
 
 

    

 
   
 

Intercom is published regularly and serves to inform Vanier staff and teachers of notices and special events. It is posted on the Vanier College Website  and distributed electronically. 
Submissions should be sent to intercom@vaniercollege.qc.ca.   Submissions should be in WORD, and sent as an attachment.  No formatting or bullets. Deadline: 4:00 p.m. on the 
Wednesday preceding publication. 

 
 

 
 

Reminder – Schedule Change – Day Division 

 
Please note that on Thursday, May 11, 2017 students and faculty 
will follow their Friday schedule.  Please remind students in your 
classes of this change. 
 

Olga Mardas, Office of the Academic Dean 
 

Time to register for the annual AQPC Symposium  
 

 
 
The 37th AQPC symposium will take place June 6 to 8, 2017 in 
downtown Montreal, at Concordia University. This year Vanier 
College and Cégep de Saint-Laurent are co-hosting the event 
whose theme for 2017 is Our legacy. 
 

The official program and schedule are now posted on the AQPC 
website: http://aqpc.qc.ca/en/symposium/program  
 

Time to register and take advantage of the early-bird savings and 
advantages:  http://aqpc.qc.ca/en/symposium/register  
 

See the program to find Vanier teachers who will present 
workshops during the symposium. View the invitation from the 
Directors General of Vanier and Saint-Laurent: 
 https://youtu.be/vHptjsjcvLs 
 

Darren Becker, Vanier Communications and Corporate Affairs 

 

English Exit Exam Information Sessions 
 
The Tutoring and Academic Success Centre (TASC) is offering 
information sessions to help students prepare for the English Exit 
Exam. Please encourage your students to make use of all the 
assistance available to them. 
 
This 1-hour session will give information about the exam: what it 
looks like, what one will be asked to do, how it is assessed and 
suggestions on how to write it. We will also discuss tips on what to 
do to pass the English Exit Exam.  All of these sessions are the same; 
students only need to attend one: 

 Wednesday, May 3rd, 12:00pm-1:00pm, Amphitheatre (B223) 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please send me a MIO or 
visit TASC, E300. 

 
Kimberley-Blue Muncey, Tutoring and Academic Success Centre (TASC) 

 

2017 Student Life Award 
 
The Student Life Award recognizes those graduating students who 
deserve recognition for their commitment, integrity and 
perseverance in contributing to Vanier's student life, aside from 
academic achievement. Leadership, effort, and the ability to 
motivate and involve others are often the qualities exhibited by 
Student Life Award recipients. 
 
The Selection Committee invites recommendations from those 
persons familiar with the candidate's activities at Vanier College. 
Any student, faculty or staff member of Vanier College may 
nominate a candidate for the Student Life Award. 
 
Please print and complete the nomination form found on the web 
at: 
http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/student-services/student-
development/student-life-awards.php and return it together with 
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your letter of recommendation to the Student Life Award 
Selection Committee in Student Services, C-203, no later than 4pm 
on May 11, 2017. 
 

Donata Parisella, Student Services 
 

Saltise Conference Registration now Open 
 
This year, the 6th Annual Saltise Conference taking place on June 
5th has been organized by teachers from Vanier, Kevin Lenton and 
myself. This year’s theme is: Interconnecting Design and 
Assessment: New frontiers for engaging the learner 
 
Registration is currently open. 
http://www.saltise.ca/conference-2017/registration/ 
 
Registration is free for early birds. 
 

Marielle Beauchemin, Micromedia 
 
 

2017 Graduation Ceremony 

 
The Vanier College Graduation Ceremony honouring the 2016-
2017 graduates will take place on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 
Théâtre Maisonneuve of Place des Arts at 7:30pm. 
 
If you would like to join us as we celebrate the graduates please 
email Annabelle Kennedy at kennedya@vanier.college  for a ticket.  
 
There will be a reserved section at the front of the Théâtre for 
faculty and staff.  
 
Reserved seating tickets will be sent via internal mail or picked up 
in F-229 at the beginning of June.  

 
Annabelle Kennedy, Vanier Communications 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Jeremy Levett!  
 

