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Vanier College Malawi Nursing Exchange 

 
On Saturday, March 11, 2017, eight Vanier College nursing 
students flew off for a seven-week clinical internship in Malawi as 
part of the annual Vanier Malawi Nursing Exchange.  Students will 
spend three weeks working in a rural area clinic before moving to 
the Kumuzu College of Nursing in the capital city of Lilongwe for 
the final weeks of their stage. 
 
“Just a quick note to let you know that we have arrived in Malawi 
(29 and humid!),” writes Melodie Hicks who is accompanying the 
group.  
 
“All students healthy and accounted for! After some running 
around to get our nursing licenses etc. we will head out to the rural 
area for the next 3 weeks. I have added a couple of new learning 
opportunities this year. We will be participating in a palliative care 
conference as well as providing a one-day clinic in one of Steven 
Lewis’s villages. 
 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing Department 

 
 

Justice and Accountability Conference:  March 30-31st 

 
I am writing to invite members of 
the community to participate in the 
Justice and Accountability 
community conference that is 
taking place March 30th and March 
31st at Vanier.  
 
This two-day event will precede the 
25th edition of Vanier College’s 
annual Symposium on the 
Holocaust and Genocide, which will 
run from April 3rd to April 7th. 
 
As part of the 25th edition of this 

event it was decided to also hold this conference, which will 
feature numerous guest speakers and panel discussions.  Some of 
the speakers for the conference include Vanier graduate Dr. 
Charles Small, founder and Director of the Institute for The Study 
of Global Antisemitism and Policy, Montreal Mayor Denis Coderre, 
Professor Irving Abella, Senator Murray Sinclair, and UN High-Level 
Commissioner Dr. Alaa Murabit. As well, Paul Karwatsky of CTV 
News Montreal will be moderating a panel discussion on the topic 
of Pursuing Justice for Political Prisoners.  
 
Please see the schedule at the end of Intercom for a complete list 
of speakers and events for the conference. I think it will be a great 
experience for Vanier students to participate in the conference as 
it will provide a unique opportunity for them to hear some very 
prestigious and respected speakers addressing important subjects 
such as hate speech in the digital age, Canadian immigration 
policies of the past and present, and genocide education.   
 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will be opening the conference with 
a taped introduction. 
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What’s also new this year is that remote links will be created 
throughout the conference and symposium that will subsequently 
be webcast from Montreal to classrooms at the State University of 
New York in Plattsburgh a well as to high schools in that city. This 
is being made possible thanks to the collaboration of Mountain 
Lake PBS and Learn Quebec. As well, thanks to livestreaming, 
individuals around the world will be able to watch the different 
speakers.  
 

The conference and symposium will help sensitize Vanier’s 
students and staff as well as members of the larger community to 
the horrors of the past while also focusing on genocide, 
discrimination and prejudice taking place in the present.  In 
keeping with this educational mission, in May, 30 students from 
Vanier and the State University of New York at Plattsburgh will be 
travelling to Europe as part of a program entitled Moral 
responsibility and Global Citizenship. 
 

As this is a community conference open to outside individuals and 
organizations, if you would like to reserve places for your students 
for a particular speaker please call me at extension 7483 or email 
me at grossmam@vaniercollege.qc.ca. or you can visit or website 
for more information : 
 www.justiceandaccountabilityconference.com.  
 
See the full schedule of events at the end of Intercom. 
 
Come join the conversation! 
 
This conference is being organized with the support of the Vanier 
College Foundation. 
 

Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 
 

25th Anniversary of the Vanier College Symposium on the 
Holocaust and Genocide 

 
Not to be confused with the aforementioned Conference, the 
Annual Vanier College Symposium on the Holocaust and Genocide, 
will run April 3-7.  Key speeches include: 
 

 Dr. Charles Asher Small, is the founding Director and 
President of the Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism 
and Policy (ISGAP). He convened groundbreaking academic 
seminar series in the emerging field of contemporary 
antisemitism studies at Columbia University, Harvard 
University, McGill University, amongst others. Dr. Small is a 
former graduate of Vanier College.  This will take place on 
April 3rd at 10:00. 

 Marie-Anne Gagnon, Interim Associate Director of Concordia 
Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling and Pharo Sok, 
history graduate student at Concordia discussing the Centre’s 
role and the role of storytelling looking at the Khmers people 
in Cambodia.  This will take place April 7th at 10:00 

 Student Panel on refugees.  Students will describe their 
personal experiences arriving in Montreal and studying at 
Vanier College.  This will take place on April 7th at 1:00 

 
Please reserve your spot in the Auditorium. 

Other speakers can be invited into your classrooms to speak to 
your students and the list includes: 
 

 Holocaust Survivors:  Eva Kuper, Sidney Zoltak and Ted Bolgar 

 Jacky Vallée, Vanier Teacher, “Pink Triangle” (Holocaust) 

 René Karp, Vanier Teacher, “Women Resistance” (Holocaust) 

 Dafina Savic, is the Human Rights Coordinator at the 
Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre and Founder and 
Director of Romanipe 

 Mike Kropveld, “Thinking About Joining a Group?” 

 Heidi Berger, daughter of Holocaust Survivor 

 Matthias Pum, Austrian Holocaust Memorial Intern 
 
Please indicate as soon as possible, which speakers you would be 
interested in bringing to your class so we can ensure your 
preferred choice. 
 

Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 
 

Montreal Re-adaptation Centre Services 

 
Hello everyone, I would just like to give a small reminder to all out 
there, that you have the opportunity to have any confidential 
papers that you may have sitting around, whether personal or 
work related (old exams, essays, etc...) shredded on site at Vanier 
by your coworkers who work for the Montreal Re-adaptation 
Centre.  
 
We are located in B118, across from the print shop, if you wish to 
drop them off; or we could also come up to your locale to do a 
pickup if it is a large quantity. 
 
Our extension is 7536, just ask for Kerry (Specialized Educator) 
 

Kerry Hall, Montreal Re-adaptation Centre 
 

Blanket Exercise on the colonization of North America, 
Thursday, March 30, 10:30 – 2:00 

 
You are invited to take part in another edition of the Blanket 
Exercise at Vanier College. This exercise takes participants through 
the process of the colonization with the use of blankets on the 
ground, representing North America. Participants become the First 
Peoples and circulate on the continent freely, until contact with 
European explorers and settlers changes their lives forever.  
 
After the exercise is finished, three members of the Montreal 
urban Indigenous community will lead talking circles to help 
participants process what they just experienced. The exercise, 
combined with the follow-up talking circle, is a powerful, 
educational, and emotional experience that you will not soon 
forget!  
 
Previous participants have said that their understanding of the 
lives of Indigenous peoples today increased because of their 
participation in this exercise, even if they had already read about 
these topics in their classes. 
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As space is limited, we ask that people register with Jacky Vallée at 
valleej@vaniercollege.qc.ca by Thursday, March 23rd at the latest. 
All members of the Vanier community are welcome. Teachers are 
welcome to assign bonus marks to students for participation. If this 
is an activity that you would like to host for one of your classes in 
the future, you may come to observe the activity. Please circulate 
this information among your students and encourage them to 
participate! 
 
The Blanket Exercise was created by KAIROS. It is presented by 
Frédérique Denis, teacher of the History of Montreal course, and 
by the Vanier Indigenous Circle. 
 

Jacky Vallée, Anthropology 
 

Liberal Arts Colloquium: On Death 
 

 
On March 30 and 31st, Vanier College 
and Concordia University are cohosting 
a Liberal Arts Spring Colloquium On 
Death. Events on Thursday will take 
place at Vanier in the morning from 8a 
m to 1:30 pm, and those on Friday will 
take place at Concordia in the 
afternoon from 1 pm to 6:45 pm. 
 
See the full program at the end of 
Intercom. 
 

Lili Petrovic, Liberal Arts 
 

MASSAGE-A-THON 

 
Wednesday, March 22ndh 
11:00 am - 4:00pm 
 
Come support our student athletes 
while getting a relaxing massage 
from certified Athletic therapists!  
$20.00 for 20 minutes 
$50.00 for 55 minutes 
 
All Proceeds will be going to the 
Vanier College Foundation for 
Special Events student athletes. 
 
Register by email: nguyenm@vaniercollege.qc.ca or ext 7133 
Or visit G134 or G203 to reserve your spot. 

 
Mai Nguyen, Athletics Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Education Office: Silent Auction 

 
On Thursday, March 23, 2017, the 
International Education Office will hold a 
Silent Auction Wine & Cheese event in the 
Boardroom (F-216) to raise funds for the 
Student Refugee Program and for student 
studying abroad. The bidding begins at 3:00 
p.m. and the auction will close at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We have already received some big-ticket 
items for our auction including hockey tickets 

and gift certificates, so please join us for a special event to fund 
these two worthy projects. 
Event tickets are available at the following locations: 

 International Education Office ( F-217) 

 Office of the Dean, FABSS, ( A-286)  

Tickets are $15 and include 2 glasses of wine, cheese, and other 
desserts. 
 
If you would like to donate items, please contact 
josephj@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 
As always, we thank the Vanier community for their generosity and 
their support! 
 

Jennifer Joseph, International Education 
 

Music Department UB concert: British Invasion Part II 
 

Phew! That was quite the old-fashioned blizzard we all endured 
last week, wasn’t it? No doubt you could use a break from the 
stress, the shovelling, the hazardous driving, and so on that have 
plagued you as Winter gets in its last, cruel licks. 
 
If so, then the Music Department has a wonderfully invigorating 
auditory tonic to help you to relax while at the same time get you 
pumped for the second half of the semester. And how do we 
achieve that, you want to know? Simple: this Wednesday, March 
22, three groups of talented music students will take the stage in 
order to present the British Invasion Part II.  
 
This will be a free concert in the Auditorium during UB to help us 
welcome the first full day of Spring with the music of Deep Purple, 
Pink Floyd, and Led Zeppelin.  
 
The repertoire, you ask? Tut-tut. It’s a surprise, but here’s a hint 
for you: anything from Deep Purple in Rock to Machine Head; from 
Piper at the Gates of Dawn to The Wall; from Led Zeppelin I to In 
Through the Out Door. That should narrow things down for you!  
 
Please join us Wednesday in the Auditorium. It really will be an 
awe-inspiring show. 
 

Glen Ethier, Department of Music 
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2016-2017 TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD – CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS 

 
Academic Council’s 2016-2017 Teaching Excellence Award 
Committee is calling for nominations for this year’s award. 
  
Here is an excellent opportunity for a student to show a teacher or 
for a teacher to show a colleague appreciation for his/her work and 
commitment to the profession. 
 
