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Lise Bégin named new Director of Administrative Services  

 
Vanier Director General Normand Bernier is pleased to announce 
that Lise M. Bégin has been named the college’s new Director of 
Administrative Services, Finance, Building and Maintenance and 
IT.  She will begin her mandate in March 2015. 
 
“I am very happy to welcome Lise to Vanier. Given her years of 
professional experience I am convinced she will prove to be a 
major asset to our college. The Director of Administrative 
Services, Finance, Building and Maintenance and IT is a very 
multifaceted, strategic position and is part of a larger plan to re-
structure the way the college is managed with the ultimate goal 
of improving efficiency and collaboration between different 
departments,” said Mr. Bernier. 
 
Lise M. Bégin holds a Master Degree in Business Administration 
from the École des Hautes Études Commerciales and is a 
registered chartered professional accountant (CPA CA). Prior to 
coming to Vanier she had been working, since 2011, as Senior 
Director of Finance and Administration at Marianopolis College 
and she also worked as Director of Administrative Services and 
Financial Services at Collége Laval. 
 
“Merging Vanier’s Financial Services and Administrative Services, 
two critical departments at the college, represents a major 
challenge. I am therefore looking forward to ensuring a smooth 
transition while also establishing an action plan in order to 
improve efficiency and also working together to achieve the long 
and short-term goals of the College,” said Mrs. Bégin. 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Free Non-credit Courses for Vanier Staff 

 
Did you know that under certain circumstances, staff members 
can take Continuing Education non-credit courses for free at 
Vanier?  
 
Vanier employees are eligible to take our courses for free, 
assuming that the course will break even with paid registrations. 
Our courses are divided into four interest groups: Professional 
Development, Technologies, Wellbeing and Music, Hobbies and 
Other Interests. Our winter 2015 course offerings include over 
100 courses and sections.  
 
Vanier also offers other non-credit activities. The Language 
School, also a part of Continuing Education, offers a broad range 
of language training and testing services. The Aquatics 
department offers swimming lessons and other activities. All 
these offerings are mentioned in the Continuing Education course 
catalogue, published twice each year 
in fall and winter editions.  
 
The Winter /Spring 2015 Continuing 
Education Catalogue is available as a 
PDF on our website now at: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/ppd/fi
les/2014/12/Vanier-ContEd-
Catalogue-Winter-Spring-2015.pdf.  
 
Print copies are also available. 
 
Employees who express an interest in attending a course remain 
on a waiting list until the course is released (at break-even or 
higher), after which time they are confirmed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. If an employee absolutely wants a course and 
doesn't want to take a chance and wait that employee can 
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choose to register and pay the total amount of tuition and 
supplies for the course.  
 
For those who aren’t aware, the Cont Ed non-credit courses, 
formerly known as Lifeskills courses, now come under the 
heading of Personal and Professional Development (PPD) courses.  
Personal and Professional Development is a sub-department of 
Continuing Education that offers a range of non-credit activities 
primarily in two areas of activity. We offer scheduled non-credit 
courses open to the general public of Metropolitan Montreal, and 
we develop customized testing and training programs for 
organizations or businesses, not only in Saint-Laurent, but across 
this region of Quebec. 
 
For more information or to register, please email 
ppd@vaniercollege.qc.ca or call us at extension 6066. 
 

George Mack, Continuing Education 
 

German/Danish Exchange 2015 

 

 
 
Once again, the Language School will host a group of students 
from a school in Denmark.  Homestay families are needed to host 
our students.  If you have a spare room and would like to get 
involved with the Language School please contact us.  The 
students will be arriving at the end of March and stay for four 
weeks.  Hosts are compensated $800 for the four weeks and 
must provide 3 meals per day.  
 
Tel.: 514-744-7897, Email: diamantt@vaniercollege.qc.ca, Office: 
B-228 
 

Tommy Diamantakos, Language School 
 

Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship Winner and Awards 
Ceremony 

 
The English Department is very pleased to announce that the 
Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship, a recognition of achievement 
in English and creative writing, has been awarded to TALIESIN 
HERB, a Liberal Arts student, who has not only demonstrated 
strong academic English skills, but submitted a captivating 
portfolio of stories and poems. 
 
Honourable mentions were awarded to three students based on 
the remarkable merits of their work: Heather Weinreb (Music), 

Michael Pratte (Science) and Daria Sandra (Social Science: 
Psychology). 

A brief awards ceremony will be held on WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 
21, in the Learning Centre Reading Room, at UB. All Vanier 
students, staff and faculty are invited to attend. A small 
scholarship donation at the door ($2-$5) would be appreciated 
but is not required. Please come to show support for Taliesin and 
the other awardees, the scholarship, and the activity of creative 
writing among our students. 

It would be wonderful if, once classes begin, you could send a 
MIO message to your students with the above information, 
inviting them to attend. 

Congratulations to Taliesin and the other honourees! 

Dana Bath, English Department 
 

Imaginaries: Humanities Symposium Feb. 2-6, 2015  

 
The ‘imaginary’ is more than the world of dreams and fantasies. It 
also addresses how we imagine and re-imagine ourselves and 
others.  
 
This year, the Humanities Symposium will ask the following 
questions: What is the nature of these imaginaries? From what 
sources do they take shape, and how active or passive are we in 
their making?   
 
