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MIDTERM ASSESSMENT – Day Division 

 
The Midterm Assessment Module for the day division is now 
active on the OMNIVOX portal. The deadline for submission of 
student ratings is at midnight on Friday, March 13.   
 
To complete the midterm assessments, go online to the Teachers 
page on the Vanier home page and login to OMNIVOX. Click on 
Mid-term Evaluations and follow the instructions. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Midterm Assessments, please 
call Popie Marinakis at 7108. 
 

Thomas Ingerman, Registrar 
 

Chinese New Year at Vanier 

 
On February 18, the VCSA organized festivities to celebrate the 
coming of the Chinese New Year. There were special Chinese 
sweets and dumplings for the students to sample as well as 
Chinese tea; a musician playing traditional Chinese music; 
opportunities for students to practice calligraphy; and games 
featuring the famous red envelopes. (Red signifies good luck for 
the Chinese.) Vanier students had opportunities to appreciate 
Chinese culture.  
 
These festivities continued in the International Education Office 
for the celebration of the actual New Year on February 19. 
Students provided information about the Chinese New Year, 
including the fact that this is the year of “yang” which could be 
translated as “sheep”, “goat” or “ram”. (Consequently, even the 
most senior Chinese officials cannot really say which animal is 
designated for the year!) In fact, the Chinese New Year proceeds 
for fifteen days and the fifteenth day is the Day of Lanterns.  
 

Shirley Zhu, Languages and Cultures 

 
 
 

 

Director General opposes the cancellation of  
Chapeau les Filles!- Hats Off to You! Contest 

 
Last week, Vanier College Director General Normand W. Bernier, 
shared a letter that he sent to Mr. Yves Bolduc, the Minister of 
Education, regarding the cancellation of the Chapeau les filles 
contest.   
 
For those of you don’t know what the fuss is about, Chapeau les 
filles – Hats off to You! is/was a contest that started in 1996 to 
highlight women enrolled in technical programs leading to 
traditionally male-dominated occupations. The aim of the contest 
was to put forth successful female role models, publicize 
technical programs that don’t attract many women, and fight 
gender stereotypes linked with certain professions.  
 

The government recently announced the cancellation of this very 
popular contest, much to the dismay of people interested in 
breaking down barriers for women entering certain fields of 
study, including science and engineering. 
 

Since the start of the contest, Vanier had a number of regional 
and national winners.  Among them, there was 2008 winner, 
Stefanie Taylor, who wanted to follow in the footsteps of her 
father, her grandfather and her great grandfather, all in the 
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construction business.  In 2009, Vanier had 3 winners: 
Architectural Technology students Bijova Milli Nath-Chowdhury 
who was awarded a total of $2750 for Outstanding 
Entrepreneurship, and Rina Gupta and Cecillia Li who both won 
$500. In 2010 another Architectural Technology student, Carolyn 
Coulthrust, won a regional award of $500.  Then in 2012, it was 
Whitley Nketiah from Building Systems Engineering Technology, 
who won a regional award of $500.  The latest winner was Susana 
Dutra, another Architectural Technology student who won a 2014 
regional award. Not only did Susana enter a male dominated 
field, she did so at the age of 44. As the mother of two daughters, 
Susana was not only proud to have become a role model for 
them, but she also encouraged her eldest daughter to go into the 
Sciences. “I’ve told her not to be intimidated by the fact that it is 
mostly boys that enter those programs.”   
 
Overall, since the year 2000, Vanier students have won more 
than $9,750 in Chapeau les Filles bursaries. It seems a small price 
to pay for promoting gender equality, breaking down barriers and 
stereotypes, and getting women into male-dominated fields of 
work and study. 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
 

Nicholas La Monaca to speak at Vanier  

 
On March 9 and March 10, I will be opening up my classes to the 
Vanier Community to hear guest speaker Nicholas La Monaca, 
from The Montreal Young Italian-Canadian Association (MYICA) 
speak for about an hour in my classes.  Questions are allowed. 
 
The class times and classrooms are as follows:  
Monday, March 9 at 10 am, English presentation in N-529, 
capacity 42;  
Monday, March 9 at 11:30 am, Italian presentation with limited 
English in N-232, classroom cap 32;  
Tuesday, March 10 at 11:30 in N-529, English presentation, 
classroom cap. 42;  
Tuesday, March 10 at 4 pm in N-529, English presentation, 
classroom cap. 42. 
 
Nicholas La Monaca, official 
Spokesperson and head of 
Academic Relations for the 
MYICA, as well as a Vanier 
Alumnus, will be speaking 
about the cultural changes that 
Montreal's Italian community is 
slowly discovering. The MYICA 
is a non-profit association 
founded to promote modern 
Italian culture in Montreal. The 
MYICA aims to connect the 
past, present and future of 
Montreal's Italian community. Italian culture in this city has been 
maintained with extreme care and attention, causing a profound 
love for la dolce vita's memory lane. However, the MYICA offers a 
rediscovery of Italian culture, revealing aspects that have been 

previously left undiscovered. The MYICA welcomes all those who 
are interested in wanting to know more about modern Italy, 
those who want to reinforce their cultural background of Italy, or 
to those who are simply intrigued about italianità. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my department 
colleagues in Languages and Cultures, formerly Modern 
Languages, for all their support. 
 
Thank you. See you there. 
 

Giovanna Picciano, Languages and Cultures, Italian  
 

Rhys Adams co-authors an article about Photonics 
Outreach between Vanier College and McGill University 

 

Rhys Adams (Vanier Physics) and his colleague Lawrence R. Chen 
(McGill University, Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering) have a new article in the IEEE Photonics Society 
Newsletter about Photonics Outreach between Vanier College 
and McGill University.  
 
Much of the article is based on pedagogy, both in-class and out-
of-class, such as: 1) photonics-themed active learning activities 
that were developed to relate student’s everyday use of 
information technology to the content of the Waves and Modern 
Physics course, 2) subsequent class outings to the McGill 
University photonics laboratories, and 3) paid summer student 
research internships. Student’s contributions towards technical 
research and towards the building of class content for the Waves 
and Modern Physics course are highlighted.  
 
An online version of the article can be found at (starting on page 
12):  
http://www.ieee.org/ns/periodicals/Photo/feb2015/index.html  
The article also summarizes the photonics research conducted by 
the two colleagues during the last four years: 
 
• Lawrence R. Chen, Jia Li, Mina Spasojevic and Rhys Adams, 
“Nanowires and sidewall Bragg gratings in silicon as enabling 
technologies for microwave photonic filters,” Optics Express 
(Invited Paper on Microwave Photonics), 2013. 
 
