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Joint Coordinators’ Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, January 22, 2014 10:00 a.m. 

Boardroom, F-216 

 

Attendance 

 

Aboud, Brian 

Adams, Rhys 

Barbagallo, Anita 

Belleau, Anthony  

Benton, Barrie 

Bernard, Anne  

Bernier, Normand W. 

Bissonnette, Susan 

Brown, Wilma  

Caldwell, Evangeline  

Côté, Odette 

Denis, Frédérique  

DeNora, Miles  

Der Aprahamian, Isabelle  

Desjardins, Caroline 

Diner, Brandee  

Douranou, Joanne  

Ellis, Joanne  

Fee Taylor, Joan 

Filippou, Helen 

Gangai, Gilda 

Gantous, Peter  

Gauthier, Louise  

Goldberg, Avi  

Grossman, Marlene  

Hanrahan, Caroline 

Heldt, Christoph  

Ingerman, Thomas  

Kalina, Wanda 

Lamothe, Estelle  

Laroche, Karl  

Larocque, Lyne Marie 

Lozowy, Eric  

Macdonald, Judy 

Magnan, Monique 

Mainville, Jacques  

Manjikian, Sevak  

McClurg, Patricia  

Moscovitz, David 

Nyisztor, Diane  

Pakhomova, Natalia 

Pan, James  

Paquette, Michel 

Perout, Alena  

Peternelli, Loris  

Photopoulos, Spiridoula 

Plante, Julie 

Robinson, Louise  

Sandoghdar, Farid 

Sendbuehler, Michael 

Seymour, Keith  

Siberok, Martin   

Thissen, Mechelina  

Tiepoh, Moses 

Trevino, Xavier 

Turbide, Nadia 

Vallée, Jacky  

Woolrich, Caroline 

Yachnin, Lisa  

Zamora, Humberto

Non-Members:  J. Cardone, T. Comerford, P. Kingsmill 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Alena Perout, Chair of the Joint Coordinators’ Committee, welcomed members and non-

members to the meeting. 

 

1. Approval of Agenda 

 

The agenda was approved with the following additions: 

 

5. c) Academic Policy Committee (D. Nyisztor) 

5. d) Humanities Symposium (B. Aboud) 

5. e) China Training Program (J. Macdonald)  

5. f) Robotics Competition (K. Laroche) 
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5. g) BDC Case Challenge (D. Moscovitz) 

6. a) Sports Complex Air Quality (C. Woolrich)

6. b) Outdoor Physical Education Budget (C. Woolrich) 

6. c) Minutes (C. Woolrich) 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of November 20, 2013 

 

The Minutes were approved with the following corrections: 

 

i. Under item 4. a), Caroline Hanrahan explained that she did not give a presentation 

regarding the data collected on course success rate. Caroline offered to present it at the 

next Joint Coordinators’ Committee meeting.  

 

ii. Under item 4. b), fifth paragraph, Martin Siberok clarified that the third line should read: 

“the Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts and Letters had low representation on 

the Committee…”, instead of only the Communications department. 

 

iii. Under item 5. a) Caroline Hanrahan corrected the item title from PDO to IDRO. Caroline 

also added that she did not present the Rendement Scolaire and also offered to present it 

at the next Joint Coordinators’ Committee meeting. 

 

iv. Under item 6. a), second paragraph, Miles DeNora clarified that he was indeed asked by 

Catherine Greffard as to why the Motion for 21 was tabled at the last Board of Directors 

meeting. However, Miles did not answer Catherine’s question; it was in fact Caroline 

Woolrich who responded to Catherine’s question. 

 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

None. 

 

4. New Business 

 

a) New Director General’s Address (N. W. Bernier) 

 

Normand W. Bernier introduced himself as the new Director General. Normand announced that 

he will be acting as Academic Dean until an interim is appointed. Normand explained that he 

will be active as much as possible around the College, by visiting different departments to meet 

professionals as well as teachers and support staff. Normand emphasized on promoting 

transparency and individual respect.  

 

Normand commented on the condition of the Library and stated that its content was not up to 

par. Normand mentioned that a plan will be discussed to restructure the Library by the summer 

of 2015. 
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Normand also announced that a proposal will be set in the following week to nominate Peter 

Ross as the interim for the position of Academic Dean. This proposal will be presented at the 

next Board of Directors’ meeting. If the proposal is approved, it will then be presented at the 

next Academic Council meeting. Normand explained that the intention is to appoint a new 

Academic Dean by June 2014, however there is no guarantee. 

 

b) Winter Registration Update (T. Ingerman) 

 

Tom Ingerman gave a brief informal update on this Winter 2014 semester registration.  In Winter 

2013, there were 399 new students who registered. This Winter, there were 435 new students 

who registered, which was above expectations.  

 

c) 2014-2015 Development and Support Opportunities for Teachers, Departments and 

Programs (O. Côté) 

 

Odette Côté explained that the surplus of release for projects from last year has been used up, 

and that the release for this year was limited. Odette advised teachers to be cautious of new 

project initiatives and to speak with their Faculty Dean before putting any plans into place. The 

call for proposals for projects will be sent to all teachers by next week. 

 

d) Quebec History Course (E. Lozowy) 

 

Eric Lozowy gave a presentation on the implementation of the Quebec History course, which is 

mandated by the Ministry. Eric announced that it could be expected in the Fall 2014.  Eric 

explained that this will bring changes, including the revision of program grids, additional 

General Education courses, and the possible abolition of complementary courses. Many of the 

members were not pleased with this announcement. 