 
 

Congratulations to first-year Vanier Science student Jeremy Levett who was awarded First Place 
at the Sanofi Biogenius Canada Regional Competition Awards Ceremony, at Sanofi Canada, on 
April 20th.  
 

His work aimed to characterize the biochemical mechanisms through which protein GCN2 regulates pulmonary veno-occlusive 
disease, which is a devastating and rapidly progressing condition resulting from the constriction of pulmonary veins.  

Jeremy will now be representing the province of Québec on the SBC National competition, taking place in Ottawa at between 
May 8 and 11th.  

Lissiene Silva Neiva, Biology Department 

http://www.saltise.ca/conference-2017/registration/
mailto:kennedya@vanier.college
http://biogenius.ca/


Vanier’s Maria Gheta wins a National Bank-FAEQ bursary 

       

Congratulations to Vanier Science student and synchronized swimmer Maria Gheta (photo on the left) and to Science student and track and 

field athlete Tatiana Aholou (photo on the right), who both received $4,000 scholarships for Academic Excellence, from the National Bank 

Bursary Program in partnership with the Québec Foundation for Athletic Excellence (FAEQ).   

 

In all 40 student athletes recently received bursaries celebrating Academic excellence, successfully balancing sport and study, and leadership. 

 

Maria and Tatiana received their bursaries from Mr. Martin Lavigne, President of the National Bank Financial, Wealth Management and Mr. 

Louis Vachon, President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Bank. 

 

Maria Gheta is a synchronized swimmer who won gold in the duet at the 2016 Senior Canadian Championships. As a member of the Quebec 

Team, she was also on the gold winning team at the 2016 US Open in California. Her bursary for Academic Excellence is reflected in the fact 

that in spite of her demanding training schedule, Maria maintains a 91% average while studying science at Vanier.   

 

She is a high performance and energetic swimmer with great extension while executing her figures. Keeping in mind her goal of earning a spot 

on the senior team, Maria concentrates on the full extension of her legs in her figures and keeping her toes pointed.  Passionate about science 

and the environment, she plans to pursue university studies in meteorology. 

 

Maria likes the multidisciplinary aspect of her sport, which requires the grace and flexibility of dance as well as strength, endurance, 

imagination and good lungs. Like many student athletes, she needs to manage her time well in order to succeed in her studies and her sport. 

Maria dreams of participating in the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games.  

 

For her part, track and field athlete, Tatiana Aholou, set a Quebec junior record in long jump with a jump of 6.04 meters and a record in the 

60-meter hurdles with a time of 8.41 seconds.  She was a triple champion in the 60-meter, 60-meter hurdles and the long jump at the 2016 

Canadian Indoor Championships. As well, she was a double Gold Medal winner in the 100m at the 2016 Canadian Youth and Canadian Junior 

Championships.   

 

In spite of her very busy schedule, Tatiana manages to maintain an 88% academic average. She is a gifted athlete with unusual speed and the 

ability to adjust her technique very rapidly. She is working on improving her sprint starts and reaction times as well as her skill on the jumping 

board of the long jump.  Tatiana hopes to represent Canada at the 2017 Youth Commonwealth Games and eventually continue practicing her 

sport at the university level. Her long-term goal is to pursue a career in psychiatry.   

 

Congratulations to both athletes and best of luck for their future endeavors. 

 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
 



Vanier College and the cégep de Saint-Laurent are thrilled with the proposed implantation of the 
first cyber physical laboratory in Canada 
 

Vanier College and the cégep de Saint-Laurent are pleased to welcome the recent announcement by the Centre de recherche industrielle du 

Québec (CRIQ) that it plans to implant the first cyber physical laboratory in Canada in the Borough of Saint-Laurent. The project will be realized 

by CRIQ in partnership with Festo. 

 

This project lines up perfectly with the plans of local educational institutions to foster more involvement with business and industry, 

particularly in the area of Continuing Education. Thanks to this investment in Saint-Laurent, Vanier College and the cégep de Saint-Laurent will 

provide the expertise to study the possibility of developing a program of study adapted to the new requirements of Industry 4.0. 

 

“This project will allow students to have access to cutting edge installations for training. This valuable addition to the education of future 

technicians will create a better trained workforce that will help companies make the necessary technological changes,” says Mathieu Cormier, 

Director General of the cégep de Saint-Laurent. 