• Rhys Adams, Mina Spasojevic, Mathieu Chagnon, Mahdi 
Malekiha, Jia Li, David V. Plant and Lawrence R. Chen, 
“Wavelength conversion of 28 GBaud 16-QAM signals based on 
four-wave mixing in a silicon nanowire,” Optics Express, 2014. 
 
• Rhys Adams, Reza Ashrafi, Junjia Wang, Mohammad 
Rezagholipour Dizaji and Lawrence R. Chen, “RF-Arbitrary 
Waveform Generation Based on Microwave Photonic Filtering,” 
IEEE Photonics Journal, 2014. 
 
• Mathieu Chagnon, Mina Spasojevic, Rhys Adams, Jia Li, David V. 
Plant and Lawrence R. Chen, “Wavelength Multicasting at 22 
GBaud 16-QAM in a Silicon Nanowire using Four-Wave Mixing,” 
IEEE Photonics Technology Letters, 2015. 
 

Rhys Adams, Physics Department 
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Visiting filmmaker Shane Eason to speak at Vanier 
 

Shane Eason, filmmaker and curator from  

Florida Atlantic University will be  

presenting his work and giving an artist talk on  

Wednesday, March 4th at 12:15 in C-305. 

 

Justine Litynski, Communications, Media and Studio Arts 
 

Garbage and recycling at Vanier 

 
By now, you’ve hopefully realized that sustainability at Vanier is 
about much more than recycling and waste management. That 
being said, waste management is part of what needs to be looked 
into and what we can improve in our environmental 
performance. 
 
In the past few years, we have conducted garbage-sorting events, 
which have consistently shown that 40% of what constitutes our 
garbage (landfill bound) is actually recyclable. Another 40% of this 
matter is potentially compostable.  
 
We are well aware that an educational effort is only part of the 
solution; we do need to improve our infrastructure. Hopefully, 
this can continue to happen moving forward. 
 
Waste management is one of the subjects of our environmental 
assessment. We will be having a consultation on the question in 
April stay tuned.  
 
In the meantime, here are a few reminders that hopefully 
everyone can adhere to: 
 

 The big green bins are for paper and cardboard only. 
There are other bins available for glass, plastic and 
metal.  

 

 Please break down your boxes if you put them towards 
recycling as this will expedite the process and save 
space.  

 

 If you do not know where something should go (like 
consumer electronics for example), then please call me. 
Or in a worst case scenario put the object outside of the 
big green bins, the janitorial staff should know what to 
do with it.  

For information contact Richard Dugas, Sustainability Officer, 
extension 7888. 

 
Richard Dugas, Student Services 

 
 
 
 

Vanier Classical voice students win  
NATS competition in Ottawa 

NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing) held their 
annual voice competition in Ottawa from February 20

th
-22

nd
. Four 

Vanier classical voice students competed against 132 singers from 
Quebec and Ontario, each not only making it to the finals in their 
category but winning their categories as well!  
 
Alessia Vitali, soprano won the Novice, Female 18-year old 
category.  Vanessa Antoniazzi, soprano and Yelena Gavrilova, 
soprano competed against each other in the final with Yelena 
winning the category Female Mature voice, 19+, and Vanessa 
placing a close second. Burak Yaman was the big winner of the 
weekend, not only winning his category Men 20-22, but also best 
overall performance.  
 
NATS is a prestigious festival which allows singers to be 
adjudicated by renowned voice teachers. As well, they can win 
scholarships and the exposure they need to continue their studies 
in university and beyond. Congratulations to all of these very 
talented singers!  
 

Tamara Vickerd, Music 
 

Motown Concert a Smash Hit! 

 
Last Wednesday, February 18 during UB in the Auditorium the 
Music Department presented “A Motown Spectacular!” As part of 
the celebrations of Black History Month here at Vanier, three 
groups of Vanier music students—working closely with 
department teachers as their mentors in the style—put together 
an amazing show of Motown music from the recording label’s 
origins in the late 1950s, through the heyday of “Hitsville USA,” 
and up to the transition to the sounds of funk and soul in the late 
1960s.  
 
Glen Ethier presented a brief history of the Motown label and the 
importance of the music, focusing on the struggle of African-
Americans working towards presenting themselves as a talented, 
cultured, and valuable demographic group seeking acceptance in 
an often racist environment in the decade of civil rights and 
unrest in America. The students were able to learn about the 
performance idioms of this popular style, studying both the music 
and the moves of multiple Motown artists.  

Chad Linsley (accompanist), Alessia Vitali, Vanessa Antoniazzi, Yelena 
Gavrilova and Burak Yaman 



With as many as sixteen performers on stage at once (including 
our six-player brass section coordinated by Marcus Braithwaite-
Selman) this show was indeed a challenge to stage! 
Congratulations to all the students and teachers who participated 
and gave their time to put on this excellent event. 

 

Glenn Ethier, Music Department 
 

9th Annual Health Promotion Fair 2015 

 

 
On Wednesday March 11th from 9 am to 2 pm in the Student 
Mall, third year Nursing students will, once again, be manning 

16 booths on Health Promotion geared towards our Vanier 
College students. 

This year’s edition of the fair will include topics such as STIs, 
addiction, risk taking, junk food and social media.   
 
The Nursing students have been working on their projects since 
the autumn.  Show your support for the hardworking Nursing 
students by visiting their information booths during Universal 
Break. 

Elizabeth Frioud, Nursing Department 
 

Call for volunteers – Fire Wardens 

 
The College is currently looking for volunteers to play the role of 
fire wardens during emergency evacuations.  
 
We would need two wardens per floor in the main building (A-K), 
and one per floor for the G, H and N buildings.  
The duties of fire wardens include alerting, directing and 
providing assistance to occupants during the evacuation of their 
designated section of a building. As a warden, you would also be 
invited to proceed to visual inspections of fire exits and 
extinguishers, and inform Security of any fire safety issues you 
might have encountered.   
 
As a warden, you would need to be (or become) familiar with 
your assigned area, its occupants, the location of exits and the 
fire equipment available in the area. You will also be invited to 
participate in a short training (date to be determined) to ensure 
you have all the information you need to play this important role 
in the best and safest manner for all involved.  
 
If you would like to be a warden for your area, please contact me 
at robertj@vaniercollege.qc.ca or by phone at extension 7030.   
 

Thank you! 
 

