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Time to register for the annual AQPC Symposium  
 

 
 
The 37th AQPC symposium will take place June 6 to 8, 2017 in 
downtown Montreal, at Concordia University. This year Vanier 
College and Cégep de Saint-Laurent are co-hosting the event 
whose theme for 2017 is Our legacy. 
 
The official program and schedule are now posted on the AQPC 
website: http://aqpc.qc.ca/en/symposium/program  
 

Time to register and take advantage of the early-bird savings and 
advantages:  http://aqpc.qc.ca/en/symposium/register  
 

Darren Becker, Vanier Communications and Corporate Affairs 
 

Vanier wins Double at the Dawson Case Competition 
 

Congratulations to the Vanier College Business Administration 
teams who made it to the podium at the 2017 Dawson College 
Bilingual Case Competition. The Vanier Accounting team won 
first place honours and the Vanier Marketing team won second 
place, making Vanier College the only cegep to have two teams 
win in Marketing and Accounting at this year’s event. 
 
Finance Team Coach Anna Schiavi’s students drew on their finance 
and business knowledge to make their winning presentation.  

 
 

 
 
Samuel Bonspille, Liana Harutyunyan, and Vittorio Palermo, (in 
photo above), all Vanier Accounting Management Technology 
students, dedicated themselves during three months to prepare 
for the contest. “These students faced a tough challenge and 
through hard work and commitment they developed superb 
teamwork and presentation skills.  They did not buckle under the 
pressure and were able to come up with a viable solution in three 
hours. This is a great business and life skill that will stay with them 
always,” says Anna Schiavi. Paul Santache, a Finance graduate of 
the John Molson School of Business and a past winner of 
international university-level case competitions, assisted Anna in 
preparing the students. 
 
In a finance case competition, students have three hours to 
analyze the annual report of a company then make a presentation 
before a panel of judges, in which they analyze the company’s 
performance, project future possibilities and make 
recommendations to the company’s stakeholders. 
 
The Vanier Marketing team consisting of students Cristina Laura 
Zambon, Tina Volpe, Alexa Valiante, and Kayla Shamshoum (in 
photo below), coached by David Moscovitz and Peter Vogopoulos, 
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also spent many months preparing for the Marketing section of the 
Dawson Case Competition.  

 

 
“After a long day of competition, I am so proud of the Vanier 
Business Administration department that came through the 
competition as the true program to beat in Quebec,” said 
Coordinator of Vanier College Business Administration and 
Marketing team coach.  
 
“Ten teams from across Quebec competed in each discipline. 
These results are indicative of the hard work our students put into 
representing Vanier. Their devotion to their respective teams was 
simply amazing.” 
 
“These great outcomes are the result of a committed group of 
teachers we have working in our department. It cannot be 
overlooked that even teachers who did not work directly with 
students over this last year on case competition material, 
nonetheless provided a presence and a devotion to students’ 
learning experience while at Vanier that is priceless.” 
 
“We were the only college in Quebec that reached the podium in 
both Accounting and Marketing,” says David Moscovitz. “Both 
Vanier teams did extraordinarily well. A tribute to all of us who 
teach our students with such commitment and passion. We should 
all be proud!!” 

 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
 

Mountain Lake PBS runs segments from Justice and 
Accountability Conference that was held at Vanier 

 

Mountain Lake PBS, one of the partners for the Justice and 
Accountability Conference that was held at Vanier on March 30 
and 31, created a segment on their show The Journal, regarding 
the conference as well as an extra segment on Karen Elis one of 
the guest speakers.  Both links are below. 
 
https://mountainlake.org/genocide-prevention-is-disscused-at-
the-justice-and-accountability-conference/ 
 
https://mountainlake.org/professor-karen-eltis-discusses-hate-
speech-in-the-digital-age/ 

 
Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 

Jazz Combo Concert 
 
This Wednesday, April 19 at noon during Universal Break in the 
Auditorium the Music Department once again proudly presents a 
free recital featuring jazz combos from the studio of the ever-
industrious Nick Di Tomaso.  
 
