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Joint Coordinators’ Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015, 10:00 a.m., Boardroom, F-216 
 

Attendance 

 

Aboud, Brian    

Awad, Edward 

Barbagallo, Anita  

Béland, Mireille 

Bélanger, Marc 

Belleau, Anthony 

Benton, Barrie  

Brown, Wilma 

Budde, Timothy 

Caldwell, Evangeline  

Curtis, Ron  

DeNora, Miles 

Der Aprahamian, Isabelle  

Desjardins, Caroline  

Diner, Brandee  

Ellis, Joanne  

Ethier, Glen 

Filippou, Helen 

Gallagher, Dale 

Gangai, Gilda  

Gantous, Peter  

Gauthier, Joël 

Gauthier, Louise  

Goldberg, Avi  

Gratton, Marie-Hélène 

Grossman, Marlene  

Heldt, Christoph  

Ingerman, Thomas 

Johal, Geeta 

Klopp, Richard 

Lafaille, Danielle 

Larocque, Lyne Marie  

Leonard, Colleen 

Levesque, Clara 

Lynch, Marianne 

Macdonald, Judy  

Mainville, Jacques  

Manjikian, Sevak  

McClurg, Patricia  

Moscovitz, David 

Newbigging, Stephen 

Pakhomova, Natalia 

Paquette, Michel 

Perout, Alena 

Peternelli, Loris 

Photopoulos, Spiridoula  

Plante, Julie 

Poudrier, Diane 

Ramakko, Brandon 

Robinson, Louise  

Sendbuehler, Michael  

Seymour, Keith 

Siberok, Martin 

Tavakoli, Mohamed 

Taylor, Joan Fee 

Thissen, Mechelina  

Tiepoh, Moses 

Woodward, Peter 

 

Non-members: R. Dugas, J. Hall, X. Li  

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Peter Gantous, Chair of the Joint Coordinators’ Committee, welcomed members and non-members to the 

meeting.  

 

1.  Approval of Agenda 
The following additions were: 

 

5. c) ii. PDO Workshop (W. Brown) 

6. i. Purchasing Textbooks for Library (J. Gauthier) 

7. i. Holocaust and Totalitarianism Study Trip (S. Manjikian) 

7. ii. Industrial Electronics Trip to Siemens (L. Robinson) 

7. iii. Malawi Nursing Exchange (M. Thissen) 

7. iv. Romanian Students (J. Macdonald) 

7. v. Anti-Austerity Week (G. Johal) 

 

It was moved by L. Robinson, seconded by M. DeNora to approve the aforementioned additions.  

The agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

2.  Approval of Minutes of March 4, 2015 

The following amendments were pointed out by E. Caldwell: 
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i. Under item 3. b), add: “The Director General was in agreement and supports gender-neutral 

bathrooms at Vanier”.  

ii. Item 6. i., add to the title: “Cancellation of Speaker: An introduction to Sex Worker’s Rights – 

Robyn Maynard, Stella, l’amie de Mamie”. 

iii. Under item 6, last paragraph, it should read: “E. Caldwell inquired if this item would be 

added…”.  

iv. Under item 6, last paragraph, add: “…for the next Board of Directors meeting and whether 

the Board would vote for action on this issue. The Director General will not be asking the 

Board for actions in any way, but he will include it in his report”. 

 

It was moved by L. Robinson, seconded by M. Lynch to approve these changes.  

The minutes were approved by consensus. 

 

3.  Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

a) Proposals for Modification to Joint Coordinators’ Committee By-Laws Related to Joint 

Coordinators’ Committee Voting List (P. Gantous) 

P. Gantous introduced a revised copy of the attendance sheet, which includes the department names 

of each member and their voting rights, as requested from the previous meeting. P. Gantous read out 

loud the modifications to the attendance sheet. 

 

Members questioned the allocation of voting rights; for instance, program coordinators do not have a 

vote while coordinators for program majors do. P. Gantous explained that this is a preliminary draft 

and that work is still in progress. In turn, the By-laws will be revised accordingly. M. DeNora 

suggested inviting Mark Prentice at the next Joint Coordinators meeting since he was the Chair of 

the committee the last time the voting list was revised. 

 

b) Working Group for PASS Day (E. Lozowy) 

D. Lafaille informed members that a sub-committee, chaired by E. Lozowy, has been mandated to 

discuss the issues and concerns regarding PASS Day. The sub-committee has met once and will be 

bringing updates to Academic Council. 

 

A. Barbagallo asked if student success advisors, such as Cari Clough, should be a member of this sub-

committee. D. Lafaille replied that Academic Council determines the membership, but that it would 

be important to have someone from Services for Students join the sub-committee. 

 

c) Academic Council Subcommittee to Possibly (to remove) Review Guidelines on College-Wide 

Guest Speakers (J. Plante) 

J. Plante read the motion that was agreed upon by Academic Council at the meeting of March 13
th
, 

regarding the guidelines for College-wide guest speakers. She reported that the Academic Dean and 

herself have not met yet. 