Nomination forms are available on the College website at 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/teachers/files/2017/03/2016-
2017-Teaching-Excellence-Form.pdf.  Copies are also available at 
the Faculty Deans’ Offices, the Academic Dean’s Office, Student 
Services and the V.C.S.A. office. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to submit the nomination form to the 
2016-2017 Teaching Excellence Award Committee, c/o Office of 
the Academic Dean (F220), or academicdean@vaniercollege.qc.ca, 
by Friday, April 7, 2017. In addition to the nomination form, all 
supporting documentation must be submitted to the Committee 
in a sealed envelope by Monday, April 24, 2017. 
 
All nominations and selection deliberations are kept strictly 
confidential. 
 

Olga Mardas, Office of the Academic Dean on behalf of Academic 
Council’s 2016-2017 Teaching Excellence Award Committee 

PSI NEWS 

 
Pedagogical Animation 

 
PSI Workshop Series—Winter 2017 

 
Find the full schedule, detailed descriptions and registration 
forms here: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/professional-
development/psi-workshop-series/  
 
Registrations are currently open for these workshops:  
 

 THIS WEEK Health and Safety of Students: A Teacher’s 
Roles and Responsibilities.  
Presenter: Joanie Robert. Date: March 22, 2017. Rm D221. 

 Creating Great Courses/Respecting Copyright.  
Presenter Susan Bissonnette. Date: April 5, 2017. Rm D221. 

 Anyone Can Code: Create a Website Using Bootstrap.  
Presenter: Bruce Norton. Date: April 26. Rm D221. 

 
Isabelle Delisle, Pedagogical Support and Innovation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UDL Task Force 
Who are we and what are we doing? 
 
Who are we? 
We are the UDL Task Force, a group of faculty members from Vanier, each of us representing a different discipline or program within the 
College, who have come together to develop tools and materials to enhance learning within the classroom environment, incorporating the 
principles of UDL. 
 
What is UDL? 
The main principle of UDL, or Universal Design for Learning, is to ensure that learning is accessible to all students. UDL aims to provide modes 
of instruction that are accessible and meaningful to all students. While UDL has the goal of providing access for students with varying 
disabilities, its methods enhance learning for all students.  
 
UDL has become increasingly relevant as we encounter a diverse student population with learning difficulties, physical and psychological 
challenges, and differences in cultural backgrounds, ethnicity, language(s), sexual orientation, socio-economic status, and other life 
circumstances.  
 
What are we doing? 
The UDL task force has been established to create resources for faculty that can be used within our classroom environments to increase 
student engagement, accessibility, and overall learning.  
 
How do you fit in? 
In order to help us create a user-friendly toolbox of techniques and approaches that can be easily integrated into our classrooms, we would 
like to know:  

 What are some of the challenges you face in the classroom in making your classes more accessible?  

 What are you already doing in the classroom that supports the UDL framework? 

 Where do you observe higher/lower levels of student engagement?  

 What tools or resources would you love to use to help make your classes more accessible for all?  
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We’d like to join you in a department meeting to introduce ourselves and present the main concepts of UDL, and to hear your ideas and 
questions.  
 
We are:  

 Meghna Banerjee, Economics/Political Science 

 Mike Besner, Math 

 Tamara Brown, Animal Health 

 Caroline Chwoika, Humanities 

 Elana Cooperberg, Commerce 

 Helen Filippou, Languages 

 Lissiene Neiva, Biology 

 Shelley McColl, Psychology 

 Krista Riley, PSI 
 
We will be getting in touch in the coming weeks with department coordinators. Feel free to contact any of us in the meantime. Or visit our 
webpage at: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/psi/universal-design-for-learning-task-force/ 
 

Elena Cooperberg, Commerce 
 

Vanier Garden – Invitation to presentation and call for engagement  
  

Mark Reynolds, our external educator, will present “Urban 
Agriculture: The True Cost of the Food on your Plate”, March 
23, 8:30-9:45 at the Auditorium, as part of Science Week. All 
classes welcome!  
 
Here is the synopsis: About to embark on his first season as 
an organic farmer in Quebec, Mark Reynolds will be 
discussing the current state of agriculture in North America. 
His talk will be looking at the economical, societal and 
environmental impacts of agribusiness in a local and a global 
context, as well as introducing his firsthand experience of 
alternative food systems in Montreal and abroad. 
      
With the spring on its way, the Garden team is actively 
working on plans to improve the gardens with raised boxes 
and other structures to upgrade the educational and social 
space in front of the A-wing. Architectural Technology 
student interns are involved in the design of these structures 
under the supervision of their teacher, Richard Klopp. Other 

potential student-led projects are in the works with the Physics and the Computer Engineering Technology departments. 
  
We are always in search of ways to collaborate with teachers and programs. If you would like to discuss possible links between the gardens 
and your field, please contact me.     
  
To access educational material: 
- Visit the Garden website: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/sustainability-major/collective-gardens/ 
- Visit the Garden Omnivox Portal community: https://vaniercollege.omnivox.ca/intr/VanierCollectiveGardens/ 
 
To stay tuned or get involved: 
- Sign up to our mailing system, Mail Chimp: http://eepurl.com/b7vStn   
- Join our facebook page: Vanier College Collective Gardens: https://www.facebook.com/groups/956934947670755/?ref=bookmarks 
  

Myriam Mansour, Geography 
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International Women’s Week 2017:  Reclaiming Spaces 
 
Thanks to everyone who made this year’s IWW a success! Many thanks to all our guest speakers who gave generously of their knowledge and 
their time.  
 
