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Social Science Festival 2012  

 
The Faculty of Social Science and Commerce is proud to 
announce that this year's Social Science Festival, BE ACTIVE, will 
commence on Monday, October 22, 2012. 
 
This year’s Festival will analyze the different ways in which people 
contribute towards the betterment of their communities and 
themselves.  A number of our guests have worked as political 
activists, attempting to alter the way in which our society 
functions.  Others have focused their activism towards more 
immediate concerns of health, food, empathy and love.  The hope 
of the week’s symposium is to demonstrate to our student body 
and wider college community the important role individuals and 
groups can play in shaping their world around them. 
 
The Social Science Festival was started in 2001 by Mark Prentice, 
an anthropology teacher at Vanier College. For more information 
about this year’s festival, please visit the Social Science Festival 
website or see the attached schedule of events. Teachers wishing 
to bring their classes to specific events should notify Sevak 
Manjikian by email at manjikis@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

Sevak Manjikian, Religious Studies 

 

Midterm Assessment 

 
The Midterm Assessment OMNIVOX module is now active on the 
Teachers page of Vanier’s home page. The submission deadline is 
at midnight on Wednesday, October 24.  Instructions for online 
submission of Midterm Assessments were distributed to all 
teachers on October 12. If you have any questions regarding 
Midterm Assessments, please call Popie Marinakis at 7108. 
 

Thomas Ingerman, Registrar 

 

 

Call for Applications: Meg Sircom Memorial Scholarship 

 
Please encourage students who like to write fiction, poetry, 
personal essays or other creative work, and who have good 
grades in English, to apply for the Meg Sircom Memorial 
Scholarship. 
 
Meg Sircom was an English teacher at our college from 2001-
2011.  She was a fiction writer, and valued both academic and 
creative writing. 
 
Scholarship amount: $500 
 
Requirements: 

 The student has received final grades of 80%+ in at least 
two English classes (101, 102, 103, HS) 

 The student will submit a portfolio of 5-15 pages of 
creative literary work (poetry, fiction, creative non-
fiction, graphic storytelling, or other.) 

 
To apply, students should contact their English teachers, or Dana 
Bath at the English Department (A513, 514-744-7500 x 7814, or 
through MIO) 
 
Deadline for applications: November 12, 2012 

 
Dana Bath, English Department 

 

Energy at Vanier: what can you do? 

 
People associate the environment with paper, which is too bad 
because it’s really all about ENERGY! Here is why: 4 trees furnish 
Vanier with all its photocopying needs for 1 year. 40,000 trees are 
needed to absorb the CO2 produced by people who drive here 
(every day). If we want to “save the planet” (what we should be 
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talking is saving humans, or, on a less dramatic scale, saving the 
economy) what we need to do is quickly learn to use less energy. 
 
As Vanier staff, there are two simple things you can do: 
 
Turn off lights. Sound easy? It is! All staff can (and should) 
systematically turn off lights when leaving a room. The idea that 
it takes more energy to power back on an apparatus is essentially 
bogus. If you leave a room for more than 2 minutes, you should 
turn off the light if the bulbs are fluorescent. For incandescent or 
halogens, the time is only a few seconds.  
 
Turn off electronics – computers, monitors and peripheral 
devices are energy sucks. It takes a few seconds at the end of the 
day and at the beginning to turn these on and off. If you will leave 
your computer for more than two hours, you should turn 
everything off. In terms of wear and tear on the equipment, 
technological advances will ensure your computer is nearly 
useless before anything wears out. 
 
Obviously, if your computer is essential to Vanier’s network, (you 
know who you are), then talk to the IT people about when you 
can turn it off).  
 
Did you know that Vanier spends more money on electricity than 
on heating system? If staff members take a bit of responsibility to 
change this around, we can make a huge difference in the way we 
consume and save Vanier a bit of money too! 
 

Richard Dugas, Student Services 
 

New Canada Savings Bonds (Private) 

 
To all regular employees: 
 
The College is once again pleased to offer all regular employees the 
opportunity to save easily and securely through the Canada Savings 
Bonds Payroll Program.   
 
Deductions will be made from your pay cheque and placed in an 
account which is set up by the Bank of Canada. You may redeem all 
or part of the money from the account at any time, stop deductions 
temporarily or permanently, or reduce deductions during the 
course of the year. You start earning interest from the day the Bank 
of Canada receives your funds. 
 
Those interested can sign up online between October 1 and 
November 1, 2012 at: www.csb.gc.ca/employees.   
Vanier’s organization I.D. number is: 12973.   
 
Employees who already participate in the Canada Savings Bonds 
Payroll Program will continue to have their current bond amount 
deducted, unless they make changes.  You may do so by going to 
www.csb.gc.ca/employees. 
 
The first deduction will be on the pay of November 22

th
, 2012. 

