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MIDTERM ASSESSMENT – DAY DIVISION 

 
In order to give students an indication of their academic standing, 
the Midterm Assessment Module will be available on OMNIVOX 
starting on Saturday, October 11. The deadline for submission of 
student ratings is at midnight on Tuesday, October 21.  
 
Instructions for online submission of Midterm Assessments will 
be distributed to all teachers on Friday, October 10. If you have 
any questions regarding Midterm Assessments, please call Popie 
Marinakis at 7108. 

Thomas Ingerman, Registrar 
 
 

From the Library 

 
REMINDERS 
To order new material for the Library, please fill out the available 
form (there is room for ten titles): 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/vc-library/faculty/collections-
form.php  
 

To reserve a film 
 (http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/litc/libreserv_request.html), or 
to schedule Library Classroom E501 
 (http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/vc-library/faculty/session-
request.php), please fill out the forms at least two weeks in 
advance. 
 
The forms are available on the Library’s Web page under Faculty.  
Requests that come to us through normal email may get lost 
among the hundreds of other emails we receive. 
 
FILMS 
*If you show a feature film in your classroom that is not available 
through Criterion on Demand, you must report the title and the 
date to Jean Gibson (gibsonj@vaniercollege.qc.ca).  Any title you 
wish to show may be added to Criterion, if they have the right to 

do so. Contact us. We will then contact Criterion and ask them to 
digitize the film for Criterion on Demand.   
 
Please never give out the username and password to a student, 
friend or family member. The films are for educational use only. 
 
All documentary films must be purchased through the Library. 
You cannot show a complete documentary, video clip, or feature 
film through YouTube that was not placed there by the original 
copyright owner. Please note: Some documentaries available 
through the Internet such as by PBS are not permitted in Canada, 
so please be cautious.   
 
COURSE PACKS 
The College pays Copibec $11.00 per student to make course 
packs available to students.  All print material used in classrooms 
(that is not in a course pack or textbook) must be reported to the 
Bookstore. This assures that the creator of the work 
(artist/scholar) will receive payment. If you want to use any 
material by publishers on the Copibec Exclusions List, you must 
obtain permission before it can be used in a classroom. Please 
discourage students from copying other students’ course packs 
because it violates our agreement with Copibec. This also the 
reason the library cannot offer course packs on reserve. 
 
AN INVITATION 
We would like to invite every department to select ten books 
related to their expertise to add to the Library’s collection. Please 
send your lists to Nina Arabian (arabiann@vaniercollege.qc.ca), 
or fill out the form (see above). 
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR AN EMBEDDED LIBRARIAN TRIAL 
We are in search of one or two teachers who would like to work 
with us during their courses next winter. The embedded librarian 
concept includes three to five thirty-minute “visits” during the 
entire semester (total time: one and a half to two and a half 
hours).   
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The objective of this trial is to demonstrate how information 
literacy could be integrated into a course. After one semester 
with a librarian, a teacher would be able to do these exercises on 
their own.  There are five short “assignments” to go with this trial 
and could be included in your grading.  We hope someone would 
like to give it a try. Please contact Susan Bissonnette 
(bissonns@vaniercollege.qc.ca) if you are interested. 

 
Susan Bissonnette, Library Services 

 

French Ciné-Club 

 
Would like to improve your French 
in a fun and painless way? Every 
Thursday at lunch time, Vanier is 
organizing a French Ciné-Club! We’ll 
watch French movies from Quebec, 
France and other French-speaking 
countries in the world!  
 
Our first movie is “Bon Cop Bad 
Cop”, a Quebec bilingual action movie, with two well-known 
comedians Patrick Huard and Coelm Feore.  
 
The story is about two police officers, one from Quebec and the 
other from Ontario. They have to join forces to solve a murder.  
 
It’s a comedy, it has a little violence, some coarse language and 
all the francophone-anglophone stereotypes in the book. It’s a 
little outrageous, and a lot of fun!  
 
So don’t miss the Ciné-Club first meetup: “Bon Cop Bad Cop” will 
be shown in two parts, on October 9 and 16, in room A 315, from 
12:00 to 1:00, both times. We’ll put French subtitles to help your 
understanding. Don’t forget to bring your lunch. 
 
For more information, please contact Isabelle Rivest, French 
Department, extension 7853. 
 

Isabelle Rivest, French Department 
 

Vanier Business French Workshop 

 
Would you like to feel more confident when you write 
professional emails, memos and letters in French? Do you need 
to improve your French speaking skills for your daily professional 
tasks? 
 
If so, come and join a workshop offered by the college, on 
Tuesdays, from 10:30 to 12:00 starting on October 14, in room E 
512.  
 
These workshops will help you communicate in real-world 
situation and go through a grammatical revision, all in a friendly 
atmosphere! 
 
Come and meet with us on Tuesday October 14 for our first 
meeting. Tell us what aspect you want to improve. We will 

evaluate your French level and offer you a workshop that is 
designed for your needs.  
 
For more information, please contact Isabelle Rivest French 
teacher, Vanier college Office K 307; extension #7853. 
 

