mardas, for Academic Council 
 
 

 



 



 


