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Joint Coordinators’ Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014, 10:00 a.m. 

Boardroom, F-216 

 

Present: 
 

Brian Aboud 

Rhys Adams 

Anita Barbagallo 

Anthony Belleau 

Barrie Benton 

Susan Bissonnette 

Wilma Brown 

Evangeline Caldwell 

Joanne Cardone 

Roxanne Coulombe 

Frederique Denis 

Isabelle Der Aprahamian 

Joanne Douranou  

Joanne Ellis 

Dale Gallagher 

Gilda Gangai 

Peter Gantous 

Louise Gauthier 

Avi Goldberg 

Caroline Hanrahan 

Christoph Heldt 

Estelle Lamothe 

Lyne Marie Larocque 

Eric Lozowy 

Judy Macdonald 

Jacques Mainville 

Sevak Manjikian 

David Moscovitz 

Stephen Newbigging  

Diane Nyisztor 

Zsofia Orszagh  

James Pan 

Alena Perout 

Loris Peternelli 

Spiridoula Photopoulos 

Julie Plante 

Louise Robinson 

Peter Ross 

Farid Sandoghdar 

Michael Sendbuehler 

Keith Seymour 

Martin Siberok 

Mohamed Tavakoli 

Mechelina Thissen 

Moses Tiepoh 

Xavier Trevino 

Nadia Turbide 

Jacky Vallée 

Vanessa Vandergrift 

Quentin Van Gin Hoven 

Caroline Woolrich 

Lisa Yachnin 

Humberto Zamora 

 

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 
 

Alena Perout, Chair of the Joint Coordinators’ Committee, welcomed members and non-members 

to the meeting. 

 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 
 

a. Additions 

i. Wilma, under 5) 

ii. Louise Robinson, under 5) 

iii. Susan Bissonnette, under 5) 

iv. Nadia Turbide, under 5) 

v. Caroline Hanrahan, under 5) 

vi. Martin Siberok, under 5) 

vii. Mechelina Thissen, under 5) 

 

b. Members’ Concerns: Julie Plante, James Pan, Isabelle Der Aprahamian, and 

Quentin Van Gin Hoven all asked to voice their concerns during that portion. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of March 26, 2014 
 

a. 5)b): Brian Aboud corrected that it was the General Studies Curriculum 

Committee who voted, and not the entire faculty. 
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b. 4)d) 8
th
 paragraph: Should read that Julie replied that it will be done when the 

production part will be live. 

c. 6): Julie Plante asked for clarification on what “both” was referring to, and it was 

Fall and Winter. 

d. 7): Jacky Vallée added that Peter Gantous did the presentation as well. 

 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

a. Final Exams – Exam Coordinator 

 

Peter Ross and Tom Ingerman told the committee that the gyms can accommodate up to 500 

students. They want to choose an exam coordinator, who would not be replacing teachers but 

would be going around making sure everything’s running smoothly. 

 

b. Quebec History Course 

 

Peter Ross told the committee that there will be no Quebec History complimentary course. He 

also said that the CSE found that there should be none and that it would make more sense to have 

it in a Gen Ed. Course. The CSE also said that High School secondary 5 students have more class 

choice than CEGEPS. 

 

Rhys Adams, who was on the committee that drafted that CSE document, said that they pointed 

to the Anglophone colleges to see how the humanities department runs, and could apply it to a 

future project to pass it along to francophone CEGEPS. The reasoning is that they do Phys. Ed. in 

the same mold as Anglophone colleges, so why not adapt the Humanities the same way. 

 

Martin Siberok acknowledged the support of all departments during this process. 

 

4. New Business 
 

a. Selection Committee Members 

 

Roxanne Coulombe introduced Andrea Di Domenico and Fabiola Jeannot, who are involved in 

talent acquisition. She said they launched the selection process for the fall and they wanted to 

brief the committee on where they are in that process. 

 

Andrea gave a presentation on the selection process for Fall 2014. She asked that everybody get 

the names of their selection committee members to her. 

 

Julie Plante asked that there be several workshops in May and June, as well as August for new 

members. She also voiced concerns about the method in which this process was being done. 