Isabelle Rivest, French Department 
 

Study Abroad in France 

 
We are organizing a trip to France for Vanier 
students in June, 2015. We will spend four 
days in Paris before heading to the French 
Riviera for a week. Once in Nice, students will 
study French a few hours every morning and 
take day trips to cities like Cannes, Monaco, 
Antibes, etc. The estimated cost for everything 
(plane ticket, food, etc.): $3,000. 
 
This trip is open to all Vanier students who 
want to improve their language skills in a fun and relaxing 
environment. Please tell your students about this opportunity to 
travel and study. 
 
If you want to find out more about this trip, come to our 
information session, on Wednesday, October 8, during UB 
(12:30) in room C 418.  
 

Isabelle Rivest, French Department 
 

Would you like to participate in our  
Annual Holiday Craft Fair 

 

Vanier’s Annual Holiday Craft Fair is 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 
3

rd
, 2014 in the Student Mall from 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m.  
 
Here is your chance to show the Vanier 
community your handiwork. The 
participant MUST be a member 
(faculty, staff or student - not a family 

member or friend) of the Vanier community.  
 
All items to be sold MUST BE HANDMADE by the participant. 
 
Each participant will pay $15 as a donation to the Vanier College 
Foundation to help a needy Vanier student. 
 

If you are interested in participating in this year’s event, please 
reserve your table with Nora Soukiassian by November 21

st
, 2014. 

 
For any further information, please contact Nora at 514-744-7500 
ext. 7572 or in person at her office, room A-286.  
 

Nora Soukiassian,  
Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts and Letters 
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Call for Applications: 
Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship 

 
Please encourage students who like to write fiction, poetry, 
personal essays or other creative work, and who have good 
grades in English, to apply for the Meg Sircom Memorial 
Scholarship. Meg Sircom was an English teacher at our college 
from 2001-2011.  She was a fiction writer, and valued both 
academic and creative writing. 
Scholarship amount: $500 
 
Requirements: 

 The student has received final grades of 80%+ in at least two 
English classes (101, 102, 103, HS) 

 The student will submit a portfolio of 5-15 pages of creative 
literary work (poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, graphic 
storytelling, or other) 

  
To apply, students should contact 

 their English teachers, or  

 Dana Bath (A513, 514-744-7500 x 7814, or through MIO) 
 
Deadline for applications: November 10, 2014 
 

Dana Bath, English Department 
 

Mathematics & Science Centre 

 
Here is what we have coming up for students at the Math & 
Science Centre: 
 
Vanier Celebrates Women in Science 

 
 
Last year, professor Stephanie Felkai launched an initiative with 
the goal of celebrating Women in Science. This initiative 
welcomed successful researchers and professors from Montreal 
universities who shared with students their interests, successes in 
their field, and in some cases, the challenges of balancing their 
professional and personal lives. Thanks to the success of the 
event last year, we will be celebrating women in science here at 
Vanier once again on Wednesday October 15

th
. 

 
12:30-14:30 in F-540 (MSC) 
Viewing of the film Jane's Journey - a biography of Jane Goodall 
 
12:30-14:00 in A-573 
Informal Panel discussion with Aimee Ryan, Genevieve Metson, 
Karen Tennenhouse and Sylvie Tardif on experiences of 
dedication to a life of science. 
 
14:00-15:30 in A-101 (Auditorium)  

Talk by Dr. Aimee Ryan (Departments of Pediatrics and Human 
Genetics at McGill) on Molecular Mechanisms Underlying 
Normal Embryonic Development 

15:30-17:00 in A-101 (Auditorium)  
Talk by Dr. Vicky Kaspi (Department of Physics at McGill, Canada 
Research Chair and Lorne Trottier Chair) on The Cosmic Gift of 
Neutron Stars 
 
These are some great talks that both students and faculty 
members will certainly find interesting. If you would like to bring 
your class to any of the listed talks, please send an email to 
Stephanie Felkai (felkais@vaniercollege.qc.ca). 
 
Concordia University Downtown Campus Visit 
On Friday, October 24

th
, we will be visiting Concordia University’s 

downtown campus. Students will have a chance to explore the 
Engineering building via a guided tour, experience a university 
lecture, and join others students for an undergraduate research 
event where Concordia students will be presenting their projects 
in the fields of social sciences, human sciences, and natural 
sciences. All science students are welcomed to sign up and 
attend. A bus will depart Vanier College from the Sports Complex 
at 10:15am and will transport students back to Vanier at the end 
of the day.  
 
Math & Science Review Sessions during UB 
Here are some upcoming reviews within the next few weeks: 
 
Wednesday, October 8th: Calculus 2 (D-508) by Mike Besner 
Wednesday, October 8th: Electricity & Magnetism (D-506) by 
Brandon Ramakko 
Wednesday, October 15th: Mechanics & Waves (D-506) by Rhys 
Adams 
Wednesday, October 22nd: NYA/NYB Chemistry (D-505) by 
Mauro Di Renzo 
 
A complete list of reviews is available here:  
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/events-
calendar/events/department.php?id=9. Reviews are open to all 
students and are free of any costs.  
 
Engineering Panel 
We will be holding our usual fall semester Engineering Panel on 
Wednesday, October 8th during UB (12:30pm) in D-210. Our 
panelists will include engineers from various fields who will be 
present to share their experiences. Students are encouraged to 
come prepared to ask questions.  
 
