
 
Joint Coordinators’ Meeting 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Brian Aboud Louise Gauthier David Moscovitz 
George Archer Rivka Guttman Stephen Newbigging 
Edward Awad Caroline Hanrahan Diane Nyisztor 
Marc Bélanger Subash Handa Janice Paquette 
Patrick Bouwman Roy Hartling Dave Peters 
Willie Brown Gilbert Héroux Shirley Pettifer 
Stephen Byron Serge Hervouet-Zeiber Spiridoula Photopoulos 
Bev Chandler Don Hetherington Mark Prentice 
Marguerite Corriveau Thomas Ingerman Claire Salzberg 
Maria Da Palma Bachar Karkoukli Terry Saropoulos 
Myra David Stephanie Laett Martin Siberok 
Miles DeNora Kevin Lenton Arlene Steiger 
Nick Deligiannis Eric Lozowy Xavier Trevino 
Kim Kelly Marlene Major John Tromp 
Hodé Erdogan Sandi Mak Nadia Turbide 
Shirley Fee Sevak Manjikian Joe Twardowski 
Joan Fee Taylor John McMahon Quentin Van Ginhoven 
Aurora Flewwelling-Skup Lisa Millelire Nancy Wargny 
Gilda Gangai Rhena Moscovitch Alhan Zahrai 

 
 
1. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved with the following additions: 5 items under Members’ 
Concerns. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes of January 21, 2009 
 

 Minutes were approved with the following change: under (3) Business Arising from 
Minutes (a) Update on Members’ Concerns, Miles DeNora stated that it should read 
“lack of clocks in classrooms”. 
 
3. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
a) Update on Members’ Concerns:  John McMahon 
 

 John reiterated that the College will be looking into the lack of clocks in all classrooms 
and options available for new chalk.  The main issue concerning chalk is that it presently 
comes from the Cleaning budget. 
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 John also mentioned that he is looking into the problem of noise levels from the Student 

Mall and how it affects the Boardroom when it is in use. 
 

 John updated those present regarding telephone requests and problems, and that these 
issues will be resolved shortly. 
 
   
b) Student Academic Success Grant Proposals:  John McMahon 
 

  John said that a modified request form pertaining to Student Academic Success was sent 
out that morning.  These grants must be signed by the department coordinator and 
Faculty Dean before being forwarded to the Academic Dean’s office.  Deadline is March 
4th and feedback will be provided for the Fall 2009 planning. 
 

 Caroline Hanrahan said that some teachers may not be on the list and asked that 
coordinators forward the form to all teachers. 
 
c) Revision of the Academic Policies:  John McMahon 
 

 Caroline Hanrahan sent out a survey on Monday, February 9th.  Of the 66 surveys sent 
out, only 7 have responded.  John McMahon asked that all respond as soon as possible, 
before the end of the week. 
 
 
4. New Business 
 
a. Media Relations Plan:  Bev Chandler 

 
 Bev Chandler spoke on the Media Relations Plan which began in 2007; she requests 

feedback concerning the plan.  Shirley Pettifer commented that she had noticed an 
improvement with the Vanier Intercom; now it contains pertinent information as opposed 
to focussing on Vanier in the News.  Marguerite Corriveau stated that it was the “people” 
that decide the content so all comments are welcome. 
 

 Marc Belanger commented on paragraph 2 of the Media Relations Plan; he wanted to 
know if the College was still working on a new logo and slogan.  Bev responded that there 
was a lot of discussion last year and finally it was determined that it was more important to 
give Vanier a distinctive look through the wordmark than adopting a new logo. 
 

 Joan Fee Taylor asked why the College at large was not informed of the gambling problem 
on campus before it was made public through the media.  Bev proceeded to give the 
background on this situation and how the media became involved.  David Moscovitz said 
that the card playing and gambling should not have been surprise since it had been 
previously discussed at Joints and he commended the Communication Office for their 
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efforts.  Rhena Moscovitch commented that this issue had been discussed several times.  
She said that the media coverage portrayed us as being proactive. 
 

 Patrick Bouwman said that the community at large is sometimes not informed of decisions 
or positions taken in the College, for example, no information was available on the new 
Dean of Applied Technologies.  John McMahon said that the DG had sent out a 
communiqué regarding George Archer’s new position and the fact that the College would 
be looking for a new Faculty Dean. 
 

 Returning to the gambling issue, Nick Deligiannis said that it is bigger than we realize; the 
students are now using dice and the College needs to improve its image.  Bev replied to 
Nick’s comments and said that if he sees any illegal activity it should be reported 
immediately to Student Services. 
 

 John McMahon said that an announcement would be made today regarding the new 
Faculty Dean for Applied Technologies. 

 
b) 2009-2010 Academic Calendar:  Tom Ingerman 
 

Tom reviewed the calendar for the new academic year.  The start and end times of 
Intersessions were discussed along with the pros and cons.   Eric Lozowy said that there 
was a high demand for intersession courses in the French Department, and these should 
continue as an option for the students.  He said that intersessions are usually taught in 12-
14 days, but pedagogically speaking, they really should be 15 days.  John said that this 
was an ongoing issue and could not be resolved today.  Don Hetherington said the matter 
should be discussed by representatives of the French and Modern Languages Departments 
and the academic advisors.  Tom said that Intersessions were an important tool (option) 
for students for various reasons.  Stephanie Laett asked why the Intersessions could not 
begin on a different date.  Tom explained that certain prerequisites (e.g., marks) have to be 
completed before students are permitted to register.  Sandi Mak asked why Intersessions 
could not be offered on Saturdays.  Serge Hervouet-Zeiber said that in his experience 
Intersessions offered students an opportunity to get back in sync with their program.  The 
concentrated nature of the courses was an excellent experience for the students, but 
requires a minimum of 13 days. 
 
