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ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 
Friday, May 11, 2012, 1:00 p.m., room F-216 

 

Present: M. Abiri, V. Broege, C. Clough, M. DeNora, I. Der Aprahamian, M. Gauthier, A. Goldberg, R. 

Herrera, A. Islam, P. Labrinos, E. Lozowy, M. Lynch, L. Meana, M. Passucci, S. Pettifer, M. Sendbuehler 

Regrets: M. Besner, D. A. Frenza 

Non-Members: F. Andrews, E. Awad, R. Braley, W. Brown, M. Bucaro, K. Bushell, M. Chiras, S. 

Cohen, O. Côté, R. Curtis, H. Erdogan, G. Gangai, C. Hanrahan, W. Kalina, T. Ingerman, V. Lalonde, E. 

Lamoureux, J. Macdonald, M. Magnan, L. Millelire, D. Nyisztor, A. Phillipas, M. Prentice, K. 

Tennenhouse,  

 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was re-organized in the following order: item 5a) Elections for 2012-2013 Vice-chair and 

5b) 2011-2012 Teaching Excellence Award (in camera) were moved up after Approval of the Agenda. 

In addition, item 4h) Program Committee and Vanier College Coordinators’ guide was added. 

 

The agenda was approved by consensus with the above-mentioned changes.  

 

5.    Main Business 

 

a)    Elections for 2012-2013 Vice-chair 

Shirley Pettifer opened the floor for nominations for the 2012-2013 Vice-chair.  Marc Passucci 

nominated Miles DeNora and he accepted. Ricardo Herrera clarified that only the 2012-2013 

Academic Council members could vote on this nomination. 

 

The 2012-2013 Council members voted, and it was approved unanimously. 

 

b)    2011-2012 Teaching Excellence Award (in camera) 

 

Discussion was held in camera, regarding the winner of the 2011-2012 Teaching Excellence Award. 

 

2.     Approval of Minutes of April 20, 2012 

Minor corrections included the following: page 1, paragraph 6, last sentence: “He also commented that 

the last program revision for General Studies (not English) took place in 1998…”  

 

Furthermore, on page 3, paragraph 1: Computer Systems Technology was corrected to Computer Science 

Technology. 

 

Miles DeNora moved that Academic Council approve the minutes of April 20, 2012 as corrected and it 

was seconded by Lourdes Meana.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

  

 

3.   Business Arising from the Minutes 

 

a)   Library Renovations Update 

Monique Magnan, Director of Student Services, presented a brief update on the renovations project.  She 

reported that they met with the funding firm last Monday. Results need to be submitted to the Board of 

Directors before she can announce how much money they will receive, however, she anticipates that it 
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will not be as much as they hoped.  Therefore, they will have to work with external links. More details 

will come at the next meeting. 

 

Moreover, she reported that the following topics were discussed at the last Library Committee meeting: 

 

 Updated regulations for library – now on website, and in one full document. Some of these 

regulations include the Food and Drink policy, and well as the policy on Noise in the library. 

 Discussion ensued about the library databases; some were cancelled and others were also added 

to the library’s website. Any concerns about this should be reported to Nina Arabian. 

 Summer Library hours: 

o Until May 18, no change. 

o Closed on Victoria weekend (May 19-21). 

o After May 22 – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

o Summer Friday afternoons – closed. 

 Discussion about staffing also took place; they are in the process of hiring a Technician.  

 

b)    Strategic Plan and Academic Success Plan 

Martine Gauthier reported that the Strategic Plan will be brought forth at the next Board of Directors 

meeting on May 22, 2012.  Vanier College’s current Strategic Plan expires on June 13, 2013.  

Furthermore, she informed Council that the Academic Success Plan has not been renewed since 2004. 

She mentioned that it took a year and a half to finalize last time.  

 

c)    Pedagogical Advisor Position(s) 

Martine Gauthier said that currently there are two vacant positions in Continuing Education which will be 

incorporated into the Academic sector. She also reported that discussions are taking place regarding the 

Pedagogical Development Office, specifically, a concern about teachers taking on the role of Pedagogical 

Advisors and thus creating an overlap between the two. 

 

Before moving on to the next item, Shirley Pettifer took the time to introduce the new Academic Council 

members for the 2012-2013 year. They are: 

 

Véronique Lalonde – Student Representative 

Rick Braley- Faculty (F.S.S.C.A. & L) 

Kevin Bushell – Faculty (F.S.G.S.) 

Maria Bucaro – Faculty (F.S.G.S.) 

Eric Lamoureux – Faculty at large 

Diane Nyisztor – Faculty (F.C.T.P.) 

Odette Côté - Administration 

Angelo Phillipas – Faculty (V.C.T.A.) 

Lisa Millelire – Faculty (F.S.S.C.A. & L) 

 

 

d)  Fall 2012 Enrollment Update 

Thomas Ingerman briefly reported that there were 2208 admissions from Round 2.  He informed Council 

that the deadline for Round 3 is May 28, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. 