Students interested in taking part in upcoming UB reviews, the 
engineering panel, or the Concordia University visit must sign up 
online at:  
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/event-registration.php 
Thank you for passing on the information to your students.  
 

Haritos Kavallos, Mathematics & Science Centre 
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Universities visiting Vanier College 

 
Representatives from the following universities will be at Vanier 
College answering any questions you may have regarding 
university programs, prerequisites, entrance requirements, R 
score and application procedures. The representatives will be 
here during Universal Break (UB) with the exception of the 
Atlantic Universities.   
 

Please share this information with your students. 

 Ontario Universities on October 8 from 12:30-2:30 pm in the 
Student Mall 

 
 

 University of British Columbia on October 8 from 12:30-2:30 
pm. Student Mall 

 

 Concordia University on October 22 from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm. Carrefour 

 

 McGill University on October 29 from 11:00 am to 2:.00 pm. 
Student Mall 

 

 Atlantic Universities on Monday, November 3
rd

 from 9:00 to 
11:00 pm. Student Mall 

 

 University of Victoria (B.C.) on November 19 from 10:00 to 
2:00 pm. Metro Area 

 

 Bishop’s University on November 19 from 11:00-2:00 pm. 
Metro Area 

 

 French Universities (Tournée) will be here on Thursday, 
February 5, 2015. Student Mall 

 

For more information go to: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/advising/universities-visiting-
vanier/ 
 

Marc Passucci, Academic Advising 

 

Recruiting Vanier students for the  
Vanier High School Outreach project 

 
Our spring pilot run was successful! We held 7 videoconference 
sessions with 6 rural high schools with the goal of helping them 
prepare for college life and urban living. We received much 
positive feedback and the high schools want more! So we are 
currently looking for Vanier students who are interested in 
mentoring secondary 4 and 5 students in rural areas. 
Correspondence would take place during videoconferencing 
sessions and on Facebook. We are particularly interested in 
finding Vanier students who are from rural communities and who 
can share their own experiences adapting to college life in the 
city. However, all interested students are welcome!  Please note 
that this project is eligible for STAR program credits!  
 
We are asking faculty and staff who work with students to 
circulate this information. Please send names of interested 
students to Jacky Vallée on MIO, by email at 
valleej@vaniercollege.qc.ca or by phone at 514-744-7500, x8323. 
5 minute class visits can also be arranged! 
 

Jacky Vallée, Anthropology Department 

Two Bands for the Price of One! 

 
One of our most auspicious events of the Fall semester is 
happening this week.  
 
No, it’s not a trip to go apple picking on the North Shore; it’s even 
better. Both the Vanier College Big Band directed by Jocelyn 
Couture, and the Vanier College Concert Band directed by 
Christopher Smith will be playing a free recital this Wednesday, 
October 8 in the Auditorium during Universal Break.  
 
If you don't mind me trumpeting about these large ensembles, I 
will tell you that this will be a most excellent show! And I am 
fairly certain you can afford the price of admission—it’s free!  
 
Hope to see you there. 
 

Glen Ethier, Music Department 

 

Teaching Tip: The 10-20-30 Teaching Lecture Rule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although active learning strategies and flipping your class are 
great approaches to help get your students actively involved in 
their learning, lecturing is a valuable instructional strategy that 
can be effective in delivering information to your students. Guy 
Kawasaki, a venture capitalist and blogger, described the 10-20-
30 rule for presentations as a method of being an effective 
speaker in the business world. What follows below is a 
description of how this rule can also help you as a teacher in 
delivering an effective class to your students. 
 
10-20-30 

Kawasaki recommends limiting your presentation to only using 10 
slides, keeping your presentation to a limit of 20 minutes, and 
using 30 point font. The logic behind this process is that by using 
fewer slides with a larger font, it will force you to get your points 
across verbally, rather than by reading the material directly off of 
the slides. By keeping a lecture to a length of 20 minutes, you will 
be ensuring that the amount of time you will be speaking for does 
not extend past our average attention span. This is approximately 
20 minutes, after this point chances are most of your students 
have tuned out! 
 
10-20-30…10? 

Realistically, in a 1.5 or 3 hour class, many teachers will not want 
to lecture for 20 minutes and leave the rest of the time for 
activities. A lecture or teacher presentation is important in order 
to provide the students information, as well as to guide and offer 
feedback to activities. After one 20 minute cycle has been 
completed, we would encourage you to create a 10-minute active 
learning activity either reviewing or building on a concept that 
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you have just taught. You can then re-start another 10-20-30 
cycle, and continue this pattern for the rest of your class. 
 
For Teachers? 

This presentation style can be helpful to teachers in many ways. It 
encourages you to limit your lecture to the most crucial 
information, as well as encouraging you not to simply review 
what the students have read in their textbook. The important 
message of this lecturing format is: fewer but more dynamic 
slides, a focus on the key information so we don’t overwhelm our 
students, bigger font.  
 
For Students? 

Modifying this style for student presentations may also help to 
make their work more lively and engaging to you and their peers. 
Although students may not be speaking for 20 minutes, 
encouraging students to limit their number of slides to 10 and 
asking them to write in a 30-point font will lessen the likelihood 
that they read to the class what they have researched and 
written. Part of learning to communicate effectively is knowing 
how to prepare a presentation that passes on your message and 
is a great skill for our students to learn. 
 
