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Joint Coordinators’ Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, October 9, 2013 10:30 a.m. 

Boardroom, F-216 

 

Attendance: B. Aboud, M. Beauchemin, A. Belleau, B. Benton, S. Bissonnette, L. Boyer, M. 

Caberlin, E. Caldwell, F. Denis, M. DeNora, J. Ellis, P. Gagné, G. Gangai, P. Gantous, L. 

Gauthier, C. Greffard, M. Grossman, C. Heldt, E. Lamothe, L. Larocque, J. Macdonald, S. 

Manjikian, P. McClurg, D. Nyisztor, J. Pan, M. Paquette, A. Perout, L. Peternelli, S. 

Photopoulos, O. Riaz, L. Robinson, H. Roffey, M. Siberok, S. Tardif, M. Tavakoli, M. Tiepoh, 

X. Trevino, J. Vallée, S. Varano, C. Woolrich 

 

Regrets: R. Adams, C. Amos, F. Andrews, A. Barbagallo, A. Bernard, M. Bernstein, W. Brown, 

M. Bucaro, N. Cheong, R. Coulombe, O. Côté, I. Der Aprahamian, B. Diner, M. DiRenzo, J. 

Douranou, E. Durling, J. Fee Taylor, D. Gallagher, M. Gauthier, A. Goldberg, T. Hall, C. 

Hanrahan, G. Héroux, T. Ingerman, W. Kalina, S. Kay, R. Klopp, K. Laroche, E. Lozowy, M. 

Lynch, M. Magnan, J. Mainville, D. Moscovitz, S. Newbigging, N. Pakhomova, J. Plante, C. 

Rossignoli, F. Sandoghdar, M. Sendbuehler, K. Seymour, M. Thissen, N. Turbide, J. 

Twardowski, V. Vandergrift, Q. Van Gin Hoven, C. Voutsinas, L. Wang 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Alena Perout, Chair of the Joint Coordinators' Committee, welcomed members to the meeting. 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

 

The agenda was approved with the following additions; 

 

3. b) Motion for Dérangement 21 (C. Greffard) 

 

5. b) Social Science Festival (J. Vallée) 

 

7. Women in Science Day (E. Caldwell) 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of September 18, 2013 

 

On page 8, sixth paragraph, the course that is will be replacing a complementary course is a 

History of Quebec course. 

 

The Minutes of September 18, 2013 were approved with that correction. 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

a) Sustainability Majors (A. Perout) 
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Alena Perout informed members that the Sustainability Major has been approved by the Board of 

Directors and students will begin to apply by the end of the Fall 2013 semester. There will be an 

information session on November 20, 2013 during Universal Break.  

Alena presented the preliminary webpage for the major. Once the page goes live students will be 

able to apply on the webpage and their names will be sent directly to the coordinators. Alena 

mentioned that a detailed list of courses from each discipline has not been finalized. Alena asked 

that each Faculty Dean include this item at their next faculty meeting. The list of courses from 

each discipline will need to be finalized as soon as possible to be available for Winter 2014 

course registration. 

Jacky Vallée applauded Alena Perout for her work and the approval of the Sustainability Major. 

James Pan asked how many programs have joined this major. Alena responsed that this is a 

college wide major that students will receive a certificate of Sustainability in addition to their 

college diploma. Students select courses that count towards the major and complete ten hours of 

volunteer work in addition to sustainability activities. 

Barrie Benton asked who will be making the decision on concentration courses that will count 

towards the major. Alena replied that each discipline will propose the courses to the 

Sustainability Major who will then finalize the courses. 

Sara Varano asked how many courses will a student need to complete for the certificate. Alena 

Perout confirmed that a student will need to complete six courses.  

Brian Aboud asked what semester will this major first become available for new and returning 

students. Alena responded that the major will become available for new and returning students 

for Winter 2014.  

Evangeline Caldwell explained the major drawing a comparison to the Women's Studies major 

which exposes an area of interest to a student and gives them the capability to navigate toward a 

certificate. 

Alena acknowledged the confusion that some members had concerning the Sustainability Major 

and reassured members that now that it has been approved by the Board of Directors they will 

begin to promote the program on the website and around the college.  

b) Motion for Dérangement 21 (C. Greffard) 

Catherine Greffard presented the motion for Dérangement 21 with the government trying to 

lower college professors' salary. Catherine explained that she would like to pass a motion that 
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will be brought to Academic Council and then to the Board of Directors to put pressure on the 

Treasury Board to take opposition on Dérangement 21. 

The motion is; 

 

“That the Quebec Treasury Board recognize that college teachers should have 

 

• Our own salary scale, separate from that of primary and secondary teachers.  

• A salary scale that clearly recognizes that we are part of higher education.  

 Recognition of master’s degrees and doctoral diplomas, in line with the intervals between 

the levels (echelons) established in the December 2002 agreement.” 

 

The motion was moved by Catherine Greffard and seconded by Evangeline Caldwell. Motion 

carried with a unanimous vote. 

4. New Business 

a) Building Corridor Protocol (L. Boyer) 

Loïc Boyer presented the recently approved Building Corridor Protocol. Loïc explained that in 

the preceding months there were many departments that were leaving clutter in the hallways that 

created a security concern. Loïc asked that departments keep the hallways clear at all times and 

not to store anything in the stairways. 

Judy Macdonald asked about the table outside the Learning Centre that is used to encourage 

students to read. Loïc responded that the table has already been measured and it falls within the 

measurement guidelines. Judy furthered her question to ask if temporary activities set up in the 

hallways are permitted. Loïc referred to the section of the protocol that discusses temporary 

obstructions to say that there is space within the articles to adapt for a temporary period of time. 

Caroline Woolrich mentioned the equipment that the Physical Education department has stored 

in the hallways. Caroline said the department will have to be advised what equipment does not 

abide by the protocol. Loïc responded that he has already spoken to Linda Macpherson and the 

equipment that is remaining has been measured and is allowed to be kept there. 

Catherine Greffard expressed a concern about the maximum number of desks in a classroom as a 

security concern allowing for a quick emergency exit. Loïc confirmed that any classroom that is 

less than a sixty desk minimum must be done in-house and this concern will be looked into. 
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Brian Aboud asked if in the case of an obstruction in the hallway should Security or the Service 

department be contacted first. Loïc answered that Security should be the first department notified 

for the quickest response. 

5. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

a) VCC Day 

Miles DeNora announced that VCC Day will be on January 16, 2014. It was decided to have it 

the Thursday before classes begin for the Winter 2014 semester because the Academic Calendar 

this year was very tight. Miles discussed some of the activities that will be taking place for VCC 

Day and explained that a survey will be sent out to the community to find out what kind of 

workshops would be of interest. In addition, Miles mentioned that other Cégeps will be invited to 

participate in Vanier's VCC Day. Miles added that attendance for VCC Day is compulsory for 

faculty. 

b) Social Science Festival (J. Vallée) 

 

Jacky Vallée announced that the Social Science Festival will be held the week of October 21, 

2013. Jacky encouraged members to attend and to take a look at the schedule online. There will 

be activities for a variety of interests and Jacky asks that members encourage their students to 

attend.  

James Pan made a comment that it would be useful to have the meeting announcements sent out 

prior to the meetings. 

7. Varia 

a) Women in Science Day (E. Caldwell) 

Evangeline introduced the work that Stephanie Felkai has done for the Women in Science Day. 

Stephanie has brought together many women from different colleges and universities who will 

come together for a meet and greet with women scientists. Evangeline mentioned that the 

Women's Studies department will be doing promotion for the event. 

8. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 11:24 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Munro 