 

“During this new era of the 4.0 Industrial Revolution, we must speed up the development of new competencies since they are a key component 

of assuring a successful technological change. This project is a splendid opportunity to align our training programs with the true needs of 

manufacturing industries,” says John McMahon, Director General of Vanier College. 

 

As well, the new website, Unis pour les travailleurs de Saint-Laurent http://formation40.ca/ , created by the Marguerite-Bourgeoys School 

Board, Vanier College and the cégep de Saint-Laurent, highlights the Continuing Education training aimed at responding to the needs of the 

job market.  

 
Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 

 

Language School Danish/German Exchange 2017 

 

It is already the final week of our Danish/German students.  They will be flying back home on Friday April 29th after having spent four 

weeks at Vanier studying English, French and/or music.  

 

The Language School would like to thank those who participated and made this years’ group a success.  A special thanks goes out to the 

homestay families for making their stay a comfortable one.   

 

We hope to host this group again next year. 

 
Tommy Diamantakos, Language School 

 

http://formation40.ca/


 
 

Please bring the S.T.A.R. Program to your students’ attention!  
 
The Student Transcript Activity Record (S.T.A.R) is a non-credit entry on a students’ official transcript for 60+ hours of volunteer work in their 
school or community. Participation in the S.T.A.R. Program will be noted on their CEGEP transcript upon graduation.  A government-mandated 
program, this is recognized by university scholarship committees as part of volunteer entrance requirements, and recognized for university 
admission and by future employers. 
 
To qualify, students: 

 Must be a full-time student at Vanier during the period of volunteer involvement 

 Must complete a minimum of 60 hours of services with their activity 

 Must be in good academic standing 

 Must not obtain any form of compensation for their involvement in the activity 

 Must complete the application form, detailing their experience and skills development and have the form signed by their volunteer 
work supervisor or mentor. 

  
The application deadline for this semester is 11 May. 
 
For further information about this program and to apply:   www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/star-program/about/ 
 
For questions, contact Rowena Selby in Student Services at starprogram@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 

Rowena Selby, Student Services 
 

Sustainability-in-Action universal complementary course next Autumn 
 

Teachers please let your students know about the Sustainability-in-Action 
universal complementary course to be offered next Autumn.  
 

Ask them the following questions: 
 
Are you concerned about the environment in a post-Donald Trump world? In 2015, with the 
signing of the Paris Climate Agreement, it seemed like the planet was on the road to averting 
environmental disasters that would be caused by unmitigated climate change. But the American 
government now seems to be undoing much of what the Paris Agreement had achieved. Is there 
still a chance to avoid disaster? If there isn’t, how are we going to deal with the coming storm?  
 
To learn the answers to these questions, students should consider enrolling in the universal 
complementary course, Sustainability-in-Action (365-HSB-VA) in the fall of 2017. This is a hands-
on, practical course in which students complete projects related to an environmental theme. 
This fall our theme will be how to prepare for climate change that is real and beginning to have 
serious effects. Students will learn how to be ready for a world where food may not be just a 
supermarket trip away; where cars and cellphones may lack the energy to run them; and where 
buying toiletries means trading the bread you’ve baked for a bar of soap.  
 

Students interested in this course should MIO Mark Cohen or Stephanie Felkai or email cohenm@vaniercollege.qc.ca or 

felkais@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 

 
Mark Cohen, English Department 
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Music News 
 

Third-year Improvisation Groups in Recital  
 
This Wednesday, May 3, beginning at noon in the Auditorium, will be the last time this year that the students in the three-year Professional 
Music and Song Techniques program take to the stage for our listening pleasure. A bittersweet moment to be sure as we get ready to say 
goodbye to another fine group of talented young musicians, but such is the nature of time marching on.  
 
Directed by Nick Di Tomaso, the three groups’ fourth and final appearance of the year is sure to be a high-energy affair, with all original tunes 
composed and arranged by the students themselves. So now that Spring has officially arrived with its mix of rain and sun (and warm and cool, 
and mud and mire) why not come down and join us at this free and unique recital for a bit of cool and a lot of hot before the rush is on to 
cram for exams? 
 

