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YEAH Cheetahs! 2012 Bol d’Or Champions! 
 

 

The Vanier College Division 1 Football Cheetahs won their 4
th

 Bol 
d'Or Championship in 7 years, defeating the Champlain-
Lennoxville Cougars 25-19 in a hard-fought match held in Quebec 
City on Saturday afternoon. 
 

Vanier managed to keep Lennoxville's potent offence off of the 
score sheet while they built a 12-0 lead. However, the Cougars 
finally put together some scoring drives and the score was 12-10 
at the half. A field goal gave the Cougars a 13-12 lead, but then 
Vanier replied with a nifty TD passing play to re-take the lead 19-
13. The Cougars replied with a TD of their own.  After missing the 
convert, the score was 19-19. At the end of the 3

rd
 quarter, 

Vanier QB Hugo Richard connected with one of his favourite 
targets, Dev Lamour, and the Cheetahs had the lead again 25-19. 
 

From that point on, the Cheetahs defense closed the door and we 
held on for the stirring championship victory. Congratulations to 
Coach Peter Chryssomalis and the entire team for a great year 
(the team finished with a 9-1 record) and a great post-season, 
too. Way to go, Cheetahs! 
 

Denis Lafontaine, ITSS 

 

The English Symposium: A Success! 

 
The symposium Language and Writing in the 21

st
 Century was the 

English Department’s first large symposium, and what a learning 
experience and a journey it was! The symposium exceeded my 
expectations and I would like to thank all of those who 
contributed to its success.  
 
Thank you to my fellow members of the organizing committee: 
Anne Bernard, Maria Chiras, Erin Churchill, Erica James, Vanessa 
Vandergrift and Alan Wong. The symposium was a reflection of 
these individuals’ personalities and passions and they should feel 
very proud of it.  
 
Thank you to the Dean of Science and General Studies, Eric 
Lozowy, and Mark Cohen, the English Department Coordinator, 
for believing in our vision and encouraging us along the way. 
Thank you to Wendy Ault and Claude Campbell in the General 
Studies office for all of their help, patience and kindness.  
 
Thank you also to those English teachers whose involvement 
made the symposium even better than I had imagined: Stacey 
DeWolfe, Matt Goldberg, Marianne Lynch, Pam Berlow, Anthony 
Granato, Dana Bath, Jessica Murphy, Kevin Bushell, Simon 
McAslan and Spiridoula Photopoulos.  
 
Thank you to those members of the Vanier community who 
helped in all kinds of very important ways: Justin Deguire, David 
Scott, Bev Chandler, Marguerite Corriveau, Annabelle Kennedy, 
David Spadotto, Mike Demole, Robert Isabelle and Loïc Boyer. It 
was a pleasure working with you all.  
 
Thank you to those students who participated in the Student 
Panel and in the Coffee House. Thank you to Mark Prentice and 
Sevak Manjikian for the moral support and the organizing tips.  
 

2012 English Symposium  
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Thank you to the Faculty of Science and General Studies, the 
VCTA, and the English Department for sponsoring the event. 
 
Thank you to all the speakers and performers who came to Vanier 
to share their knowledge and their stories. Thank you to the 
teachers who brought classes to these events, or encouraged 
students to come, and to all of those members of the Vanier 
community—staff, teachers, administration, students, who came 
to hear the presentations. It was wonderful to see you all there, 
and to share in that vibrant, creative and intellectual energy that 
the symposium sparked. I hope to see you all again next year! 
 

Heather Robb, English Department  
 

Henry Lehmann Gallery new show 

 
 

Aberration 
 

November 19-23, 2012 
 

Artists: Carol-Ann Ware, Erica Mason, Carmelia Acosta,  
Razanah Silawi, Costadina Georgaros, Diana Will 

 

The opening will be held on Wednesday November 21, 2012 
12:30 to 2:00 PM 

 

Dan Stefik, Communications, Art, Media and Theatre 
 

Vanier College Strategic Plan:  2013-2018 

 
We’ve been working diligently and steadily to set the stage for 
involving you—the College Community—in the strategic planning 
process.  The “WE” refers to two committees:  the Strategic Plan 
Steering Committee (SPSC) and the Strategic Plan Advisory 
Committee (SPAC).   
 
