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Danish-Germans at the Vanier Language School 
 

On March 31
st

, the Vanier Language School happily welcomed 23 
Danish-German students and their teacher for a month-long 
study trip. Aged between 16 and 21, the group came from 
Deutsches Gym, a small bilingual school of 160 students and 20 
teachers in Aabenraa (population 20,000), Denmark. Most of the 
students are part of a small minority of ethnic Germans in 
southern Denmark, and are either in their 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 year of a 

Cegep-like program, and will graduate with both the Danish and 
German qualifications for university in either Denmark or 
Germany.  
 

The students lived with homestay families, many from the Vanier 
community. Their school program was divided into two streams: 
in the mornings, they enjoyed either French or Music classes, 
then came together for English classes in the afternoon. Much of 
the content of their classes was authentically Canadian, studying 
Canadian music, texts, and films. They also enjoyed several 
outings around Montréal. Highlights included the Biodome, 
walking up Mount-Royal, and a ‘food tour’ of le Plateau where 
students sampled poutine, smoked meat, bagels, and donuts. 
They also enjoyed three weekend trips to Ottawa, Québec City, 
and Toronto/Niagara Falls.  
 

When asked to reflect on their experiences at the end of the 
month, they had the following things to say: 
 

“I was Canadian for one month… I felt like a part of this country, 
and this makes Canada special.” – Kevin 
 

“I enjoyed every single day here! I’ve learned so much, and not 
just ‘facts’ about Canada. I’ve learned for my life.” - Ose 
 

“Montréal is so special because of all the friendly and open people 
and all the different cultures in one town.” – Isabell 
 

“To the people who come next year, I would say ‘this is the best 
class trip ever!’” – Sandra W.  
 

We said farewell our Danish-German group on April 25
th

. On 
behalf of the Vanier Language School, thank you to the entire 
Vanier Community for welcoming this wonderful group of 
students.  
See some of their photos at: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.101523320139512
11.1073741847.107495311210&type=3  
 

Lauren Godfrey-Smith, The Language School 
 

Vanier College to host the Finalists Exhibition of the 2014 
CCDMD Intercollegiate Photo Contest 

 
The CAMT Dept. is proud to 
announce that we are hosting the 
3rd edition of the Finalists 
Exhibition of the CCDMD 
Intercollegiate Photo Contest 
(http://monde.ccdmd.qc.ca/) at the 
Henry Lehmann Gallery (B-305).  
 
We are especially proud because 
one of our students, Tylea Cole 
studying in Communications: Art, 
Media, Theatre is represented in 
the show. The exhibition is 
composed of 30 photographs taken 
by students studying at cégep from 
all over Québec. 
 

The vernissage and awards ceremony is taking place on Thursday 
May 15th from 5-7pm. The awards ceremony will be starting at 
5pm. Snacks and refreshments will be served. Looking forward to 
seeing you there! 

Christoph Heldt, Communications: Art, Media, Theatre 

Star gazing at Vanier 
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Top Mathematics student in Québec  

 
The Vanier College Mathematics 
Department is pleased to 
congratulate Andrei Purcarus 
Craciun on winning the 2013-2014 
E. Martin Richstone Memorial 
Scholarship for Mathematics.  
 
In addition to outstanding work in 
all his classes, Andrei who in in 
Honours Pure and Applied Science, 
has achieved excellent results in 
mathematics competitions. He’s 
already competed in four Math 
competitions this year and there 

may be more to come. 
 
Most recently, he was named to the honour roll of the 2013 
Canadian Open Mathematics Challenge, placing him first in 
Quebec, and among the top twelve in Canada.  
 
The Scholarship Committee and the Department wish Andrei well 
in his future studies in Electrical Engineering at McGill University. 
 

Julie Plante, Mathematics Department 
 

New Library Database: Criterion on Demand (films) 

 
The Criterion Collection contains more than 1500 English titles, 
1100 French titles, approximately 135 foreign language films with 
English subtitles, and more than 100 documentary features.  The 
available films may be downloaded or streamed, and are only 
available from the Vanier College campus.  To access this 
database go to the Library’s page, click on databases and then 
search under the letter “C” for Criterion. 
 