Elijah is on the Way! 
 
May is finally here, and you all know what that means—Elijah is getting closer! Not the actual prophet of 
course, but the massive oratorio completed by Felix Mendelssohn in 1846, a year before he died.  
 
Next week, on Tuesday May 9, the Vanier College Choir in collaboration with the Choeur Saint-Laurent and 
the McGill Chamber Orchestra will tackle what is arguably the greatest of Mendelssohn’s sacred works. As 
R. Larry Todd writes in Grove Music Online, “Mendelssohn's other sacred works lie largely in the shadow 
of St Paul and Elijah.” (If you are reading this missive on your Vanier computer, go to 
http://www.oxfordmusiconline.com/subscriber/article/grove/music/51795pg11#S51795.11 to get the full 
scoop on Mendelssohn’s sacred compositions.)  
 
But I digress—all the details on tickets, venue, etc. that you need to know about for this performance are 
in the accompanying poster.  
 
OH! And choir director Philippe Bourque just popped into my office (honestly—he did just as I was typing 
this at 8:25 a.m. on Thursday last) to say that the first rehearsal with both choirs together was excellent 
and powerful. Based on this information, I prophesy a hugely successful concert. Clearly, an event you will 

NOT want to miss! 
Glen Ethier, Department of Music 

 

STEM Centre 
 

 

Biophysics Showcase 
 

 
Biophysics is a science option course offered at Vanier College.  As part of the course, students must propose a science topic to study and 
conduct their own research and/or experiments.  The projects have both physics and biology components.  Students will be on-hand to present 
their work between 10:00 AM and 1:00 pm today, May 1st, in the STEM Centre, D-301. 
 

UB Review Sessions 
 
During most universal breaks we host review sessions for various topics. These reviews are open to all students. The final UB reviews of 
the semester are this Wednesday: 
 
- Chemistry of Solutions on May 3rd in D505 by Prof. Jailson Lima 
- Secondary IV & V Math on May 3rd in D508 by Prof. Ellen Cooper 
- Electricity & Magnetism on May 3rd in D506 by Prof. Stephen Cohen 
 
Students wishing to attend should sign up online: http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y 
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Pre-Final Exam Review Sessions for Select Math & Science Courses  
 
Please inform your students of the following pre-final exam review sessions: 
 
MATH (with Prof. Ellen Cooper) 

Calculus 1  
Friday, May 19th from 1-3pm in N-226 
Calculus 2 
Tuesday, May 23rd from 1pm-3pm in B-223 Amphitheatre 

 
PHYSICS (with Prof. Stephen Cohen) 

Waves  
Friday, May 12th from 10am-12pm in B-223 Amphitheatre 
Mechanics  
Friday, May 19th from 10am-12pm in N-226 

 
CHEMISTRY (with Prof. Jailson Lima) 

Chemistry of Solutions (NYB) 
Monday, May 15th from 10am-12pm in B-223 Amphitheatre 
General Chemistry (NYA) 
Tuesday, May 16th 10am-12pm B-223 Amphitheatre 

 
BIOLOGY (with Prof. Lissiene Neiva) 

Biology II  
Monday, May 15th from 10 to 12, room TBA 
Biology I  
Monday, May 15th from 1 to 3pm, room TBA 

 
Students wishing to attend must sign up online in advance: http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y 
Space is limited. 
 

McGill Physics Laboratory Visit with Dr. Nikolas Provatas on May 5th  
 
Motivated Vanier science students wishing to participate can expect the following: 
  
“How can you use light to identify materials? We will discuss the wave model of light and observe these properties in action. We will discuss 
how the electrons in different atoms interact with light in characteristic ways, creating a kind of fingerprint of the material called the 
emission (or absorption) spectrum. We will observe the spectra of two gasses, finding the similarities and differences. We will explain how 
physicists and astronomers use this property to identify materials as one tool in their investigations. If there's time, we will describe how 
subatomic particles like electrons also have wave-like properties.” 
 
Space is very limited. Students wishing to attend must sign up online in advance: http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y 
 
Thank you for passing on the information to your students. 
 