 
Danielle Villemaire, Human Resources 

Les Obligations d’épargne du Canada 

 
Au personnel régulier: 
 
Une fois de plus, nous vous offrons la possibilité d’épargner 
d’une façon simple et sécuritaire, grâce au programme 
d’Obligations d’épargne du Canada. Les déductions se feront 
automatiquement à chaque paie et l’argent sera déposé dans un 
compte à la Banque du Canada. En tout temps, vous pouvez 
retirer, en tout ou en partie, l’argent de votre compte, arrêter les 
déductions temporairement ou de façon permanente, ou réduire 
le montant déduit de votre paie.  
 
Si ce programme d’épargne vous intéresse, vous pouvez vous 
inscrire en ligne à l’adresse suivante : www.oec.gc.ca/employes, 
entre le 1 octobre et le 1

er
 novembre 2012.  

Le numéro d’identification d’organisation est le 12973. 
 
Les employés qui participent déjà au programme des Obligations 
d’épargne du Canada verront leurs déductions continuer à moins 
qu’un changement nous soit signifié. Les changements 
s’effectuent aussi en ligne, à www.oec.gc.ca/employes. 
 
Les premières déductions devraient être effectuées lors de la 
paie du 22 novembre prochain. 
 

Danielle Villemaire, Service des ressources humaines 
 

Teaching Tip: The one-minute paper 

 
Most often, the one-minute paper is a 
short, in-class writing assignment that 
allows you to quickly get some feedback 
on how well your students have 
understood the topic you are discussing. 
It can be done at any time during a class 
session (beginning, middle or end) to 
help your students focus on a topic, 
concept, or theme. The one-minute 
paper can help you assess your 
student’s weaknesses and 
misunderstandings, help the students 
review the material from the class or their homework, and give 
them the chance to practice their writing skills. 
 
Often, when the one-minute paper is given at the end of class 
you can ask the students to either review the key point(s) of the 
discussion or the one topic they don’t really understand. Prepare 
a focused question with clear instructions (2 sentences, 5 points, 
etc.). In class take a minute to explain your question with the 
instructions and then give them about a minute to write down 
and submit their response.  
 
Depending on when you use the one-minute paper in class, you 
can then use the feedback you get from their papers (or their oral 
responses from their written work), a) during the same class, b) in 
the next class, or c) in online discussions to guide their learning 
and review the material they don’t understand. The one-minute 
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paper can allow students to articulate what they learned in class, 
review what they read in the text, or communicate what they still 
find confusing. 
 

Variations 

There are several variations of the one-minute paper that you can 
use for different purposes: 

 At the beginning of class to review the major points from 

the homework 

At the beginning of class to get them thinking about what they 
already know (and don’ 

 t know) about the day’s topic 

 At the beginning of class to ask one question from the 

homework 

 During the middle of class to check their understanding 

of a topic 

 As the first step in a Think-Pair-Share activity 

 At the end of class as a self-reflection on the topics 

discussed 

 At the end of a discussion to present one issue that 

wasn’t discussed in class  

 On their own at home after they read the homework 

and then have them hand it in at the beginning of class, 

send it to you by MIO, or post it up on a forum. 

For some suggestions on this and slightly longer in-class writing 
activities, review these articles: 

 The One-Minute Paper 

 3 Minute Response paper 

 The Five-Minute Paper 
 

See this and other Teaching Tips on the PDO web page 
 

Jen Mitchell, Pedagogical Development Office 
 

Vanier’s New Active Learning Classroom!  
Official Launch and IT Showcase 

Wednesday, October 24, 2012 @ UB, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
Active Learning Classroom, Room N-515 

 

Teachers and Staff are 
invited to join us on 
October 24th, during UB 
(12:30-2 pm), for the 
Official Launch and IT 
Showcase of the Active 
Learning Classroom in 
Room N-515. Come see 
the room, experience a 
few Active Learning activities, and learn how teachers have been 
using the room to achieve a greater active learning environment 
for their students. 
 

Wilma Brown, Pedagogical Development Office 
 

Free Big Band Evening on October 17th to be hosted by 
CBC Radio’s Jeanette Kelly 
 

The 5
th

 annual Big Band Evening featuring the Laurenhill Academy 
Senior Band, the Vanier College Big Band and the McGill Jazz 
Orchestra I, will be held on Wednesday, 
October 17

th
 at 7pm in the Vanier Auditorium.  

 

All of these bands with their respective 
directors Daniel Ouellette, Jocelyn Couture 
and Joe Sullivan have been regular guests of 
the Montreal International Jazz Festival and 
will entertain parents, friends and the 
Montreal community with an exciting evening 
of big band music.  
 
 

Do come to encourage these young musicians! 
 