Progress so far:   

 The Self-Evaluation of our current strategic plan—
including over-all assessment and follow-up plans—is 
now complete.   

 

 The Proposal:  2013-2018 Strategic Plan Development 
Process (including the time line) has been approved by 
Academic Council and the Board of Directors. 
 

 Work on the “Environmental Scan”—a comprehensive 
description and analysis of the context for our strategic 
planning—is well underway.  The internal part of the 
Scan describes our students: their characteristics, 

success and retention rates, work lives, obstacles they 
face, strengths they bring to the college. Our resources--
human, financial, technological, facilities, services—are 
also part of the internal Scan. The external Scan focuses 
on the societal factors we will need to consider as we 
plan forward to 2018:  demographic shifts, technological 
changes, employment forecasts, the political 
environment, etc.  We look forward to posting a draft of 
this important document within the next week or two. 
 

 The first consultation—where we seek your comments 
and suggestions regarding draft Mission, Vision and 
Values statements—will begin soon.   
 

 And—Oh JOY!—the Strategic Plan 2013-2018 Website—
though still a work in progress—is ready for your 
viewing.  We hope you will visit it often.   
 

Right now, it contains some of the documents 
mentioned above; others will be uploaded very soon.   
http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/strategic-plan/     

 
Shirley Pettifer, Strategic Plan Facilitator/Coordinator  

 

Help for preparing legible camera-ready copy for your 
courses packs 

 
This year’s course pack order deadline for Winter 2013 course 
packs is December 14

th  

 
The legibility of the Course Packs that we sell to students depends 
on the quality of the camera-ready copy you provide. If you have 
trouble in developing good copy from books and articles, come to 
the Print Shop B-121. We will assist you, or do the job for you.  
 

Mike Demole, Printing Services 
 

Teaching Tip:  Thinking outside the Power Point box 

 
Check out the full version of this 
Teaching Tip here 
 
PowerPoint has become a 
ubiquitous tool in teaching. 
Perhaps a little too ubiquitous. 
While it is a great way to make our 
lectures and presentations more 
accessible to our visual learners, it 
also has the tendency to allow our 
students to grab a bag of popcorn 
and sit back while they enjoy the 
show. 
 
Here are a few things to consider when you are preparing your 
class activities with PowerPoint. 
 
Not your Notes 
When preparing your PowerPoint presentation, remember your 
audience. Your PowerPoint should be a visual support to your 
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learners, not lecture notes for yourself. When you put together 
your PowerPoint, ask yourself how each slide is going to help 
your students to learn  
 
Stay Flexible 
Don’t be tied to the slides. Many teachers feel they need to get 
through all of the information on their PowerPoint presentation 
before class ends. As students get involved with the material they 
start to ask questions. A discussion ensues and the class engages 
in some active learning. Then the teacher remembers their 
PowerPoint presentation and thinks, “Oh my goodness, I only 
have 10 minutes left and I still have 15 slides to cover!” They rush 
through each slide and they don’t take time to answer questions 
or clarify points. 
 
Less is More 
As a visual aid you need to give your viewers time to absorb what 
they see on the screen. Filling a slide with bullet points, graphs, 
charts, data or images makes it hard for the viewer to follow 
what is happening. Consider the information you have on the 
slides, and how long you want to spend on that topic with your 
class. If it’s an important topic you might want to spend more 
time on that slide. There’s nothing wrong with spending an entire 
lecture on one slide, if there is one really important topic 
 
The Word is the Key 
When presenting information on your PowerPoint try to use 
keywords. In fact, the best way to reduce the information 
overflow from a slide is to just use keywords. To see how 
effective this can be, check out this presentation by Dick Hardt on 
identity using only keywords.  
 
Back to Being Active 
PPT presentations tend to become very teacher centred. This lets 
your students put all the work on your shoulders while they just 
sit back and watch. It also means that your students don’t get as 
many opportunities to think about or practice using the skills you 
are teaching them, which makes it harder for them to really learn. 
Make sure that you break up your lectures with classroom 
activities that give your students the chance to get actively 
involved with the material you are teaching. 
 