The combos feature students in their first and second years of 
study, but don’t let that sway your opinion of their performance 
capabilities. These new kids on the block will be playing some 
excellent and demanding repertoire, and I guarantee that they will 
play it very well indeed.  
 
And there’s a whimsical set of paradoxes to the programme. (Ooh, 
I do love a good paradox.) Witness the optimistic seasonal 
appropriateness of tunes like Pat Metheny’s April Joy and Better 
Days Ahead, or John Scofield’s Hammock Soliloquy juxtaposed with 
pre-exam period stress-inducing selections like Question and 
Answer by Metheny, and March of the Sad Ones by Gilad 
Hekselman! Oh Mr. Nick, what ARE you trying to tell us here? 
 

Glen Ethier, Department of Music 
 

English Exit Exam Information Sessions 
 
The Tutoring and Academic Success Centre (TASC)  is offering 
information sessions  to help students prepare for the English Exit 
Exam. Please encourage your students to make use of all the 
assistance available to them. 
 
This 1-hour session will give information about the exam: what it 
looks like, what one will be asked to do, how it is assessed and 
suggestions on how to write it. We will also discuss tips on what to 
do to pass the English Exit Exam.  All of these sessions are the same; 
students only need to attend one: 
 

 Wednesday, April 19th, 12:00pm-1:00pm, A-001H 

 Wednesday, April 26th, 12:00pm-1:00pm, Amphitheatre 

(B223) 

 Thursday, April 27th, 5:00pm-6:00pm, A-001H 

 Friday, April 28th, 2:30pm-3:30pm, A-001H 

 Wednesday, May 3rd, 12:00pm-1:00pm, Amphitheatre (B223) 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please send me a MIO or 
visit TASC, E300. 

 
Kimberley-Blue Muncey, Tutoring and Academic Success Centre (TASC) 

 

2017 Student Life Award 
 
The Student Life Award recognizes those graduating students who 
deserve recognition for their commitment, integrity and 
perseverance in contributing to Vanier's student life, aside from 
academic achievement. Leadership, effort, and the ability to 
motivate and involve others are often the qualities exhibited by 
Student Life Award recipients. 
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The Selection Committee invites recommendations from those 
persons familiar with the candidate's activities at Vanier College. 
Any student, faculty or staff member of Vanier College may 
nominate a candidate for the Student Life Award. 
 
Please print and complete the nomination form found on the web 
at: 
http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/student-services/student-
development/student-life-awards.php and return it together with 
your letter of recommendation to the Student Life Award 
Selection Committee in Student Services, C-203, no later than 4pm 
on May 11, 2017. 
 

Donata Parisella, Student Services 
 

3rd Annual Science Symposium 
Check out our budding science researchers 
 

Vanier College is proud to be hosting the 3rd Annual Science 
Symposium, on April 26th from 12:50 to 6pm.  
 
Students registered in the Research Methods for Science course 
here at Vanier will be presenting research that they have done in 
labs at McGill, Concordia, and Armand Frappier over the course of 
the semester.  
 
Their work includes projects done in Biology, Math, Physics and 
Chemistry so whatever your interest in science, this will be a great 
opportunity for you to see fellow Vanier students apply what they 
have learned in their Science program.  
 
We will be joined by students from John Abbott who will also 
present the research they have done during their last semester of 
college. We also expect some of the student mentors from various 
universities to visit.  
 
So please do join us from 12:50 until 6pm to see poster 
presentations and talks prepared by your peers.  
 
Please tell your students about this event. 

 
Christopher Gregg, Science 

 
 
 
 
 

Vanier at the Corporate Challenge Race 
 

 
 
Congratulations to the Vanier Running Team who participated in 
the 2017 Corporate Challenge as part of the Circuit Endurance 
Saint-Laurent Race on Sunday, April 9th. Seen from left to right in 
the photo are: Quentin van Ginhoven, Marie-Hélène Gratton, Erin 
MacLeod, Maggie McDonnell, Heather Robb, and Kevin Bushell. 
 