For more suggestions on preparing engaging PowerPoint 
presentations check our Teaching Tip: Thinking Outside the 
PowerPoint Box. For more information regarding active learning, 
the flipped classroom, and dynamic presentations and lectures, 
please contact us at the PDO! 
 
For this and more Teaching Tips, please visit the PDO web page 

 

Jennifer Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 
 

October is food month 

 
The environmental club, in conjunction with the VCSA and the 
Sustainability office have deemed October food month at Vanier! 
With this year’s bountiful harvest, it is time to celebrate the 
changes that have happened in the past year at our institution. 
Food month is also an opportunity to engage our students in 
thinking about what they eat and ponder the many links between 
food, society, economy and the environment. 
 
Here are some events going on in the next month: 
 
October 6, at 12:00, the VCSA is hosting a live broadcast panel 
discussion featuring David Suzuki. The discussion is entitled Our 
Food Systems—Are You Hungry for Change? - A virtual 
classroom with David Suzuki and friends. The broadcast is taking 
place in the N-5 Student Lounge. 
 
October 15, at 12:30 sharp: the 100-mile lunch. We are preparing 
a four course meal where all ingredients come from within 100 
miles of Vanier. Please come join us, tickets are 20$ and will be 
on sale beginning on October 6

th
 in the VCSA and at kiosks in the 

student mall. 
 

On October 22, as part of the Humanities Symposium, within the 
theme of “success,” the Sustainability officer will be a talk 
entitled: the changing Vanier food landscape, success in 
sustainability. Auditorium (A-103) at 9:30 am  
 
On October 22, students from the Environmental club will be 
promoting kiosks focusing on local farmers and other food issues 
and solutions. Please come show your support of their important 
work by participating. 
 
On October 29, as part of the English Symposium, the English 
Department will be hosting Annabel Soutar’s award-winning play 
Seeds, a work of documentary theatre about a Saskatchewan  
farmer, Percy Schmeiser, who embarks on a 4-year long legal 
battle with Monsanto Inc.  The play focuses on issues around the 
use of GMO’s and the biotechnology industry, as well as the 
rights of farmers and the social implications concerning food 
production.  
 
Food is everywhere, in everything we do and consume, in all our 
actions; some might go so far as to say it is what we are! It is time 
to think about our relationships to food and help our students ask 
those same questions. 
 

Richard Dugas, Student Services 
 

Vanier Celebrates Women in Science 

 
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 12:30 to 5 PM 

 
Join us for Vanier Celebrates Women in Science, an afternoon of 
talks, a panel discussion, and a film. Here are some of the details 
of events taking place: 
 
12:30-14:00 in A-573  
Informal Panel on Women dedicated to Science 
With Aimee Ryan, Genevieve Metson, Karen Tennenhouse and 
Sylvie Tardif who will discuss their passion for science and their 
experiences of lives and careers committed to science. 
 
14:00-15:30 in A-101  
Dr. Aimee Ryan (Departments of Pediatrics and Human Genetics 
at McGill)  
Talk: Molecular Mechanisms Underlying Normal Embryonic 
Development 
 
15:30-17:00 in A-101  
Dr. Vicky Kaspi (Department of Physics at McGill, Canada 
Research Chair and Lorne Trottier Chair)  
Talk: The Cosmic Gift of Neutron Stars. 
 
Also, 12:30-2:30 in F-540  
Screening of Jane's Journey – a film biography of Jane Goodall 
 
For more information please contact Stephanie Felkai, ext. 7727 

 
Stephanie Felkai, Biology Department  
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News from the Vanier Student Research Center:  
Wind Powered Electrical Generator; how can this be 
implemented at Vanier and make a change in our lives 

 

 
As I presented in a September 22 Intercom article, the Vanier 
Student Research Center is looking forward to fulfilling its 
mandate and building collaboration between Science and 
Technology students to create shared projects that might interest 
both groups and offer them the opportunity to study together 
and learn from each other. The Wind Powered Electrical 
Generator project at Vanier is just one example in this direction. 
How do our students feel about that? Let’s have them talk freely 
about their projects and findings. 
 
Vanier Science student Christapor Torossian explains his goal and 
motivation to be a member of the Research Center in a letter of 
September 30th 2014: 
 
“About six months ago if you would have asked me what I was 
doing, I would have answered: “I’m trying to build a device which 
can generate enough electricity to power my house so I can prove 
to my parents that we can live on renewable resources around the 
world.” But there was one major problem. I didn’t have the 
knowledge or the skills to build such a device. After a lot of 
independent research and a lot of brainstorming, I started 
speaking to some teachers for help. My teachers Miss Debra 
Dawson and Mr. Stephan Bracher told me to ask for help from 
Gabriel Bulgarea at the Research Center and advised me that 
instead of doing it by myself, I should get help from the research 
team that Gabriel is organizing. Finally I have found somewhere in 
school where students can benefit from the resources to make 
something of their own; practice for future success.”   