See this and other Teaching Tips on the PDO web page 
 

Jen Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 

 

IT Showcase @ the PDO 
 

Moodle 2.2 
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

Time: Universal Break, 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 
Location: PDO Office, Room F-217 

 

Vanier has upgraded its Moodle to 2.2. Come see what Moodle 
has to offer and if it is the right choice for your active learning 
and flipped classroom needs. 
 

Animator: Jen Mitchell, IT Pedagogical Advisor 
We hope to see you there! 
 

Jen Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 

Wednesday: Noël Spinelli Vocal Scholarships Recital 

 
The Music Department is having an extra-special concert this 
week.  
 
In addition to our usual excellent classical singers from the studio 
of Tamara Vickerd, we are staging our ninth annual Noël Spinelli 
vocal scholarships recital. Mr. Spinelli will be our special guest as 
the singers—current students, alumni and teachers—put on a 
dazzling display of vocal dexterity, performing a variety of works 
from all sorts of musical genres.  
 
If you are a classical music aficionado, then make your way down 
to the Vanier Auditorium on Wednesday at Universal Break to 
catch the show. I promise you won’t be disappointed! 
 

Glen Ethier, Music Department 
 

Peer Teaching Course 

 
The Peer Teaching course is a special B-Block English course (603-
HS course) open to students in all programs and offered every 
winter semester.  Every fall, I recruit students with strong English 
language skills who are interested in learning how to tutor/teach 
and help other students. This course is an opportunity for 
exceptional students to gain valuable pedagogical experience 
while also obtaining a B-Block (603-HS) English grade.   
 
Please encourage motivated and interested students in your 
classes to apply for my course by Friday, November 30, 2012. The 
students who apply must have already taken two English courses 
and passed them with a grade of 75% or over.  Furthermore, they 
must be students who have not yet completed a B-Block English 
course.  Application forms are available at my office (N-554) and 
at the FSGS Dean’s office (B-208).  
 
The applicants will be interviewed in early December and 
selected according to their level of excellence, commitment, and 
responsibility. 
 
If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at ext. 7271 or send me an email at 
photopos@vaniercollege.qc.ca  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

Spiridoula Photopoulos, English Department 
 

Children’s Cultural Holiday Party  

 
Please join us for a wonderful Children’s Holiday Party! 

 
Sunday, December 9

th
, 2012 

 
Schedule of Events: 
 
Fun activities in the gym (Sports Complex) 10am – 12pm 
Light lunch and visit with Santa (Cafeteria) 12pm – 3pm 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=2ZEmyu0n80A
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Free swim for all 3pm – 4:30pm 
 
Children, grandchildren, siblings, nieces and nephews (ages 1-16) 
of Vanier students, faculty and staff are all welcome. 
 
Register your attendance online or the VCTA office (C-101) by 
November 23, 2012.  
 

Christine Legault, Purchasing Department 
 

Annual Holiday Craft Fair 

 
Our annual Holiday Craft Fair will be taking place 

on: 
Tuesday, December 4

th
, 2012 in the  

Student Mall from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

Don't miss out on the chance to buy handmade jewelry, candles, 
lavender sachets, treats for pets, wildlife photographs, Christmas 
ornaments and more - all made by our very own faculty, staff and 
students. 
 
Find some great gift ideas for the holidays and special occasions. 
We accept cash or cheque only. 
 
A portion of the money will be donated to the Vanier College 
Foundation to help a needy Vanier student.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Nora Soukiassian, Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts and Letters 
 

Sustainability News 

 
Opus & cie 
Once again, Vanier College is offering a special promotion for 
Opus & cie. Just like last year, Vanier will subsidize your public 
transit: if you buy a yearly STM Opus card, you will get two 
months free! Register at:   
http://opuscie.stm.telmatik.com/Pages/Subscribe.aspx?Language
=en  . Enter this Employer code: T3R4VZ3E  
If you take the transit daily and are not covered by the STM, the 
Sustainability Officer would like to hear from you in order to 
assess how to best support your good habits.  
 
Battery recycling 
Vanier chooses to recycle our communities’ domestic batteries as 
part of an education process. We collect about 500 lbs. of 
batteries a year! Batteries are considered dangerous residual 
matter when they are spent and they should never go into the 
regular garbage.  
 
