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ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Friday, May 17, 2013, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 

 

Present: Rick Braley, Kevin Bushell, Cari Clough, Odette Côté, Miles DeNora, Dale 

Gallagher, Louise Gauthier, Peter Labrinos, Véronique Lalonde, Estelle Lamothe, Eric 

Lamoureux, Eric Lozowy, Diane Nyisztor, Lisa Millelire, Marc Passucci, Matthew Silva 

Foley 

 

Regrets: Valerie Broege, Maria Bucaro 

 

Non-members: Cindy Blauer, Caroline Hanrahan, Thomas Ingerman, Wanda Kalina, 

Bill Mitchell, Julie Plante, Miranda Rafuse, Michael Sendbuehler 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 

Miles DeNora, Vice-Chair of Academic Council welcomed members to the meeting. 

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

 

Eric Lozowy mentioned that 4. d) Voluntary 6
th

 Hour of Physics NYA would be tabled 

until the June 10
th

 Academic Council meeting.  

 

2. Approval of the Minutes of April 26, 2013 

 

The Minutes of April 26 were approved with no changes. 

 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

a) Student Success Plan 

 

Tabled. 

 

b) CEEC Recommendations 

 

Odette Côté gave an update from the May 7
th

 meeting with a visit from Robert Howe. 

The committee is working on a document that will include a table and a timeline for 

dealing with the CEEC Recommendations to be presented to the Board of Directors. 

 

 

c) Revision of Policy 7210-41: Research Involving Human Participants 

 

Caroline Hanrahan discussed including the policy in the appendix but said that the 

Research Ethics Board did not recommend including it. However, they have included 
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definitions of “minimal risk” and “vulnerable population” will also be included in the 

appendix. These were the only changes that were made to the policy.  

 

Diane Nyisztor recommended the approval of the Policy 7210-41 Research Involving 

Human Participants. Eric Lamoureux seconded the motion. The policy was approved by a 

unanimous vote. 

 

d) Continuation of Voluntary 6
th

 Hour of Physics NYA 

 

Tabled. 

 

e) Statement of Issues and Challenges 

 

Miles DeNora mentioned that he received an email from the Chair of the Board of 

Directors and read it aloud. Miles said that Council needed to decide if they would act on 

the email and if they will be making changes to the Issues and Challenges document. 

 

Miles discussed the changes that had been made to the Issues and Challenges document 

and said that Academic Council had been asked to provide feedback on the revised 

version. Martine Gauthier explained that her understanding of the document was to assist 

the hiring firm in the search for a new Director General. Martine had also asked the 

Board of Directors if the document would be used for the interim position of the Director 

General but did not receive a definite response. 

 

Kevin Bushell suggested making a change under the budgets and funding section to 

include an item to improve transparency. Eric Lozowy said that he did not recommend 

that Academic Council spend an extensive amount of time analyzing the document and 

numbering the changes they would like to make. Martine Gauthier agreed and suggested 

including the original Academic Council document that had been sent to the Board of 

Directors and send both documents to the hiring committee from Academic Council and 

the Board of Directors respectively. 

 

Diane Nyisztor asked how this document would be used by the hiring firm. Martine 

Gauther replied that it would be used to write up the new profile for the Director General. 

 

Rick Braley asked if Academic Council could suggest that the document be edited. 

Martine Gauthier responded that a suggestion to send the documents to Kim Muncey in 

the Learning Centre for editing can be made. 

 

Miles DeNora wrapped up the discussion by confirming that Academic Council had 

decided to attach Academic Council’s previous document and recommend that the Board 

of Directors’ document be revised for grammatical corrections. 

 

4. Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 
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a) Board of Directors 

 

Miles DeNora gave an update on the communication with the Chair of the Board of 

Directors and said that the Chair has said he will not distribute Academic Council’s letter 

to the Board. 

 

Lisa Millelire asked if the Chair had any legal responsibility to communicate information 

sent by Academic Council to the members of the Board. Miles DeNora responded that his 

assumption was that the Board of Directors had not yet been informed of the grievance 

against ByLaw No. 2. Lisa insisted that Academic Council’s must be brought to the 

attention of all members of the Board of Directors. 

 

Eric Lamoureux suggested asking the support staff, teacher and student representatives 

who are present at the Board of Directors meetings to present Academic Council’s letter. 