Ashley Rankin, STEM Centre 

 

Tutoring & Academic Success Centre (TASC): Seeking Student Tutors for Fall 2017 
 
The Tutoring & Academic Success Centre (TASC) is looking to recruit new student tutors for next semester. Ideal English tutors should have a 
solid grasp of English written communication skills, strong study habits, as well as superior communication/social skills. Potential English tutors 
can be from any program. Ideal math/science tutors should also have strong study habits and superior communication skills, as well as a solid 
grasp of Math and/or Science subjects.  
 
If you have encountered any students who you feel would make excellent tutors, could you please forward their names and ID numbers to 
the attention of Joshua Berman (English tutors) or Ashley Rankin (Math & Science tutors).  Thank you very much for your help. 
 

Joshua Berman & Ashley Rankin, Tutoring & Academic Success Centre (TASC) 

http://bit.ly/hVuZ4y
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Returning of Borrowed Library Material 
 
In order to conduct a physical inventory of our collections (space allocation), please return all material you have checked out by May 1st. When 
the inventory is completed, you will be able to borrow them again.  
 

Access to Books for Students 
Even though all the books have now been shelved in the F-400 area (and is currently not accessible to the public), students are still able to 
request and check out books. 
 
Students who are looking to borrow books should follow the following steps: 
1. Find the call numbers through the library catalogue ( http://koha.vaniercollege.qc.ca/ ) and then write them down.  
2. Bring the list to the Circulation Desk in D-100 (temporary library space). 
3. Library staff will retrieve the books and ask students to pick up the books at a later point during the day or the day after. 

 
An alternative to physical books from the library are the databases Science Direct or Ebsco's ebook Academic Collection. 
 

Web of Science Database Trial  
 
The Vanier Library has a trial for Web of Science through June 27th. If you have the opportunity to try it out, please let us know what you think 
about it. To access WoS (on campus only), go to the library web page (www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/library) and click on databases under 
MENU.  Web of Science is at the bottom of the list. Please contact Susan Bissonnette (bissonns@vanier.college) if you have any questions. 
 

Scholarships for Students 

There are a number of scholarships and bursaries that are currently available to students. Some are program specific, while others are open 
to all students. Here is a list of all available scholarships along with the eligibility criteria: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/scholarships/. If 
students are looking for help with reviewing their application(s), they can visit Joshua Berman in B-205F. Please encourage your students to 
apply. 

The new Tutoring & Academic Success Centre opened as of April 3rd 

The Tutoring & Academic Success Centre (TASC) is accessible through the F-300 lobby and as of April 3rd, peer tutoring for English, Math, and 
Sciences takes place in the new space (E-300 wing). The space features access to 8 desktop computers, over 60 seats, versatile desks that 
students will be encouraged to move around based on their needs, offices for TASC professional staff, and a future Writing Centre. 
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The new STEM Centre opened as of March 20th  
 
The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Centre (formally the Math & Science Centre), has officially opened to everyone. It is 
located in D-301 and includes collaborative study space, the hackerspace/robotics lab, access to textbooks for in centre use, and 10 
computers.  
 

 
 
Thank you for your continued patience, 

 
Haritos Kavallos, Learning Commons 

kavalloh@vanier.college 
 

AQPC Symposium: Call for Volunteers – A Reminder 
 

 
 
Vanier College and Cégep Saint-Laurent will be hosting the Association québecoise de pédagogie collégiale (AQPC) Symposium that is set to 
take place from June 6th to 8th this year. Approximately 1,500 attendees are expected for this event which will primarily take place at Concordia 
University’s downtown campus. 
 
The preparation of the Symposium is long and involved, and the local organizing committee has already been hard at work planning the event 
for months. The committee is composed of staff members from both host colleges.  
 
As we approach the date, I remind you to consider volunteering and helping us make this event a great success. Current students, alumni, and 
retired staff members are equally encouraged to volunteer. Volunteer tasks are diverse and it will be possible for you to get involved based 
on hours that are convenient. The hours you dedicate to volunteering will be recognized as work hours. 
 