To learn more about this database, go to: 
 http://criterionondemand.com/ 
 

Susan Bissonnette, Library Services 
 

Online Grade Submission for  
Winter 2014 Semester - Day Teachers 
 

Please note that the deadline is TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2014, 12:00 
MIDNIGHT. All grades must be submitted online.  You will receive 
a memo summarizing the steps to follow in your OMNIVOX 
account.If you need assistance using the Omnivox online system, 
please contact Pierina Primiano at 7109 or Olga Mardas at 7124.   
 

It is very important that all grades be submitted by the deadline 
as the Registrar’s Office cannot determine those students in poor 
academic standing nor graduate students until all the marks for 
the semester have been entered. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation.   
 

Thomas Ingerman, Registrar 
 

Liberal Arts Literary Reading 

 
Graduating students from the Liberal Arts program will be 
reading from their creative writing on Wednesday, May 14th, 4 - 
6 in The Learning Centre (B 205).  
 
This event is open to the college community and everyone is 
welcome.  
 
Refreshments will be served.  
 

Kevin Bushell, English Department 
 

Continuing Education Teachers:  Online Grade Submission 
Deadline for Winter 2014 Evening Semester  
 

Please note that the deadline is TUESDAY, May 27, 2014, 12:00 
MIDNIGHT.  All grades must be submitted online via OMNIVOX. 
You will receive a memo summarizing the steps to follow in your 
OMNIVOX account. 
 

If you need assistance using the Omnivox online system, please 
contact Christina Gudzio at 514-744-7500, ext. 7035. 
 

It is very important that all grades be submitted by the deadline 
as we cannot determine those students in poor academic 
standing nor graduate students until all the marks for the 
semester have been entered.  
 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.   
 

Janet Perkins, Continuing Education 
 

2014 Student Life Award 

 
The Student Life Award recognizes those graduating students 
who deserve recognition for their commitment, integrity and 
perseverance in contributing to Vanier's student life, aside from 
academic achievement. Leadership, effort, and the ability to 
motivate and involve others are often the qualities exhibited by 
Student Life Award recipients. 
 
To consider information about a candidate's involvement in co-
curricular activities, the Selection Committee invites 
recommendations from those persons familiar with the 
candidate's activities at Vanier College.  
 
Any student, faculty or staff member of Vanier College may 
nominate a candidate for the Student Life Award. 
 
Please print and complete the nomination form found on the 
web at http://vaniercollege.qc.ca/student-services/student-
development/student-life-awards.php and return it together 
with your letter of recommendation to the Student Life Award 
Selection Committee in Student Services, C-203, no later than 
4pm on May 13, 2014. 
 

Donata Parisella, Student Services 
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The PDO 

 
Over the coming months whether you are teaching summer 
courses or preparing courses for the fall semester, feel free to 
consult the PDO staff and/or web page for help. 
 
Consult our Resources page and our Teaching Tips page for 
instructional and assessment strategies, classroom management 
tips, educational technology advice, and much more! 
 
You can also contact the PDO for any help or advice in 
restructuring a course’s assignments and rubrics, taking a look at 
your instructional strategies and class activities, or any other 
pedagogical topic that may be on your mind! 

 
Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) 

 

Teaching Tip: Wrap Up on a High Note 

 
The tone set in the last few 
classes of the semester is as 
important for teachers and 
students as the tone set in 
the first classes. The way in 
which you wrap up the 
semester has the potential to 
leave a positive imprint in 
students’ minds that will help 
them to integrate and 
solidify their learning while 
making important 
connections to their prior 
learning, course 
competencies, and future 

goals. The following are some ideas to help you finish the 
semester in a memorable way that can allow your students an 
opportunity to reflect and leave them with a sense of 
accomplishment.  
 
Course Outline  
 
Reviewing the course outline can help your students place new 
learning from the end of the semester within the context of the 
course as a whole, while also being a helpful revision tool. By 
having your students match each course objective and 
competency with a concrete task (i.e., readings, assignments, lab 
work) you are outlining the relevance and authenticity of your 
learning activities. If the students will be writing an exam, use the 
course outline for exam review. Working in pairs or small groups, 
have students create a flow chart or concept map to help prepare 
for the final exam, and to come up with questions on material 
covered throughout the semester that requires further review.  
 
