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ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
Friday, September 6, 2013, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 

 

Present: F. Boulmalf, R. Braley, M. Bucaro, K. Bushell, O. Côté, M. DeNora, L. Gauthier, M. Gauthier, 

P. Labrinos, E. Lamothe, E. Lamoureux, E. Lozowy, L. Millelire, D. Nyisztor, N. Pham, J. Plante 

 

Regrets: D. Gallagher, M. Passucci 

 

Non-Members: M. Gribbon, C. Hanrahan, T. Ingerman, W. Kalina, M. Magnan, S. Manjikian,  

L. Robinson, M. Sendbuehler 

 

Preliminary announcements: 

Miles DeNora welcomed the new Council members for 2013-2014: Julie Plante (Faculty F.S.G.S.), and 

the two student V.C.S.A. representatives Fatima Boulmalf and Nhat Pham. He also announced that Marc 

Passucci (Professional A.V.C.A.) will not be on Council this academic year. 

 

Furthermore, Martine Gauthier, Academic Dean, announced that she has submitted an official request to 

the Board of Directors for a three year mandate renewal. Her strength, adaptability and desire to oversee 

the development of the Student Success Plan through as well as related projects, along with her 

confidence in the management team have solidified her decision to continue her mandate. Martine said 

that a committee for the mandate renewal will be formed at the Sept. 10
th 

Board meeting.  

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

It was suggested to move items 5.b) Presentation on International Studies Course: Holocaust and 

Totalitarianism and 5.f) Revised Professional Unsuitability Policy and Procedures under Main Business 

to the start of the meeting, after Approval of the Minutes. Item 5.a) should read, Election of 2013-2014 

Alternate Vice-chair. 

The agenda was approved by consensus with the above-mentioned modifications. 

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of June 10, 2013 

The following minor corrections were made: 

 

It was asked that on page 2, second line, under item 4.b.) Library Standing Committee Report, the words 

web tutorial be deleted, as it did not accurately describe the OPAC system. Diane Nyisztor clarified that 

on page 5, under item 5.a) Explorations Course Frameworks for Tremplin DCS, line 5, the words 

achievement context should be replaced with content. 

 

Kevin Bushell asked for clarification on item 3.c) Report on Cheating and Plagiarism regarding a 

student’s expulsion due to repeated cheating and plagiarism offenses. It was clarified that an investigation 

is made in every case and the decision to expel a student is at the discretion of the Faculty Dean and 

teacher. For all cases a letter is put in the student’s file. Tom Ingerman, Registrar, said that the issue of 

discretion is clearly stated in the Cheating and Plagiarism Policy. 

 

The Minutes of June 10, 2013 were approved as amended.  

 

Furthermore, following the last meeting of Council, the issue of limited funds within departments for 

operational requests was raised. Monique Magnan, Director of Student Services, said that this is still 

indeed an issue and is being looked into. 
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5. Main Business 

 

b) Presentation on International Studies Course: Holocaust and Totalitarianism 

Sevak Manjikian, Humanities, and Mike Besner, Mathematics, gave a presentation on the International 

Studies Course: Holocaust and Totalitarianism – travels to Poland, Germany, and the Czech Republic. It 

was reiterated that this course was an initiative that was approved by Council in March 2012. The course 

included seven weeks of class work prior to the trip. The events, ideas, and consequences that took place 

during this significant period were explored. Students analyzed the major themes of genocide, 

totalitarianism and the Cold War.  Class content included the following: 

 

 Definition of academic terms; 

 Political implications; 

 Economic factors; 

 Architecture; 

 Augmented lectures via podcasts. 

 

Sevak and Mike noted that during the group trip abroad, every student was collaborative, engaged, and 

respectful. They got to experience what they had learned in class and moreover, every night they 

reviewed key topics together over dinner. Students had a truly transformational experience and overall it 

was a real success. They aim to have another trip like this in 2015, but tied to a Humanities course.    

 

Martine Gauthier thanked Sevak Manjikian and Mike Besner for all of their hard work. They also noted 

the following faculty collaborators: Rhys Adams, Coordinator of Physics, Frédérique Denis, Coordinator 

of Liberal Arts, and Gisela Mutter, Professor, German. 

 

Eric Lozowy, Dean of the Faculty of Science and General Studies, mentioned two other projects 

forthcoming: Sustainability in Action, and Le Nord: territoires et imaginaires.  

 

The experience that these types of courses offer transforms and enriches the students, and institution 

alike.  

 

f) Revised Professional Unsuitability Policy and Procedures 

On behalf of the Academic Policy Committee, Diane Nyisztor presented the revised Professional 

Unsuitability Policy and Procedures. She said that a lot of feedback was received from the Faculty of 

Careers and Technical Programs.  

 

Martine Gauthier noted that the policy needs to be recommended by Council to the Board of Directors for 

final approval; the procedures go to the Board solely as information. She also mentioned that an editor has 

been hired to review final drafts. 

 

Diane said that there was mention of the remediation plan in the previous policy. It was confirmed that 

this will be communicated to the students when they begin their program. However, the case is different 

across FCTP programs.  

 

Rick Braley raised the concern about the issue of misrepresentation.  

 

Following discussion, Council made a few corrections to the document.  
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Louise Gauthier moved that Academic Council approve the revised Professional Unsuitability Policy as 

modified and recommend it to the Board of Directors for final approval. The motion was seconded by 

Rick Braley and was approved unanimously. 