Those willing to volunteer can sign up to do so by completing the following form: https://goo.gl/forms/bfsxOoh13lG7udsJ3  
 
Thank you in advance for your support and collaboration. 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Learning Commons 
kavalloh@vanier.college 

 

mailto:kavalloh@vanier.college
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PSI News 
 
Pedagogical Animation 
 
PSI Workshop Series—Winter 2017 
 
Find the full schedule, detailed descriptions and registration forms here: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/professional-development/psi-
workshop-series/  
 
Registrations are currently open for these workshops:  
 

 NEXT WEEK Personal Storytelling as a Teaching Tool.  

Presenters: Stephen Dinsmore and Matt Goldberg. Date: May 5. Time: 14:00-15:30. Rm A314.  

 Presenting at a Conference Soon?  

Presenter: Isabelle Delisle. Date: May 10. Time: UB 12:00-13:30. Rm D221. 

 

Isabelle Delisle, Pedagogical Support and Innovation 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR (Dis)Comfort Zones:  Negotiating Tensions and  
Cultivating Belonging in College Classrooms in Quebec 
 

Dear Vanier community, 
 
The Critical Diversity in Higher Education (CDHE) research team at Vanier cordially invites you to 
(Dis)Comfort Zones: Negotiating Tensions and Cultivating Belonging in College Classrooms in Quebec, 
a two-day conference exploring issues of diversity and inclusion in the Cégep system.  
 
The event takes place Wednesday, May 17 to Thursday, May 18, 2017 in the auditorium (A-103). 
 
The primary objective of this conference—what we have termed a multi-vocal participatory workshop 
(MPW)—is to identify and exchange strategies for effectively managing the discomforts that inevitably 
emerge when individuals from diverse backgrounds encounter and interact with each other in the 
classroom. In the spirit of conversation, this event intertwines the voices of students, college educators, 
and experts on different forms of diversity and the “pedagogy of discomfort” in post-secondary 
educational institutions.  
 
Among the sessions offered are keynote presentations by the University of Toronto’s Dr. Megan Boler 
and the University of Minnesota’s Dr. Michael Goh; four panel discussions focusing on race and ethnicity, 

gender and sexuality, culture and religion, and language; a presentation on disability and inclusivity; and a Playback Theatre performance. 
 
This bilingual event, which is co-funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), aims not only to redefine the 
discussion around the topic of diversity and inclusion in higher education, but also to foster a more holistic perception of campus life and, 
ultimately, we hope, a greater sense of respect and belonging among all members of the Vanier community.  
 
With this in mind, we welcome not only faculty members, administrators, and professional staff to attend our conference, but also students, 
as they are the key stakeholders in this domain.    
 
To register, please visit http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/discomfort-zones/discomfort-zones-conference-registration/.  
 
We kindly ask that you also disseminate this invitation to your students if you are a faculty member, as well as any other individuals you know 
outside of Vanier who would be interested in the topic of the conference.    
 
Check out the Snapshot Schedule at the end of Intercom.  We look forward to seeing you at the conference! 
 

Alan Wong, English Department 
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Music for the Eye – an international workshop at Vanier 
 

 
 
Vanier College is pleased to announce that it will host an international workshop called "Music for the Eye" from May 31st to June 1st, 2017. 

During the 2-day workshop, a group of international music scholars from Europe and North America will present the results of past research 

focussed on French works from the late nineteenth century that involve some degree of separation between the visual subject and sound.  

 

Their presentations will serve as a stimulus for the action-research that will take place during the rest of the workshop, especially the 

performances of excerpts from 19th century musical works for the theatre and marionettes that have been restored or "re-created" especially 

for this occasion. These unique marionette performances will take place in the evening of May 31st and will be open to the public. 

 

Here's a list of works that will be performed: 

 

1) Act IV from Maurice Bouchor's French adaptation of William Shakespeare's The Tempest for marionette theatre, with live music by Ernest 

Chausson 

2) The opening of Paul Vidal and Paul Margueritte's Pierrot assassin de sa femme for piano and mime 

3) Selections from George Fragerolle's L'Étoile for piano with recitants (melodrama) and projection of original images by Henri Rivière 

 

“Our performance of The Tempest is of particular interest, because we will be using the same kind of puppets that Bouchor used in 1888. They 

are called "marionette à claviers”. We had to have these built (at great expense) by a master puppet builder in Prague, Czech Republic,” says 

Caterina Flint, musicologist at Vanier College and head organizer of this event. 