The success of this event is entirely attributed to the participation of the Vanier community. Special thank you to David Scott and Sasha 
Weigens for their consummate professionalism in the auditorium. And thank you to the Hypermedia and Micropublishing department, Mike 
Demole, and Marguerite Corriveau for ensuring a wide audience for our event. I would like to acknowledge and thank Alena Perout, 
Nora Soukiassian and Ivanka Hillel for their unwavering support during the weeks that lead up to IWW.  
 
I would also like to thank the members of the organizing committee, who made such amazing suggestions for speakers and activities, and 
whose efforts made it possible to offer so many of the week’s activities: Coleen Ayoup, Elana Cooperberg, Cheryl Donison, Maureen Jones, 
Natalie Carlino, Jacky Vallee, Judy Ingerman, Lisa Jorgensen, Kim Matthews, Stephanie Belmer, Janice Paquette, Caroline Chwojka, Alan Wong, 
Laurence Messier and Maro Adjemian.  
 
A special thank you to all the participants in our first Lightning Talks event, especially to my co-organizers Stephen Dinsmore and Vanessa 
Vandergrift.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the teachers who shared International Women’s Week with their students, whether it was through announcing 
events in class or bringing their entire class to the auditorium. This support is invaluable, and I am truly grateful for your efforts. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the support of these groups to the success of the week: FABSS, VCTA, VCSA, Open Door Network, and the 
Indigenous Circle. 
 

For all Women’s and Gender Studies members, 
Maggie Kathwaroon, Coordinator (kathwarm@vaniercollege.qc.ca) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

D-100 Library re-open to students as of today 
 
As of March 20th, the temporary library has been re-opened so that students may take advantage of the quiet study space. Note that 
students will only have access to reserved books and laptops at this time while the library staff continue to work on re-shelving the books in 
the renovated space. 
 

The new STEM Centre opens 
 
The first section of the Learning Commons has officially opened. The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Centre (formally 
the Math & Science Centre), has officially opened to everyone. It is located in D-301 and includes collaborative study space, the 
hackerspace/robotics lab, access to textbooks for in centre use, and 8 computers.  
 
We will keep you posted as additional areas of the Learning Commons open. 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Learning Commons 
kavalloh@vanier.college  
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Teacher and Staff Volunteers Needed – A Reminder 
 
As a reminder, we are still looking for teachers, professionals, support 
staff, and managers who would be willing to help during part or all of 
AQPC Symposium (June 6-7-8).  As you may already know, Vanier 
College and Cégep Saint-Laurent will be hosting this year's symposium 
which will primarily take place at Concordia University's downtown 
campus. 
 
If you are interested and available, please sign up online:  
 
https://goo.gl/forms/bfsxOoh13lG7udsJ3  

 
Your involvement is crucial to the success of this event. 
 
Volunteer Benefits: 

 Overtime, payable in time, will be given for hours worked in addition to regular work hours as per rules of respective employment 
category 

 Only the following expenses will be reimbursed: 
o Mileage – 24 km (12 km each way) @ .49 per km = $11.76 
o Parking - $13.50 maximum per day available as follows: 
 Concordia LB Building, 1453 Mackay 
 Faubourg Building, 1250 Guy Street 

 
As over 1,500 participants are expected, it is encouraged that you use public transportation (Concordia-Guy Metro Station) 

 Expenses will be reimbursed as per usual procedure, i.e. Petty Cash Voucher with valid receipts (if expense total less than $100; if over 
$100 use an expense report) 

 Lunch and supper will be provided to volunteers based on their working timeslots.  All volunteers are invited for the recognition lunch 
on Thursday.  

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Learning Commons, kavalloh@vanier.college  

 

STEM Centre 
 

Science Week 2017: March 20th-24th: Reserve a spot for your class! 
 

 
Science Talks 
Monday, March 20th 10-11:30am (Auditorium) 
The Future of Engineering Starts with You! by Women in Engineering Society, Concordia University  
 
Monday, March 20th 12-1pm (Auditorium) 
The Secretary Problem by Ivan Ivanov, Vanier College 
 
Monday, March 20th 2:30-4pm (Auditorium) 
Brain Imaging, Big Data, and Neuroscience:  Insights on the incredible plastic brain 
by Dr. Mallar Chakravarty, McGill University 
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Tuesday, March 21st 10-11am (Auditorium) 
GAPDH gene sequencing project:  
Guiding CEGEP students to develop an understanding of “real-world” scientific research 
by Michael Lindner-D’Addario, Olivia Mendelson, and Thomas Lo, Vanier College students 
 
Wednesday, March 22nd at 1:30-3pm (Auditorium) 
From Eastern Canada to the Tropics: Paleoenvironmental Research at Bishop’s University  
by Dr. Matthew Peros, Bishop’s University 
 
Thursday, March 23rd at 8:30-9:45am (Auditorium)  
Urban Agriculture: The True Cost of the Food on your Plate by Mark Reynolds 
 
Thursday, March 23rd at 10-11:30am (Auditorium)  
Building and Operating an Elevator to Space by Stephen Cohen, M. Eng., Vanier College 
 
Friday, March 24th 10-11am (Auditorium) 
The Physics of Disasters by Nikolas Provatas, McGill University 
 
Panel discussion and Journal launch  
Thursday, March 23rd 2-3:30pm (D-301/STEM Centre) 
Keeping Science Creative - A Panel Discussion with the launch of the Vanier Science Journal  
Co-presented by the Science Communication Collective and the Vanier Science Journal 
 
Activities 
Tuesday, March 21st 1pm (D-301/STEM Centre) 
Science Pictionary 
Come watch as three teams of students display their fine artistic talents and use their science knowledge to battle it out for the title of 
Pictionary Champions! 
 