Quentin van Ginhoven, Environmental and Wildlife Management 
 

The Vo Van Tho Memorial Scholarship 

 
The Department of Mathematics is proud to present the first 
annual Vo Van Tho Memorial Scholarship.  Created in memory of 
Vo Van Tho, a Mathematics professor at Vanier College from 1982 
to 2013, this scholarship recognizes two graduating students, one 
from Commerce and one from the Sciences, for demonstrating 
academic excellence in mathematics.   
 
For more information on the Scholarship, eligibility requirements, 
and to download the application form, go to: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/scholarships/scholarships/vo-
van-tho-memorial-scholarship/  
 
The deadline for application is April 21, 2017.  Please encourage 
your students to apply. 
 

Sandi Mak, Mathematics 
 

Saltise Conference Registration now Open 
 
This year, the 6th Annual Saltise Conference taking place on June 
5th has been organized by teachers from Vanier, Kevin Lenton and 
myself. This year’s theme is: Interconnecting Design and 
Assessment: New frontiers for engaging the learner 
 
Registration is currently open. 
http://www.saltise.ca/conference-2017/registration/ 
 
Registration is free for early birds. 
 

Marielle Beauchemin, Micromedia 
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More Music News 
 

Big Band Benefit 2017 Success 
 
Last week’s Big Band Benefit, featuring our very own Vanier College Big Band along with the 
Jean Lessard Big Band was—despite the 8:00 p.m. start and Wednesday date in lieu of 
Monday—a huge success once again for an audience of just over 100.  
 
Special thanks for making this such a memorable evening go to Wilma Brown for allowing 
us to honour her late husband and long-time Vanier employee Louis Contant (in whose name 
Wilma has generously established 4 music scholarships), and to former department 
coordinator Nadia Turbide for providing us with a touching personal testimonial to Lou.  
 
Thanks also to our special guest, jazz/pop voice teacher Johanne Desforges who gave us a dynamic and soulful performance of Avalon and I’m 
Gonna Live Till I Die. Band directors Jocelyn Couture (Vanier) and Christopher Smith (JL) had the players on their toes for the whole evening.  
 
Auditorium technician David Scott was his usual professional self, going above and beyond to make the show work seamlessly. And our student 
helpers—Jin Xin Mao, Dorothy Andrusiak, Amber Li, and John D’Angella—added a wonderfully welcoming touch at the door and with the 
programmes.  
 
All in all, one of our best events so far this year. Thanks to everyone from Vanier who came out to see the show that helps to raise funds for 
music scholarships—your support is deeply and genuinely appreciated. 
 
 

Noël Spinelli 15th Anniversary Recital 
 
Well, as if there aren’t enough wonderful performances coming out of the Department of Music these days, here’s another one for you all. 
This Friday, April 21, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium, we will be staging our 15th annual Noël Spinelli Scholarships Recital.  
 
Here’s the story: every year for 15 years now, Mr. Spinelli has generously been providing 2 incoming and 2 graduation scholarships for students 
in the Classical Voice program. And in return, every year for 15 years, our classical voice teacher Tamara Vickerd organizes a stunning recital 
of works by those scholarship winners past and present to honour and thank Mr. Spinelli for his generosity and his support of our program.  
 
Most winners of those scholarships have gone on to do amazing things at universities and schools not only in Canada, but in the United States 
and Europe as well.  
 
So this year, instead of our usual quiet affair held semi-privately in a dim corner of the department, we are holding a special gala show on the 
big stage in the Auditorium. The evening’s entertainment will begin with chamber music provided by string ensembles from the studio of 
Sylvie Allaire. That will be followed by numerous renditions of some of the most beautiful vocal music to be found in the repertoire of song 
and opera—Mozart, Verdi, Schumann, Puccini—the list goes on (but no Liszt). What better way to end the week than with a recital of this 
calibre (if you’re not too Bizet). And best of all—it’s absolutely free! 
 