 
c) Pilot Project for Admissions:  John McMahon 
In the hopes of increasing enrolment for the technology programs, students who have not 
met the prerequisites/requirements for other programs (Science), could have their 
applications re-examined and possibly redirected into a technology program.  Louise 
Gauthier (Computer Science) said having been involved in the admissions process for her 
program, some students who were refused for the Computer Science and Math program 
were a perfect fit for another.  Rhena Moscovitch was concerned as to who would contact 
these students and that it should be someone who was well informed. 
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George Archer said that every student brings in money; and if enrolment figures are 
increased in the technologies, everyone benefits.  He repeated that if they are refused in 
other programs, students could be redirected to technologies.  He reiterated that we must 
have the right people and resources available to see that this process was carried out 
correctly.  Nancy Wargny said that she is in favour of this plan; it means more allocation 
and capital, and full classes mean less of a drain on the system. 
 
Shirley Pettifer, taking the point of view of a parent, said she would be concerned about 
the transition from pre-university into technology; Computer Science & Math into 
Computer Science was a logical step but there should be no coercion to persuade students 
to change from other pre-university programs into a technology.  Stephanie Laett said she 
disagrees with Shirley Pettifer.  She promotes the technologies because they are smaller 
programs and provide more individual attention. 
 
Rivka Guttmann, who is involved in the selecting of new Nursing admissions, said that it 
would be useful to be able to provide feedback/comments through SRAM for potential 
students. 
 
Nancy Wargny said that Social Science Three Mathematics and the Social Science 
Majors are good options. 
 
Nick Deligiannis said that the College has to do a better job in promoting the 
technologies.  Aurora said that students are often strongly encouraged to stay in Science, 
even at the high school level.  Rhena Moscovitch said that students need to be informed 
concerning pre-requisites for university.  Nadia Turbide said that students who are in a 3-
year career or technology program, can often be credited for courses taken at the cegep 
level if they choose to go on to university. 
 
Patrick Bouwman said that we can’t coerce students to go into the technology programs; 
students need to be able to have choices when they apply.   If students are rejected from a 
particular program, they could interpret it as a rejection from Vanier.  Miles DeNora 
asked who would be contacting the students and would there be a instruction manual to 
refer to? 
 
John McMahon said that this would be a good discussion item for Academic Council; if 
the project goes ahead, it needs to have the appropriate resources. 
 
   
5. Member’s Concerns 
 
a) Aurora Flewwelling-Skup asked about the status of the college security plan that was 

discussed last year.  A report from Paul Fournier might be in order. 
She also asked whether the College had plans to mark Remembrance Day next year.  
John replied that there were no plans yet, but the matter could be discussed. 
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b) Quentin Van Ginhoven asked if the date for mid-term assessments was included in 
the calendar.  The response was that it is usually not included and would be 
announced later. 
He also was concerned that some office doors in the N building fourth floor had been 
left open.  It was suggested that he report it to cleaning@vaniercollege.qc.ca. 
His third point was about a rush purchase order that took too long to process.  John 
replied that the college is working on improving all processes including purchasing. 

 
c) Sevak Manjikian noted that newspapers delivered to the N building often ended up on 

the floor or in the garbage.  He suggested that the delivery should be terminated. 
 
d) Joe Twardowski asked if the monitors announcing class cancellations in the Sports 

complex would be returned to service.  John replied that the system will be updated. 
 
e) Kevin Lenton suggested that the date and origin should be included on all documents 

circulated to members of Joint coordinators. 
 
 
6. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 
 
a) Board of Directors 
• The IPESA evaluation was accepted and will be sent to the CEEC.  Implementation 

of the recommendations will begin right away. 
• International exchange agreements with two French universities were approved. 
• Two joint Science projects with the Université de Montréal were approved. 
• The Bridging Programs evaluation report was presented.  After a long discussion, the 

Academic Council recommendations were approved. 
 
b) Academic Council: 
• Shirley expressed concern that changes made to the Strategic Plan before 

submission to the Board should be explained to Academic Council. 
• The recommendations of the Explorations evaluation were debated and some 

changes were made before sending the report to the Board.  Amongst the changes 
were recommendations that the “College Prep” course not be a credit course and 
that any teacher with the appropriate training could teach the course in Explorations 
5. 

• Two joint Science projects with the Université de Montréal were approved. 
• International exchange agreements with two French universities were approved. 

 
c) Science Curriculum Committee 

• A motion was passed placing a limit on the number of students that can be 
admitted to the Science Program, to be reviewed each year. 

• A modification to the weighting factors in the calculation of the CFS for SRAM 
was discussed and approved. 

• A motion was passed recommending that standards for admission to the Computer 
Science and Math Program be same as for Modified Science. 
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d) Faculty of Social Science, Arts and Letters 

• Marc reported on the status of the Explorations recommendations. 
• An I.T. exit profile for Vanier students was discussed. 
• The rendement scolaire was discussed; continued vigilance was recommended. 
• The Academic Standing meetings in January went very well thanks to the efforts 

of Kay and Nora. 
 
e) General Studies Curriculum Committee 

• A motion was passed supporting the French Department in its altercation with 
MELS over standards in the introductory French course. 

• An I.T. exit profile for Vanier students was discussed. 
• Revisions to the English 001 course were reported. 

 
f) Faculty of Careers and Technical Programs (see attached report) 

 
g) Announcements 
Wilma Brown announced that plans for Summer School will be sent to coordinators 
soon. 

 
Arlene Steiger announced that International Women’s Week would take place March 2 
to 6 with a theme of creating change. Several high profile speakers will take part; see the 
web page next week for details.  All teachers are encouraged to bring their classes. 

 
 
7. Varia 
 
 
8.Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Wendy Ault 
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