Speakers include CBC Radio Host Jonathan Goldstein (in 
conversation with Vanier’s own Burt Covit), award-winning 
author Heather O'Neill, and special guest Michael O'Brien. For the 
complete list of speakers and times, please see the programme at 
the end of Intercom. 
 

Stephanie Belmer, Humanities 

 

“In Her Name” Writing Contest 

 
To celebrate International Women’s Week this year, The Learning 
Centre, in conjunction with Women’s Studies, is once again 
holding the writing contest “In Her Name.”  
 
We are asking students to write about a woman they have found 
inspirational. Entries must be a maximum of 250 words, and can 
be any genre (a short story, song, personal narrative, poetry, 
etc.). Winners will be honoured during International Women’s 
Week. 
 
1

st
 place: $150 

2
nd

 place: $75 
3

rd
 place: $50 

Most Creative: $25 
 
The deadline is February 20

th
. Submissions may be in English or 

French. For more information, students can see Kim in The 
Learning Centre, B205-D.  
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Electronic submissions, please:  
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/tlc/in-her-name-contest-signup/  
 
It would be great if you could encourage students in your classes 
to participate.   
 

Kim Muncey, The Learning Centre 
 

Mathematics & Science Centre 

 
Happy 2015! We hope that the 
New Year has started off well for 
everyone. Now that we are back, 
here is some information 
outlining what we have coming up 
as well as some opportunities to 
get involved.  
 
What is the Math & Science Centre? 
 
The Centre is a large, interactive study space located on the top 
floor of the Vanier Library, F-540. There can be up to a hundred 
students in the Centre who use the space to group study, to work 
on one of the 21 computer stations or 10 laptops, to consult 
math and science textbooks, or to see tutors and teachers for 
help. 
 
Tutoring Service 
 
Please note that our tutoring service is starting as of the second 
week of classes. Students can receive drop-in and private tutoring 
starting January 26

th
. Drop-in tutoring operates Monday to 

Friday, 10am to 4pm with extended hours on certain evenings 
which will be announced at a later point.  
 
Teacher Volunteers 
 
The Centre benefits greatly from the active involvement of 
faculty. As such, we are looking for teachers who would like to 
volunteer up to 1.5 hours a week to help students in the Math & 
Science Centre. If you are interested, please e-mail us at 
msc@vaniercollege.qc.ca with your preferred weekly timeslot.  
 
Centre Hours 
 
Although our hours of operation are subject to change 
throughout the semester, we are normally open from 7:45am to 
7pm on Monday to Thursday, 7:45am to 4:30pm on Fridays, and 
9am to 3:30pm on Sundays. 
 
Classroom Visits 
 
As part of our awareness campaign, at a teacher’s invitation, we 
conduct short 5 minute classroom visits in order to inform 
students of the services and enrichment activities that we offer 
throughout the semester. If you would like us to visit your 
classroom, please e-mail us at msc@vaniercollege.qc.ca with your 
preferred timeslot and location. 
 

Puzzle of the Week 
 
Every week, a new math or science puzzle goes up on the bulletin 
board near the Centre’s entrance. Students who correctly solve a 
puzzle are entered into a draw where they have the chance of 
winning a prize at the end of the semester.  
 
Canadian Computing Competition & AMC12 Math Competition 
 
The Canadian Computing Competition and the American 
Mathematics Contest will be taking place at Vanier on February 
18

th
 (9am) and 25

th
 (12 noon) respectively. The deadlines to sign 

up for these are quickly approaching. Interested students can find 
out more and sign up online at: 
 http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/event-registration.php 
 
Do you have any questions? Please feel free to contact us at 
msc@vaniercollege.qc.ca with any inquiries. Furthermore, please 
encourage your students to visit us. 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Math & Science Centre 
 

High School Outreach Project  

 
We are currently recruiting students for our winter edition of the 
High School Outreach Project. This project consists of a series of 
videoconference sessions where Vanier students meet up online 
with students from high schools throughout Quebec! This means 
that all of us Vanier people are in one room and we are 
connected by video to 2-4 different high schools.  
 
There is a different topic every week and Vanier student mentors 
get the opportunity to share their thoughts on a range of topics 
ranging from academic skills to urban survival skills and the day in 
the life of a high school student. The atmosphere is fun and 
casual, and lunch is provided! 
 
The videoconferences take place at Vanier on Tuesdays starting 
January 20

th
. Some of our sessions are from 11:30 to 12:30 and 

others are from 12:30 to 1:30. Students can come to as many or 
as few as they want. Participation in 3 or more sessions gets them 
a letter of recognition that they can list on their CVs. They can 
also use this project to accumulate volunteer hours for the STAR 
program. 
 
We are particularly interested in finding Vanier students who are 
from rural communities and who can share their own experiences 
adapting to college life in the city. However, all interested 
students are welcome!   
 
We are asking faculty and staff who work with students to 
circulate this information.  
 
Please send names of interested students to Jacky Vallée on MIO, 
by email at valleej@vaniercollege.qc.ca or by phone at 514-744-
7500, x8323. 5 minute class visits can also be arranged! 
 