There are many other such products (consumer electronics, paint, 
powerful cleaning products, etc.). Most municipalities offer 
residential pick-up or a drop off point (Eco-Centers in Montreal). 
Please take advantage of these municipal programs as Vanier 
pays for our battery disposal and our bins are meant mainly as a 
way to educate students about how to properly dispose of their 
dangerous goods.  

100-mile dinner 
Friday, November 23

rd
 is the date for the second annual 100-mile 

dinner. Please come support the students who have put this 
initiative together. Tickets are $15 (the main course is organic 
chicken), all food served comes from within 100 miles of 
Montreal; we are sponsored by LUFA farms!  
 
Tickets are on sale in the metro on Tuesday and Thursday.  
 

Richard Dugas, Student Services 
 

Toonie Tuesday and Wacky Wednesday are back!  

 
Toonie Tuesday is on November 27th in the Student Mall and 
Wacky Wednesday (which is the equivalent of Toonie Tuesday 
but held in the N Bldg.) will take place on November 28h in the N 
Building from 10am-2pm. We are having our next bake 
sale/fundraiser to raise money for our students in need.  We can 
use help from people in a number of ways. 
 
Those participating are to sign-up at Student Services before 
Monday November 26. We have a list there to let us know how 
many people are baking and who is volunteering their time to 
help us sell the baked goods. Please identify what you are baking 
and label the ingredients. People can bake and bring their goods 
on the morning (before 10am) of November 27th to Student 
Services in C203 and on November 28th to the N Building in 
N123D. 
 
Donations (please bring your Toonies and more) will also be 
accepted as the bake sales takes place, our student financial need 
is as great as ever! Tax receipts will be available for donations of 
$10 and more, cheques should be made out to the Vanier 
College Foundation. 
 
Thank You for your help and support, our goal is to make this a 
real huge community event that raises a great deal of money for 
our students. Food banks in the Montreal area are in the highest 
demand ever – more people are using them to get by! 

 
Jim Atkinson, Student Services 

 

Foundation Funding Report Autumn 2012 
 

The Vanier College Foundation Board has approved funding for 
following A12 semester projects: 
 

International Education: $26,215 
 

Sustainability: $2,500 
 

Students in Need: $8,525 (Includes Textbook Loan Program; 
Food vouchers; Emergency Loans) 
 

Entrance Scholarships: $6,000 
 

Science Networking Project: $2,500 
 

This brings the A12 funding total to: $45,740 
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I wanted to personally thank all our generous donors who 
continue to support Vanier students. If you would like more 
information about making a donation (tax deductible over $10), 
please do not hesitate to contact me (x7098) or fill out an 
employee payroll deduction form: http://bit.ly/WaymA9. 
 

Jonathan Goldman, Vanier Foundation  
 

Vanier Students do us proud on TV5 Monde and Radio 
Canada talking about the Goncourt des lycéens 2012 

 
Congratulations to French teacher Catherine Duranleau and her 
students who represented Québec at the Goncourt des lycéens 
2012.  They all made it into the news in France and here in 

Canada.  Check out the item on them that ran on the Wednesday 
November 14, 2012 news of TV5 Monde this week.  See it at: 
http://www.tv5.org/cms/chaine-francophone/info/p-1909-L-
actualite-en-
video.htm?jt=jt_monde&autostart=true&emission_index=1#jttop 
 
Later the same day, the news item was broadcast on the Radio 
Canada evening news show Le téléjournal.  In the afternoon our 
students were also interviewed on the highly-rated Désautels 
afternoon radio show on Radio Canada.  
 
What marvelous spokespersons and ambassadors they all were 
for Vanier College! 

 
Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 

 

Teaching Tip:  
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Children’s Cultural  

Holiday Party  
Sunday, December 9th, 2012 

Please join us for a wonderful Children’s Holiday Party! 

Schedule of Events: 

Fun activities in the gym (Sports Complex) 10am – 12pm 

Light lunch and visit with Santa (Cafeteria) 12pm – 3pm 

Free swim for all 3pm – 4:30pm 

Children, grandchildren, siblings, nieces and nephews  

(ages 1-16) of Vanier students, faculty and staff are all welcome. 

Register your attendance online or the VCTA office (c-101)  

by Nov. 23, 2012.  

Price of Admission is non-perishable food items! 

HURRY SPACES ARE LIMITED! 

 

http://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/staff/holiday-party