 

See photos of the marionettes and a link to a short video clip about the project as well as a website that has been set up for the workshop. 

 

VIDEO 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwW1WJ_Q1mwQWkUwVnFubjlpenc/view 

 

WEBSITE 

http://musiquespourloeil.emf.oicrm.org/ 

 

Don’t miss the public performance at 7:30 pm on May 31st in the Auditorium. There is also an Open Dress Rehearsal that day from 3 pm to 5 

pm if you are interested. 

 

 
Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
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Spotted at Vanier 
 
With its signature bright yellow flower and toothed leaves the name 
dandelion comes from French, dent-de-lion or lion’s tooth. In North 
American, dandelion is often considered a weed to be eliminated from 
lawns, but in my opinion, this wildflower should be respected and 
appreciated.  
 
Taraxacum officinale, the species that you are likely most familiar with is 
an import from Europe and according to the Maine Organic Farmers and 
Gardeners Association arrived on the Mayflower as a medicinal herb.  
 
This plant is high in vitamin A, B, C, and D, as well as iron, potassium, and 
zinc. Leaves may be consumed as salads, steamed and as tea; roots are 
often used as a hot drink/coffee substitute and flowers can be made into 
dandelion wine. How could you not love this plant? 
 
 
 

 
Research indicates that dandelions existed 30 million years ago and their range is worldwide. Historical evidence shows they were eaten by 
ancient Egyptians, Greeks and Romans, and have been used in Chinese traditional medicine for over a thousand years.  
 
Dandelions are also some of the first plants to flower in spring, so they are crucial to our pollinators as a food source as well. And whether you 
want to believe it or not, dandelions are likely good for your lawn. Their tough taproots loosen compressed soil, help reduce erosion and may 
bring nutrients from deep in the soil. They bring joy to children (and some adults) who love to pick the flowers and make wishes by blowing 
on the round seed heads. 
 
And yes, they are tough to get rid of. Dandelions are perennials with a taproot that when mature may extend down several feet. They can 
produce seeds without pollination, and these seeds ride the wind, reaching new locations effortlessly. A broken root can produce multiple 
plants.  They have adapted well for survival, which is what makes them so successful.  
 
So, whether you love them, hate them or don’t really care, I hope you can at least develop an appreciation for them.  
 
Vanier College hosts a wide diversity of plants on our grounds.  Take the time to look around. You may be surprised at what you see.  
 

Evelynne Barten, Environmental and Wildlife Management 
 

Vanier Indigenous Awareness Week 
 
Interested in learning about Indigenous cultures and traditions? The Vanier Indigenous Circle is hosting an Indigenous Awareness Week from 

May 1st to 5th. Come out and join us. 

 

Monday, May 1st, 11-2, front lawn: Inuit Games and Carving  

Tuesday, May 2nd, 12-2, front lawn: Dream Catcher Workshop & Beading 

Wednesday, May 3rd, 10-2, front lawn: Hoop Dancing and Mini Pow Wow Demo 

Thursday, May 4th, 11-2, front lawn: Beading and Drumming 

Friday, May 5th, 12-2, A337: Film Screening 

 

Marya Grant, Student Services, on behalf of the Vanier Indigenous Circle  
 
 

Dandelion (Taraxacum sp.)  



 
 
 
 

Need supplies? Visit Jake’s Coop Bookstore 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Peter Gonda Memorial Scholarship 
 
 

 

Peter Gonda passed away on August 20th 2016 at the age of 47. He was a Montreal-based artist, 

novelist and screenwriter. One of his main passions was photography. He travelled around the 

world and exhibited his photographs in London, Paris and Montreal. 

 

Last fall the Vanier College Foundation established The Peter Gonda Scholarship, valued at $500. 

It will be awarded annually to any Vanier College student who demonstrates original 

photographic works.  

 

Students wishing to apply must submit a maximum of five individual photographic works in digital 

format. The minimum resolution of the image must be 3000 pixels on the longest side while each 

work must fit in a 16” X 20” paper. Supported formats are JPG, TIFF, RAW, CR2 and NEF. Finally, 

each photograph needs to include its title, medium and year.    