Jacky Vallée, Anthropology 
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Fundraising Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction to support 
the Vanier Malawi Nursing Exchange 

 
The Vanier Nursing Department would like to invite you to 
attend a fundraising Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction at Vanier 
on Friday January 30

th
, 6 to 9 pm, to support the Vanier Malawi 

Nursing Exchange. 
 
Tickets are only $20 and include 
dinner and dessert, coffee/tea. Wine 
will be available for purchase. We will 
have music and a slide presentation as 
well as a silent auction with some 
excellent items: three sets of 
Canadian's Hockey Tickets, prime 
seats, spa baskets, gift certificates and 
much more. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
International Education Office or by 
emailing:  hicksm@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
Why not join us, have fun and support our students heading off 
to Malawi in the spring for their final clinical nursing stage. 
 

 Melodie Hicks, Nursing 
 

RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS 

 
I would like to inform the students of the College’s policy and 
procedures regarding religious holy days. The only holidays 
formally recognized by Vanier’s Academic Calendar are those set 
by law or by the collective agreements and which impact on 
faculty, students and staff. These days are Labour Day, 
Thanksgiving, the Christmas break, Good Friday, Easter Monday 
and Victoria Day. On other religious holy days, the College 
functions normally and classes take place as usual. Students who 
are absent for religious reasons should not suffer a penalty 
related only to their absence; however, they are responsible for 
the material covered in the classes and labs which they miss, as 
they would for other absences.  
 

Students should notify their teachers in writing within the first 
week of classes of the particular date(s), time(s) and name(s) of 
the religious holy day(s) on which they will be absent, and discuss 
how they will make up for the absence. 
 

Danielle Lafaille, Academic Dean 

 

Teaching Tip : Five W’s for the First Class 

 
First impressions are key! Make sure 
to devote time in the first class to 
setting an atmosphere conducive to 
learning for your course. This can 
help make the class feel like a 
community and can help with 
classroom management issues down 
the road. Below are five “w” questions that can help to guide you. 
 
WHO are you? 

Ice breaker activities are a great way for students to introduce 
themselves to one another, and to you. Use them to help you to 
learn students’ names and to get a feel for the energy level of 
your group. Responding to a student’s raised hand with their 
name rather than “yes, you?” may help them to feel included in 
the classroom community. Remember to introduce yourself as 
well! Offer the students some background information into your 
education, teaching experiences, even hobbies and family. 
  
WHAT are your expectations? 

What do you expect of your students in your class? What does it 
mean to be engaged, organized, or prepared in your course or 
discipline? Some teachers encourage questions throughout a 
course while others prefer students to wait until prompted. The 
materials needed to be ready for a Chemistry lab differ from 
those needed for a Humanities class. Do you want your students 
to do the assigned readings before your lecture or after? Feel free 
to ask your students what they expect of you! Students may have 
unrealistic expectations (sadly, 30 essays can’t be marked 
overnight…) and this is an opportunity to see whether or not you 
and your students are on the same page. 
 
WHERE are we going to be at the end of the course? 

Reviewing your course outline with students is necessary with 
regard to contact information, your assessment grid, and 
important dates. Equally necessary is a discussion about the 
competencies and learning outcomes that will guide your 
semester (see Teaching Tip: Backwards Design in Competency-
Based Education). Explain to your students the skills and 
knowledge they will acquire by the end of the course, and be sure 
to continue to refer to your course outline throughout! (See 
Teaching Tip: Your Course Outline as a Tool for Student Success)  
 
WHY are you here? 

As a teacher, reflect on this question and share with your 
students the reasons why you teach. Do you love to impart 
knowledge in your discipline? Were you inspired by a memorable 
teacher during your education? Are you fueled by “aha!” 

Image courtesy of 
stockimages / 

Freedigitalphotos.net 

mailto:hicksm@vaniercollege.qc.ca
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/resources/teaching-resources/classroom-management/ice-breakers/
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/2012/12/teaching-tip-backwards-design-in-competency-based-education/
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/2012/12/teaching-tip-backwards-design-in-competency-based-education/
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/2014/09/teaching-tip-your-course-outline-as-a-tool-for-student-success/
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/view_photog.php?photogid=4096


moments in students’ learning? This question can also be asked, 
rhetorically or otherwise, to your students. Why are they at 
Vanier College? Why are they studying a particular discipline? 
Why did they choose this section over another? 
 
Finally, HOW was the first class? 

Offer your students the opportunity to give you feedback early. 
Did I speak too slowly or too quickly? Were the PowerPoint slides 
clear to you or was the font size large enough? Are there any 
questions about the course outline or the assessments? These 
questions can be answered as a wrap-up to your class either out 
loud, or as a written submission, perhaps in the form of a one-
minute paper. 
 
For more information regarding the first class of the year, please 
contact us at the PDO! 
 
For this and more Teaching Tips, please visit the PDO web page 

 
Tim Campbell-Comerford, Pedagogical Development Office 

 

Black History Month Virtual Classroom – Mentorship, 
Dream Jobs, and Giving Back to the Community 

 
Diversity and Dreaming Big  
Give your students an amazing opportunity to make their mark 
both in a diverse workplace and within their own communities. In 
the newest Virtual Classroom, highly accomplished Black 
professionals and community leaders—including Olympian and 
broadcast journalist Rosey Edeh and Toronto's Poet Laureate and 
Governor General's Award-winner Dr. George Elliott Clarke—will 
prepare participants to reach for their career goals with 
confidence, ambition and the support of outstanding mentors. 
They'll also advise students on giving back to their own 
communities, sharing inspiring stories from their own 
experiences with an exciting variety of not-for-profit groups.  
 