Link Students’ Learning with Program Competencies 
 
Help your students make meaningful connections between their 
learning in your course and the program competencies. This helps 
students synthesize their learning and adds to the students’ sense 

of accomplishment by reinforcing that their efforts have 
relevance to future courses and, ultimately, to the successful 
completion of their program and future educational and 
professional aspirations.  
 
Reflect on Learning 
 
Ask students to reflect on the course and have them make 
meaningful connections between their prior knowledge and what 
they have learned. This can be done individually or in small 
groups which can then link to a larger classroom discussion where 
each student or group shares their reflections. Through class 
discussion, help students synthesize individual topics and make 
connections to big concepts. Some suggested questions: 

 What is the most important/surprising/new concept or idea 
you learned in this course? 

 What is your greatest academic success this semester (in this 
course or other courses)? 

 How have you changed or grown as a learner throughout the 
semester?  

 Write a letter to future students of this course in which you 
reflect on your learning and offer suggestions on how they 
can make the most out of this course.  

 
Make Links to the Students’ Future Academic and Professional 
Endeavours 
 
Ask students to reflect on how can they apply their new 
knowledge to future courses and professional goals: How have 
the course content, approach to information, and problem 
solving processes given them skills, knowledge, and attitudes that 
will help them in the future? Helping students make relevant links 
between the skills, knowledge, and attitudes they have acquired 
through their work within the course and future academic, 
professional, and work setting endeavours, makes learning more 
meaningful and stimulates interest in the subject area.  
 
Share Your Learning  
 
Model lifelong learning by letting the students know how they 
have made a contribution to your learning, knowledge, and 
growth as a teacher through, for example, interactions with your 
students, shared experiences as a group, insightful questions 
posed and class discussions.  
 
Congratulations and Encouragement 
 
Finally, recognize the students’ efforts and offer encouragement 
for future courses and professional aspirations. The last few 
classes give you the opportunity to wrap the course up with a 
personal touch by acknowledging the group’s efforts as a 
community of learners and also as individuals whose participation 
has made a meaningful contribution to the group.  
 
For this and more Teaching Tips, please visit the PDO web page 
 

Léah Hendriks, Pedagogical Development  
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Lunch & Learn Pedagogical Discussion in French 

 
FREE LUNCH! Will be provided to those 
who register by sending an email to: 
pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
L’application de la PIEA* au Collège 
Vanier: enjeux et bonnes pratiques en 
évaluation des apprentissages 
*Politique institutionnelle d’évaluation 
des apprentissages  
Atelier Pédagogique (3 heures) 
Formateur: Robert Howe 
 
Le mercredi 14 mai 2014 de 12h00 à 
16h00 (le dîner sera de 12h00 à 13h00) 
Salle: F-216 
Contenu :  

 L'approche par compétences: sens, pertinence et 
conséquences en pédagogie 

 L'approche programme et la cohérence de l'enseignement 

 L'équité en évaluation et les pièges de certains biais 

 L'évaluation de la qualité du français écrit: comment se 
donner une grille à échelle descriptive dans une approche 
analytique 

 L'évaluation en fin de session: planification et enjeux 
organisationnels en département 

 L'épreuve synthèse de programme : place de la discipline dans 
l'ESP 

 Les notes: les enjeux d'une note qui dit la vérité. 
 
Tous sont les bienvenus! 
 

Wilma Brown, Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) 
 

Save the Date! PDO Workshops 

 
The Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) is offering the 
following five pedagogical workshops during the month of May. 
Please register by emailing the PDO at: pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 
Teaching Students with Disabilities: Wednesday, May 21 from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Assessing Literacy: A Panel Discussion: Thursday, May 22 from 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
SMART Board Basics: Tuesday, May 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 
Versatile Classrooms: Where, Why, and How?: Wednesday, May 
28 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Thursday, May 29 from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
For further information, please consult the poster at the end of 
this Intercom or the PDO website at  
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/pdo 
 

Wilma Brown, Pedagogical Development Office (PDO) 
 

Training Sessions 

 
Good day!  
 