Wednesday, March 22nd 12pm (D-301/STEM Centre) 
Science Coffeehouse ft. performances by science students and faculty! 
 Please come by for a coffee or tea and enjoy some entertainment while checking out the new STEM Centre.  
 
Thursday, March 23rd 12:30pm (D-301/STEM Centre) 
Pi-Recital contest and pie! 
 
Friday, March 24th 1pm (D-301/STEM Centre) 
Science, on tourne! Engineering Competition 
This year’s challenge is to build an autonomous machine capable of picking up golf balls and placing them in a container. Come to see the 
variety of engineering designs and cheer on the competitors as we put their devices to the test!    
 
If you are interested in bringing your class to any of the talks listed above, please send an email to rankina@vaniercollege.qc.ca to confirm a 
spot. All classes are welcome. For more information http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/science-week 
 
Thank you for passing on the information to your students. 

Ashley Rankin, STEM Centre 
 

Keeping Science Creative: A Panel Discussion and Journal Launch.  
 
This Thursday, March 23, from 2-3:30, the new Science Communications Collective and the Vanier Science 
Journal are co-hosting an event for Science Week entitled Keeping Science Creative: A Panel Discussion and 
Journal Launch.  
 
In addition to the panel discussion, which will be helmed by science students, there will be an introduction 
to the Science Communications Collective and readings of student writing from the third edition of the 
Vanier Science Journal, which will go live on the day.  
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Included in this third edition are Jesse Mackay’s short story, “Autonomous,” Laurence Fortin-Haines’ examination of stem-cell research and 
therapy, “A Global Concern,” and Michael Lindner-D’Addario’s mathematical analysis of unconventional spaces, “Adventures in Hyper-
Dimensional Grocery Shopping.” 
 
We hope that you will come and join us for this celebration. Refreshments will be served. 

 
Stephanie Felkai, Biology, and Stacey DeWolfe English 

INTERCULTURAL VOICES WEEK: 20 – 24 MARCH 

 

In celebration of Vanier's diversity, Student Life brings you Intercultural Voices week.  Here's what's on the agenda: 
 
Monday, 20 March, 2.30pm, Jake’s: Hoop Dancing Presentation & Workshop 
Barbara Diabo, a traditional Indigenous Hoop Dancer will be showcasing her skills in Jake's, after which students will be given the 
opportunity to try out some basic hoop dancing steps. 
 
Tuesday, 21 March, 12 noon, Jake’s: Japanese Tea Ceremony  
Watch a traditional tea ceremony.  A small group of students can also attend a workshop on how Matcha tea is brewed.  Sign up for the 
workshop at Studentlife@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
Wednesday, 22 March, 10 – 2pm, Vanier Front Lawn: Cabane a Sucre  
Come out and celebrate Spring finally arriving (even if the weather doesn't feel like it yet!). Join us on the front lawn for free hot chocolate, 
tire sur la neige, games and music.  Brought to you by the VCSA and Vanier Student Life.  Faculty/Staff will require tickets from Student 
Services (C-203) for la tire. 
 
Thursday, 23 March, 12 – 1.30pm, Jake’s: Salahpan Steelpan Drummers 
Come out and watch a great group of Steelpan drummers at Jake’s. 
 
Friday, 24 March, 2.30 – 6pm, A-320: KPop Event 
Bring your voice and dancing shoes for an afternoon of your favourite KPop tunes. 
 
Plus…kiosks on intercultural themes all week 
 
Any questions?  Please contact Marya or Rowena at Studentlife@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 

 
Rowena Selby, Student Services 
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Looking for Vanier Staff and Faculty to Record Short Videos About Vanier’s Heritage  
 
As many of you know each year the AQPC organizes a symposium that draws over 
1000 individuals who take part in conferences, round table discussions and other 
presentations. Vanier College is co-hosting the next edition of symposium with 
Cegep de Saint Laurent. It will be held from June 6th to June 8th 2017 at Concordia. 
As part of the communications plan for the event one of the focuses will be to 
promote Vanier College’s heritage as it ties in to the AQPC symposium  
 
The main vehicle for promoting this will be to set up a new website that will feature 
different content aimed at celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
CEGEP’s while also promoting different events taking place at Vanier in 
conjunction with the AQPC symposium.   
 
The new website will be set up with the overall theme of it being a museum 
highlighting Vanier in the past and present. Visitors to the site will be able to visit different “rooms” where they will be able to see different 
content that will highlight the heritage theme of the 50th anniversary of the founding of CEGEP’s. One “room” will feature a compilation of 
different video testimonials about people sharing their thoughts on the role CEGEP’s have played in Quebec society.   
 
Therefore, I am writing to ask you to participate in terms of recording a brief video where you would talk about the role CEGEPs and Vanier 
in particular have played in promoting education over the last 50 years.  
 