Taking place during Black History Month, this virtual classroom 
event is a joint initiative between Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada, the National Film Board of Canada and Toronto Heritage. 
It will celebrate the achievements of Black Canadians and help 
nurture respect for diversity. Students of all cultural backgrounds 
will be enriched by our virtual classroom: They'll learn about the 
barriers members of Canada's minority communities often face 
and about the outstanding contributions of Black Canadians to 
our society.  
 
Students can send questions in advance to shape this discussion 
with an Olympian, a leadership trainer in the financial sector, a 
lawyer and a family doctor—each passionately committed to 
diverse community initiatives for Black youth. The conversation 
will be moderated by Dr. George Elliott Clarke.  
 
Any teachers interested in having their classes participate in this 
virtual classroom, should contact Danielle Brown in Student 
Services C 203 – extension 7884. 
 

Dany Brown, Student Services 

Cafeteria Menu for this week and Winter Info lettre 

 
Check out the Infolettre for Winter 2015 from the Cafeteria and 
the menu for this week at the end of Intercom. 
 

Mireille Béland, Student Services 

 

STAR Program Information 

 
Have you heard of the STAR Program? The 
“Student Transcript Activity Record,” an 
initiative of Services for Students, is 
awarded to students who volunteer 60+ 
hours during the semester in one of the 
following categories:  
 

 Academics 

 Arts and Culture 

 Athletics 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Politics 

 Science 

 Social and Community Involvement   
 
In addition to the 60+ hours of unpaid work, to qualify one must 
be a full-time student in good academic standing and have a 
supervisor or mentor overseeing his/her work. 
 
Students who fulfill all the requirements receive a mention of 
their achievement on their transcript. They also gain valuable 
skills, which not only serve our students well as they continue on 
to university and the workforce, but also help empower them to 
become more well-rounded citizens.   
 
Over the last year we have seen a great increase in participation 
in the program and hope the program will continue to grow over 
the coming year.   
 
In order to reach more students, the STAR team would like to 
make brief, 5-minute presentations to classes.  To invite someone 
from the STAR team to your class, please contact us at 
starprogram@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 
If you know of students doing volunteer work, please encourage 
them to consult the STAR website: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/star-program/. The application 
form can be found on the site and filled out electronically. 
 
Should you or any student have questions about the S.T.A.R. 
program, please look over the S.T.A.R. Program FAQ that may 
help answer your questions.  
 
You can also e-mail any questions to: 
starprogram@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Didier Brûlé-Champagne, Math & Science Centre 
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Field Trip to Collège Gérald Godin 

 
On January 9th three students from the Vanier Water Quality 
Research Group, Ghassan Maraouch, Eric Zimmermann and 
Frederic Abou Azar, visited Collège Gérald-Godin accompanied by 
Vanier Physics teacher Gabriel Bulgarea. They toured the 
college’s science facilities then took part in demonstrations on 
water quality testing led by Professor Vania Atudorei from the 
Department of Pharmaceutical Technologies and Daniel Urizar, 
the lab technician. Our students learned analysis techniques and 
became familiar with advanced instrumentation used for physico-
chemistry tests (Turbidity, Conductivity, pH, Iron, Led, Ammonia, 
Carbon Dioxide, Dissolved Oxygen etc.) and for bio-analysis 
(coliform and E. coli bacteria).  
 
The students also learned how to use new Vanier equipment for 
water testing acquired recently by VSRC so that they will be able 
to perform future tests at Vanier independently and without 
supervision. Their plan is to test the quality of tap water on each 
floor in the old and new buildings. So far they have good news: 
the bacteria testing done last week at Gérald Godin on water 
from the 4

th
 and 5

th
 floors in the Vanier old building show total 

bacterial count < 1 / mL and total coliforms < 1/mL which is in the 
standard of Health Canada. 
 
The organizers, Vania Atudorei and Daniel Urizar, appreciated our 
students, their high level of active participation, their interest in 
science and research, and their ability to sustain scientific and 
technical conversations in both English and French. 
 
Comments from Vanier students 
 
“The visit to Gérald Godin College was a unique experience 
allowing us, the students partaking in a research study to explore 
useful methods of testing and techniques never seen before. The 
experience broadened my understanding of these methods by 
providing necessary aid facilitating the success of our team's 
study.” Eric Zimmermann, Science. 
 
“The cégep and the staff were very welcoming and helpful. It was 
also very interesting to see the different items in the museum of 
the pharmaceutical department.” Frederic Abou Azar, Science. 
 
“I found that the visit was very informative and they welcomed us 
very warmly. It also put me a bit at ease since the procedures 
seemed a bit intimidating, but they are rather simple once 
actually done at least once. Furthermore, we learned a lot of 

interesting things even if they were a bit unrelated to the project, 
but still very handy!” Ghassan Maraouch, Science. 
 
This group of students will participate in the Vanier Science and 
Technology Fair organized by the MSC in March 2015. 
 