Joanie Robert, Safety and Security Services 

Math and Science Centre 

 

 
Science Week 2015: Reserve a spot for your class! 
 
This year, Science Week will take place from March 23

rd
 to 27

th
. 

You can look forward to the following presentations along with 
several activities which will be announced in a later intercom 
release: 
 
Monday, March 23

rd
 10am (Auditorium) 

“McGill IEEE Student Branch – Opportunities That Await You” by  
Mohammad Hossain Mohammadi and Ahmad Muannaki, McGill 
undergraduate students 
 
Tuesday, March 24

th
 10am (Auditorium) 

“Politics + $$ - science = climate change status quo” by Richard 
Dugas, Vanier College Sustainability Office 
 
Wednesday, March 25

th
 1:30pm (Auditorium) 

“Mastering Nature: Using Biotechnology to Investigate Chitosan 
Production” by Liem Dam-Quang, Honour’s Science student & 
BioGENIUS participant 
 
Thursday, March 26

th
 10am (Auditorium) 

“The Strange Paradoxes Found in Mathematics” by Julie Plante, 
Vanier College Mathematics Department 
 
Thursday, March 26

th
 11:30am (Auditorium) – NEW ADDITION 

“Environmental Chemistry: by sea, land, and air” by Patrick 
Hayes, Ph.D., Université de Montréal 
 
Friday, March 27

th
 11:30am (Auditorium) 

“Decoding Life: DNA Barcodes for Species Identification” by 
Edward Awad, Ph.D., Vanier College Biology Department 
 
If you are interested in bringing your class to any of the talks 
listed above, please send an email to msc@vaniercollege.qc.ca to 
confirm a spot.  
 
All classes are welcomed. 
 
More information will soon be live at: 
 http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/science-week  
 

Haritos Kavallos, Math & Science Centre 
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PDO Services 

 
At the PDO our goals are simple: we’re here to support 
individual teachers, whether you’re new or experienced; 
groups of teachers; and departments; with pedagogical 
questions and concerns.  
 
Please see the flyer at the end of this Intercom for further 
details about our services. To determine how we can help you, 
please visit us in F-217, check out our online resources, or 
contact us at pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
  

Wilma Brown, Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) 
 

PDO Workshops coming up 
 

The Pedagogical Development Office will be holding several 
workshops in the coming weeks. 
 
See the flyer at the end of Intercom for details and descriptions. 
 
1. SMART Board Basics  

Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  N-515 

 
2. Watch Your Language! 

Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  F-216 

 
Jennifer Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S WEEK: 36 Years at Vanier 
March 2nd – 6th, 2015 

 
This week Vanier is holding the 36

th
 

edition of International Women’s 
Week at the college.  International 
Women’s Week is developed by 
Women’s Studies and we would 
love to have every member of the 
Vanier community come to at least 
one event.  Please join us!   
 
The week will kick off on Monday, 
March 2

nd
 at 8:30 am, with Dianna 

Janzen Evangeline who will speak 
on her experience of being a 21 
year old student who brought the 
original sexual harassment case to 
the Canadian Supreme Court and obtained the Landmark 
Decision defining sexual harassment as discrimination (Janzen vs 
Platy case).   
 
Keynote Speaker:  Elizabeth May, MP representing Saanich-Gulf 
Islands and Leader of the Green Party of Canada, will speak on 
Tuesday, March 3

rd
, at 4:00 – 5:30 in the Auditorium. Her talks is 

presented by Women’s Studies in partnership with the 
Sustainability Major. 

Another prominent speaker will be Michael Kaufman, the co-
founder of the White Ribbon Campaign, one of the largest men's 
anti-violence programs, now present in over 57 countries around 
the world. His talk on March 3 at noon, in the Auditorium, is 
made possible by the generous contribution of the Vanier College 
Student Association (VCSA). 
 
And on Wednesday morning, March 4

th
 at 10:30 AM, Wade Davis 

returns to Vanier to make a presentation on rethinking  
masculinity, feminism and homophobia.  
 
See the complete program at the end of Intercom for details and 
descriptions of all our speakers and presentations. 
 

Evangeline Caldwell, Psychology Department 
 

Teaching Tip: Scaffolding 

 
The term “scaffolding” has been 
used in pedagogy for over 40 
years and has acquired several 
variations in its definition. The 
two most common components of 
scaffolding practices include: 1) 
the specific and numerous 
strategies that teachers use to 
first fully help and support 
students’ learning of the course 
concepts, skills, and material, and 
then 2) the gradual removal, or 
fading, of this full support. Scaffolding is done differently by every 
teacher, sometimes very deliberately and often quite 
unconsciously. By planning activities, readings, and assignments 
that help students develop their skills in a progressive fashion, we 
help them master the skills and learn the pre-requisite knowledge 
needed before moving on to more complex applications of that 
knowledge or skill.  
 

When should you scaffold? 
You can scaffold anything from a single class activity to your 
entire course. One approach of scaffolding is to break up the 
learning tasks into manageable lessons, activities, or classes. You 
then help your students focus on and master one component 
before moving on to the next, usually more complex, step. By 
scaffolding activities and checking in on how your students are 
doing, you can make sure that they have understood specific 
material or a skill before moving on to the next step. This way you 
can ensure that the foundational knowledge and skills they are 
building on is solid. 
 

How do you scaffold? 
For many of us who have become experts in our fields, it is hard 
to remember all the stumbling blocks we had to overcome to get 
there. A major part of scaffolding is thinking back to all the steps 
we do unconsciously when trying to solve a problem or 
understand new ideas. Taking note of these steps that a 
professional or expert in the field might take to resolve an issue, 
and getting the students to work through these same steps is one 
of the overall goals in scaffolding. By building activities that ask 
students to consider and address each of these steps, helps to 

Image courtesy of 
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model this kind of thinking process and lets them practice 
applying it. 
 

Thinking back to common student errors and misconceptions, 
and vocabulary or formulae that students typically find difficult, is 
also a key component of scaffolding. With this knowledge at 
hand, design lessons and activities that teach this information to 
your students before they face these problematic areas on their 
own. 
 

Removing the scaffold? 
You should ideally start to reduce the amount of scaffolding you 
give to students as the semester progresses. Early in the semester 
students haven’t yet mastered many of the skills they will need to 
solve a problem, answer a complex question, or make 
connections between the material. By supporting them with 
guiding questions that they need to ask and answer, in order to 
solve a problem or understand certain material, you are helping 
them practice critical thinking skills. As the semester goes on, try 
to reduce the amount of scaffold in order to “remove the training 
wheels” so that the critical thinking skills needed in your 
discipline are starting to develop independently in your students.  
 

