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Building Systems Engineering Technology  
40th Anniversary celebration 
 

 
On September 4

th
 the Building Systems Engineering Technology 

department celebrated its 40
th

 anniversary. It was an evening 
filled with emotions, smiles and wonderful memories as more 
than 100 students, graduates, teachers and staff members 
gathered for the celebrations. The following are some of the 
heartwarming comments after I received after the event. 
 
“Thank you for a 
great party. It was 
wonderful to see 
many of the old 
friends and lots of 
new ones. Most of 
all, thank you for 
giving me a chance to 
relive some of the 
great times of the 
past. Great job, and keep doing it,” stated Mal Turaga  
 
Former BSET teacher, Magdi Assaad, said, “The BSET reunion 
party was a great idea and everyone appreciated the effort and 
energy you put into making it a great success! I have fond 

memories of our program and all the beautiful people who went 
through it!” 
 
“Wanted to congratulate you for the great reunion event,” stated 
Vince Di Lalla, a former graduate of the program. “I wish I’d had 
more time to mingle with some of the current students and 
younger grads but I did a lot of catching up with former students 
and faculty. I was asked some great questions about career 
choices from some of your students and recent grads.” 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped organize this wonderful event. 
 

Anthony Belleau, Building Systems Engineering Technology   

 

News from the Student Research Center –  
Visit to Concordia University 

 

 
On September 4, 2014, I visited the Physics and Biophysics 
research facilities at Concordia University in Montreal, following 
an invitation from Professor Dr. Truong Vo-Van, the Chair of the 
Concordia Physics Department. The meeting started with a series 
of fruitful discussions focused on the feasibility and logistics of a 
partnership between the Vanier Student Research Center and 
various Concordia Research groups. I was then invited to visit the 
Biophysics labs by Prof. Dr. Laszlo Kalman, Graduate Program 
Director and Prof. Dr. Valter Zazubovits, Undergraduate Program 
Director and Academic Advisor.  
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They presented their high-tech equipment and research projects, 
mostly oriented towards Molecular Biophysics, Bacterial 
Photosynthesis, Bio-photonics/bio-sensors and Optical 
Spectrometry. I was very impressed not only by their 
sophisticated equipment but also by the quality of their research 
projects. Furthermore I also realized the high level of 
methodology and professionalism of people involved including 
graduate and undergraduate students. An important part of their 
research is well aligned with our Vanier Research projects in 
Biophysics, Fluorescence and Plant Photosynthesis. Concordia 
Biophysics research can be seen by our students as a higher level 
continuation of what they are doing now thus getting them 
attracted and interested in such future collaboration. This kind of 
partnership looks beneficial for both Vanier and Concordia as 
institutions.  
 
We are jointly looking forward to organizing a Research Center 
student visit to Concordia soon and also to developing the 
logistics of a future partnership including short summer stages of 
our research juniors in Concordia Science labs.  
 
Next to me in the featured photo are Professors Truong Vo-Van, 
Laszlo Kalman and Valter Zazubovits and two of their doctoral 
students during the bio-physics labs visit. 

 
Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics Department 

 

Call for Applications: 
Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship 

 
Please encourage students who like to write fiction, poetry, 
personal essays or other creative work, and who have good 
grades in English, to apply for the Meg Sircom Memorial 
Scholarship. 
 
Meg Sircom was an English teacher at our college from 2001-
2011.  She was a fiction writer, and valued both academic and 
creative writing. 
 
Scholarship amount: $500 
 
Requirements: 
 
-The student has received final grades of 80%+ in at least two 
English classes (101, 102, 103, HS) 
-The student will submit a portfolio of 5-15 pages of creative 
literary work (poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, graphic 
storytelling, or other) 
 
To apply, students should contact  
 
-their English teachers, or  
-Dana Bath (A513, 514-744-7500 x 7814, or through MIO) 
 
Deadline for applications: November 10, 2014 
 

Dana Bath, English Department 
 
 

Brown Bag Lunch on Indigenous Issues 
Native awareness and community on campus  

 
Wednesday, September 17th, 

12:30 to 1:45 in The Learning Centre 
 
Shé:kon, Wachiya, Ai, Tânisi, Boozhoo, Aaniin, Kwey! 
 