You are a manager? You are a coordinator? You fill purchase 
requisitions or you are responsible of a budget and need to 
authorize purchases? Please register to one of the following 
training sessions on the new Omnivox module handling purchase 
requisitions you will have to use starting in May 2014.  
 
Please RSVP at plantej@vaniercollege.qc.ca or by phone at 7842 
with your name and the desired date. Reservation is essential, 
should be at least four days prior to the session in order to create 
your account. There are only 15 seats at each session! Be early! 
An email to confirm your registration will subsequently be sent. 
 
Sessions are after classes, they are the last ones! 
 
Tuesday May 20th 10:00 to 12:00            room D-323 
Wednesday May 21st 1:30 to 3.:30          room D-323 
Thursday May 22nd 10:00 to 12:00          room D-323 
 
Please RSVP at plantej@vaniercollege.qc.ca or by phone at 7842 
with your name and the desired date.  
 
Thank you! 

 
Julie Plante, Mathematics 

 

It Really Was the TOPS! 

 
A word of congratulations and thanks to all the music students 
who performed in the TOPS concert last Wednesday, May 7. This 
was a fabulous concert of classical and jazz music that had 
everyone glued to their seats right up to the final note. Well 
done!  
 
To the adjudicators who listened to the auditions and selected 
the acts for the show—nice work. Obviously, you all have 
excellent taste.   
 
Thanks as well to Heather Howes, Tamara Vickerd, Julia 
Gavrilova, and Marlene Eberhart for their work in judging the 
classical acts during the concert.  
 
One of the solo performers will be selected to represent Vanier 
College in Drummondville on May 25 at the CEGEP en concert 
provincial competition. 
 
And most certainly, on behalf of the Music Department I wish to 
express our profound gratitude to the Auditorium technicians 
who worked so diligently and patiently with music students and 
faculty over the 2013-2014 academic year. Justin Deguire, David 
Scott, Philip Parenteau, and Gabriel Chen, your tolerance, 
imperturbability, and attention to detail are greatly appreciated. 
 

Glen Ethier, Music Department 
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Vanier students heading to France to study French 

 
Nine Anglophone and allophone students from Vanier College are 
preparing to go on a cultural and linguistic trip to France.  They 
will be leaving for Paris on May 28

th
, and will spend a week in 

Nice where they will take 20 hours of courses of French as a 
second language at L’école Azurlingua. While there, they will be 
able to explore the magnificent region of the Côte d’Azur on 
various day trips. They will come back to Montreal on June 9

th
. 

 
These students are the living proof that there is a real interest for 
French culture and the French language among non-francophone 
young people in Québec. Indeed, they will be spending $3,000 
each to go on this trip.  Yet, the trip will not bring them any 
academic advantage since they will be taking a one-week course 
without obtaining a credit for it nor any recognition for that work 
within the two compulsory French classes (45-hours each) they 
must take to obtain their Diploma of College Studies (DCS).   
 
It’s their love of France and the French language that has driven 
them to take this trip.  Since their early childhood, they have 
been dreaming of seeing the Eiffel Tower, the Arc of Triumph and 
the masterpieces in the Musée du Louvre. They are all very 
enthusiastic at the idea of staying with French families in Nice.  
And they especially want to reinforce their already considerable 
knowledge of French.   
 
There is no need to convince them of the international reputation 
of L’école Azurlingua.  Their “Bonjour de France”, website that 
offers a range of activities for learning French as a second 
language, is a must-see.  In fact, “Bonjour de France” is also a 
partner of l’Association québécoise des enseignants de français 
langue seconde (AQEFLS). 
 
This is the first time this year that the Vanier College French 
Department organizes a cultural and linguistic trip to France.  And 
in spite of all the efforts made by the people responsible for the 
trip, the students who will be travelling have not received any 
financial aid from the Ministry of Education, Sport and Leisure.   
 

Isabelle Rivest, French Department 
 

Capsule de français pour la semaine 

 
Bonjour à toutes et tous! Voici la réponse corrigée de l'exercice 
de la semaine précédente: 
  
Barrez les mots mal orthographiés. 