 

Diane Nyisztor said that, by May 12, many departments will not yet know who their committee 

members will be next year. Andrea asked when members would know their committee members 

for next year. Diane said late May for her department and various other dates for others. 

 

Evangeline Caldwell said we could consider that the mandate to be on a committee could be not 

on the academic year, but ending in December instead. Roxanne said that’s an interesting idea 

because everyone is constantly scrambling in June. 
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Alena Perout, as coordinator, agreed with Julie that we need multiple dates for workshops, 

because there are several committee members with varying schedules. 

 

Evangeline, concerning the Outlook point on the presentation, said that a lot of teachers have 

schedules that change at any time, so it would be tough to get an accurate idea of when people are 

free. Andrea replied that it would at least help a bit. 

 

Joanne Ellis suggested that members be on selection committees for 2 years instead of 1 to 

facilitate this issue. 

 

Peter Gantous suggested we make the workshops a half hour instead of ninety minutes 

 

Julie Plante said she finds the selection process too short to give each candidate a fair amount of 

time. It doesn’t make sense to look at each CV for 30 seconds, and it would help if committee 

members could have a larger window to look at the CVs. Roxanne replied that there are many 

laws in place about confidentiality that cannot be circumvented. 

 

Diane suggested we do selection and election of members while we select department 

coordinators. She also said it’s going to be very tough to go after-hours with meetings, and it may 

discourage teachers from joining. Andrea said it wouldn’t be late if it did occur, and they’re just 

asking for some flexibility in schedules. Diane mentioned that, in the past, it was easier to get 

these meetings going because the rules concerning having a particular member of HR are stricter. 

 

James Pan said his department does things the way Diane suggested. He also suggested that HR 

email documents to all coordinators. 

 

Wilma Brown, replying to Julie about the process in which CVs are given to selection committee 

members, said that she was on a committee recently and it went much better than it has in the 

past, and is steadily improving. Andrea said that, as they learn the preferences of coordinators, 

they are screening the CVs and putting them into groupings. Isabelle Der Aprahamian agreed that 

the process is improving. Mechelina Thissen also agreed that Nursing’s process with HR is going 

very well, though they don’t receive many CVs. She also agreed with Julie that they need to 

receive the hiring priority list. 

 

Quentin Van Gin Hoven, concerning training, said that it’s a wish to have 90 minute sessions, and 

perhaps we could have them during Joints times that are not taken up. Zsofia Orszagh suggested 

that it may help to have a video version of this training session. 

 

Louise Gauthier said that it’s a shame that two departments that are so closely tied, Computer 

Systems Technology and Computer Science Technology, get a CV and they can’t flip between 

each other if they’re better suited for the other. 

 

Fréderique Denis asked if an application carry over until the next time the job is posted, or do 

people need to reapply each time, adding that the college could keep CVs in a pool and use them 

for future jobs. Andrea replied that, at this point, they do need to reapply. Frederique said it 

doesn’t make sense to ask candidates to be on their computers at all times checking. Roxanne said 

that there’s a job alert for these situations. Fréderique said we could improve it to include 

Louise’s issue. 
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Xavier Trevino said that it would help to have a look at the CVs in a closed room before the 

meeting. It would also help to train more people in HR so we have more possible people to join 

these meetings. 

 

Stephen Newbigging said that it would help to get together and make a calendar from all of the 

availabilities in HR, as well as from the academic calendar, so coordinators could just take a look 

at it and know when to schedule these meetings. Roxanne agreed. 

 

Evangeline Caldwell asked for employment equity reports once a year or so. 

 

Nadia Turbide, on the subject of HR’s legal obligations, said that she has people in Audio 

Recording Technology that have missed pay 5 times in the last two years, so if we’re going to 

talk about scheduling and legal obligation, it’s important to get this on track, or there could be 

legal action. Roxanne said they are currently working on it. 

 

b. Notice of Election of 2014-2015 Chair 

 

Alena Perout announced that there will be an election at the first meeting of the next academic 

year. 

 

5. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 
 

a. Academic Council 

 

Alena Perout said the report was sent out. 

 

b. Faculty Reports 

 

Michael Sendbuehler said Louise Robinson sent the document. 