Miles DeNora said that to do that each body would have to ask their respective 

representative.  

 

Martine Gauthier mentioned one of the suggestions made by a member of the Board of 

Directors to have a meeting for discussion. Martine continued to say that there is a 

concern that this will impinge on the timeline for the search for a new Director General 

but that she feels it is important for Academic Council and the Board of Directors to have 

a meeting for discussion of the matter. Martine suggested Academic Council should 

encourage a meeting for discussion and make apparent its willingness to move forward 

because it is important that Academic Council reflects a strong inclination to act in the 

best interests of the College. 

 

Kevin Bushell expressed his agreement with inviting members of the Board of Directors 

to a meeting and asked if it would be ideal to hire an external mediator for the meeting. 

Eric Lamoureux responded that a grievance is not a legal proceeding and said they were 

presently at a point of discussion. Miles DeNora replied that if the proceedings get to that 

point, an external mediator could be suggested. 

 

Eric Lamoureux said that it would be interesting if an annual meeting between Academic 

Council and the Board of Directors could be scheduled to foster a sense of collegiality.  

 

 

 

 

b) Joint Coordinators 

 

Diane Nyisztor reported on the items that were discussed at the last meeting of Joint 

Coordinators on May 8, 2013. The report is appended to these minutes. 
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c) Others 

 

Miles DeNora made an announcement that the Interim Director General appointment will 

take place at the June 10
th

 meeting but there will be other items on the agenda. The 

meeting will begin at one o’clock and is schedule to end at three o’clock but the meeting 

may run longer. 

 

5. Main Business 

 

a) Elections for 2013-2014 Vice-Chair 

 

Rick Braley nominated Miles DeNora for 2013-2014 Vice-Chair of Academic Council. 

The vote was unanimous in favor of Miles DeNora for 2013-2014 Vice-Chair. 

 

b) 2012-2013 Teaching Excellence Award 

 

The 2012-2013 Teaching Excellence Award Committee`s recommendation to give the 

award to Karen Tennenhouse was unanimously endorsed by Academic Council. 

 

c) ECE Program Evaluation Report 

 

Cindy Blauer made a presentation of the Early Childhood Education program evaluation. 

 

Martine Gauthier asked if the Continuing Education ECE program evaluation for the 

AEC program was done at the same time. Cindy responded that it wasn’t and Diane 

Nyisztor continued to say that in the past both had been done but this was the first time 

the evaluation had not done been done for both programs at the same time. 

 

Eric Lamoureux moved to accept the ECE Program Evaluation. Marco Passucci seconded 

the motion. The ECE Program Evaluation was accepted by unanimous vote.  

 

Eric Lozowy asked for clarification on the significance of the motions to accept program 

evaluations. Miles DeNora explained that as a committee, Academic Council accepts the 

evaluation of the program and the recommendations that have been made. Martine 

Gauthier added that Academic Council should supportive of the Student Success and 

Strategic Plans so that programs and feedback reflect these plans and the 

recommendations move the college forward in terms of student success.  

 

Kevin Bushell suggested that Academic Council create a template for program 

evaluations. Martine replied that some committees at other colleges have the criteria 

identified on the agenda. Miles DeNora responded that the criteria should be identified at 

the program committee level. 

 

d) 2013-2013 Program Evaluation Schedule 
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Caroline Hanrahan made a presentation. 

 

e) KPI (Key Performance Indicators) 

 

Caroline Hanrahan made a presentation on KPI. 

 

Martine Gauthier insisted that program KPI be included in the Student Success Plan. 

Martine suggested that Academic Council discuss KPI to ensure that they are in 

accordance with the Student Success Plan. 

 

Diane Nyisztor noted that the KPI was very useful to have during the ECE program 

evaluation. Diane found the information important in directing the program to its problem 

areas and where the program should focus its attention to further help the students. 

 

6. Varia 

 

None. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Munro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Report for Academic Council  

May 17, 2013 

Joint Coordinators Meeting May 8, 2013 

 

 

1.  Martine Gauthier and Diane Nyisztor presented the consultation on the revision to the 

Professional Unsuitability policy and procedures.  

2.  Alena Perout discussed the election process for 2013-2014 for Joint Coordinators.  

3.  Robert Howe did a presentation on Competency-based Education and Program Approach.  
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