 

e)   Memorandum of Understanding with University of Fredericton 

Marc Passucci, Academic Advising, gave a summary of the research he conducted based on the last 

presentation at Council of this memorandum between Vanier College and the University of Fredericton 

concerning access to a Bachelor’s Degree for Vanier students in the Business, Management and 
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Accounting programs. It was moved at the last meeting that Academic Advising review this information 

before it gets approved by Council. 

 

Marc stressed that are certain points of information that students should know. After speaking to 

University representatives from McGill and Concordia, he learned that the courses at Husson University 

are not equivalent to McGill courses, and thus would not be eligible for the Master program. He also 

commented that students from Concordia might apply to Husson but may not complete the program, and 

if this is the case, McGill would not consider their courses to be equivalent. Moreover, he also looked at 

requirements to satisfy CGA (Certified General Accountant).  Concordia’s John Molson School of 

Business said that CGA requirements were met, however, Marc did not find this accurate – he said that 

there are still extra courses that need to be passed. He stressed that it is important to make sure students 

have a recognizable degree that is CGA Québec approved. Furthermore, Marc stated that NIYASS has 

recognized the degree at University of Fredericton, but CGA designation would have to be verified for 

Husson as well as an assessment from MICC. 

 

Other details presented included: 

 

 $950 per course 

 All courses are done online (takes approximately one year to complete). 

 Total cost to complete the Bachelor’s degree is approximately $10,000.00. 

 Deemed by Canadian Colleges to be equivalent to 3
rd

 year of University in the U.S. 

 

Thus, Marc summarized that students should be aware of the limitations of this program, and the related 

costs. 

 

Thomas Ingerman clarified that by completing this degree, students will be eligible to qualify for CGA 

recognition, but this status is not automatic. 

 

Thomas Ingerman moved that Academic Council approve the Memorandum of Understanding with 

University of Fredericton with the above-mentioned qualifiers.  The motion was seconded by Michael 

Sendbuehler and was passed unanimously. 

Due to a later arrival, Stephen Newbigging’s presentation of item 3f) was delayed. 

 

 

g)   CEEC Final Report on the Evaluation of the Application of the IPESA  

Caroline Hanrahan reported that the results were discussed at the last Academic Policy Committee 

meeting; the Action Plan will continue to be followed and more information will be updated at upcoming 

APC meetings.  Martine Gauthier reiterated that Academic Council will continue to address this issue in 

the new Academic year, as well recommendations that need to be discussed. 

 

Ricardo Herrera asked if these recommendations will include the IPESA; Martine Gauthier replied that 

they will, and will be back on the Academic Policy Committee agenda. 

 

h)   2012-2013 Academic Calendar 

Tom Ingerman reported that the last item to approve for the 2012-2013 Academic Calendar is the change 

of date for VCC Day from Oct. 16 to Oct. 30, 2012.  This change will go to the Board of Directors for 

approval next week.  
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Thus, Ricardo Herrera moved that Academic Council make a recommendation to the Board of Directors 

to approve the 2012-2013 Academic Calendar. The motion was seconded by Valerie Broege and was 

passed unanimously. 

 

 

4.   Reports, Announcements and Correspondence 

 

a)   Long Range Planning Committee 

Martine Gauthier reported that at last Friday’s LRPC meeting, the exit survey was reviewed and edited; it 

is ready to be released. 

 

The following items were reported: 

 

 A concern that students will actually take the time to do the survey. An initiative was put forth to 

make participation more enticing, and so two special edition iPod nanos were ordered as prizes. 

 Version is loaded from Descormiers; students will do a test run (pilot) first, and the live version 

will be ready next week.  

 

Martine thanked Caroline Hanrahan and Lourdes Meana for their excellent work on this. She reiterated 

that this survey will help the College really understand the students and the way in which the survey 

compiles information will be extremely beneficial as a result. 

 

Martine also volunteered to provide any additional funding support that is needed for this project.  

 

b)   Information Technology in Teaching and Learning Committee 

Wilma Brown presented ITTLC’s recommendations to Council. She stressed that the committee still does 

not have a representative for Social Science.  She mentioned that next year they hope to have 

representatives from all Faculties. 

 

 

 

Recommendations included: 

 

1. Survey the entire Vanier Community (via Omnivox) and incorporate different activities.  

2. Direct agreement with Continuing Education to support their initiatives with regards to offering 

online non-credit courses and online components within a Technology Attestation. 

3. Offer face-to-face activities at 70% and online activities (both synchronous and asynchronous) at 

30%.  

4. Provide support for teachers interested in developing learning activities using technology within 

regular face-to-face courses, including online components. 

5. Information and Communication Technology: high expectation for students to be technological 

savvy. 

6. Support the development of online tutorials. 

7. Prioritize IT Support Services’ request to install wireless coverage throughout the campus to 

support pedagogical uses of WiFi-enabled devices. 