(7)
 

1. proffesseur /professeur; beaucoup/beaucoups; ilya/il ya/il y a; 
parce que/parce-que; aréoport/aéroport; desiner/dessiner; 
lesson/leçon; addresse/adresse; exemple/example ; 
exercise/exercice.  
  

Comme nos vacances approchent à grands pas, c'était déjà la 
dernière capsule pour cette année. C'est le temps de vous dire 
bonnes vacances et à la prochaine session! 
  

Stéphane Giroux, Département de français 
 

Vanier Video Festival 

 
Don’t miss the 2nd annual Vanier Video Festival, hosted by the 
Communications: Art, Media, 
Theatre department!  
 
This exciting event will showcase 
the stellar, multi-genre work from 
our Video I, Video II and Portfolio 
student productions!  
 
Please join us on Friday May 16th, 
at 7pm in Auditorium A-103!  
 
 

Dan Stefik, Communications: Art, 
Media, Theatre 

 

Breaking ground on Vanier’s Community Garden  

 
Please join the Vanier Gardeners for a ground breaking ceremony 
May 15th at 2 pm in front of the A-Building. This space has been 
looked at for a long time as a potential space in which to start a 
community garden at Vanier. This project has been building 
momentum. Even though we are having a late spring, we are 
finally ready to start this initiative, which is already promising to 
bring together many parts of Vanier: Biology, sustainability, 
Environmental and Wildlife Management, Super Camp, the 
upcoming Sustainability in Action course, and of course, our 
dedicated volunteer Vanier gardeners.  
 
Richard Dugas for the Vanier Gardeners Committee (Lissiene 
Neiva, Myriam Mansour , Richard Klopp, Mark Cohen, Evelynne 
Barten, Louise Robinson, Jessica Braul, Alena Perout, Maria Da 
Palma, Lisa Yachnin, Sylvie Tardif, Odette Côté, and growing…) 

 
Richard Dugas, student Services 

 

Vanier College 2014 Graduation Ceremony  

 
The Graduation Ceremony to honour the graduates of 2013-2014 
will take place on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 7:30pm at Théàtre 
Maisonneuve of Place des Arts. 
 
This is a most enjoyable evening when we celebrate the 
achievements of our graduates. 
 
Teachers and staff are welcome to attend this event and a 
number of rows will be reserved for faculty and staff.  
 
If you would like to attend this event, please email me at 
kennedya@vaniercollege.q.ca to request an admission ticket. 
 

Annabelle Kennedy, Vanier Communications 
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Academic Council 

 
Agenda 
Friday, May 16, 2014, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 
 
1.  Approval of the Agenda 
 
2.  Approval of the Minutes of April 4, 2014 
               
3.  Business Arising from the Minutes 
     a) Search for New Academic Dean 
     b) Update on Strategic Plan and Student Success Plan 
                                                       
4.  Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 
     a) Board of Directors 
     b) Joint Coordinators 
     c) Others 
                 

5.  New Business 
     a) Elections for 2014-2015 Vice-chair 
     b) 2013-2014 Teaching Excellence Award Recommendation 
     c) Modern Languages Profile Proposal 
     d) ACS in Damage Insurance 
     e) Course Framework Procedures 
     f)  Exit Profile Procedures 
                         
6.  Varia 
     a)  Additional Meeting 
 
7.  Adjournment 
 

Wanda Kalina, Office of the Academic Dean 
 
 
 
 

Quebec Finals of Sciences On Tourne! 
 

 
 
On May 2 and 3 Vanier hosted the National Finals of Sciences On Tourne!, an inter-Cégep Science and Technology competition.  Thirty nine 
cégeps from as far away as Gaspé and from as close as Vanier itself competed right here on Campus. We got a lot of great feedback from the 
event, and were able to showcase Vanier to the réseau at large in its best light. None of this would have been possible without the help of a 
multitude of people, so thank you very much to...All our Wonderful Student Volunteers, and: 
 
 
Rhys Adams 
Chris Amos 
Darren Becker 
Mike Besner 
Joshua Berman 
Dany Brown 
Didier Brûlé-Champagne 
Marguerite Corriveau 