Some scaffolding examples 
A good example of scaffolding can be found in lab work. The first 
weeks of the lab consist of teaching students basic rules, safety 
regulations, and how to use equipment, complemented with 
theory lessons in the classroom. By the final weeks of the lab the 
students have acquired many basic skills and are able to solve 
more complex problems or experiments using the foundational 
knowledge that they acquired over the semester. Some other 
examples include: 

 Computer Science: From teaching students how to write 
code to having them write a whole program. 

 Industrial Electronics: From teaching students the individual 
components of a circuit board to having them create one. 

 Essay writing: From teaching students how to write a thesis 
statement to having them analyze literature, develop an 
argument or standpoint, and write an essay. 

 Problem solving: From teaching students the theory behind a 
formulae or process to having them apply it to solve a 
problem. 

 Architecture: From teaching students basic design and 
graphing skills to having them produce fully developed 
AutoCAD drawings. 

 Music: From teaching students the names and structure of 
basic notes, chords, and harmonies to having them sing, play, 
or compose music. 

 Business: From teaching students marketing concepts to 
having them develop a marketing plan. 

 Stage & Fieldwork: Teaching students theoretical concepts 
and then observing their application in a real-world or 
workplace setting. 

 

For more information regarding scaffolding, please contact us at 
the PDO! 
For this and more Teaching Tips, please visit the PDO web page 
 

Tim Campbell-Comerford, Jennifer Mitchell, Wilma Brown,  
Pedagogical Development Office 

Vanier College Honor Science student chose Vanier for the 
research project opportunities. 

 
My name is Nabila Chekkal and I am an Honor Science student at 
Vanier. When I was looking at my college choices, research 
opportunities were a very important factor. I am very passionate 
about research and when I heard that Vanier College possesses a 
Research Center for students I became instantly hooked. I have 
done research over the summer at the Centre de Recherche en 
Santé Mentale de Montréal and I wanted to continue doing so in 
my future studies.  
 
I learned more about the VSRC during the “Student-for-a-day 
event” where some professors and students spoke about 
different projects and opportunities that are offered. From that 
moment on I wanted to participate in those projects and for that 
reason my final choice of college was Vanier instead of Dawson 
although it is further away from my home in Chateauguay. I also 
checked Dawson’s website and realized that they don’t have a 
similar Student Research Center. 
 
I registered for the biomechanics project but also came up with 
my own idea for a project: “The study of growth hormone’s role 
in health and longevity”. Growth hormone can be increased by 
sleep and exercise. This research project will focus mostly on 
physical activity and can be done on both mice and humans, with 
the appropriate Research Committee Ethics approval. Groups of 
different ages will have to perform a physical activity. Within 
these groups, subgroups will be created that will consume 
different diets: one group will eat proteins, another, vegetables 
and fruits, and another, unhealthy foods. Blood tests will be done 
before and after the exercise so that the change in growth 
hormone levels can be monitored. That way we will be able to 
see how the levels of growth hormone change depending on age, 
nutrition and exercise. Also, we will be able to see what type of 
nutrition is best and if the type of nutrition that is most effective 
changes with age. 
 

Nabila Chekkal through, Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics 
 

“In Her Name” Writing Contest Winners 
 

There were many submissions to this contest, each one 
describing a woman who has been inspirational or influential. All 
of them were touching, emotional and powerfully inspiring. 
Congratulations to all the participants and to the winners, and 
thank you to Vanessa Vandergrift and Ruth Belfer for their help in 
judging the submissions and to Women’s Studies for their 
continued support of this competition. 
 

1
st

 Place 
Cameron Rankin 

 

2
nd

 Place 
Giuseppina Laforest 

 

3
rd

 Place 
Rachel Lalonde 

 

Most Creative 
Edson Niebla 

Kim Muncey, The Learning Centre 
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News from VTV 

 
Watch the latest episode of VTV Today: 
http://bit.ly/1JRe7kG  

 
 
If you have a news item that you would like included on VTV 
today, just send an email to vtv@vaniercollege.qc.ca with a few 
details. See examples of VTV today here: 
 http://vtv.vaniercollege.qc.ca/category/vtv-news/vtvtoday/ 
 
Vanier Basketball: 

 
 
VTV recorded a video to promote the men and women’s div 1-
basketball teams. Take a look here: http://bit.ly/17BrL9U  
 
From the VTV Vault: 
 

 
 
In case you haven’t already, be sure to watch The Vanier View’s 
January episode: http://bit.ly/1E0mPth 
 
The Vanier View is designed to give students a venue to debate 
various topics while informing them of current events.  If you 

would like to suggest a discussion topic, email: 
VTV@vaniercollege.qc.ca with the subject line: The Vanier View. 
 

Melodie Le Siège, Vanier Communications 
 

DIVERSITY at Vanier College 

 

 
 
Diverse is often a word used to describe Vanier but what does 
that really mean for students? VTV is collaborating with over 20 
students from different backgrounds (cultural, economic, etc.) to 
create an important video on diversity at Vanier College. 
 
This video project aims to highlight Vanier’s diversity and 
demonstrate how it enriches the student experience. If you have 
any ideas for this video or would like to be part of the planning 
process, please get in touch with Melodie Le Siege at 
lesiegem@vaniercollege.qc.ca.  
 
We will be holding a brainstorming session with students very 
soon and teachers and staff are also welcomed to attend.   
 
Stay tuned for date, time and location.   
 

Melodie Le Siège, Vanier Communications 
 

Poster competition for the Vanier College Symposium on 
the Holocaust and Genocide 

 
Once again, we will be holding a poster and art competition as 
part of the Symposium, which will be held April 13-17, 2015.   
 
The winner of the poster contest will receive a great prize and will 
be featured in all advertisement regarding the Symposium.   
 
The deadline is March 13, 2015.  
 
Please see our flyer for more information. 
 

Marlene Grossman, Psychology Department 
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Capsule de français 

 
Bonjour à tous et à toutes! Vous désirez vérifier vos connaissances en français? Rien de plus facile avec les capsules linguistiques. 
 
Voici les réponses de l’exercice de la semaine dernière : 
 
Accordez les adjectifs de couleur suivants: 

 
1. Mes enfants ont choisi deux pantalons bleu__S__ et trois chemises vert_____ pâle____. 
2. Il a acheté des camions jaune___ foncé___  pour son fils. 
3. André a des yeux gris____-vert___ . 
4. La ville a acheté douze camions orange_____ 
5. J'ai acheté des rubans blanc__S___, vert___S__, orange______ et noir___S___. 