The photo shows Professor Vania and Technician Daniel giving a 
demonstration to our students. 
 

Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics 

 

Success in China for Vanier 

 
On January 5

th
 Edward Awad (Biology) and Jason Duheme 

(Industrial Electronics) flew to China to join Shirley Zhu (Modern 
Languages) in Guanzhou, Guangdong Province in South China. 
The goal of their project was to provide two two-day training 
sessions to Guanzhou Panyu Polytechnic College and Zhongshan 
College.  
 
Jason’s presentations focused on the Quebec educational system 
and competency-based instruction while Edward presented 
active learning. Shirley provided invaluable translation services as 
well as liaison with the Chinese hosts.  
 
Shirley reported on the overwhelming success of their training 
sessions with applause interrupting the sessions and even 
Chinese colleagues arriving after a five-hour bus trip just to be 
able to participate.  
 
The invitation to Vanier to implement this training program came 
from Guanzhou Panyu Polytechnic after their two-week visit to 
Montreal in September.  
 
They so appreciated their warm welcome by Vanier at this time 
that they wanted to extend the Vanier portion of the training in 
China. Plane tickets and visas as well as accommodations and 
Chinese banquets were provided by the hosts.  
 
Watch this space for reports from Jason, Edward, and Shirley 
about their amazing experiences.  
 

Judy Macdonald, International Education 
 
 
 



Karen Tee’s Semester Calendar Winter 2015 

 
Here is a link to a useful calendar that allows you to view the 
entire semester in a one-page document.  
 
It is helpful for you (and your students) to be able to see 
important dates and deadlines in order to plan ahead and avoid 
procrastinating.  
 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/resources/teaching-
resources/college-skills/time-management/  
 

Wilma Brown, Pedagogical Development 
 

Human Resources: New hirings and new appointments 

 
The Human Resources Department is pleased to announce the 
following individual are joining the Vanier Community or moving 
through its ranks. Please join us in wishing them success in their 
new role! 
 
NEW TEACHERS 
 
Barry Muise (OST) 
Tania Lefebvre (AHT) 
Marie-Eve Turcotte (AHT) 
Alexandre Bouchard (Physics) 
Elizabeth Brown (Economics) 
Rahid Khan (Economics) 
Neerusha Baurhoo (Biology) 
Hermine Janjanian (Biology) 
 
NEW PROFESSIONAL 
 
Mai-Anh Nguyen (Student life Counselor) 
 
RECENT APPOINTMENTS TO NEW POSITIONS 
 
Carmen Fiorino – HR Implementation Agent 
Kalenna Smith-Bowen – Employee File Support Agent 
Robert Baker – Outdoor Education Storekeeeper 
Maria Weekes – Language School Administration Officer 
 

 Fabiola Jeannot, Human Resources 

 

AVCP (Association of Vanier College Professionals) 

 
In order to be able to reach the AVCP executive team more easily, 
even when executives change in the future, we would like to 
inform you that you may now communicate with us by emailing 
to avcp@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 

Zsofia Orszagh, Vanier Communications on behalf of the  
Association of Vanier College Professionals Executive Team 

 

International College Research Scholarships and Grants 

 
On January 20, 2015, between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., the Association 
pour la recherche au collégial (ARC) will be hosting a webinar for 
college researchers entitled Des mesures de soutien de la 
recherche collégiale à l’échelle internationale [Support measures 
for international college research].  
 
Thanks largely to international scholarships offered by Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Development Canada, or to grants 
administered by the Direction des affaires internationales of the 
Fédération des cégeps, college researchers can benefit from 
assistance in conducting research abroad. They can also take 
advantage of support offered by the Direction générale de 
l’enseignement collégial of the ministère de l’Enseignement 
supérieur, de la Recherche et de la Science to disseminate the 
results of their work within the international scientific 
community.  
 
What do these scholarships or grants comprise? What are the 
objectives of the programs under which they can be obtained? 
What research activities are eligible for grants under these 
programs, and what requirements do they need to satisfy? What 
organizations can participate? These are some of the topics that 
will appear on the agenda for the information session that ARC 
plans to hold for CEGEPs, private colleges, government schools, 
and research and transfer groups, including college centres for 
technology transfer.  
 
To make the information session accessible to as many people as 
possible, it will be offered online. In addition, it will be possible to 
hold discussions with resource persons in either French or 
English.  
 
Those who are unable to participate in the online session on 
January 20, 2015, can access it offline for up to six months after it 
is held.  
 
For more information or to register for the activity, please call 
514 843-8491, or write to arc@cvm.qc.ca.  
 
A registration fee will apply.  
 

Nora Boyadjian, Institutional & Pedagogical Development,  
Library & Research Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/resources/teaching-resources/college-skills/time-management/
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo/resources/teaching-resources/college-skills/time-management/
mailto:avcp@vaniercollege.qc.ca
mailto:arc@cvm.qc.ca


10:00 – 11:30 DAVID KOLOSZYC (Vanier College)
Imaginary Lives: On the Passion for Ignorance and the Benefits of Self-Misunder-
standing
In the Manifesto of Surrealism of 1924, author André Breton issues a warning about the 
imminent death of the imagination and calls for an artistic revolt against modern culture’s 
growing obsession with logical thinking and practical concerns. Four decades later, Guy 
Debord, social critic and leader of another revolutionary group, The Situationist Inter-
national, declares the arrival of a new age dominated by mass media and leading to the 
replacement of real human relations with imaginary ones. The aim of this presentation is 
to consider these two seemingly disparate perspectives with the help of Jacques Lacan, 
an influential psychoanalyst whose concept of ‘the imaginary’ figures at the very heart of 
all human projects – and projections.