 

Coming Soon:  Elijah 
 
A magnificent concert on May 9, 2017 with the St Lawrence Choir and the Vanier College Choir under the direction 
of Philippe Bourque and with the McGill Chamber Orchestra.   
 
See the full-size poster at the end of Intercom. 
 
 

Glen Ethier, Department of Music 

 
 
 



PSI News 
 

Pedagogical Animation 
PSI Workshop Series—Winter 2017 
Find the full schedule, detailed descriptions and registration forms here: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/professional-development/psi-
workshop-series/  
 
Registrations are currently open for these workshops:  

 NEXT WEEK Anyone Can Code: Create a Website Using Bootstrap.  
Presenter: Bruce Norton. Date: April 26. Time: UB 12:00-13:30. Rm D221.  

 Presenting at a Conference Soon?  
Presenter Isabelle Delisle. Date: May 10. Time: UB 12:00-13:30. Rm D221. 

AQPC 
2017 AQPC Conference Programs 
Print copies of the program for the 2017 AQPC Conference are now available in the PSI office. Please feel free to come by and pick up a 
copy! 
 

Isabelle Delisle, Pedagogical Support and innovation 
 

Vanier Gardens up-date 
 

A lot is happening behind the curtains for the Vanier Collective Gardens to spring out and bloom in 
their best attire for the new growing season. Although some delays have been incurred, it is all for 
the best as a new, sunny and peaceful location was decided on for our main gardens: between the 
Old and the N buildings. Stay tuned for more information soon once the details have been worked 
out! 
 

Furthermore, it is now with style that all members of the Vanier community can get their hands dirty 
by wearing our chic gardening aprons! Tell your students to join; don’t mine look happy?! [Photo by 
student Shazia Ranmal] 
 

Wishing you all a great Earth Week at Vanier!  

To access educational material: 
- Visit the Garden website: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/sustainability-major/collective-gardens/ 
- Visit the Garden Omnivox Portal community: https://vaniercollege.omnivox.ca/intr/VanierCollectiveGardens/ 
 

To stay tuned or get involved: 
- Sign up to our mailing system, Mail Chimp: http://eepurl.com/b7vStn   
- Join our Facebook page: Vanier College Collective Gardens: https://www.facebook.com/groups/956934947670755/?ref=bookmarks 
 

Myriam Mansour, Geography Department 
 

The Tropics:  Opportunities and Challenges 
  

Just a reminder that the deadline for submitting a letter of intent to apply for the course “The 
Tropics:  Opportunities and Challenges- An Exploration of Human-Environment Relationships in Belize” is on April 
23, 2017.   We would greatly appreciate if teachers could announce this final reminder in their classrooms. The 
course will include an eight-day field trip to Belize during spring break 2018, in addition to eight lectures prior to 
departure.    
 

Students from all programs are welcome.   
 

Please have a look at http://www.belizevanier.com/ for information from the 2016 course.  
For additional information, please contact Brandee Diner (Environmental and Wildlife Management): 
dinerb@vaniercollege.qc.ca or Myriam Mansour (Geography): mansourm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

Brandee Diner, Environmental and Wildlife Management 
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Be part of the Vanier Action during Earth Week  
 

Student Life Activities during Earth Week 
 

April 18 – 21 is Earth Week, and Vanier Student Life has organized lots of activities for you throughout the week. 
 
Check out our kiosks all week in Jake’s for the Earth Week Quizzes, Sorting Challenges, Waste-Free Lunch Challenge, Upcycled DIY Workshop, 
Bike tune ups and basic repair workshop …and lots more!   See our schedule below… 
 

Rowena Selby, Student Services 

 
MON: 17 

 

TUES: 18 
 

WED: 19 
 

THUR: 20 
 

FRI: 21 
 

 

AM 

 KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

7:30-11:30  Bike tune ups and 
basic repair workshop with 
Richard Dugas 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch 
Challenge KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

  

PM 

 12-4: Bike tune ups and basic 
repair workshop with Richard 
Dugas 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