 
Bravo à tous ceux et celles qui ont participé au concours! 
 
Cette semaine, l’exercice est de niveau avancé. Voici une nouvelle règle et l’exercice correspondant : 
 
L’accord du mot "tout"  
 
Le mot "tout" peut être un déterminant, un nom, un pronom ou un adverbe. Lorsqu’il est déterminant ou pronom, il s'accorde en genre et 
en nombre avec le nom. Par exemple: « Toute la foule l'a applaudi; tous étaient heureux de la tournure des événements, j’achète le journal 
tous les matins. » 
Lorsque "tout" est adverbe, il est invariable. « Tout » a alors le sens de « entièrement » ou de « complètement ». Par exemple: « Elle était 
tout endormie; il est tout étourdi; ils sont revenus tout contents de leur journée d’école. » 
 
Exercice 
Accordez le mot « tout » dans les phrases suivantes : 
 
1. Son existence _____________ entière se déroule dans ce bureau. 
2. Elle fait sa promenade _____________ les matins. 
3. Le cycliste filait à _____________ allure sans penser à _____________ les dangers qui le guettent. 
4. _____________, même le chien, semblaient heureux de son retour. 
5. _____________ autre opinion aurait pu être acceptée, mais dans les circonstances, c'est une _____________ autre affaire. 
 
Remplissez le coupon de participation suivant. Apportez vos réponses avant le vendredi 6 mars 2015 à Isabelle Rivest, Département de 
français, soit par courrier interne, soit dans l’enveloppe que vous trouverez sur la porte du bureau K 307. À la fin de la session d’automne, un 
prix au goût de la France sera décerné à la personne ayant apporté le plus grand nombre de bonnes réponses. 
 

Bonne chance à tous et à toutes! 
 

Isabelle Rivest, département de français 

 
Coupon de participation 
 

Nom_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Adresse courriel/email_________________________________________ 
 
 

Numéro de téléphone_________________________________________ 
 

 
 





 

 

 

 

Vanier College/ Holocaust Education and Genocide Prevention 
Foundation 23rd Annual Symposium  

Our World, Our Responsibility:  Your Action! 

April 13-17, 2015 

Poster Competition 

 

For those of you not familiar with the Symposium, its goal is to educate 
students about the Holocaust and genocide as well as to sensitize young people 
to the dangers of racism, bigotry, stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. 

Our theme this year is Our world, Our Responsibility:  Your Action.  

The winner’s artwork will be included in this year’s poster and used to inform 
Vanier students as well as the public-at-large. Winners of this year’s poster 
contest will win $100.00 and the poster will be featured in all of the 
symposium’s advertisement.   

 It must include the title of the symposium: Vanier College/Holocaust 
Education and Genocide Prevention Foundation 23rd Annual Symposium: 
Our World, Our Responsibility:  Your Action!  April 13-17, 2015. 
 

 Submission deadline is March 6, 2015 at 12:00 pm to Nora Soukiassian in 
room A286. 

 

Use the link below if you would like to see information from past years. 

http://www.preventinggenocide.org/joomla/symposia.html 
 
The winner will receive $100.00 and will have their artwork displayed 
throughout the College!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!         

http://www.preventinggenocide.org/joomla/symposia.html


 Vanier College – Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) Winter 2015 

PDO Services 
Vanier College Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) 

 
At the PDO our goals are simple: we’re here to support individual teachers, whether you’re new or experienced; 
groups of teachers; and departments; with pedagogical questions and concerns. To determine how we can help 
you, please visit us in F-217, check out our online resources, or contact us at pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
The PDO staff has developed many resources to help with your teaching and learning context. We offer 
pedagogical activities and workshops throughout the year; individualized or departmental coaching; VCC Day 
and Ed Tech Week activities; and weekly Teaching Tips in the Vanier electronic Intercom.  

 
PDO Website: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo  Location: F-217 
PDO Staff: 

Wilma Brown: PDO Coordinator: brownw@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
Jen Mitchell: IT Pedagogical Counsellor: mitchelj@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
Tim Comerford: Pedagogical Counsellor – Support to Teachers of Students with Special 

Needs: comerfot@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

Individually, in small groups, or departmentally, the PDO staff are available to discuss: 
 General teaching & learning questions and 

concerns 

 Pedagogical support 

 Classroom management 

 Student motivation 

 Formative and summative evaluation 

 Feedback  

 IT in the classroom 

 Assessment strategies 

 Marking Rubrics 

 Literacy skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading, 
Writing 

  Teaching across a range of abilities 

 Discipline specific teaching resources 

 Active Learning strategies 

 Instructional Strategies 

 Individual and group consultation 

 Mentoring 

 Workshops 

 IT Pedagogical support 

 Online resources 

 New Teacher Orientation 

 Information on PERFORMA and the Master  
Teacher Program (MTP) 

 

Jen Mitchell’s areas of specialization: 
 Integrating technology into your pedagogy 

 Using course management tools like Moodle, Léa / Omnivox 

 Technical aspects of using the active learning classrooms and SMART Boards 

 Pedagogical and instructional strategies for active learning  
 

Tim Comerford’s areas of specialization: 
Regarding learning disabilities, ADHD, autism, mental health issues: 

 Teaching and learning strategies 

 Tips for classroom management 

 Advice about classroom accommodations 

 What to say to your student to offer academic support 

 Disability-specific information 

 Modifying assessments 

 Increasing accessibility of lectures // PowerPoint slides // information 

 Understanding accommodations 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo
mailto:pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo
mailto:brownw@vaniercollege.qc.ca
mailto:mitchelj@vaniercollege.qc.ca
mailto:comerfot@vaniercollege.qc.ca


Pedagogical Workshops –March 4, 2015 

1. SMART Board Basics  
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  N-515 

Animator: Jen Mitchell, PDO 

Have you found yourself teaching in one of Vanier’s many active learning 

classrooms equipped with a SMART Board? Are you wondering how to get started on this new 

technology or want more practice? Join us for this workshop to learn what you can do with an 

interactive SMART Board. This will be a practical, hands-on workshop that will give you the opportunity 

to practice, play, and experiment with a SMART Board. 

