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ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

Friday, May 22, 2015, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 
  
Present: S. Bissonnette, R. Braley, D. Gallagher, M. Gribbon, D. Lafaille, E. Lamoureux, E. Lozowy, M. 
Magnan, S. Newbigging, Z. Orszagh, J. Pan, E. Paronyan, J. Plante, I. Stavrianos, N. Rudi, A. Wong 
 
Regrets: B. Diner, P. Labrinos, M. Ricci 
   
Non-Members: M. Basmadjian, E. Caldwell, C. Gauthier, C. Hanrahan, T. Ingerman, D. Nyisztor, M. 
Sendbuehler 
 
Welcome and Introductions  
Julie Plante, Vice-Chairperson, welcomed members and non-members to the meeting. She announced 
that new members of Council for 2015-2016 have been invited to the meeting. 
 
1.   Approval of the Agenda 
It was moved by A. Wong and seconded by E. Lamoureux to approve the agenda with the following 
additions: 
 
4. iii. Budget Cuts (D. Lafaille) 
6. i. Deans’ Calendar (M. Gribbon) 
6. ii. Program Revision in Music (R. Braley) 
 
It was also suggested that Varia be discussed before Main Business. 
The agenda was approved unanimously. 
 
2.   Approval of the Minutes of May 1, 2015 
It was moved by R. Braley and seconded by E. Paronyan to approve the minutes.  
The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
3.   Business Arising from the Minutes 
None discussed. 
 
4.   Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 
 
       a) Board of Directors 

D. Lafaille listed the items that were discussed at the Board of Directors meeting on May 12th. Items 
included discussions on International Women’s Week at the Executive meeting, increase in student 
fees, and addition of e-cigarettes in the no-smoking policy. 
 
b) Joint Coordinators 
S. Bissonnette gave a report on the items that were discussed at the Joint Coordinators Committee 
meeting on May 6th. The report is appended to these minutes. 

 
On another note, a short discussion took place on students doing their exams in The Learning 
Centre. M. Magnan assured members that guidelines are being followed. She suggested that a 
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presentation at the next Joint Coordinators’ Committee meeting about the services offered by 
Services for Students would help faculty members have a better understanding. 

 
c) Others 
 
i.    Vice-Chair Annual Report (J. Plante) 
J. Plante asked that any changes to the report be emailed to her, which will be announced at the 
next Council meeting on June 8th, as information only. 

 
ii.   Special Academic Council Meeting – Strategic Plan – June 8, 2015, 1 pm (D. Lafaille) 
D. Lafaille reiterated that it is important to have quorum for this meeting to recommend the 2015-
2020 Strategic Plan as a great deal of work was put into producing this document. 
 
iii.  Budget Cuts (D. Lafaille) 
After a recent meeting with other academic deans at CAP, D. Lafaille announced some of the 
repercussions that other colleges have experienced since the recent budget cuts. She explained that 
Vanier is at a healthier stance compared to other colleges who are struggling to maintain services.  

 
6.   Varia 

 
i.    Deans’ Calendar (M. Gribbon) 
M. Gribbon proposed that a joint calendar showing occurring events be publicized by the offices of 
the Faculty Deans, which would facilitate organizing events with students. Z. Orszagh informed her 
that a similar “calendar” already exists on Vanier’s website under “FEATURED”, which showcases 
past, current and future events. 

 
ii.   Program Revision in Music (R. Braley) 
R. Braley announced that two reports have been completed and will be reviewed by program 
committees. He added that these reports are ready to be presented at the first Council meeting in 
the fall. He stressed the need to finalize the grid in order to complete the integration with Clara. 
 
D. Lafaille suggested focusing only on this item at the next meeting and postponing all other items 
to the meeting after. Council agreed to the recommendation. 

 
5.   Main Business 

 
a) Revision of Faculty Guidelines for College-Wide Guest Speakers (E. Lozowy) 
E. Lozowy read aloud the changes to the guidelines. Some members expressed their concerns on the 
last item in which the Academic Council was removed from the appeal process. It was suggested 
that Council be put back into the process as a precaution. Thus, the last sentence of item #6 of the 
proposed revisions should read: “Such a decision may be appealed to a subcommittee of Academic 
Council that will make a recommendation to the Academic Dean.”  
 
