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JOINT COORDINATORS COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

10:30 a.m., Boardroom F216 

Attendance: 
 
Aboud, Brian Duba, Zoya Moscovitz, David 
Adams, Rhys Faubert, Stephane Mutter, Gisela 
Amos, Chris Fee Taylor, Joan Newbigging, Stephen 
Archer, George Fee, Shirley Nyisztor, Diane 
Awad, Edward W. Gangai, Gilda Pettifer, Shirley 
Babouras, Helen Gauthier, Louise Photiades, Nick 
Benton, Barrie Hanrahan, Caroline Photopoulos, Spiridoula 
Bernstein, Martha Heroux, Gilbert Prentice, Mark 
Bouwman, Patrick Jones, Maureen Purdy, Kelly 
Byron, Stephen Karkoukli, Bachan Roy, Josée 
Chandler, Bev Lamothe, Estelle Salzberg, Claire 
Chiras, Maria Lozowy, Eric Sendbuehler, Michael 
Cohen, Mark Major, Marlene Siberok, Martin 
Corriveau, Marguerite Mak, Sandi Turbide, Nadia 
Da Palma, Maria Manjikian, Sevak Twardowski, Joe 
David, Myra McMahon, John Van Ginhoven, Quentin 
Deligiannis, Nick Meana, Lourdes Wargny, Nancy 
DeNora, Miles Moscovitch, Rhena 

    
1. Approval of Agenda:  

 
Agenda approved with addition of item 3f under business arising: Clarifications concerning the 
IB report. 
 
 

2. Approval of Minutes: 
 
Minutes approved with a verbal clarification of the policy on self reporting of symptoms from 
H1N1. 
 
 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

a. Update on members’ concerns: many of the members’ concerns are addressed further 
down the agenda.  The other item mentioned was that there has been no further 
information about getting a BIXI stand on campus. Since winter is approaching and the 
BIXIs will soon be hibernating, the issue will be investigated again next semester to see if 
something will be possible for the spring. 
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b. Intercom: Quentin Van Ginhoven presented the following motion: 

 
“Given that Vanier College has a Policy on Sustainable Development.  Given that Vanier 
has received “Cégep Vert” du Québec Status.  I move that the weekly Intercom be made 
available in electronic format only and delivered to email accounts to its intended 
audience.” 
 
Motion was approved with: 21 “For”, 4 “Against”, 15 “Abstentions”.   
 

c. Turnitin: Miles DeNora moved that:  

“Whereas many teachers will be using Turn-it-in, toward the end of this (A09) semester; 
whereas many teachers plan to use it in IP, which is primarily offered in the winter 
semester; and whereas Turn-it-in, will produce a database of papers previously 
submitted by students and thus eliminate the possibility of resubmission of other 
students’ work, we move that the college continue our membership for the H’10 
semester so that teachers have a chance to properly assess its usefulness as an anti-
plagiarism tool.” 

Passed unanimously. 
 
 

d. Rhena Moscovitch reported on the post-validated number of students enrolled at the 
college.  Vanier had 6359 students registered at the beginning of A’09; 6304 of these 
validated; which was an increase of 82 students from A’08.  
  
 

e. Interim Policy for Missed Tests & Assignments:  The policy has been distributed through 
Omnivox to both Teachers and Students.  Students are required to report H1N1 related 
absences to both the College (through Communications) and to their teachers 
individually.  Conversation centered on possible mechanisms to inform teachers 
automatically once the college has been informed so that students couldn’t tell different 
things to different teachers.  One option mentioned was to require that students be 
required to contact all of their teachers with one e-mail or MIO (multiple recipients) so 
that teachers could see who else had been informed.   Another option was distribution 
of lists of all sick students to departmental coordinators.  The Union has concerns about 
the implications on workload and sick day policies which will be raised at CRT. 
 

f. Brian Aboud expressed concerns about the wording used in the minutes from the last 
Joints meeting in paragraph 3d.  He pointed out that the wording leaves open an 
interpretation that the promise of a ‘full and transparent’ IB evaluation report was or 
was not met.  He noted that if the intention of the wording was the latter interpretation 
(i.e. the promise was not met), it would need an explanation.  Shirley Pettifer clarified 
that that was not the intention of the wording.  John McMahon added that in his view 
the promise had been fulfilled.”  
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4. New Business 
 

a. Director General’s Report 
 
The Director General gave a presentation dialoging about the future and direction of the 
College. 
 