RSVP at PDO@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

2. Watch Your Language! 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  F-216 

Animators: Maggie McDonnell and Mary Johnson, LCAD 

Ever get the feeling that your students think you're talking to them in a foreign language? Does it 
sometimes seem that they just don't get the concepts you're teaching? Come explore the connections 
between learning, language and literacy skills, with a particular emphasis on how to help students 
identify and develop the skills they need to succeed in your discipline.  
LCAD: Language and Communication Across Disciplines 

RSVP at PDO@vaniercollege.qc.ca 

mailto:PDO@vaniercollege.qc.ca
mailto:PDO@vaniercollege.qc.ca




Welcome to Vanier College’s 36th International 
Women’s Week!

Welcome to the 36th edition of International Women’s Week!  International 
Women’s Week is developed by Women’s Studies and we would love to have 
every member of the Vanier community come to at least one event.  Please 
join us!  As a courtesy to our guest speakers, we ask members of the audience 
to sit close to the stage.  

Women’s Studies recognizes the important contribution made by the VCSA  
Social Justice Committee and the VCSA Events.  

Faculty: If you would like to bring a class to an event, please MIO Evangeline 
Caldwell. For faculty who have already confirmed a class presence -> we’re 
good.  If you would like to offer a small assignment to your students without 
bringing the class, there is no need to MIO. 

Keynote Speaker: Elizabeth May, MP representing Saanich-
Gulf Islands and Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
March 3rd, Tuesday:  4:00 – 5:30  
Auditorium   
Presented by Women’s Studies in partnership with the Sustainability Major  

Week Long Displays: Throughout the College: Challenges women face 
around the world.  Prepared by Janice Paquette’s Sociology of Health Nursing 
students.

MONDAY, MARCH 2nd

8:30 – 10:00 Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Canadian Supreme Court Landmark Decision on Sexual 
Harassment:  How a Student Made this Happen 
Dianna Janzen Evangeline
Thirty-three years ago, when she was a 21-year-old student, Dianna Janzen 
Evangeline was one of two Winnipeg waitresses who endured sexual harass-
ment at the hands of a co-worker. After a legal battle of almost 7 years, the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the harassment was discrimination and 
that the employer was responsible for the actions of their employees to each 
other (Janzen v Platy Enterprises Ltd.) What does this landmark decision mean 
today? How does one voice make a difference? What do I do if I am being ha-
rassed at work? How do we speak up until all employers consistently step up? 
Let’s answer those questions by reflecting on that 7-year journey to the Su-
preme Court. Today, Dianna holds a CMA designation (Certified Management 
Accountant) and delivers a multi variant perspective; as a survivor, as a parent 
and as a business professional.

11:30 – 1:00     Sports Complex, G202 - Dance Workshop 
Introduction to Contemporary Dance
Melissa Spensieri       
Melissa Spensieri began dancing when 3 years old, then teaching at the age 
of 15, at Ecole de danse Johanne Marchand.  In 2008, Melissa opened her 
own dance studio, Ecole de Danse Prestige, where she teaches Jazz, Tap, Lyri-
cal and Hip Hop dance. She is also a member of the DancEvolution Hip Hop 
competition circuit and judges a number of Hip Hop competitions each year.  
Places are very limited.  Please contact Natalie Carlino, MIO

12:00 – 1:30 Amphitheatre - Guest Speaker
Empowering Women in Business
Lori Dermer
Women’s Studies in partnership with Business Administration 
and Commerce
Lori Dermer is a Vanier College and McGill University graduate who has spent 
over 20 years in the corporate world. Eight years ago, she began her own 
company, Dermer Consulting.  She currently holds the position of Executive 
Recruiter, recruiting people for senior management positions for business. 
She is uniquely qualified to answer the following questions:  What are the 
opportunities for women’s careers in the digital era?  What do you need to 
know to negotiate your way through early career choices?  How do you have 
your contributions acknowledged by your employer?  This presentation will 
address those questions and give realistic advice from the business world.  
There will be an opportunity to engage in lively discussion.  Please come with 
your questions.

1:00 – 2:30      Sports Complex, G202 - Dance Workshop
Introduction to Hip Hop.   
Melissa Spensieri       
Places are very limited.  Please contact Natalie Carlino, MIO

2:30 – 4:00    N536 - Guest Speaker
The Goddess Returns     
Meri Fowler Wiccan High Priestess.   
The understanding and honouring of the Divine Feminine empowers wom-
en to take back control of their lives.  Empowered women translates to em-
powered girls, and supported men and boys. Join Wiccan High priestess Meri 
Fowler for a talk about women’s empowerment within Wicca, A Goddess 
Centered spirituality. Seating is very limited:  Please contact Gordon Aronoff, 
MIO, or aronoffg@vaniercollege.qc.ca



2:30 – 4:00     Auditorium - Documentary Features
Purity Myth: The Virginity Movement’s War Against 
Women,  2011  (46 minutes)
By Jeremy Earp, Scott Morris, Jessica Valenti, Jason Young.
The United States is obsessed with virginity from the media to schools to 
government agencies.  The purity myth is an important and timely critique of 
about why this is so, and why it’s problematic for girls and women.  Analyz-
ing cultural stereotypes and media messages, Jessica Valenti reveals the 
overt and hidden ways our society links a woman’s work to her sexuality 
rather than to values like honesty, kindness, and altruism.  With intelligence 
and wit, this film exposes the legal and social punishments that women who 
dare have sex endure, while presenting a powerful argument that evaluating 
girls and women on their sexuality needs to stop.

En la casa, la cama y la calle  (At home, in bed and in the streets),  
2013  (36 minutes)
By Liz Miller 
From a small country with a revolutionary history, comes a compelling TV 
drama with a big vision.  The documentary En la casa, la cama y la calle, fol-
lows an inspiring Nicaraguan women’s rights group, Puntos de Encuentro, as 
it works to end sexual violence at home, in bed and in the streets through a 
powerful blend of mainstream media and grassroots organizing.  Puntos de 
Encuentro’s television family drama Contracorriente has reached millions of 
viewers and is at the center of a campaign to prevent sexual exploitation and 
trafficking in Central America and the Caribbean. 

4:00 – 5:30     Amphitheatre - Guest Speakers
U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A.  in partnership with Open Door Network
U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A.
Did you know that Vanier has a student LGBT and allies group called 
U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A.? They are involved in promoting campaigns in the college 
that draw attention to LGBT status and rights in Canada and abroad. 
A panel of U.M.B.R.E.L.L.A. members will discuss their experiences and at-
titudes as lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender college students. Come 
see what they have to teach us about sexual orientation and gender identity 
from the point of view of a college student. Let’s talk about gender neutral 
bathrooms.