This series of events, taking place 2-3 times per year, is an 
opportunity for all interested members of the Vanier Community 
to learn about and discuss Indigenous issues. It is also an 
opportunity to discuss ways of teaching and learning about these 
issues. Bring your lunch, bring a curious and interested mind and 
bring a friend! All are welcome! 
 
For this first Brown Bag Lunch of the year, Marya and Jacky invite 
you to come and share ideas to improve visibility and awareness 
of Native cultures, languages and community at Vanier. A special 
invitation is extended to Native students, staff and teachers but 
anyone interested in this topic is warmly welcome. 
 
When and where: Wednesday, September 17, 12:30 to 1:45 in 
The Learning Centre 
 
For more information about the Brown Bag Lunches or on 
Indigenous visibility at Vanier, please contact Jacky at 
valleej@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
Jacky Vallée, Anthropology Department 
 

Teaching Tip: More on Learning Styles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When it comes to teaching, it is essential to not only consider 
how we teach but to take into account how our students learn. 
We will typically choose a teaching style with which we are most 
comfortable. However, without considering how all of our 
students learn, our teaching may not be having the impact that 
we expect. 
 
The Styles 

According to the Strategic Alternative Learning Techniques (SALT) 
Center of the University of Arizona, there are three learning 
styles. These are visual learners, who learn best by seeing, 
auditory learners, who learn best by hearing, and tactile or 
kinesthetic learners, who learn best by doing. It is important to 
remember that a student is not necessarily bound to one learning 
style throughout their academic career; in different contexts, 
students may prefer a different learning style. Below are some 
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pedagogical strategies that you can apply to your class in order to 
engage the various learning styles. 
 
Visual Learners 

 Engage visual learners with movie or YouTube clips that 
are relevant to the topic 

 Use concept maps, drawings, and diagrams to 
supplement the written and spoken word 

 Help students track your lecture using visual referrals to 
PowerPoint slides or readings 

Auditory Learners 

 Allow the students to record a lecture for playback at a 
later time 

 Support discussion groups with peers and as a class 

 Encourage students to read and study out loud 
 
Tactile / Kinesthetic Learners 

 Establish authentic experiences, such as trips to a site or 
role playing scenarios  

 Apply active learning strategies to allow for a break in 
lecturing 

 Allow students to get up and move during lectures to 
reduce fidgeting and foot tapping 

 
Mix Things Up! 

The principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) encourage 
you to remember to vary the output of information. By being a 
teacher who acknowledges and respects that some students 
learn best by seeing, others by hearing, and still others by being 
active and doing, you will ensure that while you teach using a 
variety of different instructional strategies, as many students as 
possible are learning. 
 
For more information on different learning style models see our 
Teaching Tip: Learning Styles and Teaching Tip: Ways of Knowing 
– Sequential vs Global Learners. For suggestions on ways to make 
your classroom activities more visual check out our Teaching Tip: 
Making it Visual 
 
For more information regarding teaching and learning styles, 
please contact us at the PDO! 
 

Jennifer Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 

 

The Mathematics & Science Centre 

 
Mini-Tutorials for Biology I 
Have you come across students who need some extra help with 
their Biology I course? Have them join Professor Karl Laroche's 
mini-tutorials on the following days in the MSC from 2pm to 4pm: 
 
Friday September 12th: Macromolecules 
Friday September 26th: Cells and Cell Division 
Friday October 17th: Genetics 
Friday October 31st: Evolution 

Friday November 21st: Diversity of Life 
Friday December 5th: Ecology 
 
R-Score Information Session 
Do your students have questions about how the R-Score is 
calculated? Professor Stephen Newbigging will share the facts 
and help dispel the myths. Students can find out more by 
attending this information session on Wednesday, September 
17

th
 in D-508 starting at 12:30pm. 

 
Pre-Med Information Session 
A pre-med information session will take place on Friday, 
September 19

th
 starting at 3pm (room to be confirmed). This 

session will welcome several Vanier alumni now studying in pre-
med/pre-dent university programs to discuss the application 
process and their experiences so far. Interested students must 
sign up online:  http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/event-
registration.php  
 

Haritos Kavallos, Math & Science Centre 
 

Academic Skills Development Workshops 

 
The Learning Centre is offering a series of workshops over the 
course of the semester to help students further develop their 
academic skills. Each workshop is thirty minutes and is offered 
twice during the semester. Students who attend at least three of 
the workshops will receive a certificate of merit. 
 