It was agreed that Council will determine this subcommittee in the fall. Moreover, D. Lafaille 
suggested that faculty members operate with these proposed guidelines for two years. If changes 
are needed, it will be done accordingly. 
 



 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – May 22, 2015 Page 3 
 

It was moved by E. Lamoureux and seconded by R. Braley to recommend the revision of Faculty 
Guidelines for College-Wide Guest Speakers for two years.  
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
b) Election for 2015-2016 Vice-Chair (J. Plante) 
Before proceeding to a call for votes, J. Planted briefed members on the responsibilities of the Vice-
Chairperson. J. Plante was recommended once again but respectfully declined. 
 
After a short discussion on workload allocations, it was moved by R. Braley and seconded by E. 
Lamoureux to nominate Diane Nyisztor as Vice-Chairperson for 2015-2016. Diane Nyisztor accepted 
the nomination. 
 
There were 13 members in favor, 0 member opposed, and 1 abstention.  
The motion was adopted. 
 
J. Plante thanked all current members of Council, and welcomed the new members of 2015-2016 
who were in attendance. D. Lafaille and members acknowledged J. Plante for the time and effort she 
gave to the Committee. 
 
c) 2014-2015 Teaching Excellence Award Recommendation (D. Lafaille) 
D. Lafaille announced that Carole Gauthier, Respiratory and Anesthesia Technology, was 
recommended by the subcommittee to be the recipient of the 2014-2015 Teaching Excellence 
Award. After D. Lafaille read aloud a few excerpts that students and colleagues have written about 
her, Council applauded Carole for all her accomplishments. 

 
7.   Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janelle Villanueva 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – May 22, 2015 Page 4 
 

JOINT COORDINATORS, MEETING Wednesday, May 6, 2015 
 
Proposal for Modification to Joint Coordinators’ Committee By-Laws Related to Joint Coordinators 
Committee Voting List 
Peter Gantous (Chair) recommended we accept the revised list of voting positions during Joint 
Coordinators’ meetings because it can be reviewed every two years, if necessary.  Thirty-three voted for, 
three voted against and three abstained.  Motion was passed to revise the list of voters. 
 
Food permit 
During the previous meeting there was a concern about the type of food that can be brought on campus 
and the required Vanier food permits.  Processed food can come to the campus (except for soft drinks—
Vanier regulation), but cooked food has to go through the required permits.  There was a concern that 
the ten page permit was too long, and that one teacher is asked to be responsible for any number of 
issues that arise during the event/s because their signature is on the permits. 
 
Notice of Election of 2015/16 Chair 
There will be an election during the next meeting (fall semester) for the Chair. 
 
Malawi Nursing Exchange 
Melodie Hicks presented a short history of the Malawi Nursing Exchange program and showed 
photographs of the students and their work in Malawi.  Melodie opened a clinic for children under five 
years of age.  She recommended everyone consider a trip to Malawi with the Alumni. 
 
STEM Centre 
Students were invited to create a possible plan for the future STEM Centre and submit it in a contest.  
Harry Kavallos (MSC) presented the results.  He encouraged everyone to review the proposals. 
 
Members’ Concerns 
 
There was a concern about the timeline of sending exams to Services for Students.  Victoria Villalba 
(Coordinator for Professional Services) will look into it and get back to the Joints with information. 
 
Pass Day: A motion was passed by the Faculty of Social Sciences, Commerce, Arts & Letters about Pass 
Day. Their concerns about the implementation of this pilot project are a lack of resources, planning and 
the collective agreement. 
There was a discussion: 

 “Every department will be free to do whatever they want.” 

 Architectural Technology is looking forward to it. 

 Animal Health thinks it’s great. 

 Science Program is satisfied. 

 Miles DeNora asked for more consultation. 

 This will affect the Social Science Festival during fall semester. 
 

Announcements 
Richard Klopp mentioned there would be a sustainability course in the fall. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Susan Bissonnette 


