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News from the Vanier Student Research Center 

 
Since the start of the 2014 Winter semester our research 
students have become committed to having a safe and healthy 
learning and working environment at Vanier College. They 
formed different research groups according to their scientific 
interests and they are now measuring and testing areas all 
throughout the campus.  
 
The main fields of interest are acoustics and noise, radon 
emissions and air and water quality at Vanier. Random areas have 
been selected for these experiments but anyone who has a 
preference for a specific location they would like to see tested is 
welcome to let us know.  
 
Gabriel Edery, a Vanier Science student is very excited about the 
research he and fellow students are currently carrying out.  “I 
would like to thank everyone who made this research possible,” 
he says.  “The implications of having a research center run by 
students might not seem like a big deal, but it is! This is a real 
opportunity for us to work on and develop ideas of our own, or at 
least with minimal guidance.  The whole process is a great 
learning experience and we’re all grateful for it.” 
 
Although the students are currently using equipment available in 
our science labs, other departments might also have equipment 
related to the topics presented above that we might be able to 
use.  Please let us know if there are any instruments you know of 
that might be used for these studies. 
 
Thank you to the Biology, Chemistry and Physics department 
coordinators for their great support. We are looking forward to 
presenting the students research results to you and hope they 
will create new avenues for future exploration in related scientific 
fields.   
 
The photos in the banner above show: The Water Team that uses 
a digital microscope to analyze water; the Air and Radon Team in  

 
various basement and ground floor rooms where they are 
measuring radon emissions; and the Sound Team measuring 
classroom acoustics properties and noise 
 

Gabriel Bulgarea, Physics Department 
 

Thomas Mulcair to visit Vanier on February 13, 2014 

 
On Thursday, February 13, 2014, 
the Honorable Thomas Mulcair, 
head of the NDP Party of Canada 
and Leader of the Official 
Opposition in Canada is coming to 
visit Vanier and speak to the 
Vanier Community and our 
students in particular.   
 
Mr. Mulcair is a Vanier graduate 
who went on to become a lawyer, university professor and 
politician.  He will share his personal story of how he went from 
Vanier College to Leader of the Opposition and answer questions 
from the audience about issues of interest to the Vanier 
Community such as women in politics, leadership, discrimination 
and social justice and sustainability. 
 
His talk is meant to inspire and motivate students to pursue their 
own dreams and passions.   
 
Mr. Mulcair’s presentation will take place from 1:00 to 2:15 PM in 
the Vanier Auditorium.  
 
Please contact Sheila Das or Lora Terlizzese at 
terlizzl@vaniercollege.qc.ca to confirm space for your class. 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications  
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2014 Humanities Symposium 

 
The Humanities Department is pleased to announce the 2014 
Vanier College Humanities Symposium, Lying and Other 
Misdirections, takes place this week: Feb. 3rd - Feb. 7th. We are 
delighted to have Randal Marlin as our Keynote Speaker who will 
be giving his presentation, “Truth, Lies and Propaganda:  Seeking 
Ethical Communication in an Age of Spin,” on Tuesday, Feb. 4

th
, at 

8:30 – 10:00.  There is a coffee and croissant reception for staff 
and faculty afterwards.   
 
Also of note, Neil Caplan, retired member of the department, will 
return to deliver the Special Humanities Lecture, “The Elusive 
Quest for Truth in the Israel-Palestine Conflict,” on Wednesday, 
Feb. 5

th
, 1:30-3:00, followed by a wine and cheese reception for 

staff and faculty.   
 
Please check out our full program at the end of Intercom to see 
topics covering a range of misdirection, from cheating to self-
deception, myths to conspiracy theories, secrecy to silencing!   
 
All events are in the Auditorium (A-103).   
Contact Sheila Das for additional information:  
dass@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 

Sheila Das, Humanities 

 

Vanier students celebrate Russian Students Day in Ottawa 

 
On Friday, January 
24, 2014 Vanier 
Russian Program 
students were 
invited to attend 
the celebration of 
Russian Students 
Day at the 
Embassy of Russian Federation in Ottawa.  
 
The students had a chance to be exposed to an important event 
of International politics, as well as Canadian history. On the 
occasion of the Students Day Russian Federation awarded former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien with the Order of Friendship and 
our students had a chance to meet the legendary politician, to 
socialize with him and with the Russian ambassador Georgiy 
Mamedov, as well as with other Canadian and Quebec politicians 
and business people, students and professors from Ottawa, 
Toronto and all over Canada.  

 

The organization of the trip, including the transportation was 
excellent. As a coordinator of East European and Slavic Studies 
Major and teacher of Russian I would like to express my 
appreciation and gratitude to the Dean of Social Science, 
Commerce, Arts and Letters Odette Côté, to the Dean's office 
staff – Nora Soukiassian and Ivanka Hillel, to Fiorella De Luca 
Calce in purchasing for their support and accommodation of the 
students who are interested in international affairs. This was an 
event of educational value and our students benefited from 
participating in it.  
 

Natalia Pakhomova, East European and Slavic Studies 

 

2014 Vanier College BDC Case Challenge set to welcome 
students from Yukon to Newfoundland  

 
Get set for the 2014 Vanier College BDC 
Case Challenge next weekend at the 
Marriott Courtyard Hotel (Montreal 
Airport), 7000 Place Robert-Joncas. 
Round 1, on Saturday, February 8 runs 
from 10 am to 5pm.  The six top teams 
will go on to the finals on Sunday, 
February 9, starting at 10:30 am. 
 