Isabelle Der Apraamian 
Mauro DiRenzo 
Catherine Duranleau 
Haritos Kavallos 
Karl Laroche 
John Lynch and crew in facilities 
Bruce Norton 
Zsofia Orszagh 
Michel Paquette 

Philip Parenteau and crew in the 
Auditorium 
Doug Robinson 
Eric Lozowy 
Chantal Riffon and crew in the cafeteria 
Heather Roffey 
Michael Sendbuehler 
Steven Spadotto 
Quentin Van Ginhoven 

 
Stephen Newbigging, on behalf of the Sciences On tourne! local organizing committee. 

 



 
 

 
 

Vanier College Student Research Centre Research Results 
 
The following is a short version of a paper produced on the results of studies and research carried out by students in the Vanier College 
Student Research Centre.  To see the full article please visit: http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/research-centre/research-groups.php 
 

Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics Department 
 

A study of the effects of electromagnetic fields on the growth and health of Lima bean plants (Phaseolus lunatus) 
 

Andrei Purcarus Craciun, Jonas Beaumier and Gabriel Bulgarea  
 

Vanier Student Research Center, May 2014 
 

The purpose of this study was to observe the effects of Electromagnetic Fields on the growth and photosynthesis of the Lima bean plant 
(Phaseolus lunatus). It was expected that the presence of an electromagnetic field would cause the plants to grow at a different rate than 
those exposed only to the natural fields of Earth, as well as affect their health. Plants were grown for a period of two months under an 
electric field of 400 V/m and a magnetic field of 1 mT, as well as a control group exposed to only the fields of Earth. All plants under an 
additional electric field failed to germinate. In addition, no significant difference in the height and physical characteristics of plants grown 
under a magnetic field and no field was observed. The health of these two plant groups is to be compared using their fluorescence 
emissions. 
 
It is known that one of the effects of an electric field is to produce a force acting on a charged particle. This force is proportional to the field 
and the charge of the particle. The electric field in the lower atmosphere is approximately 100 V/m. The tool usually used to produce an 
electric field is a parallel plate capacitor, which consists of two charged plates with opposite charges. This produces an electric field going 
from the positive plate to the negative plate. 
 
It is also known that the main effect of a magnetic field is to produce a force acting on a moving charged particle. The force exerted is 
proportional to the intensity of the magnetic field, as well as the speed and charge of the particle, and it is perpendicular to both the 
magnetic field and velocity of the particle, with direction given by the right hand rule. The Earth itself produces a magnetic field, and the 
intensity of the field at Earth’s surface is approximately      T. 
  
The Lima bean plant (Phaseolus lunatus) is a fast growing plant, having a maturation period of 80 days for pole bean varieties. Other sources 
place the maturation period at 154 days. The health of a plant can be also analyzed by looking at its fluorescence. When excited with blue or 
violet light, plants emit fluorescence in the form of red light. The intensity of this emission is an indicator of plant health; the more energy 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/research-centre/research-groups.php


the plant uses for photosynthesis and other processes, the less fluorescence it will emit, and thus that fluorescence signal is an indicator of 
the health of the plant. We know that inside the membrane of the chloroplast there are bio-chemical reactions that involve a lot of electron 
transport that can be easily influenced by an external electric or magnetic field.  
 
It was expected that growing under a strong electromagnetic field would affect the growth of the plants when compared to plants grown 
under the natural fields of the Earth. This was expected as plants have many moving particles within them during their growth. Since some 
of these particles are charged due to various processes and reactions, they would be deviated from their trajectory, which could impede the 
plant growth by preventing it from growing normally and transferring those particles efficiently. This expectation is also justified by the vast 
number of chemical reactions that occur within plants during photosynthesis. These processes involve the exchange of charges (electrons), 
and it is reasonable to expect that exerting a stronger force on these electrons will alter the efficiency of the reactions. The null hypothesis 
used is therefore that there will be no significant difference in the growth and health of plants grown under different electromagnetic fields. 
 