Please refer any students you may have in your classes to any or 
all of the following workshops. 

 
Time Management/Procrastination 
Wednesday, September 17

th
, 12:30pm, A329 

Wednesday, October 22
nd

, 12:30pm, A329 
 
Thesis Statements 
Wednesday, September 24

th
, 12:30pm, A329 

Friday, October 24
th

, 2:30pm, A320 
 
Writing Better Sentences 
Wednesday, October 1

st
, 12:30pm, A329 

Wednesday, October 29
th

, 12:30pm, A320 
 
MLA and APA – Referencing and Plagiarism 
Friday, October 3

rd
, 2:30pm, A320 

Wednesday, November 12
th

, 12:30pm, A329 
 
Oral Presentations 
Wednesday, October 8

th
, 12:30pm, A329 

Friday, October 31
st

, 2:30pm, A320 
 
Study Skills and Preparing for Exams 
Wednesday, October 15

th
, 12:30pm, A329 

Friday, November 7
th

, 2:30pm, A320 
 

Kim Muncey, The Learning Centre 
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How do you get to Vanier? 
 

Every year, more people are cycling to Vanier, and this is great 
news for our health system, for our city (less pollution, less noise, 
more space for humans), for our capacity to educate and work 
(people who commute by bike are more productive, more awake, 
not to mention happier and healthier) and for our wallets and our 
economy. We want to help you find other ways to come by 
Vanier than alone in a car. As such, Vanier has a few programs in 
place: 
 

Opus et compagnie: employees of Vanier are entitled to a rebate 
on a transit card if you buy year-round Opus passes. Contact 
Richard Dugas for more information.  
 

Omnivox carpool module –why not give it a try, some of your 
colleagues might actually live near you. 
  

Défi sans auto solo: last year Vanier won 
a prize in this company challenge: many 
people here choose other means to get 
here than by a car alone – let’s be proud! 
This year again, you will get a chance to 
register to win some prizes. The official 
day of the challenge is September 17. 
Registration will happen Wednesday 
morning at different entrances through 
the college, or you can pre-register at: 
 http://www.defisansauto.com/index 
 

Bike week is September 22nd and 
will feature a welcome kiosk outside 
of the main entrance as well as 
workshops on the following topics: 
how to bike in 101. Bicycle 
maintenance 101, and winter biking 
101. Please visit the kiosk for more 
information. If you have questions 
about trying alternatives to “alone in 
your car” or have ideas or 
suggestions, please send them our 

way to: Richard Dugas, Sustainability Officer, extension 7888 
 
 

Richard Dugas, Student Services 
 

Academic Council Special Meeting 
 

Agenda 
Friday, September 19, 2014, 1pm, Room F-216 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 
 

2. New Business 
a) Presentation and Discussion of Initial Part of Strategic     

Plan 2015-2020 
 

3.  Varia 
 

4.  Adjournment 
 

Peter Ross, Interim Academic Dean 

Music Department Recital 

 
Classical Guitar Recital: Patrick Kearney 

 
This Wednesday, September 17, at 12:30 in the Auditorium, the 
Vanier College Department of Music is proud to present Patrick 
Kearney in an excellent recital of classical guitar works. Patrick is 
our classical guitar teacher, and when he plays for us it is always a 
treat.  
 
He frequently and generously gives us wonderful performances 
of works from the repertoire—offerings not only from composers 
past and present, but from his own imagination and pen as well.  
 
His exquisite playing is accompanied by exposés on the stories 
behind the works, stories that are sometimes poignant, and often 
humorous. Patrick is a teacher, mentor, performing artist, and 
recording artist all wrapped up in one energetic ball. Don’t miss 
this free recital! 
 

Glen Ethier, Department of Music 

 

International Education Office Newsletter  
 

The International Education office at 
Vanier College is proud to announce the 6

th
 

edition of our newsletter. We encourage 
you to read it to learn about the 
opportunities and experiences available to 
students, faculty and staff. At the same 
time, we invite you to visit our new 
website: 
www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/international-
education 
 

Just as a reminder: the deadline to submit student project 
proposals is September 30

th
, and the deadline to apply for faculty 

mobility grant is October 10
th

, 2014. 
 