TUESDAY, MARCH 3rd

10:00  - 11:30     Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Musician, Historian, Luthier, Business Woman: Making it in 
the World of Music
Mamie Minch

Mamie Minch is a Brooklyn, NY based luthier, performing musician and re-

cording artist. In her talk, she will highlight living in New York City as an artist 
as well as her two-fold career as a musician and co-owner of Brooklyn Luthe-
rie, a highly regarded instrument repair and restoration shop. Mamie will 
also talk about the stories of some of the important and compelling female 
musicians who have played a part in shaping modern American music. 

Noon – 1:30     Auditorium - Guest Speaker
White Ribbon Campaign:  Eliminating Violence Against Women
Sponsored by the VCSA in partnership with Women’s Studies
Michael Kaufman
Michael Kaufman’s innovative approaches to engaging men and boys in 
promoting gender equality and transforming their lives has taken him 
around the world.  He is the co-founder of the White Ribbon Campaign, one 
of the largest men’s anti-violence programs, now present in over 57 coun-
tries around the world. Its basic principle is the importance of men and boys 
speaking out against all forms of violence against women. The White Ribbon 
Campaign (WRC) appeared in 1991; a call to action prompted by the Mon-
treal Polytechnique massacre where 14 female engineering students were 
killed because they were women. Michael Kaufman will speak of progress 
made and paths forward.

1:00 – 2:00     Metro Area - Contest
A VCSA Events and Social Justice Committee Contest
Do you know your feminism?  
Clara Levesque, VCSA Events Coordinator and Lida Aman, VCSA 
Social Justice Coordinator
Feminism has historical roots and, throughout the years, has become more 
inclusive. Feminism is a worldview that gave rise to a movement that aims 
for equality and identifies the oppressive nature of patriarchy. How well do 
you think you know feminism? Answer some questions and win a prize on 
the Wheel of Fortune!

2:30 – 4:00      Auditorium - Films
Pink or Blue?  2014 (7 minutes)
Created, produced and directed by Barbara Bedont
“Pink or Blue?” is a short observational documentary that asks how a child 
might express their gender identity if freed from societal pressures and gen-
der stereotypes. Viewers tag along on a shopping trip where a mother gives 
her four-year-old child the freedom to select a Halloween costume, and wit-
ness the mixed reactions at the child’s dance class.

Orchids: My Intersex Adventure  2010  (60 minutes)
by Phoebe Hart 
Gen X filmmaker Phoebe Hart always knew she was different growing up -- 
but she didn’t know why. This award-winning documentary traces Phoebe’s 



voyage of self-discovery across Australia as an intersex person, a group of 
conditions formerly termed hermaphroditism. Learning only in her teens 
that she was born with 46XY (male) chromosomes, Hart now seeks to under-
stand her own story and the stories of other affected by this complex and 
often shamed syndrome. Questioning rigidly defined constructs of gender, 
sexuality, and normality, often with lively humor, Orchids is an engaging 
portrait of survival, courage and reconciliation.

4:00 – 5:30     Auditorium - Keynote Speaker
Mother Earth
Women’s Studies in partnership with the Sustainability Major 
Elizabeth May, MP representing Saanich-Gulf Islands and Leader 
of the Green Party of Canada 
Elizabeth May is an environmentalist, writer, activist, lawyer, and teacher 
who became active in the environmental movement in the 1970s. She is the 
author of eight books, holds three honourary doctorates, and became an 
Officer of the Order of Canada in 2005.  During her formative years, Eliza-
beth May worked in her family’s restaurant and gift shop business. Elizabeth 
May held the position of Associate General Council for the Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre prior to becoming Senior Policy Advisor to the federal 
minister of the Environment from 1986 until 1988. She became Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club of Canada in 1989, a position she held until March 
2006 when she became leader of the Green Party of Canada.  In November 
2010, Newsweek magazine named her “one of the world’s most influential 
women.” She was chosen (by a vote of all MPs) as Maclean’s magazine’s 2012 
Parliamentarian of the Year, 2013 Hardest Working MP, 2014 Best Orator 
and by the Hill Times in 2013 and 2014 as Hardest Working MP, Best Con-
stituency MP and Best Public Speaker.  It is a privilege to welcome her to the 
Vanier community.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4th

8:30 – 10:00    Amphitheatre - Guest Speaker
Sexism, Homophobia, and Gender Online: Harnessing the Law to 
Counter Gendered Cyberbullying and Sexting
Rebecca Katz
Cyberbullying and sexting are often front-page headlines, but media and the 
public sometimes ignore their gendered dimensions. In fact, sexism, ho-
mophobia, and related forms of discrimination are prevalent in online and 
offline bullying and in sexting incidents.  Rebecca Katz explores gendered 
aspects of cyberbullying and sexting and assesses how various laws can 
counter them – or fail to do so. She also explores students’ practical legal 
rights and remedies should they face these challenges themselves.

10:30 - 12:00     Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Men Rethinking Masculinity, Feminism and Homophobia
Wade Davis
In his own words: “For me, existing at the intersection of Black manhood, 
Black masculinity, sexuality and sports was the most dangerous place in the 
world. As an athlete you have to consistently prove yourself; as a Black male 
athlete, ‘I’ felt the pressure to consistently prove myself, my masculinity and 
my sexuality. I lived under a microscope, at least I thought, and I never had 
the opportunity to just be myself within the confines of a never-ending cycle 
of masculine performance. I was never alone. I was never able to relax…...”   
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wade_Davis_%28American_football%29 
Mr. Davis is a former NFL player and currently Executive Director of the You 
Can Play Project, an advocacy organization working to eradicate homopho-
bia in professional sports.

12:00 – 1:30     Auditorium - Film and Panel
Girls Rising directed by Richard Robbins; followed by a panel 
discussion
Sponsored by the VCSA in partnership with Women’s Studies
Clara Levesque, VCSA Events Coordinator and Lida Aman, VCSA 
Social Justice Coordinator
The movie tells the stories of nine girls from different parts of the world who 
face arranged marriages, child slavery, and other heartbreaking injustices. 
Despite these obstacles, the brave girls offer hope and inspiration. By get-
ting an education, they’re able to break barriers and create change. Each 
girl’s story was written by a renowned writer from her native country.

12:00 – 1:30     Carrefour - Information Table   
Women and Nutrition
Sponsored by Student Services
Sandra Grant 
Sandra Grant will discuss women’s health & nutrition.  An opportunity for ev-
eryone to discuss healthier eating habits. Drop by and meet Vanier College’s 
resident nutritionist.