The videos will be recorded by VTV and your only obligation is to prepare a brief 30-second statement. 
 
If you are interested or have any questions please send me an email at beckerd@vaniercollege.qc.ca  In your email it would be helpful if 
you could specify the date and time of your availability so we can set up an appointment to record the video. It shouldn’t take longer than 
15 minutes. 
 
The videos need to be recorded by the end of March.  
 
Thank you for your collaboration. 

Darren, Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 

 

Art Contest for an exhibition of students’ work during the Annual AQPC Meeting in June 
 

Please tell your students about an art competition that will lead to an exhibition of student work at the AQPC’s 
(Association québécoise de pédagogie collégiale) annual symposium that Cégep de Saint-Laurent and Vanier 
College are co-hosting this year. The theme of the 2017 Symposium is Our Legacy.   
 
To compliment the symposium’s theme, the art competition’s theme is identity. How has a sense of identity 
impacted your legacy as a student studying at college? Nine works will be chosen from Vanier students for the 
finalists exhibition that will be held at Concordia University and at the Palais des congrès in June 2017.  
 
All finalists will have the opportunity to sell their photos at the banquet exhibition. The contest is reserved for 
students currently studying at Vanier College. The contest is open to all mediums (eg. drawings, photographs, 
painting, sculpture) with the exception of video based work. All works must be well documented and in digital 
format. For example, if you have a drawing or sculpture you need to document it photographically. 

 
Grand prize: $250 + gifts from sponsors 

 
Information session March 22nd 12:30pm-1:30pm in C-305 

 
For more information on the symposium, visit: http://aqpc.qc.ca/en. 
HOW TO ENTER: 

• Submit a maximum of two individual works in digital format. Minimum resolution of the image must be 3000 pixels on the longest side. 
Each work must fit in a 16” X 20” paper. 
• If documenting work, use the camera’s maximum resolution (e.g., 12.7 megapixels = 4372 pixels x 2906 pixels) 

mailto:beckerd@vaniercollege.qc.ca
http://aqpc.qc.ca/en


• Supported file formats: JPG, TIFF, RAW, CR2, NEF 
• Each work needs to include your name, title, original dimensions (if applicable), medium, year. 
• Each work must have a short 250 word description about its connection to the theme of identity. 
• Use www.wetransfer.com or a similar site for sending large files. 

 
Email the above to: artcontestaqpc@gmail.com   Contest deadline: May 1st, 2017 
 

Christoph Heldt, Communications, Media and Studio Arts 
 

The Peter Gonda Memorial Scholarship 
 
Peter Gonda passed away on August 20th 2016 at the age of 47. He was a Montreal-based artist, novelist and 
screenwriter. One of his main passions was photography. He travelled around the world and exhibited his 
photographs in London, Paris and Montreal. 
 
Last fall the Vanier College Foundation established The Peter Gonda Scholarship, valued at $500. It will be 
awarded annually to any Vanier College student who demonstrates original photographic works.  
 
There will be an information session regarding the scholarship this Wednesday March 22nd at 12:30 p.m. in 
C-305. 
 
Students wishing to apply must submit a maximum of five individual photographic works in digital format. The 
minimum resolution of the image must be 3000 pixels on the longest side while each work must fit in a 16” X 
20” paper. Supported formats are JPG, TIFF,RAW, CR2 and NEF. Finally, each photograph needs to include its 
title, medium and year.   Please email submissions to: petergondascholarship@gmail.com 
 

Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 

 

Invitation to the opening of The Peter Gonda Retrospective Photographic Exhibition 

 

 
 

The Unguarded Moment 
A Retrospective of photos by  

Peter Gonda 
 

March 20 to April 7, 2017 
Lehmann Gallery 

Opening will be held on Thursday March 23, from 5 to 8 pm 
 

Christoph Heldt, Communications  

http://www.wetransfer.com/
mailto:artcontestaqpc@gmail.com
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MONDAY, MARCH 20  
 

The future for engineering starts 
with you!  
Women In Engineering Society, 
Concordia University 

10:00-11:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
They say engineering school is too 
hard. Students study all the time and 
don’t have time to go out. Oh, and it’s 
impossible to find a girl in a class-
room! This is why we, FEMALE engi-
neering students of Concordia Uni-
versity, are coming to Vanier in our 
free time to prove to you that engi-
neering is not as hard and nerdy as it 
seems. We will also dispel any stere-
otypes, introduce Space Concordia 
and their involvement in engineering, 
share our personal experience as 
engineering students, and finally, we 
will answer your questions. 
 

The Secretary Problem   
Ivan Ivanov, Vanier College 

12:00-13:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
Hunting for the ideal apartment re-

quires a delicate balance between 

the regrets of "the one that got away" 

and "a stone left unturned". How do 

we know when to stop? We face 

these kinds of stopping decisions all 

the time: when searching for the most 

convenient parking spot, when re-

sponding to job offers, and in the 

even more fraught setting of dating. 

Algorithms exist prescribing decision 

strategies to deal with the tension 

between "looking" and "leaping" in an 

optimal way. Mathematically, at least, 

these stopping problems already 

have solutions. 