Finally, Vanier is welcoming a Chinese delegation of five 
administrators of Chinese vocational colleges on September 16, 
17 and 18, 2014. These visitors are part of a larger delegation of 
20 administrators being welcomed to Canada by Colleges and 
Institutes, Canada (formerly ACCC) and, specifically to Montreal, 
by a consortium of colleges (Marie-Victorin, André Laurendeau, 
John Abbott and Vanier). We are looking forward to potential 
partnerships for future student and faculty mobility projects.  
 

Sonia Husseindjian, International Education Office 
 

The Hungry Games 

 
The VCSA is planning a food drive called the Hungry Games to 
take place on September 24

th
 on the front lawn.  Students who 

sign up to participate in the Hungry Games will be organized in 
teams of 5 to 6 students.  A week prior to the actual Hungry 
Games, each team will be collecting as many non-perishable 
goods as they can.  Each team member needs to contribute at 
least two non-perishable goods.  The team that gathers the most 
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non-perishable goods by the end of the week wins the Hungry 
Games.  Sign up-sheets are now available in the office, in room C-
214. 
 
In addition, on the day of the Hungry Games (September 24

th
), 

the teams will be participating in various physical activities 
against other teams, kind of like a race course.  During the 
Games, Vanier students watching the games can add more non-
perishables to whichever team they are rooting for to win, so that 
this will increase the bounty of non-perishables that team has 
already gathered.  The first team to complete all of the physical 
activities ends the Hungry Games, and students are no longer 
able to add non-perishables to what has been gathered.  As 

previously mentioned, the team that has gathered the most non-
perishables wins the Hungry Games. 
 
We invite teachers, staff, and students, to contribute non-
perishables to this cause.  All the non-perishables will be 
redistributed back to the Vanier community for students that are 
in financial need.  Contributors who do not wish to root for one 
team in particular may still contribute to this cause.  There will be 
drop boxes located in the VCSA room C-214.  The VCSA wishes 
you a very happy Hungry Games, and may the odds be ever in 
your favour. 
 

Andrew Liberio, VCSA 
 
 

 

Improve your French : Capsule de français de la semaine  
 
 
Bonjour à tous et à toutes! Vous désirez vérifier vos connaissances en français? Rien de plus facile avec le retour des capsules linguistiques. 
 

1. Savoir ou connaître? 
 
Distinguer entre l’usage des verbes « savoir » et « connaître » n’est pas toujours facile. Par exemple, doit-on dire : « je  sais » ou « je 
connais »… la géographie »? Ou encore : « je sais » ou « je connais » un étudiant dans la classe »? 
 
Voici quelques règles pour s’y retrouver : 

- On emploie le verbe « savoir » seul, avec un infinitif, avec qui, que, quand, où, comment et pourquoi, et pour noter un propos. 
- On emploie le verbe « connaître » après un nom, une personne ou un lieu.  

Exercice : 
 

Associez le verbe « je sais » ou « je connais » aux énoncés suivants : 
Je ……….  les amis de Monique 
Je ……….  jouer aux échecs 
Je ……….  où il va 
Je ……….  ce chanteur 
Je …….…  la France 
 

Remplissez le coupon de participation suivant. Apportez vos réponses avant le mercredi 17 septembre 2014 à Isabelle Rivest, Département 
de français, soit par courrier interne, soit dans l’enveloppe que vous trouverez sur la porte du bureau K 307. À la fin de la session d’automne, 
un prix sera décerné à la personne ayant apporté le plus grand nombre de bonnes réponses. 
 
Bonne chance à tous et à toutes! 

Isabelle Rivest, département de français 

 

 
Coupon de participation 

 
Nom_______________________________________________________ 

 
Numéro d’employé ou d’étudiant _______________________________ 

 
Adresse courriel/email_________________________________________ 

 
Numéro de téléphone_________________________________________ 
 

 



Je repense ma mobilité !

17 septembre
mercredi le

2014
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A WEEK OF BICYCLE 
PROMOTION IN CEGEPS

MON CÉGEP À VÉLO
to consult the complete list of each participating Cegep’s activities

BIKE
WEEK

SEPTEMBER 22 TO 28