 

There was confusion around the room regarding the motion read. Some members who attended the 

Council meeting understood that the Chair and Vice-Chair were to propose a membership and a 

mandate to revisit the guidelines. Others understood that the guidelines will be revisited, if need be. 

After some discussions, it was decided that the word Possibly would be removed from the title. 

Moreover, D. Lafaille suggested including the motion reported by J. Plante in the Academic Council 

minutes and make the adjustments at the next Council meeting. 
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On another note, D. Moscovitz brought up an issue concerning parking for guest speakers. 

Departments are being charged a full day for their speakers’ parking passes regardless of the length of 

stay, and a budget code is now needed for payment. In the past, parking passes were available at no 

extra cost. D. Lafaille arranged to bring it to Management Executive Committee and follow up. 

 

4.  New Business 

 

a) Environmental Assessment Process (R. Dugas) 

Since hiring a consultant five years ago to conduct this assessment, R. Dugas informed members that 

he was mandated to follow up and maintain the College’s environmental performance. He explained 

that he has begun writing a report that will help measure the College’s environmental process and its 

impacts. His intern, Xiaojuan Li, has collaborated in the process and gave an informative presentation 

on the College’s current environmental status.  

 

R. Dugas explained that some data has already been dispersed to the community. The next step will 

be to conduct all-community consultation periods for recommendations (the schedule will be 

announced in the Intercom). The final step will be to present it to the Board and have a Sustainability 

Action Plan by Fall 2015. R. Dugas will also be working on the renewal of the Environmental Policy 

and transitioning it into a Sustainability Policy, once approved by the appropriate bodies. R. Dugas 

added that he and Xiaojuan are in the process of writing the second environmental assessment process 

report.  

 

R. Dugas thanked R. Klopp and M. Cohen for the success of the complementary course, 

Sustainability in Action. R. Klopp then asked coordinators to raise awareness for this environmental 

report to their teachers who, in turn, can also encourage their students to participate in the assessment 

process. 

 

5.  Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

 

a) Academic Council 

The Academic Council report was distributed to members prior to the meeting and was discussed 

under Business Arising from the Minutes, item c) Academic Council Subcommittee… 

 

b) Faculty Reports 

The report from the Faculty Social Science, Commerce, Arts & Letters and Music was distributed to 

members prior to the meeting.  

 

c) Others 

 

i. Enrolment Update (T. Ingerman) 

T. Ingerman reported the validated numbers for this Winter 2015 with 5,920 students registered, 

compared to 5,925 students in Winter 2014. He also reported that for the Fall 2015 first round 

admission, there were 6,097 students that applied, representing a 2% drop from last year’s admission 

and a 3.4% decrease in the SRAM réseau. 

 

ii. PDO Worshop 

W. Brown announced that there will be a workshop on course packs and copyrights being under the 

compliance with Copibec. The workshop will be given by Susan Bissonnette on Thursday, April 16
th
 

at 4:00 p.m. 
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6.  Members’ Concerns 

 

i. Purchasing Textbooks for Library (J. Gauthier) 

On behalf of S. Bissonnette, J. Gauthier announced that the Library’s limited budget cannot 

support teachers’ request for expensive books as the contents only last a couple of years. 

 

B. Benton mentioned that some representatives from publishers are willing to offer books for 

reserves. J. Gauthier will follow up with S. Bissonnette. 

  

7.  Varia 

 

i. Holocaust and Totalitarianism Study Trip (S. Manjikian) 

S. Manjikian reported on a successful trip to Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic for this 

International Study course. The students were accompanied by Maggie McDonnell, Rhys Adams, 

Maureen Jones and Mike Besner. S. Manjikian highlighted on the enriching experiences that the 

students had while traveling, working and learning with the teachers and each other. 

 

ii. Industrial Electronics Trip to Siemens (L. Robinson) 

L. Robinson gave a brief presentation on the students’ training trip to Siemens in Peterborough, 

Ontario. The purpose of the trip was to give students practical experiences to work in an industrial-

based setting. She explained that the training was offered at no cost and that the students were very 

well received by Siemens. 

 

iii. Malawi Nursing Exchange (M. Thissen) 

M. Thissen announced that six students are currently completing the final six weeks of their Nursing 

program in Malawi. She read a heartfelt email from Melodie Hicks who described the life-changing 

challenges that the students are experiencing. M. Thissen encouraged members to follow the Malawi 

Nursing Exchange students’ blog. 

 

iv. Romanian Students (J. Macdonald) 

J. Macdonald informed members that six Romanian students and their educator are participating in 

the Science and Technology Fair during Science Week, organized by the Math and Science Centre. 

They will also be attending various events during the week. J. Macdonald was pleased to report the 

friendly exchanges between the visitors and Vanier students.  

 

v. Anti-Austerity Week (G. Johal) 

G. Johal reminded members that VCTA has organized Anti-Austerity Week and will be offering 

several lectures open to the community. G. Johal announced that a lecture will take place after the 

meeting, “Alternatives to Austerity”, with a guest speaker from University of Laval. Another lecture 

will be held tomorrow. 

 

8.  Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janelle Villanueva 

 