A paradigmatic example of an opti-

mal stopping problem is the Secre-

tary Problem. The goal is to hire the 

best secretary applying for a job and 

the hiring process is based on a se-

quence of interviews. The decision to 

hire or reject an applicant is made
 

immediately after each interview and                        
a rejected candidate cannot be hired 
at a later time. There is an optimal 
stopping rule for terminating the inter-
view sequence, which solves the 
Secretary Problem. This and related 
optimal stopping rules are used in 
Economics, Finance, Computer Sci-
ence, and in many other areas. Psy-
chologists and economists, who have 
studied the decision behaviour of ac-
tual people in Secretary Problem situ-
ations, have discovered that most 
people tend to stop "looking" too 
soon. 
 

Brain Imaging, Big Data, and Neu-
roscience:  Insights on the incredi-
ble plastic brain 
Dr. Mallar Chakravarty,  
McGill University 

14:30-16:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
In the last three decades magnetic 
resonance imaging has been used to 
get insights on how the brain is struc-
tured and how it is wired.  The ac-
companying explosion in computing 
and information technologies have 
allowed for an improved understand-
ing of how the brain changes through 
maturation, through ageing, and in 
response to environmental factors 
(learning, pharmaceuticals, early life 
adversity, etc).  Here I'll demonstrate 
how these neuro- and computer sci-
ences come together to allow us to 
gain better insight into how the brain 
changes and why. 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 21  
 

GAPDH gene sequencing project: 
Guiding CEGEP students to devel-
op an understanding of “real-
world” scientific research 
Michael Lindner-D’Addario, Olivia 
Mendelson, and Thomas Lo,  
Vanier College students 

10:00-11:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
A group of students from the Honours 

Science GAPDH gene-sequencing    
project discuss their experience as 
they explain the importance of re-
search in our society. In an effort to 
encourage more students to take part 
in research of their own, they will dis-
cuss benefits and common miscon-
ceptions about research, as well as 
how any dedicated student can get 
involved. 
  

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 22  
 

Science Coffeehouse 
12:00-13:30 (STEM Centre, D-301)  
For this special event, the STEM 
Centre will be transformed into a co-
zy coffeehouse venue. Science stu-
dents and faculty will be showcasing 
their musical and artistic talents. 
Baked goods will be on sale as a 
fundraising event for the 2017 Robot-
ics Team.  
 

From Eastern Canada to the Trop-
ics: Paleoenvironmental Research 
at Bishop’s University  
Dr. Matthew Peros,  
Bishop’s University 

13:30-15:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
Climate change represents perhaps 

the greatest scientific and societal 

challenge of our time. Climate 

change scientists use a range of 

methods and techniques to under-

stand how the climate system is 

changing and how ecosystems will 

be responding to these changes in 

the future. A critical line of inquiry that 

climate scientists employ is the use 

of climatic and environmental proxy 

data from geological sources--such 

as ice cores, tree rings, and lake sed-

iments--to better understand the 

rates and magnitudes of natural cli-

mate variability over long timescales. 

This talk will introduce students to      

some of the basics of paleoclimatic 
research and also highlight three         
recent projects that are bring pur-
sued by students and faculty at Bish-
op's University related to past climate 
and sea level change in both temper-
ate and tropical environments. 
 

THURSDAY,  
MARCH 23 
 

The True Cost of the Food on your 
Plate 
Mark Reynolds 

8:30-9:45 (Auditorium, A-103) 
About to embark on his first season 
as an organic farmer in Quebec, 
Mark Reynolds will be discussing the 
current state of agriculture in North 
America. His talk will be looking at 
the economical, societal and environ-
mental impacts of agribusiness in a 
local and a global context, as well as    
introducing his first hand experience 
of alternative food systems in Mon-
treal and abroad. 
 

Building and Operating an Eleva-
tor to Space 
Stephen Cohen, M. Eng.,  
Vanier College 

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium, A-103) 
Since the first man-made satellite, 
Sputnik 1, was launched in 1957, 
mankind's presence in space has 
grown.  However, our capacity to 
utilize space is very limited due to 
our singular method of space travel: 
rockets.  Some decades from now a 
more sustainable and elegant transit 
system to space, known as a Space 
Elevator, may be established.  The 
scope of such a project is immense 
and requires a tremendous amount 
of research and planning.  This talk 
will describe the space elevator, ex-
plore some of its challenges, and 
focus on research that is currently 
underway. 
 

 



THURSDAY,  
MARCH 23 (con’d) 
Keeping Science Creative  

14:00-15:30 (STEM Centre, D-301) 

A Panel Discussion with the launch of 
the Vanier Science Journal  
Co-presented by the Science Com-

munication Collective and the Vanier 

Science Journal 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
 

The Physics of Disasters 
Nikolas Provatas,  
McGill University 

10:00-11:00 (Auditorium, A-103) 
Disasters in sea, air, space and rail 
travel have long captured the public's 
attention due to the sudden and 
shocking loss of life and the ensuing 
fear associated with the lack of con-
trol people feel about traveling in ve-
hicles controlled by others, a fear 
exacerbated by media hype from tel-
evision networks hungry for ratings. 
Interestingly, a great deal of transpor-
tation disasters in the past century 
have been caused by failure to 
properly understand important micro-
 

structure processes that govern the 
properties and functionality of ad-
vanced materials. In this talk, we will 
explore some popular disasters of the 
past century and explain their caus-
es. In each case, we will explore how 
understanding the physics of materi-
als has helped demystify the causes 
of such disasters and help prevent 
their reoccurrence. Along the way, 
the talk will also highlight how ad-
vances in modern experimentation 
and advanced computing have dra-
matically improved our ability to pre-
dict and control the properties of en-
gineering materials. 
 