In order to test the hypothesis, a total of 18 plants were grown under 3 different settings; 6 plants were grown between a parallel-plate 
capacitor placed in the soil and were subject to a strong electric field of approximately 400 V/m, 6 plants were grown under the influence of 
a bar magnet oriented with the field of the earth so they were subject to a strong magnetic field, and 6 plants served as a control group and 
were grown under normal conditions, subject to the small electromagnetic fields of the earth. The Lima bean plant (Phaseolus lunatus) was 
chosen for its short maturation time and its tall height. The plants were bought as seeds and were grown in plastic cups for a time period of 
two months. The same soil was used for all plants, and the same quantity of water was given at regular intervals to all plants. In addition, the 
plants were all placed in the same area to grow to ensure minimal environmental bias in the results. They were all constantly kept under the 
same environmental conditions (temperature, light, humidity). We used an EPSO Power Supply from Physics E&M Lab to produce the 
Electric Field. The seeds and plants and supplied with water at regular intervals. During the eight weeks of study we constantly recorded the 
length of the plants, the dimensions, color and texture of the leaves and the color of the soil. 
 
The plant health for those grown under a magnetic field and the control is still under testing for fluorescence emissions when exposed to 
blue light. These emissions will serve as an indicator of the efficiency of electron transport and chemical processes in the plant, as well as 
intoxication. The results for the two groups will be compared in order to compare the effect of magnetic fields on the health of plants. 
 
Results: No significant difference was observed between the plants grown under magnetic field and the free ones (left and middle side on 
the pictures) but the seeds under electric field didn’t grow up at all (right side in the pics). Many reasons were found as to why the plants 
under an electric field did not grow. Since the parallel plates were placed in the soil of the plants, it was hypothesized that the charge on 
each plate may have catalyzed chemical reactions in the soil, and this affected the seeds and prevented their germination. However, new 
seeds were planted in the soil where these plants died (without an electric field) and they sprouted normally, implying that either the soil 
was not the cause of death or that the soil reverted back to normal after the electric field was stopped. The pH of the soil is to be analyzed in 
the future to further support the notion that it was the electric field itself that killed the plants. The following pictures show clearly the 
plants evolution during our studies from the very moment of planting the seeds to the last phase of our research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next step was to go into the research of Photosynthesis using plant fluorescence. Our apparatus was made of several blue LED powered 
by a Double Power Supply, an orange-red optical filter (630 nm - on) to separate the fluorescence signal from the excitation light and a 
PASCO optical detector connected to our DATA STUDIO interface and program to plot the fluorescence signal vs. time. The following pictures 
show our setup and curves: 
 



 

 
 
 
Our future studies must focus on: 1) Do a detailed chemical analysis of the soil before and after the experiment; 2) Place the electrodes 
outside the cup so that they can’t interact directly with the soil; 3) Place the electric field vertically (horizontal electrodes) to simulate the 
atmospheric electric field produced between the clouds and the ground; 4) Study the effect of alternating electric fields on the same plants. 
 
Concerning the fluorescence studies, our lab equipment is far from being appropriate for the study of chlorophyll fluorescence. Even if the 
fluorescence curves, in our set-up, look pretty much similar for the two plants analyzed (under magnetic field and free ones) we were not be 
able to accurately calculate the fluorescence parameters mentioned above. The active signals are embedded in noise and the optical filters 
are not very accurate so a professional fluoro-meter is needed for future studies.  
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Atelier 4:  
L’application de la PIEA* au Collège Vanier: enjeux 

et bonnes pratiques en évaluation des apprentissages 
*Politique institutionnelle d’évaluation des apprentissages  
 
Salle: F-216 
  
Formateur: Robert Howe 
Le mercredi 14 mai 2014 de 12h00 à 16h00  
(le dîner sera de 12h00 à 13h00) 
 Contenu :  

 L'approche par compétences: sens, pertinence et conséquences en pédagogie 

 L'approche programme et la cohérence de l'enseignement 

 L'équité en évaluation et les pièges de certains biais 

 L'évaluation de la qualité du français écrit: comment se donner une grille à échelle 
descriptive dans une approche analytique 

 L'évaluation en fin de session: planification et enjeux organisationnels en département 

 L'épreuve synthèse de programme : place de la discipline dans l'ESP 

 Les notes: les enjeux d'une note qui dit la vérité. 
 