Earning a spot on a competing team is 
no mean feat, and throughout the fall, 
Vanier marketing students vied for a 

spot on the College Team.  The selection has been made and this 
year, Molly Biswas, Angelyna Sanon, Cosmin Zainea, and 
Matthew Ventura will represent Vanier.  Congratulations to all 
four of them for their hard work and good luck. 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 

 

Malawi Nursing students have arrived 

 

Our guests from Malawi, students Eluby Billiat and Memory 
Sabatini and Dr. Mercy Pindani, Dean of Kumuzu College of 
Nursing, are all settled and doing great. They arrived one hour 
late due to weather in Toronto. We gave them lunch and did a 
quick turn around and headed down to Sun Youth where they 
each found a coat, boots and some other warm clothes.  
 

The students are quiet and shy but didn't look too worse for 
wear. Mercy made me laugh when she mentioned that when 
they landed in Rome, she thought they were here and started 
getting her carry-on together, only to be told that it was another 
8 hours to Toronto! You know what we say..."There is no short-
way to/from Lilongwe"!! 
 

Melodie Hicks, Nursing 
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Henry Leahmann Gallery: Opening of a new show  

 
Claudia Morena 

FEEL 
February 3-21, 2014 

 

Please join us for the Opening on Wednesday, February 5, 2014 
from 12 pm to 1:30 pm 

 

Dan Stefik, CAMT  
 

Free Peer Tutoring to improve students’ languages skills 
 

I am currently looking for students who want to and/or need to 
improve their English language and writing skills. Please 
encourage the students in your classes who are experiencing 
difficulties with English to apply for free peer tutoring by 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13. Application forms are available in an 
envelope posted outside my office door (N-554) and at the FSGS 
Dean’s office (B-208). 
 

Applicants will be selected according to their availability and will 
be paired with a peer tutor, a student taking my Peer Teaching 
course, who will help them throughout the winter semester. They 
will receive free peer tutoring (two hours per week) starting on 
the fifth week of classes (the week of February 24).  
 

If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at ext.7271 or to email me at: 
photopos@vaniercollege.qc.ca  
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Spiridoula Photopoulos, English Department 
 

À vos claviers!  

 
Dans le cadre de la Semaine de la francophonie, le service de 
valorisation du français invite tous les employés du cégep à 
soumettre un texte en français. Nous souhaitons en effet publier 
un recueil qui comprendra toutes sortes de textes : récit, 
reportage, poésie, interview, essai et autres créations. 
 
Une fois vos textes rédigés, vous pouvez contacter Stéphane 
Giroux qui vous rencontrera pour réviser votre document avant 
sa publication. Tous les niveaux de français sont bienvenus. 
 
Les textes doivent avoir été soumis et corrigés avant le vendredi 7 
mars.  

Stéphane Giroux, Service de valorisation du français 

Language School: Danish – German Homestay 2014 

 
We would like to invite members of the Vanier community to 
consider hosting a Danish/German student in their home for the 
month of April.  
 
For the past seven years, Vanier has hosted groups of students 
from Denmark who wished to improve their English and French at 
the Language School.  Hosting our international guests in the 
homes of Vanier students, teachers and staff, creates a truly 
unique and memorable experience for host families and students 
alike.  As an added incentive, we will pay $800 per student 
hosted. 
 
If you are unable to host a student, we would value the 
opportunity to come to your class and make a 5 to 10 minute 
presentation to your students about the program at the 
beginning of the semester.  Please contact Chris Hall if you are 
willing. (hallc@vaniercollege.qc.ca, extension 8321). 
 
Homestay applications and guides are available in B-228. 

 
Chris Hall, Language School 

 

Mathematics & Science Centre 

 
Pre-Med Applications Workshop 
On Friday, February 7

th
 starting at 3pm, Vanier alumni now 

studying in Pre-Med and Pre-Dent programs will be present to 
help answer student questions regarding the application process. 
Students are encouraged to bring with them their application 
documents as they will have the opportunity to review them in 
groups with the presenters. The event will take place in D-508. 
 
Upcoming Competitions: Sign-up Deadlines approaching: 
 
Canadian Computing Competition & AMC12 Math Competition 
The American Mathematics Contest and the Canadian Computing 
Competition will be taking place at Vanier on February 20

th
 (12 

noon) and 25
th

 (9am) respectively. This is the last chance students 
have to get involved as the deadline to sign-up is on February 5

th
. 

STAR hours will be given to students who participate. 
 
Virtual Chess Competition  
A virtual chess competition between Vanier College and the 
National College of Mircea cel Batran in Romania is set to take 
place on Monday February 17

th
 at 9am and we are still looking 

for student competitors who are available to participate. Please 
encourage your students to sign up. The competition will take 
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place in the Math & Science Centre. STAR hours will be given to 
students who participate. 
 
Students interested in the above competitions can find out more 
and sign up online at: 
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/msc/event-registration.php 
 
Do you have any questions? Please feel free to contact us at 
msc@vaniercollege.qc.ca with any inquiries. Furthermore, please 
encourage your students to visit us. 
 

Haritos Kavallos, Math & Science Centre Coordinator 
 

Vanier and John Abbott teachers back from China trip 

 
With the support and funding from both International Education 
and a CEGEP International grant, Rhys Adams (Vanier Physics 
department) and Gregory Mulcair (John Abbott Physics and 
Engineering Technologies departments) accompanied Modern 
Languages teacher Shirley Zhu to China during January 2-15 to 
promote pedagogical approaches in student-centred learning to 
four institutions. 
 