12:30 – 2:00 SPECIAL HUMANITIES LECTURE: MICHAEL O’BRIEN 
Imaginary Gardens and Real Toads
“Logic will get you from A to B.  Imagination will take you everywhere” (Albert Einstein). 
The imagination is most often viewed positively, whereas the imaginary is frequently as-
sociated with the unreal and the fictitious, even with madness.  Both the imaginative and 
the imaginary seem to be connected, in turn, with painting, literature, and religion. Using 
literature and psychoanalysis, this talk will examine some of the implications, both positive 
and negative, of these terms and their relevance to our lives.

FRIDAY, February 6th

8:30 – 10:00 AVERY PLAW (UMass Dartmouth, Political Science)
Drone Strikes as Self-Defense?
Preemptive use of force by the United States over the last decade, most notably the ongo-
ing use of armed drones operating far from conventional battlefields, is having a signifi-
cant impact on the international legal regime and particularly the Jus ad Bellum.  Yet this 
impact need not, as many commentators and scholars have worried, be all bad.  Indeed, 
Plaw argues that it may have some unintended positive effects on the law of self-defense 
and particularly on the interpretation of Article 51 of the UN Charter.  This paper begins 
by briefly reviewing the famously contentious debates over the meaning of self-defense 
under Article 51 in the era before 2001, and then sketches an interpretation of how US 
uses of force, and increasingly those of other states like Israel, Turkey, Russia and Colom-
bia, are re-shaping those debates and creating a new practice permitting limited, episodic 
exercises of force in response to cross-border attacks by non-state actors.   This practice 
has the potential to resolve some inconclusive and sterile debates over the meaning of 
Article 51 and might permit states the necessary flexibility to confront immediate terrorist 
threats while avoiding the slippery slope to full-scale preventive war.  

10:00 – 11:30 JULIE NAGAM (OCAD University, Indigenous Visual Culture)
A Snapshot of Canadian Indigenous Artists Creating Alternative Cartographies 
within the Urban Landscape
This talk focuses on the concealed geographies of Indigenous histories in the city of 
Toronto through selected artworks that, in visually demonstrating an alternative cartogra-
phy, challenge myths of settlement situated in the colonial narratives of archaeology and 
geography. Nagam demonstrates that the artworks of Indigenous artists such as Rebecca 
Belmore, Robert Houle and Jeff Thomas narrate Indigenous stories of place by using the 
memories and wisdom of Indigenous people in the areas of art, archaeology and geogra-
phy. Using her own scholarly interventions and artistic work, this talk expands on Nagam’s 
past and current research into concepts of Native space, the significance of the embodied 
knowledge of Indigenous people, and the importance of reading the land as a valuable 
archive of memory and history.

With thanks to the Faculty of Science and General Studies for its generous support.



The 2015 VANIER COLLEGE HUMANITIES SYMPOSIUM
February 2nd – February 6th      
IMAGINARIES
This year’s Humanities Symposium will offer a space to reflect on the theme of Imaginar-
ies.  The ‘imaginary’ addresses the ways in which individuals come to imagine themselves, 
their relations with other people, and their communities. Similar to a worldview, an imagi-
nary develops out of the interaction between an individual and a society’s particular way 
of seeing. In recent years, many have argued that imaginaries have important implica-
tions for how each of us self-identifies, acts toward others and navigates our social space. 

What is the nature of these imaginaries? From what sources do they take shape? How 
active or passive are we in their making? To reflect on this theme is also to reflect on 
whether and how we may re-imagine our world, ourselves, as well as our place within it.
Open to the public, with a special invitation to the Vanier community of students, teach-
ers and staff.  All events will take place in the auditorium (A-103).

MONDAY, February 2nd

10:00 – 11:30 VERONIQUE FRASER (University of Toronto, Bioethics)
The Case of Michael S: Medical Decision-Making and the Ethical Imagination
Making medical decisions on behalf of patients who do not have the ability to provide 
consent to treatment is one of the most common ethical issues encountered in health 
care today. When a patient’s prior wishes for treatment are unknown, a decision maker 
must make a decision based on medical “best interest” and what they think the patient 
would have wanted if he or she were still able to make a choice. This process raises several 
notable questions: Can we predict with any accuracy which medical interventions a loved 
one would want? How should we deal with our own biases, values and preferences when 
making a decision on behalf of someone else? This talk will address some of the key ques-
tions and tensions that arise in substitute decision-making and explore how the concept 
of the ethical imagination might help inform this discussion.