 

Nadia Turbide, Music Department  
 

Faculty and staff 100 m swim race against Olympic-bound 
student athlete Ashlyn Karosas. 
 

Wednesday, November 14
th

 at 1:30 PM, 
Vanier Sports Complex, in the pool 

 

Ashyln Karosas will race her biology teacher, Stephanie Felkai, 
and staff member Paul Price who is bound for the FINA 2014 
Masters. There are two more lanes available for two other 
challengers. Contact Stephanie if you are interested 
felkais@vaniercollege.qc.ca  
 

This event is meant to draw attention and support to our high-
level student athletes attending Vanier College. We hope this will 
be the first of a series of competitions that demonstrates the 
talent and abilities of more than 40 sport-etude Vanier students. 
We want to show these students that the Vanier Community is 
proud of their accomplishments both in sport and in academics. If 
you are interested in competing against other student athletes, 
please contact Alex Borja borjaa@vaniercollege.qc.ca 
 

Show your support by attending the event, passing the video of 
the event to your contacts, and by backing your favourite 
competitor with a few dollars that will go to the Vanier College 
Foundation for students in need. 
 

Stephanie Felkai, Biology Department  
 

Newly posted Guidelines and Procedures 
 

Please take note of the following newly posted Guidelines and 
Procedures: 
A Quick Reference Guide concerning By-Law 9 on Procurement 
Contracts for Goods, Services and Construction 
Security Camera Guidelines 
 

Bev Chandler, Vanier Communications 
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Vanier Nursing’s Melodie Hicks: the guest speaker at 
Health Partners International milestone celebration 

 
On October 11, 2012, Nursing’s 
Melodie Hicks, was the guest 
speaker when DDO-based Health 
Partners International Canada 
(HPIC) celebrated the milestone 
of providing $400 million in 
medical aid to the developing 
world.   
 
Since 2008, Melodie has 
participated in various Vanier 
projects in Malawi including 
accompanying two groups of 
Vanier Nursing students who did the final 6-week internship of 
their nursing studies in Malawi.   
 
Each time she went to Africa, Melodie brought with her HPI 
Physician Travel Packs, which are mobile medical kits filled with 
basic medicines and supplies that can provide 600 treatments. 
 

In her Power Point 
presentation at the 
celebratory luncheon 
Melodie outlined the 
partnership and exchange 
Vanier has with the medical 
community in Malawi and 
explained the value of the 
Physician Travel Packs in a 
medical resource deprived 

country such as Malawi.  “Having the travel packs means that our 
students can offer nursing care as well as provide patients with 
medications that are in short supply.”   
 
Although the medications in the HPI packs are donated by local 
pharmaceutical companies, each pack nonetheless costs over 
$500.  Last year one of the packs Melodie brought with her was 
sponsored by the VCTA and the other by Abbott Laboratories.  
This year she is hoping to find enough sponsors or funding to 
bring six packs with her when Vanier nursing students go to 
Malawi in the spring of 2013.  Contact the Vanier College 
Foundation for more information. 
 

Marguerite Corriveau, Vanier Communications 
 
 
 

Womens' Studies – key moments and achievements 

 
Last spring, Women's Studies embarked on a project to trace the 
history of the program and of International Women's Week at 
Vanier College.   
 
We invited founders of the program along with former members 
of Women's Studies, many now retired, to reunite for a special 
gathering.  From that meeting, we have constructed a timeline of 
key moments and achievements.  (E.g. the creation of the Vanier 
daycare) 
 
Two of our current members, Maureen Jones and Leila Bdeir, 
have taken on the task to visually represent our history by 
creating a display, which includes a list of many impressive 
speakers who have participated in International Women's Week 
over the past 30 years.   
 
The display will be up in the Carrefour for two weeks, Oct 15th - 
26th.   
 
Please encourage your teachers to inform their classes.  It may 
even provide an opportunity for an assignment. 
 
Thank you,  
 

Sherry Hergott, Women's Studies 
 

Follow up to Depression Screening Day 2012 

 
Vanier College Counselling Centre’s Depression Screening Day, 
held on October 3, 2012, was a well-attended and highly 
successful event. Once again, we would like to express our 
appreciation to Janice Clarini and her class of third year Special 
Care Counselling students whose hard work and enthusiasm 
contributed to the tremendous success of the day.  
 
Hundreds of students participated in the event. Over 200 
students filled out the Depression Screening Questionnaire, while 
many others picked up information on a variety of mental health 
topics. Responses from the questionnaire revealed that a 
significant number of students exhibited symptoms of depression 
but had never sought professional help. For many, this day 
provided an important first step towards seeking help from the 
Counselling Centre.  
 

Irma Mazzonna, The Counselling Centre 
 

 

Teaching Tip:  

 

Melodie holding a Physician 
Travel Pack with Glen Shepherd,  

President of HPIC 



 