Note biographique 

 Diplômé de l'Université de Montréal, Robert Howe est spécialiste en évaluation des 
apprentissages. Membre du National Council on Measurement in Education (NCME), il agit 
comme consultant et formateur auprès de plusieurs cégeps dans le domaine de l’évaluation 
des apprentissages, évaluation formative, évaluation des programmes, etc.   

 Il a été conseiller pédagogique pendant plus de 15 ans, formateur dans le programme 
PERFORMA (Université de Sherbrooke) et, pendant sept ans, directeur adjoint au cégep 
régional de Lanaudière à L'Assomption. À l'Université de Montréal et à l'Université de 
Sherbrooke, il a enseigné l'évaluation des apprentissages dans le cadre des 
microprogrammes de formation à l'enseignement collégial. Il a été consultant expert dans 
plusieurs dossiers de développement de l'évaluation de l'enseignement. 
RSVP à pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca   

Tous sont les bienvenus! 
 

DÎNER  

GRATUIT! 
 

Soutien pour la qualité de programmes 
Atelier pédagogique 

Cégep Vanier présente une série de quatre ateliers pratiques au cours de l’hiver 2014 pour les 
professeurs, les départements, et les programmes. Robert Howe (consultant en pédagogie de 
l'enseignement supérieur) est invité pour animer le dernier des quatre ateliers le mercredi 14 
mai 2014. 

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/view_photog.php?photogid=6033
mailto:pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca


May 2014 Pedagogical Workshops 
 

Registration: Please email the PDO at: pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca  

Cégep Vanier College, 821 Sainte-Croix, Montréal, Québec, Canada H4L 3X9  

Wednesday, May 21    Thursday, May 22    

Teaching Students with Disabilities 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.        D-244 

Animator: Tim Comerford (Pedagogical Development Office) 
More teachers find they are working with students who have learning 
disabilities, developmental disabilities, and mental health conditions. Come 
discuss and learn about instructional strategies that can help all students 
better learn in and out of the classroom. Practical strategies for teaching 
students with various disabilities will be explained and demonstrated. 

Assessing Literacy: A Panel Discussion 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  D-244 
Animator: Karen White (Psychology) 
Teachers from various disciplines will discuss their experiences and 
suggestions about how to incorporate the assessment of student literacy 
skills in their courses. Come discover how ALL teachers can assess the 
quality of writing, speaking, reading, and listening comprehension on 
discipline-specific tasks and assessments. Both formative and summative 
assessments will be discussed. Bring your ideas and struggles!  

Tuesday, May 27    Wednesday, May 28 

SMART Board Basics 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  N-515 

Animator: Edward Awad (Biology) 

By Fall 2014, Vanier will have SMART Boards in 7 classrooms. Come and 
explore what you can do with an interactive SMART Board to increase student 
engagement, experiment with active learning, and enhance your pedagogy. 
This will be a practical, hands-on workshop that will give you the opportunity 
to practice, play, and experiment with a SMART Board. Come discover how 
SMART Boards can help change and improve the teaching and learning in your 
classes. 

Versatile Classrooms: Where, Why, and How? 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.        A-401 

Animators: Léah Hendriks (Pedagogical Development Office) and 
Jennifer Mitchell (Pedagogical Development Office) 

Come explore the benefits of teaching in a Versatile Classroom with 
moveable tables and chairs, extra white boards, laptops, and a SMART 
board paired with the regular computer and viewing room projector. You 
will be taken on a tour of two Versatile Classrooms as well as shown a 
demonstration of the technical setup and pedagogical benefits. Practical 
strategies to enhance student (and teacher!) learning and engagement will 
be included. 

Thursday, May 29    

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  D-244 

Animator: Tim Comerford (Pedagogical Development Office) 

The philosophy that drives Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is that all students should be able to access learning in the method(s) that best suits them. 
We will explore the social model of disabilities and examine the “what”, “why”, and “how” of student learning. Practical classroom strategies to enhance 

learning accessibility will be explained, explored, and demonstrated. 

mailto:pdo@vaniercollege.qc.ca


 




