
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JUNE 6, 2014 Page 1 

 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
Friday, June 6, 2014, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 

(Special Meeting) 
 
 

Present: S. Bissonnette, R. Braley, K. Bushell, O. Côté, M. DeNora, D. Gallagher, L. Gauthier, M. 

Gribbon, P. Labrinos, E. Lamothe, E. Lamoureux, E. Lozowy, L. Millelire, D. Nyisztor, Z. Orszagh, J. 

Plante, P. Ross  

 

Regrets: F. Boulmalf, N. Pham 

 

Non-Members: N. W. Bernier, J. Duheme, C. Hanrahan, T. Ingerman, W. Kalina, P. Kingsmill, M. 

Sendbuehler, M. Tavakoli 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Miles DeNora, Vice-chairperson of Academic Council, welcomed members and non-members to the 

meeting.  

 

Before approving the agenda, Peter Ross announced that wine and cheese will be served following the 

meeting.  

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of May 16, 2014 

The minutes were approved by consensus with the following corrections: 

 

i. Under Approval of the Agenda, first paragraph, Julie Plante asked what “them” 

represented. Peter clarified that it should read: “… reviewing various policies”. 

ii. Under Approval of the Agenda, second paragraph, Peter Ross corrected the last phrase by 

removing “then go to Joint Coordinators’ Committee meeting”. 

iii. Under item 4. a) Board of Directors, third bullet point, Peter corrected it to: “Reports 

from the Director General and the Academic Dean”. 

iv. Under item 4. c) Quebec History Course, Peter reworded the last sentence which should 

read: “… and how they could better evolve but no recommendation was put forth”. 

v. Under item 4. d) Others, Eric Lamoureux rectified the program name from Social Law to 

“Law & Society”. 

vi. Under item 5. f) Exit Profile Procedures, last sentence, Julie Plante suggested changing 

“different departments” to “different programs”. 

 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

a)        Search for New Academic Dean 

Normand W. Bernier, Director General, announced that the Academic Dean Search Committee will know 

by the following week if a special meeting should take place on June 16, 2014. 

 

Normand also reported that he will be working alongside Julie Plante and Miles DeNora to update By-law 

#2. Once it is finalized, it will be presented to Council in the Fall and then presented to the Board. 

Normand thanked Julie and Miles for their contribution. 
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4. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

None. 

 

5. Main Business 

 

a) Program Evaluations: 

 

i. Industrial Electronics Technology        

Jason Duheme presented the evaluation report for Industrial Electronics Technology (IET). Jason briefed 

members on the goals of the program and on the roles of teachers and technicians. Jason thanked the 

program department, the Institutional Development and Research Office, and Kim Muncey from The 

Learning Centre for contributing towards putting together the evaluation. Jason mentioned that there is a 

need to realign the grid, which will be looked at in Fall. Jason added that the work plan will be the focus 

of the report. 

 

Members asked if there is a grid presently available with the report. Pattie Kingsmill, Institutional 

Development and Research Office, answered that the full report is currently online and that the grid is in 

Appendix E of the report. Michael Sendbuehler, Dean, Faculty of Careers and Technical Programs, added 

that the document presented has adapted a new format because the previous format was too lengthy and 

too dense. 

 

There were discussions on whether the detailed recommendations online should be considered as oppose 

to only reviewing the Global Recommendations that have been provided. Some suggested that only the 

executive summary and Global Recommendations should be looked at. Others claim that, because the 

recommendations fall under the purview of Council, it is necessary to review the details. Caroline 

Hanrahan, Coordinator, Institutional Development and Research Office, pointed out that the Global 

Recommendations were created to ease the process for Council during the revision stage. However, Diane 

Nyisztor mentioned that the program evaluation policy states that the evaluation report has to be 

recommended as a whole, including all of the details of the recommendations. It was decided that 

members review all of the details of the recommendations and suggest any appropriate changes to which 

Caroline will make the adjustments. 

 

In order to give Council more time to review a full report in the future, Miles suggested that documents 

should be distributed two meetings in advance. 