Science, on Tourne!  

Engineering Competition 
13:00-15:00 (STEM Centre, D-301) 
This year’s challenge is to build an 
autonomous machine capable of 
picking up golf balls and placing 
them in a container. Teams will have 
60 seconds to place as many golf 
balls as they can in a container 
measuring 22 cm in height x 45 cm in 
length x 29 cm in width. The winning 
team at each college will be invited to 
participate in the national final where 
many valuable prizes can be won. 
 

For more information, contact 
Ashley Rankin, STEM Centre Officer 

514.744.7500 x7479 
rankina@vanier.college 



NEW STEM Centre (D-301)

22, 2017



MASSAGE-A-THON 

Wednesday, March 22ndh  

11:00 am - 4:00pm 

 
Come support our student athletes while getting a 

relaxing massage from certified athletic message 

therapists and Concordia therapists!  

$20.00 for 20 minutes 
$50.00 for 55 minutes 
 
All Proceeds will be going to the Vanier College Foundation for 
Special Events student athletes.   
 

Register by email @ nguyenm@vaniercollege.qc.ca or ext 7133 
Or visit G134 or G203 to reserve your spot. 
 

Come out and Support your Cheetahs 

mailto:nguyenm@vaniercollege.qc.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY CONFERENCE 
VANIER COLLEGE 
MARCH 30-31, 2017 

 
Thursday, March 30, 2017 
 
8:30-9:00 John McMahon, Director General, Vanier College 
 

Opening remarks 
 
9:00-10:00 Dr. Charles Small, Director, Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy 
 
 Genocidal Antisemitism and the Crisis of Modernity: The Contemporary Challenges to Human 

Rights and Democratic Principles 
 
10:00-10:45 Professor Karen Eltis, Law Professor, University of Ottawa 
 

Hate Speech in the Digital Age 
 
10:45-11:00 Break 
 
11:00-11:30 Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
   
11:30-12:15  Me André Gagnier, Administrative Judge  
 

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, 1995: A Defense Attorney’s Perspective 
 
12:15-1:00 Dr. Marina Sharpe, Steinberg Post-Doctoral Fellow in International Migration Law and 

Policy, Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, Faculty of Law, McGill University 
 

From Non-interference to Non-indifference: The African Union and the Responsibility to Protect 
 
1:00-2:00 Lunch 
 
2:00-3:30 Panel Discussion: Community Perspectives: Justice and Accountability 
 

Moderator:  Sue Montgomery, Writer and advocate for women’s rights  
 

Viken Attarian, Armenian, Former Chairman of the Armenian General Benevolent Union  
Professor Roman Serbyn, Ukrainian, Professor Emeritus of Russian and East European 
History at the University of Quebec at Montreal 

Moses Gashirabake, Rwandan, Fasken Martineau DuMoulin (Bar Candidate 2016/17) 

Dafina Savic, Roma Sinti, Human Rights Coordinator, Montreal Holocaust Memorial Centre 

and Director of Romanipe 
 

3:30-4:00 Professor Irwin Cotler, Director of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights,  
 

Holocaust, Genocide, Human Rights: Pursuing Justice and Accountability 
 

4:00-4:30 Closing: Sidney Zoltak, Holocaust Survivor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY CONFERENCE 
VANIER COLLEGE 
MARCH 30-31, 2017 

 
Friday, March 31, 2017 
 
9:00-10:00 Dr. Alaa Murabit, UN High-Level Commissioner:  Health and Employment Growth, UN SDG 

Global Advocate 
 
 Peace and Justice: Community Building 
 
10:00-11:30 Panel Discussion: Justice and Accountability: None is Too Many:  How Far Have We Come? 
 

Moderator:  Ian Hamilton, Executive Director, Equitas– International Centre for Human 
Rights Education 
 

 Professor Irving Abella, Professor Emeritus, Department of History, York University 
 Honourable Marlene Jennings, Former Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 

International Cooperation, former Parliamentary Secretary to the Solicitor General of 
Canada, former Member of Parliament, and former Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime 
Minister 
Me David Berger, Immigration lawyer and Former Member of the House of Commons 
Salma Siddiqui, (TBC) Head of Canadian Progressive Muslim Organizations 

 
11:30-12:30 Lunch, Mayor Denis Coderre  
 
12:30-1:30 Senator Murray Sinclair 
 
 Indigenous People: Justice and Accountability 
 
1:30-2:30 Kimberly Mann, Chief of the Education Outreach Division of the United Nations Department 

of Public Information Global Outreach, United Nations: Genocide Education 
 

Education for Inclusiveness 
 
2:30-3:00 Break 
 
3:00-4:30 Panel Discussion: Pursuing Justice for Political Prisoners 

 
Moderator: Paul Karwatsky, CTV News 

 
Professor Homa Hoodfar, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at Concordia University 
(former political prisoner in Iran) 
Ensaf Haidar, President and Co-founder of the Raif Badawi Foundation for Freedom 
Kate Barth, Legal Director of Freedom Now 
Professor Irwin Cotler, Director of the Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights 
 

4:30-5:00 Closing: John McMahon, Director General, Vanier College 
 

Never Again Declaration  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