 

Please email submissions to: petergondascholarship@gmail.com 

 

Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 

mailto:petergondascholarship@gmail.com


 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



(Dis)Comfort Zones: 
Negotiating Tensions and Cultivating Belonging in College Classrooms 

in Quebec 
 

SCHEDULE 
 
 
Wednesday, May 17  
 
9h00-9h30: Coffee & registration  

9h30-9h45: Introduction  

9h45-10h30: Guest speaker  
Megan Boler, University of Toronto  
Embracing Uncertainty: Pedagogies of Discomfort and Identities of Belonging   

 
10h30-11h00: Break  

11h00-12h30: Panel: Language  

Moderator: Katri Suhonen, Vanier College  
Student Panelists: Anna Symon, Abhijit Gupta  
 
Valérie Amireault, Université du Québec à Montréal 
La (re)définition identitaire en enseignement/apprentissage des langues 
 
Philippe Gagné, Cégep Vanier 
Dissipons un « énorme malentendu » 
 
Eve Haque, York University  
Pedagogical Considerations for the Linguistically Diverse Classroom   
 
Orenda Boucher, Dawson College  
Diversifying and Decolonizing Language in the Classroom 
 

12h30-13h30: Lunch  
 
13h30-14h15: Presentation  
 

Giuliana Cucinelli, Concordia University  
Including Disabilities in the Conversation  

 
14h15-14h30: Break  



14h30-16h00: Panel: Gender & Sexuality 
 

Moderator: Alan Wong, Vanier College 
Student Panelists: Hannah Randolph, Brigitte Papadakis 
 
Leila Bdeir, Vanier College  
Teaching about Feminism and Anti-Racism: Can a Racialized Muslim Teacher Speak? 
 
Hélène Frohard-Dourlent, University of British Columbia  
Moving Beyond Accommodation: Lessons Learned from Educators Working with Trans  

and Gender-Nonconforming Students   
 

Lance McCready, University of Toronto  
Where is the Love? How and Why Black Queer Bodies Provoke Masculine Anxiety in  

Urban Communities and Schools 
 
Catherine Rouleau, Cégep du Vieux Montréal 
La Pédagogie et la diversité de genre dans un cégep francophone 

 
Thursday, May 18  
 
9h00-9h30: Coffee & registration  
 
9h30-10h15: Guest speaker  
 

Michael Goh, University of Minnesota 
Are we capable of civil discourse?: Making the case for cultural intelligence 
 

10h15-10h30: Break  
 
10h30-12h00: Panel: Culture & religion  
 

Moderator: Kim Matthews, Vanier College  
Student Panelists: Farah Merad, Hannah Randolph 

Paul R. Carr, Université du Québec en Outaouais 
Political (Il)literacy and Living in a Society: Is there room for a Critically-Engaged  

Education for Democracy? 
 
M. Ayaz Naseem, Concordia University  
Economics of Religious Education in a Multicultural Society 
 
Nicole Neverson, Ryerson University  
Inhabiting Critical Spaces: Teaching and Learning from the Margins. 



 
Jacky Vallée, Vanier College  
Not at Odds: Teaching About Sexual Diversity in a Context of Religious Diversity 

 
12h00-13h00: Lunch  
 
13h00-14h30: Panel: Race & Ethnicity  
 

Moderator: Marie-Sophia Grabowiecka, Vanier College  
Student Panelists: Brigitte Papadakis, Farah Merad 
 
Robyn Diner, Vanier College  
Yo (White) Teacher Lady!: Diversity, Decentering, and Making Whiteness Strange 
 
Bethany Or, Champlain College  
Engaging with Diversity in the Classroom: A Reflection on the First Decade 

 
Gina Thésée, Université du Québec à Montréal 
Quelle(s) appartenance(s) pour des citoyennetés blessées? Exploration d’enjeux  

d’identité/altérité en contextes de racialisation 
 
Michelle Smith, Dawson College  
Decolonizing College Education: A Métis Perspective 

 
14h30-14h45: Break  
 
14h45-15h45: Debriefing  
 

The Living Histories Ensemble  
Playback Theatre 

 
15h45-16h00: Closing  
 
 



  