 

Rick Braley moved that Academic Council accept the revised Professional Unsuitability Procedures as 

modified. Julie Plante seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

a) Continuing Education Restructuring 

Martine Gauthier briefed Council on the status of the Continuing Education Restructuring plans, which 

has thus far involved strong collaboration among the Faculty Deans for course review in order to meet 

quality insurance. Michael Sendbuehler, Dean of the Faculty of Careers and Technical Programs, 

confirmed that he has met with all Continuing Education teachers, as well as the students. 

The Office of Institutional Development and Research has also been involved in the process.  

 

Martine confirmed that the renovation is scheduled to take place next summer (2014). The issue of 

Continuing Education students having access to the same services as students in the Day division was 

again stressed as well as the need for a consultation process with regards to non-credit courses. 

 

b) CEEC Recommendations 

Odette Côté, Dean of the Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts and Letters, updated Council on the 

progress of the CEEC (Commission d’évaluation de l’enseignement collégial) recommendations. Four 

key areas are being looked at: 

 

 Student proficiency in language of instruction; 

 Final comprehensive evaluation; 

 Comprehensive Assessment – integration of competencies; 

 Course evaluation - equity. 

 

She reported that work is ongoing this academic year and a report was sent to the CEEC for feedback. 

Caroline Hanrahan, Coordinator of Institutional Development and Research, is working on the action 

plan, which will come to Council for feedback at the next meeting and a presentation will be made in 

collaboration with the Pedagogical Development Office. The report will then go to the Board for final 

approval. 

 

Martine Gauthier said that there also needs to be an informed discussion on course evaluations. This will 

be incorporated into the Student Success Plan.  

 

Odette thanked the CEEC Committee members for their hard work thus far. 

 

c) Music Renovations Plan 

Glen Ethier, Music, gave a summary presentation on the Music Department concerning the request for 

renovation, due to an increasing deterioration of environmental conditions (including severe humidity, 

poor air quality), space, aging infrastructure, and also security features. They are requesting to have  

funding from the Ministry of Education to either build a new structure, or to undergo a complete redesign 

of the current facility. Glen Ethier stated that a partnership with another institution was also suggested. 

The project would require approximately 3 ½ to 4 million dollars to build a new wing. It was estimated 
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that the renovations process would take about five years to complete – two years just in the construction 

phase.  

 

Glen Ethier asked for Council’s support in order to move forward with this initiative on a greater level. 

Martine Gauthier said that she will bring this up at the next Senior Management meeting (Management 

Executive Committee), and suggest hiring a consultant to review the situation. Also, a report will be 

required for the Academic Space Committee and will have to eventually be presented to the new Director 

General. However, it is a reality that many areas in the College still need special attention and upgrade. 

 

Odette Côté thanked Glen for his wonderful presentation. There was a round of applause from Council. 

 

 

4. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

 

a)          Board of Directors 

Tabled. 

 

b)          Others 

Monique Magnan reported on the Vanier College Forces Avenir 2013 Scholarship winners. A gala took 

place in their honour on September 4, 2013 in Québec City.  Matthew Barr, Nursing graduate, won in his 

category, and Yao Wang, Music graduate, won for Arts. 

 

5. Main Business (Continued…) 

 

a)  Election of 2013-2014 alternate Vice-chair 

Rick Braley nominated Eric Lamoureux as Council’s 2013-2014 alternate Vice-chair. The nomination 

was approved unanimously. This is Eric Lamoureux’s second year as alternate Vice-chair. 

 

c) Fall 2013 Enrollment Update  

Tom Ingerman, Registrar, gave Council an update on the Fall 2013 enrollment numbers. He reported that 

in Fall 2013 there were 2608 new student registrations, compared to 2593 in Fall 2012. To date, there are 

6650 registered students total for Fall 2013, as compared to 6718 in Fall 2012. Tom said that by 

validation time, it is likely that this number will go down slightly – by approximately 60 students. 

 

He further reported that there are 38,000 IC’s (inscriptions cours) for Fall 2013.  

 

d) 2013-2014 Academic Council Priorities 

Martine Gauthier reviewed the 2013-2014 Academic Council Priorities. This document was distributed to 

Council prior to the meeting. 

 

The following points were discussed: 

 

 Under Academic Policies Revision – Complementary Course Policy Committee Work Group was 

added. 

o The Policy on Attendance needs to be looked at. 

 Under Program Evaluations – It was noted that one program evaluation is done per year. 

 Professional Music & Song Techniques is divided into two streams: Composition and 

Arrangement, and Performance. 

o It was noted that the Micropublishing and Hypermedia program evaluation is 

ongoing. 
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 Under Program Revisions – Communications and Modern Languages were added. Evaluations 

are still pending for Industrial Electronics and Computerized Systems Technology. 

 It was noted that Alternance travail-études is in collaboration with Student Services. 

 

 

Furthermore, the following items were added to the 2013-2014 Academic Council Priorities list: 

 

1. Academic Dean’s Mandate Renewal 

2. By-Law #2 

3. Relationship with Board of Directors 

4. New Québec History course 

5. Academic Space Committee (taking on a more prominent role) 

6. Charter of Québec Values 

 

e) 2013-2014 Academic Council Standing Committees 

A document was distributed to Council with the membership thus far, however there are still 

representatives missing. Martine Gauthier stressed that these committees should be up and running as 

soon as possible and the mandate and membership should be reviewed and updated when the committees 

meet for the first time this semester. Faculty representatives are communicated via the V.C.T.A. 

 

Eric Lozowy noted that the Academic Space Committee should have representation from the Office of 

Services for Students. Also, student representatives from the V.C.S.A are needed. 

 

g) Academic Council Representation on Music Program Evaluation Committee 

Rick Braley volunteered to be the Academic Council representative on the Music Program Evaluation 

Committee. It was approved unanimously. 

 

6. Varia 

None. 

 

7. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina Gudzio 