 
“Now if you ask me what I am doing, I will be telling you that I 
want to prove to all the students & staff of Vanier and all the 
community around that we can have a device that can supply us 
“Free-Renewable-Energy” to charge our phones and run all the 
equipment we need to live comfortably. Photoelectric cells are 
already very effective and efficient, but harder to maintain. Wind 
power still needs to be developed. Most importantly, urban-wind-
power needs to be developed to supply urban cities close to home 
electricity. What do we build?” 

 
“There are 2 ways to come around this question. (1) A 
professional engineer with experience would design something 
that will work when we have continuous wind, will put it at some 
height that has relatively long periods of time when it comes to 
making back a profit against its cost. (2) Someone who is 
conducting research might argue: let’s analyze the area we are 
aiming to build such a machine, and find an alternative cheap 
solution that can use the available resources to harness energy.” 

 
“Where am I heading? Any student at Vanier would know that the 
little gap between the main building and the church next door is a 
very windy and cool area. I always assumed that it was the wind 
just blowing at the moment where I would cross the area. I didn’t 
notice the effect until I started gathering up data. As it turns out, 
at any given time, the speed of the wind in the gap is stronger, 
more fluid and continuous on much larger periods of time. This 
finding is the first step in the design of this future device. It is part 
of a multi-field project. We need students from Sciences to cover 
the physics part of it; we need students from Industrial Electronics 
to build the circuits and the electronic parts that are required to 
operate this device. We cannot forget to ask our Business 
Administration students to estimate if the project is feasible and 
to come up with a business plan to market the idea eventually. 
Building something is hard enough, selling it is just another 
mountain to climb.” 

 
“The environment is suffering enough; we need to be leaders and 
set an example to others. Investing in renewable energy is 
becoming the new thing. Placing an example on campus could get 
other students excited enough to start their own projects. The 
environmental group would no longer just be a team of students 
who volunteer to pick up litter and create marketing ideas to 
inform other students, but will also include future engineers and 
innovators who want to make a difference. Pollution has caused 
enough impact on our climate, it is time we initiate plan B and get 
our hands dirty to make the world a livable place for our future 
generations.” 
 
For the complete report including data graphs please go to: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/student-research-
centre/research-groups/research-groups-2014-2015/ 

 
Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics Department 

 

News from Human Resources 
 

The Human Resources Department is pleased to that announce 
the following individuals are joining the Vanier Community or 
moving through its ranks. Please join us in wishing them success 
in their new role! 
 
NEW TEACHERS 
Sara Froehlich (Math)      
Daniel Bernucci  (Math)     
Petr Zorin (Math)      
Carol Beddard (Math)     
Rebecca Mitchell (English)     
Matthew Leslie (English)     

Science student Christapor Torossian working together with 
Industrial Electronics student Jason Eddrief to calibrate a wind power 
generator in A-476 
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Graeme Desrosiers (English)     
Asa Boxer (English)      
Léo Barriault (Physics) 
Paul Bruneau (Commerce) 
 
NEW SUPPORT 
Mourad Laaraichi (Certified Maintenance Workman) 
Nancy Ruscitti (Animal Health Lab Technician) 
Jadranka Radman (HR Operations Technician) 
 
RECENT APPOINTMENTS TO NEW POSITIONS 
Joanie Robert (Health & Safety Officer) 
 

Fabiola Jeannot, Human Resources 
 

CJAD Radio's Dan Laxer to host  
7th Annual Big Band Evening on October 15th 
 

This year's Big Band Evening 
Concert will feature the A.L. Blue 
Flames from École secondaire 
André Laurendeau conducted by 
Normand Gosselin, as well as the 
Big Bands from Vanier College 
(Jocelyn Couture, dir.) and from 
Université de Montréal (Ron di 
Lauro, dir.).  
 
This free concert will be hosted by 
CJAD's Dan Laxer and held on 
Wednesday, October 15th at 7pm 
in the Vanier Auditorium.  
 
Since 2008, this event has welcomed five Anglophone, as well as 
two francophone high schools, along with bands from Université 
de Montreal and McGill University. Do come and join us to 
encourage these young musicians! 
 

Nadia Turbide, Music Department 

 

Conférencière invitée, Madame Widia Larivière 

 
Madame Widia Larivière, coordonnatrice 
jeunesse pour l’organisme Femmes 
autochtones du Québec, viendra 
rencontrer deux groupes d’étudiants, ce 
mercredi 8 octobre pendant la pause 
universelle.  
 

Madame Larivière abordera la situation 
des femmes autochtones vivant en milieu urbain et dans les 
communautés et elle dira aussi un mot sur son vécu en tant que 
femme autochtone. Elle parlera aussi de l’identité, de la réalité, 
de la jeunesse et des valeurs autochtones.  
 

La conférence aura lieu de 12h30 à 13h30 à l’amphithéâtre (B-
223). Ceux et celles qui sont intéressés par le sujet sont les 
bienvenus. 
 

Isabelle Béliveau, département de français 

“The wisdom of community”:   
Readings and reflections by George Ellenbogen 

 
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at 

12:30-14:00 (Universal Break), room D-541 
 
George Ellenbogen examines and narrates the 
conditions, memories and meanings of 
community in two immigrant and minority 
experiences: that of the Jewish 
neighbourhood in a south-west corner of the 
Plateau Montréal in the 1940s and 50s and 
that of Arabs in the USA during the middle 
part of the twentieth century.  
 