Rhys and Gregory Mulcair 
visited Changchun Vocational 
College, Qufu Normal 
University, Jinan Polytechnic 
College and Beijing Fengtai 
Vocational High School 
where they primarily 
presented peer instruction 
(PI) and problem-based 
learning (PBL) techniques and 

examples with using technology in the classroom to a 
predominately Mandarin speaking group of teachers and 
administrators. Shirley was present to translate and to add 
context (comparing curriculum and teaching styles between 
China and Quebec) to facilitate the exchange of ideas. At the 
institutions, the teachers were given opportunities to visit 
classrooms, teaching laboratories, research facilities and to share 
pedagogy approaches with the Chinese teachers and physics 
graduate students. 
 

Chinese classrooms 
have been dominated 
by teacher-centered 
pedagogy, so teachers 
are not used to 
interactive 
presentations. 
Factoring in the 
language issue, one 
challenge was to keep 
the group of teachers, anywhere between 100-200 teachers, 
engaged during the presentations. Rhys and Gregory had to be 
flexible and adapt to the audiences’ needs and requests, and 
Shirley did a fantastic job at keeping their interest level high. 
Similar to our regular classrooms, when the Chinese teachers 
were asked to participate in creating and sharing their PI and PBL 
materials, the energy level in the room quickly rose. 
 
The benefits of such an experience are many. As Rhys says, “I did 
not know what to expect, so it was eye-opening to see how 
modern some of their teaching labs are. We both left there with 
new demonstration ideas for our physics classes. They use a very 
traditional approach during class lectures, but they were very 
receptive to the ideas we shared with them and they would have 
liked for us to spend more time with them to help develop PI and 
PBL materials suitable for their classes. This gives us confidence in 
what we do in our classrooms. And personally, it was a thrill to 
spend time in China, have meaningful conversations with the 
teachers and visit some of Beijing’s major sites like the Great Wall 
and the Forbidden City.” 
 
All institutions expressed a willingness to continue with the 
collaboration. It is expected that teachers and administrators 
from the institutions will visit Vanier and John Abbott in the 
future to participate in workshops and watch some our classroom 
dynamics. Furthermore, we hope there will be more 
opportunities for Vanier and John Abbott teachers to visit the 
institutions in China. 

 
Judy Macdonald, International Education 

Rhys Adams, Physics Department 
 

Teaching Tip: Helping Introverts to Thrive in an Active 
Learning Classroom 

 
Student participation in 
group work is a key factor for 
achieving successful Active 
Learning (AL) strategies in 
the classroom. The 
psychological profile of 
extroverts seems to fit nicely 
with AL since these students 

are energized by social 
learning and tend to discover 
what they are thinking by 
speaking. However, an environment highly energized by social 
contact and discussion can become a source of stress for 
introverts, those quiet students who rarely speak up and tend to 
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shy away from classroom discussions and interactions. Introverts 
are energized by solitary learning and tend to prefer to think or 
write before speaking.  
 
Get to know your students and yourself 
As in any student-centered pedagogy, identifying students’ 
preferences, strengths, and areas for growth prior to designing 
effective AL group activities is paramount. Questionnaires, 
discussion, strengths inventory, and peer feedback forms can be 
used to determine students’ behavioral profile in terms of their 
comfort in engaging in social learning. Assessing your own 
personal attitude towards introversion and extroversion is 
equally important. Do you, as the teacher, attempt to turn your 
introvert students into extroverts (or vice-versa)?  Do you value 
one over the other? Do you feel intimidated by the highly 
energized environment of AL classrooms?   
 
Silence can be golden 
Regardless of how enthusiastically you as a teacher embraces AL 
strategies, it is important to recognize that the time spent not 
speaking has its own intrinsic value. Being able to listen and to 
process information are skills that introverts are more likely to 
possess than the most extroverted and gregarious students. To 
accommodate the introverts, we need to select strategies that 
best suit their behavioral characteristics and, at the same time, 
engage them with the course content by collaborating with peers. 
Finding a balance between timing and choice of more appropriate 
strategies seems to be the answer.  
 
Some approaches to consider in AL classrooms to accommodate 
introverts: 

 Introverts might find it easier to work, at least at the 
beginning, in small groups. When working in pairs, 
consider pairing an introvert with an extrovert, making 
sure both have roles.  

 Design classroom practices that create opportunities for 
all students to contribute. For example, introverts might 
be a better choice to compile the group’s findings and 
write a report.  

 After posing a question, always allow wait time for 
students to process the information before answering. 
Sometimes 10 seconds of silence feels like an 
unbearable eternity, but it is crucial to pace the 
discussion by giving enough time for everyone to think 
before answering. 

 Consider adaptations to AL strategies such as 
Think/Pair/Share or Think/Ink/Pair/Share. 

 Technology can help. Even when introverts know the 
answer, they might not want to raise their hands and 
speak in front of the class. However, they would feel less 
intimidated to use clickers or send a message through 
their mobile device. Instant messaging and web 
conferencing are also examples of alternate platforms 
for students to collaborate and communicate with each 
other and instructors, in real time. 

For more Active Learning teaching tips, check out the following: 
 

Teaching Tip: Participation in Lectures 

Teaching Tip: Designing Active Learning Activities 
Teaching Tip: The Role of Big Ideas in Active Learning 
 
Teaching Tip provided by Jailson Lima, Chemistry Department 
 
See this and other Teaching Tips on the PDO web page 
 

Jennifer Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 
 

Suicide Awareness Day – February 5, 2014 

 
The Vanier Counselling Centre will be in Jake's Mall from 11am - 
2pm on February 5th, 2014 for Suicide Awareness Day. Do a 
simple, quick quiz to learn more about suicide prevention and try 
out the computer game Mind Habits, which was developed by 
researchers at McGill to help with mood and depressive 
symptoms. 
 