*Tomato plants & balcony 
planters 

12:30-4:30: Bike tune ups and 
basic repair workshop with 
Richard Dugas 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch 
Challenge 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

KIOSKS:  

*Global Challenges Class 

KIOSK:  

*Quiz & Sorting Station 

*No Waste Lunch Challenge 

UPCYCLED WORKSHOP: 

*Notepad 

*Bird feeder 

 

Join the Waste-Free Lunch Challenge during Earth Week 
 
Every day during Earth Week (18 - 21 April), Student Life is calling on the entire Vanier 
community to eat waste-free lunches.  A waste-free lunch is created using zero 
waste and everything is edible, reusable, recyclable, or compostable.  It favours using 
re-usable food and drink containers, washable cutlery, and cloth napkins.  That 
means no more pre-packaged foods, plastic bags, juice boxes and pouches, coffee 
cups, paper napkins and throwaway utensils. 
 

Competition details: Post photos of your waste-free lunches all week on 
#vaniernowastelunchchallenge2017 @vanierstudentlife, or send to: 
studentlife@vaniercollege by 5pm Friday 21 April. 
 

Winners who post photos every day during Earth Week will go into draw for great 
sustainable lunch prizes! 
 
For more information, contact Rowena Selby in Student Services (C-203), or visit 

the Earth Week kiosks every day this week. 



Earth Week: April 18-21 – Global Challenge class getting involved! 
 

For Earth Week, the entire geography Global Challenge class will be animating kiosks every day, April 18-21, on a whole array of themes.  
 
See schedule for details on DYIs, workshops, game shows, and even contentious topics for some good discussions! 
 

Myriam Mansour, Geography Department 
 

 
 

Printing Services and Artwork 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Place Rodolphe Rousseau Student Design Competition – Winners Announced 
 

 
 

Photo above shows Richard Klopp with Brinsley Smith and Roberto Petraroia 

 
Congratulations to Architectural Technology students Roberto Petraroia, Brinsley Smith, Matthew Ribuffo, Sattwick Shukla and 

Sheron Rahavan for their winning submission to the PRR Student Design Competition! Their design for a temporary stage and shaded 

sitting area will animate the new public square being constructed in front of the Côte-Vertu Metro Station for the local Montreal 375 

celebrations this summer.  

 

Together with 8 other teams, Team TREXPO presented their proposals to a panel of judges comprised of: 

 Alexandra Bourque-Alvear, Agente de liaison, Organismes culturels, sportifs et de développement social, Arrondissement de Saint-

Laurent; 

 Isabelle Delisle, Coordinator, Pedagogical Support and Innovation, Vanier College 

 Glen E. Ethier, Coordinator, Department of Music, Vanier College  

 Jérôme Glad, Fondateur, La Pépinière | Espaces Collectifs  

 Richard Klopp, Teacher, Architectural Technology, Vanier College 

 Joanie Robert, Manager, Facilities, Vanier College 

 Andrée Tremblay, Chef de division, Bibliothèque et Culture, Arrondissement de Saint-Laurent 

 

The competition was commissioned by the Borough of Saint-Laurent, who has offered a $500 prize for the winning team and a budget 

to cover material costs. A team of students will build the structure in early June. The plan is to construct it at Vanier College and have 

it delivered by Travaux Public to the site. An inaugural event including performances by music students is also in the works. 

 

The jury was very impressed by the quality of the presentations and there is already talk of making this an annual event. Thanks to 

Andrée Tremblay and Alexandra Bourque-Alvear from the Borough of Saint-Laurent, no participant was left empty handed: each 

student received a free ticket to a local cultural event. 

 
Richard Klopp 

Architectural Technology teacher & PRR Competition Organiser 

 
 



 
 
Web of Science Database Trial  
The Vanier Library has a trial for Web of Science through June 27th. If you have the opportunity to try it out, please let us know what you think 
about it. To access WoS (on campus only), go to the library web page (www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/library) and click on databases under 
MENU.  Web of Science is at the bottom of the list. Please contact Susan Bissonnette (bissonns@vanier.college) if you have any questions. 
 