 
He will be speaking on and reading from two 
memoirs about these two experiences: his 
own memoir A Stone in My Shoe: In Search 
of Neighbourhood (Véhicule Press, 2013) and 
Evelyn Shakir’s Teaching Arabs, Writing Self: 
Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman (Olive 
Branch Press, 2013). 
 
 

George Ellenbogen is a poet, essayist, and former teacher at 
Bentley College in Boston, Massachusetts. He is a Montrealer by 
birth and upbringing and currently lives in Boston. He is on a book 
tour for A Stone in my Shoe in the Maritimes and Quebec during 
the month of October. 
 
This event is sponsored by the courses “Knowing the Other” and 
“Being Canadian” (Humanities) and by the “Diversity in General 
Studies Project”. 
 
For more information contact: Brian Aboud (7290) 
 

Brian Aboud, Humanities Department 

 

«Success» is the theme of the 2014 Social Science Festival 

 
Former NFL player Wade Davis, historian Desmond Morton, and 
Richard Pound, Founding Chairman of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency, will be among the guest speakers participating in the 
2014 Social Science Festival, which will take place October 20-24.   
 
This year’s theme is “Success”, an idea that carries a host of 
meanings for different people. The festival will attempt to touch 
on a number of these visions, including the traditional meaning of 
success, a more nuanced understanding of success, namely the 
negative effects seeking success can have on the individual or 
society, as well as new meanings of success.  
 
For more information please contact Sevak Manjikian at 7295.  
Check the complete schedule of events at the end of Intercom. 

 
Sevak Manjikian, Humanities Department 
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Capsule linguistique de la semaine  
 
Bonjour à tous et à toutes! Vous désirez vérifier vos connaissances en français? Rien de plus facile avec les capsules linguistiques. 
 
Voici les réponses de l’exercice de la semaine dernière : 
 

1. J’ai attendu mon ami PENDANT une heure. 
2. DÈS la fin des cours, nous partirons en Gaspésie. 
3. DEPUIS la fin des cours, j’ai eu le temps de me reposer un peu. 
4. Ne me téléphone pas PENDANT la journée, je ne suis jamais là. 
 

Bravo à tous ceux et celles qui ont participé au concours! 
 
Cette semaine, l’exercice est de niveau facile. Voici une nouvelle règle et l’exercice correspondant : 
 
Les prépositions + les noms de pays 
 
EN + les pays féminins (tous les noms de pays qui finissent par « e » sont féminins, sauf : le Mexique, le Mozambique, le Cambodge, le Zaire). 
AU + pays masculin 
AUX + pays masculins pluriel 
 
Exemples : 
 
La France :  je vais en France. 
La Suisse :  je vais en Suisse. 
Le Brésil :  je vais au Brésil. 
Les États-Unis :  je vais aux États-Unis. 
 
Exercice  
 

Cet été, je vais _____ Suède. 
Pierre achète une maison _____ Philippines. 
Daniel habite _____ Japon. 
Je passe tous mes étés _____ Belgique. 

 
Remplissez le coupon de participation suivant. Apportez vos réponses avant le vendredi 10 octobre 2014 à Isabelle Rivest, Département de 
français, soit par courrier interne, soit dans l’enveloppe que vous trouverez sur la porte du bureau K 307. À la fin de la session d’automne, un 
prix au goût de la France sera décerné à la personne ayant apporté le plus grand nombre de bonnes réponses. 
 

Bonne chance à tous et à toutes! 
 

Isabelle Rivest, département de français 

 

 
Coupon de participation 
 

Nom_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Numéro d’employé ou d’étudiant _______________________________ 
 
 

Adresse courriel/email_________________________________________ 
 
 

Numéro de téléphone_________________________________________ 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



A.L. Blue Flames.
École secondaire André Laurendeau
Normand Gosselin, dir.

Le Vanier College Big Band
Jocelyn Couture, dir.

Le Big Band de l’Université de Montréal
Ron Di Lauro, dir. 

Mercredi, le 15 octobre, 2014, 19h00
Wednesday, October 15th, 2014, 7:00pm

Auditorium Vanier Auditorium
821, avenue Ste. Croix,

Maître de cérémonie / Special host
Dan Laxer, CJAD Radio

St. Laurent, Québec

Le département de musique du Cégep Vanier College
Présente/presents

Avec/With

SOIRÉE 
BIG BAND
EVENING

FREE CONCERT                  ENTRÉE GRATUITE/



4:00-5:30 (Auditorium A-103)

Anita Nowak- 
The “Soft” Side of Leadership: Why Empathy is more 
Powerful than you Think
Anita Nowak is convinced that social engagement 
should carry more currency than IQ and EQ. Her dream 
is to spark an Empathic Action (EAQ) revolution. Anita 
is a Senior Fellow with the Jeanne Sauvé Founda-
tion and regularly gives public talks on the topic of 
empathy.  In 2012/3, Anita served McGill University’s 
Desautels Faculty of Management as founding Integrat-
ing Director of the Social Economy Initiative and was 
responsible for integrating social entrepreneurship and 
social innovation into the faculty’s teaching, research 
and outreach. Anita will discuss the importance of 
empathy as a means of achieving success.