Interested in volunteering to help with the computer game? 
Contact Leanne Rondeau at rondeaul@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
 
Don't miss it! 

 

Leanne Rondeau, The Counselling Centre 
 

Invitation au lancement d’Écrits interculturels 2013-2014 

 
Vous êtes chaleureusement conviés au lancement d’Écrits 
interculturels 2013-2014, œuvre collective d’étudiants du Collège 
Vanier qui ont participé au concours d’écriture sur 
l’interculturel Ouvrons nos fenêtres!  
 

Le lancement aura lieu le mercredi 5 février pendant la pause 
universelle, de 12 h à 13 h 30, au B-325. Les noms des gagnants 
seront dévoilés et les prix remis aux finalistes. Venez faire un tour 
et entendre les auteurs lire leurs chefs-d’œuvre!  
 

Un léger goûter et des rafraîchissements seront servis. 
 

Contactez Josée Tamiozzo au poste 7731 ou, par courriel, à 
tamiozzj@vaniercollege.qc.ca, pour confirmer votre présence. 
 

Rachel Jobin et Josée Tamiozzo, Département de Français 
 

Vanier Cafeteria menu and news 
 

The Cafeteria is now accepting debit card payments with a 
minimum $5 purchase.  Check out this week’s Main Menu for the 
week of February 3, 2014 attached at the end of Intercom. 
 

Cafeteria Hours 
Main Cafeteria:  Monday to Friday, 7:00 am to 3:30pm 
N-Building:  Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 3:30pm 
Jake’s Mall: Monday to Thursday 7:30 am to 7:30 pm and 

Friday from 7:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
If you have questions, comments or suggestions please contact 
Chantal Riffon, Vanier Cafeteria, extension 7938. 
 

Chantal Riffon, Vanier Cafeteria 
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Poet Gary Geddes to speak at Vanier 
 

Wednesday, February 5, 2014 
Amphitheatre B-223 

3:30 PM 
 

Vanier Liberal Arts invites you to 
come and enjoy a reading and talk 
by one of Canada’s finest poets, also 
a former professor at Concordia. 
Gary Geddes will perform and 
discuss his new selected poems, 
What Does A House Want?, which 
has received high praise from 
former poet laureate Billy Collins 
and novelist Mary Troy. 
 
Author and editor of 45 books of poetry, fiction, drama, non-
fiction, criticism, translation and anthologies, Geddes is also the 
recipient of a dozen national and international literary awards, 
including the Commonwealth Poetry Prize (Americas Region) and 
the Gabriela Mistral Prize from Chile. 

 

Kevin Bushell, English Department 
 

Water week at Vanier, 

 
For the third year in a row Vanier 
College is celebrating Water Week in 
order to underline the fact that we 
are the first Cegep in Montreal to 
stop the sale of disposable plastic 
water bottles. 
 

This year’s Water Week features an 
art installation in the Student Mall. The art exhibit is meant to 
evoke dynamics related to the global situation of water.  It 
consists of a pool representing an ocean and filled with about 
1,000 plastic bottles, an oil drum spilled onto a bird, and papier-
mâché, life-sized cow.  
 

Kenneth Tse, a first year 
Architectural Technology 
student is the principal artist 
behind the project. The cow 
required Tse’s skill as a 
graduate from our 
Communications program as a 
sculptor but also his 
architectural training in order 
to dissect and recreate an object. Tse believes art offers a key to 
portraying the world, but that art will always pale in comparison 
to the beauty of the natural world. “It’s ironic that we need to 
develop objects to re-create the natural world for people to see 
the beauty of nature,” he says. “A living creature is truly 
awesome but people look at it as ordinary. Art offers the 
opportunity to put people in touch with that beauty. Hopefully it 
can make them appreciate what they have around them and 
want to preserve it.” 
 

The project took three hundred hours of volunteer work to 
construct. Throughout Water Week, about 40 student volunteers 
will lead visitors individually through the exhibit and finish by 
giving them a reusable water bottle, donated by the VCSA, the 
Vanier College Student Association. The exhibit will then go on to 
tour other Cegeps. During its week at Vanier, the exhibit hopes to 
reach 1,000 visitors directly. 
 

Please come and see us in the Student Mall, 10am to 2pm, 
Monday to Friday. (Tuesday in the “Marketplace”) 
 

Richard Dugas, Student Services 
 

Amendment to Board of Directors procedures 

 
At its regular meeting on Tuesday January 28

th
 the Vanier Board 

of Directors approved an amendment to its procedures that will 
allow for a 30-minute question period before all future Board 
meetings.  Members of the Board agreed this could encourage 
members of the college community to participate in different 
debates taking place on campus. At the same time the initiative 
was introduced to foster a spirit of transparency and encourage 
debate on important issues affecting the Vanier community.   
 
Questions will be permitted on any matter that is under the 
jurisdiction of the Board. Participants will have a total of five 
minutes to ask their question as well as one follow-up question. 
The deadline for submitting questions will be the Friday 
preceding the Board meeting. The next Vanier Board of Directors 
meeting will be held March 11

th
 2014.  

 
Questions must be submitted to me in advance by email 
(beckerd@vaniercollege.qc.ca).  For more information please see 
the copy of the procedural amendment attached at the end of 
Intercom. 
 
Minutes of the December meeting 
As well, the minutes from last December’s Board of Directors 
meeting are also attached at the end of Intercom. I will be 
sending all future minutes from Board meetings to the Vanier 
community and they will also be posted on Vanier’s web-site 
under the Board of Directors section. 