Scholarships for Students 
There are a number of scholarships and bursaries that are currently available to students. Some are program specific, while others are open 
to all students. Here is a list of all available scholarships along with the eligibility criteria: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/scholarships/. If 
students are looking for help with reviewing their application(s), they can visit Joshua Berman in B-205F. Please encourage your students to 
apply. 

The new Tutoring & Academic Success Centre opened as of April 3rd 
The Tutoring & Academic Success Centre (TASC) is accessible through the F-300 lobby and as of April 3rd, peer tutoring for English, Math, and 
Sciences takes place in the new space (E-300 wing). The space features access to 8 desktop computers, over 60 seats, versatile desks that 
students will be encouraged to move around based on their needs, offices for TASC professional staff, and a future Writing Centre. 

 

The new STEM Centre opened as of March 20th  
The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Centre (formally the Math & Science Centre), has officially opened to everyone. It is 
located in D-301 and includes collaborative study space, the hackerspace/robotics lab, access to textbooks for in centre use, and 10 computers.  

 

 
 
Thank you for your continued patience, 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Learning Commons 
kavalloh@vanier.college  

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/library
mailto:bissonns@vanier.college
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/scholarships/
mailto:kavalloh@vanier.college


Art Contest for an exhibition of students’ work during the Annual AQPC Meeting in June 
 

Please tell your students about an art competition that will lead to an exhibition of student work at the AQPC’s 
(Association québécoise de pédagogie collégiale) annual symposium that Cégep de Saint-Laurent and Vanier College 
are co-hosting this year. The theme of the 2017 Symposium is Our Legacy.   
 
To compliment the symposium’s theme, the art competition’s theme is identity. How has a sense of identity 
impacted your legacy as a student studying at college? Nine works will be chosen from Vanier students for the 
finalists exhibition that will be held at Concordia University and at the Palais des congrès in June 2017.  
 
All finalists will have the opportunity to sell their photos at the banquet exhibition. The contest is reserved for 
students currently studying at Vanier College. The contest is open to all mediums (eg. drawings, photographs, 
painting, sculpture) with the exception of video based work. All works must be well documented and in digital 
format. For example, if you have a drawing or sculpture you need to document it photographically. 

 
Grand prize: $250 + gifts from sponsors 

 
For more information on the symposium, visit: http://aqpc.qc.ca/en. 
 
HOW TO ENTER: 

• Submit a maximum of two individual works in digital format. Minimum resolution of the image must be 3000 pixels on the longest side. 
Each work must fit in a 16” X 20” paper. 
• If documenting work, use the camera’s maximum resolution (e.g., 12.7 megapixels = 4372 pixels x 2906 pixels) 
• Supported file formats: JPG, TIFF, RAW, CR2, NEF 
• Each work needs to include your name, title, original dimensions (if applicable), medium, year. 
• Each work must have a short 250 word description about its connection to the theme of identity. 
• Use www.wetransfer.com or a similar site for sending large files. 

 
Email the above to: artcontestaqpc@gmail.com   Contest deadline: May 1st, 2017 
 

Christoph Heldt, Communications, Media and Studio Arts 
 

The Peter Gonda Memorial Scholarship 
 

 
Peter Gonda passed away on August 20th 2016 at the age of 47. He was a Montreal-based artist, 

novelist and screenwriter. One of his main passions was photography. He travelled around the world 

and exhibited his photographs in London, Paris and Montreal. 

 

Last fall the Vanier College Foundation established The Peter Gonda Scholarship, valued at $500. It will 

be awarded annually to any Vanier College student who demonstrates original photographic works.  

 

Students wishing to apply must submit a maximum of five individual photographic works in digital 

format. The minimum resolution of the image must be 3000 pixels on the longest side while each work 

must fit in a 16” X 20” paper. Supported formats are JPG, TIFF,RAW, CR2 and NEF. Finally, each 

photograph needs to include its title, medium and year.    

 

Please email submissions to: petergondascholarship@gmail.com 

 

Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 
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