 

The motion was moved by Eric Lamoureux and seconded by Julie Plante to recommend to the Board the 

program evaluation report for Industrial Electronics Technology, pending that Caroline make the 

necessary adjustments that were suggested by Council. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

ii. Computer Systems Technology 

Caroline Hanrahan presented the evaluation report for Computer Systems Technology (CST) and 

explained that during the last review in February, Council had concluded that the report needed to be 

revised. Caroline reported that numerous feedbacks were taken into consideration, including those of 

Labor Relations Committee (CRT) and Human Resources, and were brought to the CST Program 

Evaluation Committee. 

 

The same concerns were discussed about the recommendations and whether the details should be 

reviewed. Similarly to IET’s program evaluation, Council agreed to review the details of the 

recommendations on Appendix 21 of the report posted online. The proposed changes by Council will be 

adjusted by Caroline.  



 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JUNE 6, 2014 Page 3 

 

 

Caroline mentioned other concerns from the CRT regarding student perceptions on teaching methods, and 

differentiating between old and new cohorts. Caroline proposed to re-examine the current evaluations on 

all teachers or to conduct new evaluations. 

 

Mohamed Tavakoli, Coordinator, Computer Systems Technology, added that the CST department is 

satisfied with the work plan that has been produced and confirmed that it is ready to be put in place in Fall 

2014. 

 

The motion was moved by Louise Gauthier and seconded by Diane Nyisztor to recommend to the Board 

the program evaluation report for Computer Systems Technology with the necessary adjustments made. 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

b)        Policy and Procedures on Complementary Courses 

Eric Lozowy informed members of the importance of complementary courses and how it will benefit a 

student’s learning experience. Eric explained that there are six fields of study, in which the Ministry will 

determine the objectives and standards for each field. Once established, teachers for each field will 

determine the course framework which will eventually develop into a course. Eric further mentioned that 

most complementary courses are double numbered courses. 

 

Eric explained that there was a proposal to create a Complementary Course Committee who will enlist 

four academic administrators, four teachers, and an academic advisor. This committee will receive, on a 

yearly basis, proposal submissions from teachers in September and complementary course offerings in 

February. Moreover, Eric reported that the drafted policy will go to the Board, and adjustments will be 

made, if needed. Eric also mentioned that a member of the Academic Policy Committee, Eli Spiegelman, 

received many feedbacks from several departments and produced a chart with all of the data. 

 

Louise Gauthier brought up a concern on item 3 of the Appendices, Restrictions on the fields of 

complementary courses according to programs, and pointed out that there were some inconsistencies 

with the data provided. Eric recommended that any changes to this item should be reported to Registrars. 

Eric also added that any other changes to the policy procedures should be reported to the Academic Dean.  

 

The motion was moved by Rick Braley and seconded by Julie Plante to recommend to the Board the 

Complementary Courses Policy. Council agreed that the Procedures for Complementary Courses Policy 

will be subject for approval. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

c)        Music Standing and Advancement 

Rick Braley informed members of a modification in the Additional Program Standing Requirement of the 

Student Academic Standing and Advancement for Music, approved by the Music department. The 

department believes that, although there are many factors involved as to why students are on probation, 

students should not be penalized by being expelled from a program. Thus, the Music department has 

agreed that a student has the choice to appeal the expulsion, under certain conditions stated in the 

modification.  

 

Rick mentioned that Tom Ingerman, Dean, Academic Systems, collaborated with the department to work 

on the procedures. Tom explained that in order to be readmitted back into the program, the student will be 

going through an evaluation process while being suspended. 

 

Diane Nyisztor added that the Academic Policy Committee is working on updating the Standing and 

Advancement Policy. 
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The motion was moved by Odette Côté and seconded by Susan Bissonnette to recommend to the Board 

the modification in the Additional Program Standing Requirement for the Music department. 

 

6. Varia 

 

Peter Ross thanked members for their committed work throughout their time of service. Peter continued 

by putting forth a motion of thanks to Miles DeNora for two years of service as Vice-chairperson of 

Council. Council members were in agreement and there was a round of applause around the room. 

 

Miles announced that this would be the last meeting with Wanda Kalina, Assistant to the Academic Dean, 

as she will be retiring in July. Miles commended her for all the dedicated work she has given throughout 

the years. There was a round of applause around the room.  

 

7.        Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:51 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janelle Villanueva 

 