 
Darren Becker, Vanier Corporate Affairs and Communications 

 

Support Staff Member on the  
Vanier College Board of Directors 

 
We are seeking a Support Staff Member on the Board of 
Directors for a three-year term: March 2014 – March 2017. 
 
As you may know, Burt Covit has been the Support Staff Member 
on the Vanier College Board of Directors since December 2007. 
Burt Covit has served two three-year terms and is not eligible for 
another term. Burt’s term ends March 6th, 2014. Therefore, we 
are currently seeking a Support Staff Member to the Board of 
Directors for a three-year term. 
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The Board of Directors is composed of members representing 
industry, faculty, professional staff, support staff, students, 
administration, graduates and parents. The Board of Directors 
usually meets six times per year on Tuesday evenings. 
 
Interested candidates must belong to the Vanier College Support 
Personnel Association (VCSPA) and must obtain the signature of 
three of its members in order to be nominated. The nomination 
form is available www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/board-of-directors and 
must be submitted by 4:00 pm Friday, February 14, 2014 to the 
Office of the Director of Communications and Corporate Affairs 
(F-229). 
 
An official list of interested candidates will be published in 
Intercom as well as sent to all VCSPA members via email on 
Monday, February 17, 2014. 
 
Candidates will be responsible for their own campaigning. An 
information session will be arranged upon a candidate’s request 
to the Office of the Director of Communications and Corporate 
Affairs.  
 
A validated College ID (there will be no exceptions) will be 
required to vote during the election on Thursday, February 27, in 
the Carrefour (“F” wing, 2

nd
 floor) 9:30-11:30 am and 1:30-4:00 

pm. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, advance voting from February 24 to 
February 26 may be arranged by appointment only, by calling 
Marisa Cannatelli (ext. 7525), before February 24

th
. 

 
Election results will be published in Intercom March 3

rd
. The 

elected Support Staff Member will attend the scheduled Board of 
Directors meeting of March 11, 2014.  
 
For additional information, please call Marisa Cannatelli (ext. 
7525). 

Darren Becker, Communications and Corporate Affairs 
 

The Business Administration International Exchange 
Program keeps growing  
 

38 French/Belgian Business Admin Exchange Students and 8 Hypermedia 
Exchange Students from France at the Farewell Dinner December 2013  
 

The Vanier Business Administration International Exchange 
program keeps growing and going strong. For nearly a decade, 
the Business Administration department has been forging 
relationships and partnerships with European institutions and 

developing an international exchange program that has 
benefitted hundreds of students.  
 
In 2010, the Vanier Micropublishing 
and Hyper Media department joined 
in the exchange program.  In 2012, 
the program expanded again to 
include Belgian students who spend 
a semester at Vanier.  Finally last 
fall, Vanier students went to 
Belgium. 
 
During the Fall 2013 semester, four 
Vanier business students (Kasandra 
Milbradt, Mazri Hafiz, Mariana 
Sierra Alonso and Stephanie 
DiBacco) were chosen from twenty applicants to spend a 
semester studying at the Haute École de la Province de Liège 
(HEPL). They were studying business, in a special English language 
program with classmates from across Europe and as far away as 
South Korea and Mexico.  
 

One of the courses that they 
took was Entrepreneurship 
where the students had to 
develop a new product and 
present it to a panel of 
experts. The students were 
then given the chance to sell 
their ideas directly to the 
judges in a professional trade 
show setting. It was a truly 

positive hands-on learning experience. 
 
Since this was the first cohort 
to study in Liege, I visited the 
school to get a firsthand 
account of the opportunities 
and challenges. Part of an 
effective exchange is the 
chance to exchange views with 
colleagues and to share 
successful practices.  During my 
brief visit I also had the 
opportunity to teach business workshops to students at HEPL. 
 
In addition to the 4 students presently at Vanier from France and 
Belgium, we also have Vanier 12 students who will head to four 
cities in France (Paris, Montbeliard, Vannes and Troyes) this April 
to complete internships. 
 
A special thank you goes out to the International Department, the 
Vanier Foundation and CEGEP International for helping to secure 
financial support. 
 

George Dracapoulos, Business Administration 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/board-of-directors


THURSDAY, February 6th 

8:30 – 10:00 BRIAN ABOUD (Vanier College)
Spaces of Deception: Urban change and its concealments -- the case of the 
Syrian neighbourhood in Old Montreal between 1900 and the1930s

This presentation explores the idea of deception in relation to urban space and espe-
cially to change in urban space using, as an illustrative case, the emergence/appear-
ance of a Syrian neighbourhood in Old Montreal at the beginning of the 20th century 
and its subsequent dissolution and disappearance some thirty years later.  Several 
central propositions include:  that urban change effects a kind of deception; that this 
deception obscures or conceals a range of human actions and social relations that 
shaped and produced the space; that strategies of challenging the deception -- e.g. 
reconstruction – may effect a deception of their own.  

10:00 -11:30 DAVID SHANTZ (Archambault Correctional Institute)
If We Knew the Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth, Would It 
Really Help Us to Live Truthfully?

Within the Canadian Justice system both the offender and the victim are required 
to declare the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. At first glance this 
appears to be a foolproof method of obtaining a conviction. In reality this is not what 
happens.  The offender and the victim each desire the truth of the event to be slant-
ed in their favor. How can we discern not only motives and intentions but also their 
bias and prejudice which misdirect the discerning process?  Since truth distortion is 
accepted at a very early age, the tolerance of deception sadly becomes entrenched in 
society.  Is there any benefit to living truthfully?