 

One of the main concerns of the members was the abolition of complementary courses and how 

it will greatly affect programs such as Women’s Studies, Social Science Majors, 

Communications and Modern Languages. Members claimed that this new course will limit 

students from exploring different disciplines, which is considered a significant factor for student 

development throughout their college years. Many of the members also expressed their 

discomfort with the thought of colleagues losing their jobs and asked if there were other 

alternatives. Furthermore, members demanded if there were any reaction or support from French 

Cegeps.   

 

Eric responded that program grids will change, however the College would like to maintain as 

much flexibility as possible in the implementation of the course to allow disciplines to develop 

different courses and focus on various aspects of Quebec society.  Eric explained that other 

associations and unions have communicated their concerns to the Ministry. 
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Eric announced that the College will set up a work group composed of managers and teachers 

that will lead the consultation on the objective and standard of the new course and the changes to 

the General Education profile. Their responsibility will be to look for possible alternatives and to 

make recommendations to answer questions raised by the Ministry. Eric reiterated that it will be 

an intense period of curriculum development and that this work group will have to think of a 

process quickly. Eric acknowledged that teachers will be affected heavily; therefore the 

academic administration is committed to save as many jobs as possible and to put a lot of efforts 

and resources towards helping teachers. Eric encouraged members to be proactive and to be 

optimistic, and for them to view this change as an opportunity to create enriching learning 

experiences for students and to position Vanier College as an essential part of Quebec society. 

 

Normand W. Bernier advised members to take advantage of the situation and that Vanier College 

is still responsible to make changes. Normand mentioned that there are many ways to comply 

with the law and that the community should look at all the aspects that society can contribute.  

Normand explained that this amendment can be a tool for students to study other societies and to 

teach them to be open-minded. 

 

Due to a high volume in questions and lack of time, Alena Perout ended the discussions by 

stating that this item will be addressed at the next Joints meeting.  

 

5. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

 

a) Academic Council 

 

None. 

 

b) Faculty Reports 

 

The three Faculties reported that they had not met.   

 

c) Academic Policy Committee 

 

Diane Nyisztor mentioned that there is an Academic Policy Committee meeting in the afternoon 

to discuss the complementary courses policy. 

 

d) Humanities Symposium 

 

Brian Aboud, Coordinator of Humanities, asked members to take a look at the Humanities 

Symposium program, entitled “Lying and Other Misdirections”. Brian welcomed members to 

attend the lectures. 
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e) China Training Program 

 

Judy Macdonald, Coordinator of Learning Enrichment & Support Services and International 

Education, commented on Rhys Adams and Shirley Zhu’s stay in China.  Shirley and Rhys 

provided training to teachers and were very well received by about 200 teachers.  Rhys claimed 

that it was a successful project.   

 

In addition, Judy expressed her excitement and thanked the involvement of the Nursing 

Department in regards to welcoming two students from the Malawi Exchange program.  

Mechelina Thissen, Coordinator of Nursing, explained that it was a huge effort from Melodie 

Hicks to obtain the students’ visas, which took two years to process.  Michael Sendbuehler, Dean 

of Career and Technical Programs, also expressed his gratitude towards Melodie and the team 

involved. 

 

f) Robotics Competition 

 

Karl Laroche requested volunteers to be part of the judging panel for the Robotics Competition 

on Friday, February 21. Karl announced that the competition will need about 30-35 judges and 

encouraged non-Science members of the community to participate.  Rhys Adams suggested that 

by having non-Science members promote the event, it will encourage students of other 

disciplines to be interested.   

 

g) BDC Case Challenge 

 

David Moscovitz announced that there are 33 colleges across Canada participating in the BDC 

Case Challenge this year.  David stated that this event has gained a lot of interest and that the 

territory of Yukon has even decided to participate. The event has grown tremendously; there is a 

waiting list for other colleges to enter. David invited all members to watch the event at the 

Marriot Courtyard Hotel from February 7
 
to February 9. 

 

David also announced the success of Vanier College alumni, Julia Ferrera and Gregory Rocha, 

for representing the John Molson School of Business at case competitions.  Julia and Gregory 

won a gold and silver medal, respectively. 

 

6. Members’ Concerns 

 

a) Sports Complex Air Quality 

 

Caroline Woolrich mentioned that staff members have noticed respiratory issues around the 

Sports Complex.  Caroline explained that during the weekend, the dry wall from one of the 

fitness rooms was coming off and in result, there was powder circulating in the air.  Caroline 

added that a test was done last week and she has not received a report yet.  Caroline expressed 

her discontent and has contacted Arlene to help resolve the issue. 
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b) Outdoor Education Budget 

 

Caroline Woolrich stated that for one to two years ago, the budget for outdoor education 

programs has helped reduce the amount students have to pay for their outdoor courses.  

However, the Accounting Department has limited the period of use for the outdoor education 

courses this year.  Caroline was not in agreement. 

 

c) Minutes 

 

Caroline Woolrich requested that the minutes for the Joint Coordinators’ meetings be received a 

week after the meeting is held.  Caroline suggested that this policy should be applied to all other 

meetings. 

 

7. Varia 

 

The committee offered their sympathy and their condolences to Bill’s family members and to 

Bill’s fellow faculty members.  

 

Wilma Brown, Coordinator of Pedagogical Development Office, introduced Tim Comerford as 

the new PDO counsellor who will act as a Support to Teachers of Students with Special Needs.  

Tim announced that he is available to meet individually or with departments. 

 

8. Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:42 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Janelle Villanueva 