2:30 – 4:00 KEYNOTE EVENT: JONATHAN GOLDSTEIN (CBC Host of WireTap)  
An Evening in the Afternoon with Jonathan Goldstein (in conversation w/ Vanier 
College’s Burt Covit)
CBC Radio host, National Post columnist, author, This American Life frequent contributor, 
gadfly and Vanier College alumnus Jonathan Goldstein will be on stage in conversation 
with his early mentor, photographer, boulevardier, gadfly and Vanier College employee 
Burt Covit. Clips from Goldstein and Covit’s radio collaborations will be played and the cre-
ative process will be discussed. Discussed, too, will be Vanier College of the eighties, a time 
when students and teachers alike smoked in the building and wrote in paper notebooks. 
As well, there will be a slideshow. It will involve drawings on Post-it notes. There will also be 
sponge cake. If you bring sponge cake.

TUESDAY, February 3rd

8:30 – 10:00 ALANNA THAIN (McGill University, English & Program for World 
Cinema)  
Cinema out of the Box: Collective Experiments with Mobile Movies in Montreal
Cinema Out of the Box is a research-creation project founded by Alanna Thain, in col-
laboration with her students at McGill, to develop practical tools for a mobile cinema. 
Today, our media is defined by mobility—devices that can go anywhere for bodies that 
are always on the move. For some, this means that a “cinematic specificity,” associated 
with the experience of going to a movie theatre (sometimes called the “cathedral of cin-
ema”) has been lost.  But on the contrary, the new mobility of cinema means that we can 

have “cinematic experiences” in new and unexpected ways.  COTB is a completely bicycle 
powered cinema that relies on audience participation to run, and which can be set up in 
almost any environment. What remains of cinema when we take it on the road, and what 
happens to our experiences when we have new contexts, environments, and publics for 
cinema events?

10:00 – 11:30 HEATHER O’NEILL (Author of The Girl Who Was Saturday Night)
The Artist Before Twelve
Author Heather O’Neill will examine the way in which the influences of an artist’s childhood 
affect their work for the rest of their lives. She will show how an artist’s inspirations may 
range from a toy in a cereal box to a paperback book of philosophy, and how these inspira-
tions are then synthesized into a coherent and idiosyncratic portrait of their life. She will 
reflect on her own personal influences and inspirations from childhood, as well as the way 
they have shaped her literary work, in order to illustrate this phenomenon.

WEDNESDAY, February 4th

10:30 – 12:00  DAVID MEREN (Université de Montréal, History)
Yaks to Ungava: Canadian Imaginings of ‘Development’ from the Global South to the 
Arctic, 1945-1960

This talk engages with the entangled histories of Canadian foreign aid and relations be-
tween Aboriginal peoples and Canada.  Specifically, it traces a proposal in the early 1950s 
to use the Colombo Plan – the Commonwealth technical assistance program in which 
Canada was a participant – to transfer yaks from India for use in the “development” of the 
Inuit population in northern Quebec. While the transfer was ultimately never realized, the 
episode reveals how questions of race and empire, along with preoccupations to facilitate 
“modernization” according to a liberal capitalist worldview, informed the imaginary un-
derpinning the Canadian state’s engagement with Aboriginal populations and the Global 
South. As such, this talk seeks to understand how the history of encounters between na-
tives and newcomers informed Canadian attitudes regarding foreign aid, and vice versa.  

3:30 – 5:00  MAGGIE KATHWAROON (Vanier College)
The Expendable Male: Masculinity for the 99%
Despite the progress made in redefining what it is to “be a man” in the 21st century, 
certain traditional gender notions linger that may contribute to some men accepting that 
their lives are secondary to other interests. An example of this is the professional athlete. 
There is mounting evidence that accepted styles of play in both American football and 
hockey, for example, contribute to brain damage, early death, depression, mood swings, 
and suicide. However, leagues, fans and the players themselves fail to consider that what 
is asked of professional athletes is to slowly sacrifice their lives for the sake of spectacle 
and profit. Given that professional male athletes serve as a powerful model for contempo-
rary masculinity and are often lauded as examples for young boys and adult men, to what 
extent is their expendability a part of the contemporary masculine imaginary? 

THURSDAY, February 5th 

8:30 – 10:00 BRIAN ABOUD (Vanier College)
Risk Imaginaries and Imaginary Risks: Danger and Uncertainty in the Tempo of our 
Time
We, individuals of the contemporary West, are conscious of, focused on and concerned 
with threats, dangers and mishaps in ways and in degrees that are unprecedented.  This 
attention, in thought and action, to potential future harms and losses flows from, while 
also giving form to, a particular way of imagining the world, the specific social setting of 
which we are part and our condition in it. At the heart of this particular imaginary is the 
notion of risk.  This presentation will argue that, in the current time, risk has become a 
central and pivotal component of collective, personal and organizational imaginaries.



January 30, 2015
6:00 PM. D-Cafeteria

Some of our BIG Ticket items up 
for auction:

Tickets: $20
B-228,

HABS Tickets
Gift Cards
Touch-Screen PC



PRINTING SERVICES 

BEST PRICES
WE BEAT THE FLEET

(better prices than 
self-service copiers)

5½ ¢ vs 7¢
Break even point: 
43 clicks @ 7¢ 

48 HOUR 
SERVICE

WE’RE 
GREEN 

  
       WE DO ALL FORMS OF PRINTED MATERIAL  
Static cling posters, laminated signs and banners, books, stickers, 
poster boards, saddle-stitched booklets, tickets, and course notes, 
class manuals (non copyrighted material), course packs (copyrighted 
material) for sale via the Bookstore.