FRIDAY, February 7th

8:30 – 10:00  MARIKA HADZIPETROS (Vanier College)
Lying with Facts: Conspiracy theories and truth-telling

People often find conspiracy theories attractive when they suspect they are being 
deceived. Conspiracy theories provide a truth that confirms this suspicion:  these 
are the people lying to you, and this how they manipulate you. One of the strengths 
of such theories is that they present evidence that is easily confirmed, or generally 
known. Although conspiracy theories often provide many facts to support their allega-
tions, they use these facts as a means of deception. Taking facts out of context is a 
particularly insidious way to deceive. It provides a compelling version of events, but 
invites the curious to “check” on its claims.  

10:00 – 11:30  KATIE GIBBS (Evidence for Democracy; University of Ottawa, 
Biology) No science, No evidence, No truth, No democracy

There have been drastic changes to science in Canada in recent years.  These 
changes have happened in three distinct ways: reduction in the ability of government 
scientists to communicate their research to the public, the erosion of our science 
capacity, and a reduction in the role of evidence in policy decisions. Science and evi-
dence are essential elements for a functioning democracy.  These concerns have led 
to a more vocal scientific community as well as the formation of Evidence for Democ-
racy - a new science-led, national, non-partisan, non-profit organization advocating 
for science and evidence-based policies in Canada.  

With thanks to the FSGS for its support and to the VCTA for its contribution.



The 2014 VANIER COLLEGE HUMANITIES SYMPOSIUM
Feb. 3rd – Feb. 7th      
 
LYING AND OTHER MISDIRECTIONS
Lying and other kinds of misdirection are frequent occurrences in our everyday lives, 
and most of us feel a certain uneasiness when we ourselves lie. Worse, perhaps, 
we often feel slighted or manipulated by being misled. This year’s symposium will 
explore lying, highlighting implications for both the individual and society. While 
the intentional deception of others is one of the clearest illustrations of lying, the 
symposium probes a variety of other kinds of deceit  as well.  From self-deception to 
cheating, from criminal testimony to political propaganda, from secrecy to silencing, 
the Humanities Symposium aims to reveal the complex nature of our relationship to 
falsehood. 

Open to the public, with special invitation to the Vanier community of students, 
teachers and staff.
 
All events take place in the auditorium (A-103).

MONDAY, February 3rd

10:00 – 11:30 MATTHEW BEHRENS (TASC and Homes not Bombs)
Making Visible the Invisible: How nonviolent direct action can expose, 
confront, and transform situations of injustice

This talk will demonstrate how grass roots efforts tackle corporate and governmen-
tal secrecy and lack of accountability, and how, on the other hand, rationales from 
private property to national security are used to perpetuate injustice based on secrets 
and lies. Specific examples include exposing Canadian complicity in the torture of 
Abdullah Almalki, Ahmad El Maati and Muayyed Nureddin, and also finding church 
sanctuary for refugees at risk of deportation to torture.

2:30 – 4:00  SEVAK MANJIKIAN (Vanier College)
Lance Armstrong

Lance Armstrong’s lies and deceit have harmed the image of professional cycling and 
the sport in general. However, his actions also mirror some of the unethical and dan-
gerous behaviour currently being normalized in various levels of society today.  This 
presentation will track Armstrong’s rise and fall and juxtapose his journey with some 
of the lack of ethics exhibited in certain sectors of North American society. 

TUESDAY, February 4th

8:30 – 10:00 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: RANDAL MARLIN 
(Carleton University, Philosophy)
Truth, Lies and Propaganda: Seeking ethical communication in an Age 
of Spin

Manipulative discourse is ever-present in the modern world. Recognizing different 
forms of propaganda is important for preserving autonomy. But artless expression of 

unvarnished truth can also run afoul of ethical norms such as charity and consider-
ateness. This lecture will explore different aspects and dimensions of truth, good-
ness and beauty as they apply to the ethics of communication in both personal and 
political spheres.

4:00 – 5:30  SCOTT TAYLOR (contributor to the Halifax Herald, the Embassy 
Magazine, Ottawa Citizen, Maclean’s magazine, the Globe and Mail, Indian 
Defense Review, and Al Jazeera.) 
(FILM) Myths for Profit: Canada’s role in industries of war and peace 

A dramatic, exposé documentary unveils the specific interests and profits that are 
made by certain corporations, individuals and agencies within Canada. By debunking 
three primary myths of peacekeeping, reconstruction, and defense, the film probes 
the possible motives underpinning these misrepresentations, and reveals who may 
stand to gain by maintaining these misconceptions. Only by breaking down these 
myths can we hope to understand how these systems of power operate, and then 
help empower people across Canada to challenge them.

WEDNESDAY, February 5th

10:30 – 12:00  MIA CONSALVO (Concordia University, Communications)
Cheating and Social Network Games: Cheating 2.0?
Almost everyone cheats in videogames at some point. That’s what early research 
about cheating in games has told us. But how do things change when we consider 
games that are played via Facebook and other social network platforms, compared 
to Xbox 360 or Playstation 3 games? Do players’ views about cheating and their spe-
cific cheating practices change as a result of a shift between gaming platforms? This 
talk looks at players and how their views about cheating change (or not) when games 
move to social networks, and also how social network platforms themselves shape 
the possibilities for cheating or not in regular gameplay.