FRIDAY, October 24th
 

8:30-10:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Lucie Poulin and Torrey Pass
Pedaling South from Alaska to Argentina
Lucie Poulin and Torrey Pass cycled over 27 000 km 
across 15 countries, from Alaska to Argentina. Their 
presentation will include photos and stories of the 
exchanges they shared with people across three con-
tinents, the staggering landscapes they encountered, 
and the simple beauty of self-propelled travel. During 
their voyage, Lucie and Torrey met with partners of 
Montreal-based charity Cyclo Nord-Sud, an organiza-
tion that collects used bicycles and ships them to 
underprivileged communities in Latin America and 
Africa, where they serve as tools for promoting local 
development. As a young woman, Lucie adopted a love 
for traveling backpacking through Europe. She later 
broadened her horizons working on community devel-
opment projects in Mali, West Africa. After returning 
to Montreal from South America, Lucie joined Cyclo 
Nord-Sud’s team, where she works as Communications 
Coordinator. Originally from the Gatineau area, Torrey 
developed a passion for outdoor adventure at an early 
age. He has worked as a guide for cycling trips for teen-
agers in Canada and the US and has been on countless 
cycling and camping expeditions. He began teaching 
English Literature at Vanier College in Montreal shortly 
after he and Lucie completed their journey.

11:30-1:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Brian Smith- 
Financial Literacy and Consumer Behavior
Brian Smith is an employment counsellor and a finan-
cial coach at Carrefour jeunesse-emploi Côte-des-Neiges 
in Montréal. He works with young visible minorities and 
recent immigrants on the Monnaie-Money project. Born 
in Montréal, Brian played football for Boston University, 
where he studied Sociology. Brian’s talk will focus on 
financial literacy and consumer behavior.  

1:00-2:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Sid Stevens
Business Administration Leadership Lecture Series
Sid Stevens’ dedication to the youth of Montréal is well 
known. Throughout his career, he has devoted himself 
to the community through Sun Youth. He has used his 
expertise, energy and time to help solve young people’s 
problems by driving home the point that those who 
suffer from social inequities have the right to a better 
outlook for the future. Mr. Stevens’ talk is part of the 
Business Administration Department Leadership Lec-
ture Series.

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Peter Nikolantonakis
Blindness from a personal perspective
In this presentation, Mr. Nikolantonakis will describe 
his personal experience with vision loss and outline the 
various stages blind people go through. He will also 
describe the services he received from the Montreal As-
sociation for the Blind. Finally, he will give an account 
of social issues blind individuals deal with on a daily 
basis.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Sevak Manjikian, 

Social Science Festival coordinator, 2014 
                    manjikis@vaniercollege.qc.ca   

514-744-7500 ext: 7295

VANIER COLLEGE
    FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

SOCIAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2014
OCTOBER 20-24

VOICES
S U C C E S S



SUCCESS 
The Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts & 
Letters is proud to announce that this year’s Social 
Science Festival, SUCCESS, will begin on Monday 
October 20th and run through Friday October 24th. 

The idea of success carries a host of meanings for 
different people. The Festival will touch on a number 
of these visions. They include the traditional meaning 
of success where goals are achieved in personal and 
professional life. Complimenting these themes will be 
speakers who will offer a more nuanced understand-
ing of success. Namely the negative effects seeking 
success can have on the individual or society. Finally, 
new meanings of success will be put forward that 
measure success by way of happiness and empathy. 
This year’s keynote speaker will be Richard Pound, 
the former Vice President of the International Olympic 
Committee and the former President of the World 
Anti-Doping Agency.  His talk will focus on cheating 
in sports.

Teachers are encouraged to bring their classes to dif-
ferent presentations during the week. Teachers wish-
ing to bring their classes to events should notify the 
Festival organizer Sevak Manjikian by email at:
manjikis@vaniercollege.qc.ca  
     

MONDAY, October 20th

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103) 
Wade Davis
You Can Play Project- LGBTQ Athletes
Wade Davis is a former NFL player who is one of a 
small number of openly gay men to have played profes-
sional sports. Davis played college football at Weber 
State before spending four years with NFL practice 
squads and in the NFL Europe. In addition to his 
collegiate and professional sports background, Davis 
has spent the last two and a half years working with 
inner-city LGBTQ youth at the prestigious Hetrik-Martin 
Institute in New York City. Wade’s talk will cover his 
career along with his advocacy work. 

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103) 
Jacky Vallée
“We’re surrounded, you know?”: Tales of success from 
northern “Zombies”
“Zombie” is a term that many people in a small Eeyou 
(Cree) community in Northern Quebec use to refer to 
“drunks.” For many of the people who use this term, 

zombies are objects of fear and shame, to be avoided 
at all costs. Jacky spent a year in this town befriending 
zombies. Contrary to what many people think, they have 
interesting stories to tell. Their pride in their Native iden-
tities, their awareness of the impacts of colonialism and 
their ideas about personal success are among the many 
themes addressed in this presentation. Jacky teaches 
anthropology at Vanier College and is writing a Ph.D. 
thesis at l’Université de Montréal based on the research 
described in this presentation. 