The presentation outlined future trends (i.e. financial pressures, demographics); what 
we need to do as an institution (e.g. be innovative, build partnerships with Universities, 
etc.); what our current direction is; and how can we improve/enhance this institution’s 
success. 
 
Rhys Adams asked if the Director General would be interested in giving his presentation 
again, say at UB/department meetings, so that a larger audience could be made aware 
of his message.  The Director General was amenable to this suggestion. 

 

b. The Reform: Preparation for fall 2010 Cohort. 
The first class of students educated under the reform will be entering the college in 
2010.  It is important to be informed and prepare as best as we can.  The Ped Day 
committee considered a workshop on this topic but could not find an appropriate 
speaker.  However, there are a series of upcoming 1-day workshops organized by the 
ministry and pedagogical and other reform-related support will be offered at the college 
following these ministry workshops.  The most accessible MELS workshop for us will be 
held at Dawson College on November 27th from 9 am to 3 pm and we need good 
representation there so teachers are urged to register online and attend.   Questions 
were asked about how the policy on substitutions would be applied to teachers 
attending this workshop – will first time absences be covered so that classes do not 
need to be cancelled?   The Deans will decide.  The morning session will be about the 
general profile of the incoming students as well as the new General education devis and 
the afternoon will break up into program specific workshops.  Additionally, the MELS 
website has a great deal of information on the profile of the new grads.   
 
The Ministry also recommends benchmarking students at the beginning of the semester 
so colleges can provide appropriate academic support.  The Science Faculty has already 
implemented a diagnostic test to test for basic math skills deemed necessary for success 
in science.  This year’s data (pre-reform cohort) will provide a baseline against which the 
results of next year (reform cohort) may be compared. 
 
There is a MELS document on “arrimage” between the high school programs and CEGEP.  
The Academic Dean will ensure that it is translated immediately. 
 
We do not know of any workshops outside of the discipline specific ones (for example 
mathematics) which aim to aid the technology teachers to prepare for the reform. 
 

c. Academic Success Grants 
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The Academic Dean’s office has some (although limited) resources left for those 
interested in submitting an Academic Success Grant for H’10.  A form will be sent out.  
Deadline to apply is November 9th. 

 

5. Members’ Concerns: 
a. Rhena Moscovitch would like to thank the college for taking steps to prevent pigeons 

from loitering over the A-wing entrance.  The absence of pigeon excrement on the stairs 
is greatly appreciated. 

b. The Social Science festival made the papers, with Mike Boone’s column reporting on the 
upcoming talk about Hockey as Religion. 
 
 

6. Faculty Reports: Such reports as were made may be found as appendices to these minutes. 
 
Academic Council: 
 
In the meeting of October 16th 

 
1. Review of the last two chapters of the IB evaluation report was completed.  A motion was 

passed to review the viability of the program in the first meeting after the March 1st 
enrollment deadline.   

 
2. Academic Council approved the following new courses: Development Economics, History of 

Africa, Sociology of Music, and Sociology of Youth Culture. 
 
3. A new Social Sciences Major, Black Studies, was approved whereas the Major in Green 

Studies (also from Social Sciences), was suspended.  
 
4.  Next Academic Council meeting: November 6th. 
 

 
7. Varia 

- An upcoming book entitled “Academics on Zombies” is soliciting pitches for chapters.  
The idea is to apply your discipline to Zombies or problems in Zombieism.  Interested 
teachers should contact Stephen Newbigging for further details. 

- J. McMahon reminded everyone to register for Pedagogical Day activities. 
- The schedule for H’10 will revert back to having Universal Break starting at noon, and 

department meeting time to be blocked off on Fridays at 2:30.  

 

8.  Adjournment 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandi Mak & Stephen Newbigging 

 