1:30 – 3:00  SPECIAL HUMANITIES LECTURE: NEIL CAPLAN 
(Scholar in residence, Vanier; Concordia University, History)
The Elusive Quest for Truth in the Israel-Palestine Conflict
Perhaps more than other unresolved, protracted international disputes, the Israel-
Palestine conflict poses special challenges for neutral observers, owing to more than 
a century of disinformation, propaganda, and indoctrination. Each of the contesting 
parties has built up its own exclusivist narratives based on fear of “the other” and 
feelings of righteous victimhood, resulting in distortions, delusions and multiple 
conflicting versions of “the truth.”  This talk will examine the obstacles not only to 
discovering “the truth” about the conflict, but even the more modest goal of generat-
ing a corpus of reliable and even-handed scholarship on the subject. 

3:30 – 5:00  DAVID  KOLOSZYC (Vanier College)
On Truth and Lies in the Psychoanalytic Sense

This presentation will discuss some key concepts that inform Freud’s understanding 
of self-deception and the manner in which his ideas concerning the relationship be-
tween truth and fiction, fantasy and reality, and reason and desire offer a significant 
reinterpretation of the Enlightenment project’s central principles: progress, educa-
tion, and liberty. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Semaine 3 

Week 3 

Lundi 

Monday 

Mardi 

Tuesday 

Mercredi 

Wednesday 

Jeudi 

Thursday 

Vendredi 

Friday 

SOUPE / POTAGE 
 

KETTLE CLASSICS 

Soupe aux tomates et au riz 
Tomato and rice soup 

Soupe au chou frisé et miso 
Kale and miso soup 

Soupe aux pâtes et  
aux haricots 

Pasta and bean soup 

Soupe de poisson à la thaïe 
Thai fish soup 

Soupe au poulet et  
aux nouilles 

Chicken and noodle soup 

Choix du chef 
Chef’s choice 

Crème de courge d’hiver 
Cream of winter squash 

Crème d’épinards 
Cream of spinach 

Crème de légumes 
Cream of vegetables 

Crème de poireaux 
Cream of leek 

SAVEURS DU MONDE 
Option végétarienne 

Possibilité quotidienne de 
remplacer le plat principal par 

une salade de fèves ou de 
légumes secs (175 ml)  

du bar à salades 
 

WORLD FLAVOURS 
Veggie Option 

A bean or legume salad (175 ml)  
will be offered daily at the  
salad bar as a vegetarian  

substitute to the main dish 

 
 

Côtelette de veau  
à la parmesane 

Veal cutlet parmigiana 

Sauté de porc aux légumes, 
sauce hoisin 

Hoisin pork sauté with vegetables 

Bœuf et nouilles Shanghai 
Shanghai beef noodles 

Tajine d’agneau 
Lamb Tajine 

Option végétarienne 

Cannelloni au fromage et 
sauce aux tomates 

Veggie Option 
Cheese cannelloni and tomato sauce 

 Cari de poisson 
Fish curry 

Dinde à la coréenne 
Korean turkey 

Option végétarienne 

Sandwich au falafel  
sur pita 

Veggie Option 
Falafel pita sandwich 

Choix du chef 
Chef’s choice 

Poulet San Diego 
San Diego chicken 

 
Option végétarienne 
Ragoût de légumes 

Veggie Option 
Harvest stew 

Option végétarienne 
Pâtes et sauté de légumes 

Veggie Option 
Pasta and sautéed vegetables 

Cassoulet 
Cassoulet 

Option végétarienne 

Burritos aux légumes grillés 
Veggie Option 

Grilled vegetable burritos 

Poisson cajun cuit au four 
Cajun-style baked fish 

Accompagnement 
Side dish 

Pâtes aux herbes 
Herb pasta 

Nouilles asiatiques 
Asian noodles 

Riz épicé 
Spiced rice 

Pommes de terre  
aux herbes 

Herbed potatoes 

Riz pilaf 
Pilaf rice 

Légumes / Salade 
Vegetables / Salad 

Macédoine de légumes 
Vegetable medley 

Mélange de légumes  
à l’asiatique 

Asian-style vegetable medley 

Mélange de légumes à la 
californienne 

California-style vegetable medley 

Pois verts 
Green peas 

Carottes sautées persillées 
Sautéed carrots and parsley 

Mélange printanier de laitues 
Spring lettuce mix 

Salade de haricots 
méditerranéenne 

Mediterranean bean salad 

Salade du chef 
Chef’s salad 

Salade de pâtes 
Pasta salad 

Salade César 
Caesar salad 

Desserts Tous les jours, il y aura un choix de fruits en coupe, de desserts à base de lait, de yogourts, de desserts à base de grains entiers et de fruits frais. 
A selection of fruit cups, milk-based desserts, yogurts, whole grain-based desserts, and fresh fruits will be available every day. 



PROCEDURAL AMENDMENT FOR VANIER BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS 
 

 Each regular meeting of the Vanier Board of Directors shall be preceded by a question 
period that will last a MAXIMUM of 30 minutes and this between 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m.;  
 

 The question period will be presided by the Board of Directors Chairperson; 
 

 Only questions submitted in advance via e-mail to the office of Vanier’s Director of 
Corporate Affairs (beckerd@vaniercollege.qc.ca) will be accepted.  The deadline for 
submitting questions will be the Friday preceding the Board of Directors Meeting.  
 

 Each person will be entitled to a MAXIMUM of one question and one follow-up 
question; 
 

 Each individual will have a maximum of 5 (FIVE) minutes for their intervention, including 

their introductory statement, question and one follow-up question. 

 

 Only two questions on the same subject matter will be allowed per meeting from two 

different individuals.   

 

 Each individual will be able to ask a question on any topic related to Vanier College’s 

Board of Directors even if the subject does not appear on the agenda of the meeting. 

However, in the case of a special board meeting only questions related to the item on 

the agenda of the special Board of Directors meeting will be accepted.  