       CUSTOM GRAPHICS
Posters, flyers, brochures, tickets, rubber stamps, postcards, greeting 
cards, stationery, forms, signs, class manuals and notes (no copyright 
material), programs, name tags and more.

HIGH QUALITY PRINTING & PRINTED PRODUCTS

$

      COSTS 

PRINTING IN BLACK AND WHITE 

* Ask about options to enhance your printed products: covers, chapter starts, padding, punching and page numbering. 

100% SATISFACTIONGUARANTEED

1-699 / PER ORIGINALPAPER TYPE 

White Paper / Letter size  

White Paper / Legal size  

Coloured Paper   

7 cents a copy  

Add 1 cent a page to the above  Add 1 cent a page to the above  

5.5 cents a copy  4 cents a copy  

5.5 cents a copy  

ALL COMMUNITY (700+)

   
   

GUARANTEED 
      GUARANTEED 

* MINIMUM CHARGE $3.00 



PRINTING IN FULL COLOUR

* Ask about other finishing options such as lamination, and board mounts.

* Ask about large volume discounts. 

ONE COPY   PAPER TYPE 
GLOSSY OR BRIGHT WHITE

        Poster size (11 x 17)  

        Letter size (8.5 x 11)  

    $1.00   

     $1.00    $10.00

  $20.00

LOTS OF 25 COPIES

   
   

GUARANTEED 
      GUARANTEED 

48 hour delivery from the time we receive camera ready copy. Prices vary according to colour
and finishing choices.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US AT: 

514.744.7500  local 7950
printing@vaniercollege.qc.ca

or come speak with Mike Demole in B-121

DEPARTMENTAL BUSINESS ENVELOPES 

FLYERS AND FOLDED BROCHURES

Printing services accepts personal print jobs from faculty, staff, and students. Personal Sub-
missions must be paid for by cash or cheque and are subject to sales tax. 

PERSONAL SUBMISSIONS

VANIER BUSINESS CARDS

500 ENVELOPES ENVELOPE SIZE

         #10      $50.00    $10.00

100 ENVELOPES    
   

GUARANTEED 
      GUARANTEED 

   
   

GUARANTEED 
      GUARANTEED 

CARDS    50

   $25.00    $41.50    $55.00    $65.00

  100    250   500

PRICE

* EDIT YOUR SCANNED PDF’S AND WORD DOCUMENTS AT OUR COUNTER COMPUTER WITH ADOBE PRO 
* EMAIL YOUR PRINTING REQUESTS TO PRINTING@VANIERCOLLEGE.QC.CA



 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A new menu to look forward to… 

 
 
 
 

 

Your food service newsletter 

 

Reuben or Rachel ? 

New year, new sandwiches… offered for a limited time!  
Enjoy them with a good soup, or kettle-cooked chips.  
We would love  your opinion!  
 

Bring your 
personal mug 
and… 
your coffee will be 
$1 plus taxes, from 
January 19 to 30 
2015. A wonderful 
occasion to savor 
our coffee, AND get 
into  the habit of 
bringing your mug, 
therefore reducing 
waste!  
 

 

La nouvelle année 2015 s’amorce et nous vous souhaitons une très belle année! 

Hope to see you soon! 

In October, your food 

service team set up a small 

market offering local, 

seasonal products. We are 

thrilled to announce that 

two Cegeps (Granby and 

Trois-Rivières) won the  

Little Market Award of 

Excellence, awarded by the 

Compass Group Marketing 

department. Two 

organizations within each 

establishment will share the 

$500 prize. 

 



 

 
  

 

      
 

SOUPEMPORIUM 
 

 
Cream of Broccoli 

 
Minestrone Soup 

 
Creamy Roasted 

Garlic Soup 

 
Indian Soup 

 
Cream of Chicken 

Soup 

CULINARY 
TABLE 

(VEGETARIAN) 

 
Chickpeas, broccoli 

and cheese Meatloaf 
 
 

 
Vegetarian Stir-Fry 

Chicken 

 
Tofu Wrap Moo Shu 

 
Grilled vegetables and 

pesto Quiche au 
gratin 

 
Quinoa Balls and 

mushrooms Forestier 

CULINARY 
TABLE 

(CHEF’S 
CHOICE) 

 
Shepperd’s Pie 

 
Haddock au gratin 

 
Shredded Beef 

Macaroni 

 
Pork Souvlaki 

 
Pepper Steak 

STIR FRY 
STATION 

 
BUILD YOUR PLATE! 

Your choice of sauteed fresh vegetables, choice of one protein (chicken, beef, shrimp, tofu, pollock …), 
choice of sauce (thaï, teriyaki, orange ginger, sweet and sour …), 

served on rice noodles or steamed rice 
 

As a variation, you can ask that this offer be served as a warm salad. 
 

BAJA FLATS 

 
Pizzan 

 
General Tao Chicken 

 

 
Special  

Setting the table 

 
Smoked meat 

Sandwich 

 
Mega Burger with 

your choice of 
toppings 

 
 

 
Menus are subject to modifications due to availability and seasonal products. 

 

 

Vanier  College 

Week 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

MENU WINTER 2015 
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