3:30 – 5:00     Auditorium - Guest Speaker
An Introduction to Sex Worker’s Rights
Robyn Maynard, Stella, l’amie de Mamie
There are many misconceptions about sex workers and the sex trade.  Stella 
is a community organization that is operated by and for sex workers.  For 18 
years, they have advocated for social and legal rights, and against stigmatiza-
tion.  They also offer health, legal, and safety support to women who work in 
the sex trade.  This presentation will describe Stella, explain how sex work-
ers protect their health and safety, as well as discuss the recent Supreme 
Court decision removing barriers to prostitution.  



THURSDAY, MARCH 5th

10:00 – 11:30     Auditorium - Guest Speakers
Ladies of Ink
Erika Doyon and Rian Desourdie    
Erika Doyan and Rian Desourdie are tattoo artists.  They will offer a brief 
overview of the tattoo industry including safety practices as well as how tat-
toos have become more socially acceptable today.   They will then discuss 
the history of women in the tattooing industry and the challenges women 
face as tattoo artists.  Examples of famous women tattoo artists and their 
work will be presented.  There will also be a discussion of how different com-
munities view women who choose this form of body expression. 
Erica Doyan is the owner of Studio Artease.

11:30 – 1:00     Auditorium - Film
THE PUNK SINGER  2013  (80 minutes)
Directed by Sini Anderson 
Kathleen Hanna, lead singer of the punk band Bikini Kill and dance-punk trio 
Le Tigre, rose to national attention as the reluctant but never shy voice of the 
riot grrrl movement. She became one of the most famously outspoken femi-
nist icons, a cultural lightning rod. Her critics wished she would just shut-up, 
and her fans hoped she never would. So in 2005, when Hanna stopped 
shouting, many wondered why. Through 20 years of archival footage and in-
timate interviews with Hanna, THE PUNK SINGER takes viewers on a fascinat-
ing tour of contemporary music and offers a never-before-seen view into the 
life of this fearless leader.

1:00 – 3:00     In front of library entrance - Information Table
Concordia University Women in Engineering   
Karina Bagryan
Like the sciences? Have you thought of pursuing engineering? Health Science 
is not the only option for you! Former Vanier students and current Engi-
neering students at Concordia University are coming to talk about different 
opportunities and ways to succeed in the engineering field for both, male 
and female students.  Concordia University Women in Engineering Society 
promotes the equality and success of engineering students. Come and ask a 
question!

1:00 – 2:30     Auditorium - Guest Speakers
Women Sports Broadcasters
Andie Bennett provides sports coverage, including the Canadiens, Alouettes 
and the Montreal Impact, on the morning show Daybreak of the CBC;
Robyn Flynn is a producer, reporter & co-host at TSN Radio 690, as well as a 
technical producer at CJAD 800;

Jessica Rusnak covers the Canadiens for TSN 960 and does sideline report-
ing on the Montreal Impact for TSN;
Amanda Stein co-hosts the weekend morning show: The Locker Room on 
TSN 690 and provides sportscasts to CJAD 800.

Come hear a panel of four female sports broadcasters discussing how they 
broke into the male dominated field of sports broadcasting. They will discuss 
their love of sport and why they wanted to work in this field. These present-
ers will share with us the reality of what it means to be a female sports 
journalist and discuss the sexism and misogyny they have encountered as 
females at work, with colleagues and even online.

2:30 – 4:00     Auditorium - Guest Speaker
Tracey Deer and Mohawk Girls
Tracey Deer 
Women’s Studies in partnership with the Vanier Indigenous 
Circle
Tracey Deer is a Gemini Award winning Mohawk film director.  Ms. Deer will 
speak about becoming a filmmaker.  She will also speak of specific events that 
have affected her home, Kahnawake, as well as herself personally. She will show 
clips of Mohawk Girls and discuss the motivations behind the show. Mohawk 
Girls is a half hour dramatic comedy about four young women figuring out how 
to be Mohawk in the 21st century. The series centers on four twenty-something 
Mohawk women trying to find their place in the world. And, of course, trying to 
find love. Torn between family pressure, tradition, obligation and the intoxicat-
ing freedom of the “outside world,” this fabulous foursome is on a mission to 
find happiness... and to find themselves.

4:00 – 5:30    Auditorium - Film
EMPIRE OF DIRT  2013  (99 Minutes)  
Peter Stebbing    
Three generations of Canadian Aboriginal women find strength in fam-
ily while confronting addiction and dysfunction in rural Ontario. When her 
daughter suffers an overdose, single mother Lena packs them both up 
and heads to her estranged mother’s home far from the city. A model and 
recovering drug user herself, Lena knows well the dangers of addiction, and 
realizes that her daughter’s very life is at stake. However, before these three 
women can reclaim the future, they must first own up to the past.



FRIDAY, MARCH 6th

8:30 – 10:00     Auditorium - Guest Speakers
Women and Racism 
Lida Aman, VCSA Social Justice Officer
Dany Brown, Student Services
Manda Fischer, Student at Vanier College
Shana  Stafiej,   Learning Center
Valérie Simon, Vanier graduate and student at Simone de Beauvoir Institute
This panel will address issues of racism from both a personal as well as a 
social justice perspective.  The emphasis of this presentation/discussion is 
to identify strategies that help us minimize the negative effects of racism.   
These strategies may come from the personal, political and social fora.  Audi-
ence participation is encouraged.

11:30 – 1:00     Auditorium - Film
D’ICI ET D’AILLEURS  2008  (59 minutes)
Produced and directed by Nada Raphael
Nine women from Montreal reveal themselves to the camera. They are 
lesbian, bisexual and two-spirited. They come from Malaysia, Tunisia, Leba-
non, Guinea and Ghana. Some are First Nations women. They reveal their 
sometimes painful, sometimes effortless passages leading to the acceptance 
of their sexual orientations, and share their views on homoparentality, 
relationships, families, and couples. Different stories of women who at one 
point claimed the right to be themselves and today live with the happy, and 
sometimes unhappy, consequences of this self-affirmation.

1:00 – 2:30    Auditorium - Film
Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari  Maathi   (2008)  80 minutes
Lisa Merton and Alan Dater
Taking Root tells the dramatic story of Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Wangari Maathai whose simple act of planting trees grew into a nationwide 
movement to safeguard the environment, protect human rights, and defend 
democracy. Wangari Maathai, a woman born in rural Kenya, started down 
this path that reclaimed her country’s land from 100 years of deforestation, 
provided new sources of food and income to rural communities, and gave 
previously impoverished and powerless women a vital political role in their 
country.
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