 
 
 

mailto:beckerd@vaniercollege.qc.ca


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

313 
The Three Hundredth and Thirteenth Meeting of the Board of Directors of Vanier 
College held on Tuesday, December 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m., at Via Marcello 
Restaurant, located at1790 Côte Vertu, Ville St. Laurent, Quebec. 

 
Present: Réal Thibault, Chair James Kromida  Regrets: Kathy Assayag 
 Joe Caprera   Victor Muñiz-Fraticelli       John Cigana 
 Burt Covit   Jean-François Parent 
 Chris Hall   Miranda Rafuse 
 Sylvie Galarneau  Omar Riaz 
 Martine Gauthier  Norm Spatz 
 Gilbert Héroux  Caroline Woolrich 
 Judy Ingerman 
 
 Darren Becker, Director of Communications and Corporate Affairs 
 
313-1 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 It was moved by B. Covit and seconded by G. Héroux that the Agenda be approved. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
313-2 CHAIRPERSON’S OPENING REMARKS 

Réal Thibault welcomed Darren Becker, Director of Communications and Corporate 
Affairs. Réal mentioned that the new Director General Normand W. Bernier as well as 
the Cadres were invited to join Board members for a holiday meal. 

 
313-3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 312th Regular Board Meeting of November 19, 2013 

It was moved by B. Covit and seconded by J. Caprera that the Minutes of the 312th 
Regular Board Meeting of November 19, 2013 be approved with the addition of the 
vote for the 2012-2013 Financial Statements: All in favor 11; Against 0; Abstentions 3. 
 

 All in favor: 8 
 Against:  0 
 Abstentions: 2 
 
313-4 BUSINESS ARISING 

A) Academic Dean’s Renewal Update 
Gilbert Héroux, Director General, mentioned that the process is on track and that the 
Mandate Renewal Committee will bring its recommendation, as planned at the 
January Board meeting.  

…/2 
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313-5 DIRECTORS’ REPORT 
 

A) Director General’s Report 
Gilbert Héroux, Director General mentioned he had no report. 
 
B) Academic Dean’s Report 
Martine Gauthier, Academic Dean reported on the Student Success Plan, the 
Commission d’évaulation de l’enseignement collégial (CEEC) Recommendations, 
Competency Based Education and the needs of new teachers and coordinators. 
 
The Academic Dean’s Report is appended to the Official Minutes. 
 

313-6 ACADEMIC COUNCIL’S REPORT 
Miles DeNora, Vice-Chair of Academic Council reported on the Council meeting of 
November 29th.  
 
The Academic Council Report is appended to the Official Minutes. 
 

313-7 NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) VCTA Motion 
A brief discussion took place as to why the motion was being presented to the Board 
and how many cegeps had already passed a similar motion. 
 
It was moved by N. Spatz and seconded by O. Riaz that the Vanier College Board of 
Directors approve that the Quebec Treasury Board recognize that college teachers 
should have their own salary scale, separate from that of primary and secondary 
teachers; a salary scale that clearly recognizes that college teachers are part of higher 
education; recognition of master’s degrees and doctoral diplomas, in line with the 
intervals between the levels (echelons) established in the December 2002 
agreement. 

 
 In favor:  11 
 Against:  0 
 Abstentions: 2 

 
  B) Academic Council Membership 2013-2014 

It was moved by N. Spatz and seconded by O. Riaz that the Vanier College Board of 
Directors ratifies the following nomination to the Academic Council for the Winter 
2014 semester:  Marie Gribbon     -     Faculty Member, Science and General Studies 

 
 Motion carried. 

…/3 
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313-8 GOOD & WELFARE 

Réal Thibault thanked G. Héroux as this was his last meeting. Réal announced that 
the next Executive Committee meeting will be held January 20 and the next Board 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28th. 

 
313-9 ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by B. Covit and seconded by J.-F. Parent that, the meeting adjourn. 
 
Motion carried. 

 
 
 



Come and enjoy a reading and talk 
by one of Canada’s finest poets, also 
a former professor at Concordia. 
Gary Geddes will perform and 
discuss his new selected poems, 
What Does A House Want?, which has 
received high praise from former 
poet laureate Billy Collins and 
novelist Mary Troy.

Author and editor of 45 books of 
poetry, fiction, drama, non-fiction, 
criticism, translation and anthologies, 
Geddes is also the recipient of a dozen 
national and international literary 
awards, including the Commonwealth 
Poetry Prize (Americas Region) and 
the Gabriela Mistral Prize from Chile.

Wednesday 
February 5  
3:30 p.m.
Amphitheatre (B-223)

Free

Sponsored by

What Does A House Want?
     

 by Gary Geddes
         

         (Red Hen Press)

Liberal Arts, Vanier College



FROM VANIER 
TO LEADER OF 
THE OPPOSITION
Vanier College welcomes 
VANIER GRADUATE  

THOMAS  
MULCAIR 

The Honorable Thomas Mulcair, head of the NDP Party of Canada 
and Leader of the Official Opposition in Canada will visit Vanier and 
speak to the Vanier Community and our students in particular.

          Hear his personal story of how he went from Vanier College 
        to law to politics.

          Ask questions on issues that interest you such as women in 
        politics, leadership, discrimination and social justice and 
        sustainability.

INFORMATION
EVENT When: Thursday, February 13, 2014 

Where: Vanier Auditorium, A-103
Time: 1:00 to 2:15 PM

821 Sainte-Croix 
Montréal, QC  H4L 3X9
514.744.7500
www.vaniercollege.qc.ca