 

c. Others 

 

i. Wilma Brown said PDO has six more events and workshops in May. She then described 

what they are about. 

 

ii. Louise Robinson told the committee that we will be gaining some official land to create a 

garden. There will also be a swim-a-thon to raise money for it. As well, donations of 

gardening tools are being accepted. May 15
th
 at 10 am: Official groundbreaking ceremony. 

We are accepting plants as well. Lyne Marie Larocque asked if we are donating the 

vegetables, to which Louise responded that we’re thinking of giving them to students in need 

or whoever wants to pick them. 

 

iii. Susan Bissonnette announced that there’s a new database of movies and videos, where you 

can download movies for 48 hours and use them for curriculum. Avi Goldberg asked if this 

is a trial period, to which Susan responded that no, we have officially subscribed. She also 

said that any film that teachers show in the College needs to be reported, starting in the Fall. 

Michael asked if films can be used for training purposes, to which Susan said yes. Peter 

Gantous asked if a movie watched at home needs to be reported. Susan said no. She added 

that teachers can never use Netflix in the classroom. 
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iv. Nadia Turbide announced that there is a Tops concert today, which students had to audition 

for. For the first time, one student would be chosen to go to a competition at 

Drummondville. There will also be a concert on Friday at 7:30 next door at St-Laurent. 

 

v. Caroline Hanrahan announced that the exit survey will be posted for graduating students to 

take part in today. 

 

vi. Martin Siberok announced that there’s a vernissage this Friday, and a CCDMB photo contest 

on May 15
th
. There is a video festival as well. 

 

vii. Mechelina Thissen welcomed Melody Hicks back from Malawi with her students, saying it 

was very successful. She also announced that the 3
rd

 annual nursing conference is coming up 

this Friday. As well, Friday evening, Danny Brown has organized a fashion show towards 

the Malawi program. 

 

viii. Xavier Trevino announced that Louise Robinson coordinated a committee which has created 

an award for a female student in a male-dominated program. He said the student who’s 

winning this year is going to a provincial competition, is married with two kids, and works 

full time. 

 

6. Members’ Concerns 
 

Julie Plante said there are too many calendars interacting at once. If we could get a priority list 

and a unified calendar in April, that would be great. Peter Ross said we’ll try to get that done. 

 

James Pan said that last week a teacher was sick, so a part time teacher had to sub. He couldn’t 

get into the class and security said he wasn’t on a list, and the teacher couldn’t get into the class. 

Something needs to be done in security so this doesn’t happen again. 

 

Isabelle der Aprahamian said a student came to a teacher when she didn’t like her marks and 

recorded her. If a student wants to record, there should be a consent form that must be signed. 

 

Quentin Van Gin Hoven said that synthetic fields release a large amount of heat that natural fields 

don’t. He voiced concerns about that and whether it will be offset by tree planting. Caroline 

Woolrich said they have plans to plant trees around the synthetic field, and the new technology 

will make it less hot. Lyne-Marie Larocque said there used to be a ton of apple trees and now 

there are none. Michael Sendbuehler said Environmental and Wildlife students have begun a 

project to identify trees and plants that have been here historically. Evangeline Caldwell said the 

apple trees are diseased, but there need to be new trees. Gilda Gangai said that the Director 

General has an idea to plant trees for graduating students. 

 

Joanne Cardone said students go on intensive weekends up north, and all epi-pens are expired 

with no budget for new ones. Caroline Woolrich said the school doesn’t allow us to buy Benadryl 

or use epi-pens. Peter Ross said he will look into it. 

 

Mechelina Thissen said that, in Nursing, students who are failing start saving up evidence and 

instead of doing grade review they get medical incompletes. It’s made a mockery of grades 

review. Rhys Adams added that selective medical incompletes are unfair; where students get 

medical incompletes for one class they’re failing and pass the other classes. Michael Sendbuehler 
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said we should be discussing this with Tom. Sevak Manjikian said it’s unfair that students who 

don’t attend get as many rights as students who do attend. 

 

Alena Perout announced that Wanda Kalina is retiring in July. 

 

7. Adjournment 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:52am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jesse Toufexis 