TUESDAY, October 21st

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Kim Mackrael
Political Journalism in Canada
Kim Mackrael writes about foreign affairs for The Globe 
and Mail. She joined the newspaper in 2011, first work-
ing as a general assignment reporter in Toronto, and then 
moving to Ottawa in 2012 to report on federal politics. 
She has an undergraduate degree in international de-
velopment studies from the University of Guelph and a 
graduate degree in journalism from Carleton University.  
Kim will be discussing the current state of journalism in 
Canada and her journey within the profession.   

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Nirmala Bains 
Success, says who?
Nirmala Bains has been teaching at Vanier in the An-
thropology department since 2010. She completed her 
BA from Dalhousie University with a combined honors in 
International Development and Spanish. After spending 
several years working and volunteering abroad, she real-
ized it was time to come back to Montreal and settle into 
a career. Recognizing that being a CEGEP teacher was her 
dream job, she obtained an MA in Anthropology from Con-
cordia University. This talk explores how she dealt with 
an extremely difficult set of life choices and the various 
hurdles she encountered along the way.

WEDNESDAY, October 22nd

9:30-11:00 (Auditorium A-103) 
Richard Dugas
Vanier’s evolving food landscape, 2014 as a turning point
Vanier’s food landscape underwent radical changes in the 
past semester: A new cafeteria contract, a new student 
cooperative café and a garden! These changes did not 
happen overnight, rather a small group of dedicated 

individuals persisted until the conditions that allowed the 
change to happen were present. In a time of worsening 
news from the environmental front, it is important to 
explore the positive changes that a community can attain 
when persistence, vision and team work are involved. 
In this presentation, Richard Dugas, Vanier’s Sustain-
ability officer, will describe the steps that led to the new 
food landscape and put this in a context of the broader 
changes that are necessary in order to secure successes 
in the realm of sustainability.

11:00-12:30  (Auditorium A-103)
Brett House
Getting Ready for the 2020 Financial Crisis
Brett House is a Senior Fellow  at the Centre for Inter-
national Governance Innovation. Additionally, he is a 
lecturer in the Economics Department and a Senior Fel-
low at the Jeanne Sauvé Foundation at McGill University. 
Brett is also a member of the UN Experts Group on Sov-
ereign Debt Restructuring and a Young Global Leader of 
the World Economic Forum. From 2000 to 2007 he was 
an economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
where he worked across a wide range of major emerging 
and frontier markets, including Argentina, Dominican Re-
public, Peru, the DR Congo and a number of low-income 
countries. Brett’s talk will focus on how sovereign debt 
has piled up in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis and 
detail why it’s likely to get harder and harder to service 
this debt.  

12:30-2:00 PM (Universal Break) 
B-325 Theater Room
Social Science
Quiz Show 
Peter Gantous hosts the Social Science Quiz Show. Come 
cheer on 4 teams of Vanier Students who will compete 
for prizes by answering a series of obscure (and less 
obscure) social science related questions! 

KEY NOTE SPEAKER
2:00-3:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Richard Pound 
Artificial Success – Cheating in Sport?
Richard Pound is a Counsel in the Montréal office of 
Stikeman Elliott and member of the firm’s Tax Group. 
He was the founding Chairman of the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) and remains a member of its Foundation 
board. Former Olympic swimmer and Vice-President of 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), Mr. Pound 
has been inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame for 
his achievements in sports, both as an athlete and as an 
executive. Mr. Pound has been named to Time Magazine’s 

100 most influential people in the world for his relentless 
efforts to rid sport of performance- enhancing drugs.  His 
talk will focus on the negative effects of doping in sports. 

THURSDAY, October 23rd

10:00-11:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Sevak Manjikian 
Lance Armstrong: lies and deceit 
Lance Armstrong’s lies and deceit have harmed the image 
professional of cycling and the sport in general. However, 
his actions also mirror some of the unethical and danger-
ous behavior currently being normalized in various levels 
of society today. This presentation will track Armstrong’s 
rise and fall and juxtapose his journey with some of the 
ethics exhibited in certain sectors of North American 
society. Sevak Manjikian has been riding bikes all his life. 
When he is not riding, he teaches at Vanier College in 
both the Humanities and Social Science departments. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from McGill University.
    

1:00-2:30 (Auditorium A-103)
Desmond Morton
Ron Charbonneau Memorial Lecture- Social Science 
Festival
Desmond Morton is among Canada’s most distinguished 
historians. As a scholar, teacher, author and media 
expert, he has dedicated a career to inspiring in Canadi-
ans knowledge of their own history and an engagement 
with that history as the fabric of the national identity.  
Dr. Morton is the author of over 40 books and innumer-
able other publications. A Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada and an Officer of the Order of Canada, Dr. Morton 
is the recipient of the 2010 Pierre Berton Award which 
honors those who “have brought Canadian history to a 
wider audience.” Professor Morton will discuss WWI and 
a Canadian General’s means of achieving success during 
that conflict.  

2:30-4:00 (Auditorium A-103)
Mark Prentice 
-  So you want to be a success? 
-  LOL

In this talk Mark Prentice will explore the misguided 
definition we give of success and explore how a more 
realistic and grounded vision might lead to more positive 
results – individually and socially. Mark will also address 
the issue of failure, using personal experiences to illus-
trate how our distorted view of success is more harmful 
than understanding of our failures. Mark Prentice teaches  
Anthropology at Vanier. 