 

c)   Academic Space Committee 

Michael Sendbuehler presented a brief update on the topics that were discussed at the last ASC meeting. 

They discussed the mould situation and its impact on the Academic programs in the N-building. He also 

mentioned that updates on lab space renewal plans for the D-300 floor will soon be finalized. 
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e)   International Education Committee 

Judy Macdonald made a request that VCTA supply members for this committee.  Janice Paquette has 

made note of this and they plan to meet in early to mid-August to discuss it further. 

 

f)    2012-2013 Standing Committees 

Shirley Pettifer made a suggestion that people be named in the spring to meet early in the semester as 

opposed to halfway through. 

 

g)   Joint Coordinators Committee  

Miles DeNora gave a report on the topics that were discussed at the last Joint Coordinators’ Committee 

meeting on May 2, 2012. The report is appended to these minutes. 

 

h)    Others 

 Program Committees 

On behalf of the Faculty of Social Science, Commerce, Arts & Letters, Dean Odette Côté thanked 

Shirley Pettifer for her hard work in putting together the program committees for all of the Faculties. 

 Vanier College Coordinators’ Guide 

Odette stressed that it will be good to have one guide available for each of the three Faculties; it is 

almost complete and will be sent out to key members for review.  Once again, she thanked Shirley 

Pettifer on her excellent job in coordinating this. 

 

Shirley Pettifer also thanked Martine Gauthier for providing release for this project. 

 

 

3.    Business Arising from the Minutes (continued) 

 

f)    Revised Science ESP 

Stephen Newbigging presented a more detailed document outlining the revised Science ESP, as per 

Council’s recommendation at the last meeting. He said that they looked at courses that would be good for 

Health and Pure & Applied Science.  The question of how many components was raised; Stephen 

clarified that students need to pass one component of ESP.  

 

Marc Passucci readdressed the issue that every course that offers the ESP option will have 20% allocated 

to ESP, but his concern remains ultimately with the policy allowing students to be able to complete an 

ESP project only in January or May winter semester. This is problematic for students who need to 

complete an ESP project in the fall semester in order to be eligible for university in a winter semester. 

Furthermore, Miles DeNora raised a few concerns: 

 

 Heavy workload for 20% 

 Concern regarding equity, for example, if students choose to do an oral presentation, it is a 

standard component – but they are not getting the same experience; no breakdown, or percentages 

provided in the revised ESP proposal. 

 Satisfying the French component – an abstract: reading a source material and applying that 

information – again, a vague breakdown. He requested more details. 

  

Caroline Hanrahan stressed that we must refer to the ESP as Comprehensive Assessment. As far as equity 

is concerned, it would be ideal to have program committees establish a marking system to form some 

consistency.  

 



 

6 
 

Eric Lozowy, Faculty Dean of Science and General Studies, addressed Marc Passucci’s concern and 

stressed that the setup of the Comprehensive Assessment does indeed place an emphasis on the quality of 

education.  

 

Furthermore, he explained that it is a project-based assignment with a research component, which in 

essence, is not really possible as a stand-alone project.  

 

Ricardo Herrera noted that the revised Comprehensive Assessment guidelines should be addressed to the 

Vanier community and would be important to post this information to students on the website (perhaps 

via Omnivox).   

 

Shirley Pettifer moved discussion forward and recommended that the Science Program Committee move 

forward with this, but proposed that the Science Curriculum Committee revise it and bring back to 

Council, especially in regards to the concerns that were brought up, which include: 

 

 Competencies 

 Equity 

 Grid, length of project 

 Number of disciplines that students should integrate and minimum number of sources. 

 Concern with French component (article), as opposed to an abstract. 

 

Thus, Mike Besner moved that Academic Council approve the revised Science Comprehensive 

Assessment, but provisional to the review of the Science Curriculum Committee. The motion was 

seconded by Avi Goldberg and was passed unanimously.  

 

 

c)    General Education Committee – Membership and Mandate 

Ron Curtis presented the mandate of the General Education Committee, which is a subcommittee of the 

General Studies Curriculum Committee; Shirley Pettifer thanked Ron for forwarding this document to 

Council. The primary objective of this Committee is to support and reinforce the significance of the 

contributions of General Education to the development of students in all programs at Vanier College. 

 

 

d)    Special Support for Physics NYA 

James Pan – Coordinator, Physics Department, and Kevin Lenton, Physics, presented a proposal and 

motion to Council regarding the department’s initiative to increase student success in Physics NYA . The 

Physics Department made the following motion: 

 

“That Academic Council approves the addition of one contact hour per week on an experimental basis 

and class size of maximum 30 students in Physics NYA, starting in Fall 2012, Students’ attendance for 

this additional contact hour is non-mandatory but is strongly recommended.” 

 

This came as a result from the concern that students are not getting sufficient preparation – the 

department would like to introduce new methods of teaching. Kevin quoted a line from the NY Times: 

“...to learn Science through hands-on activities, rather than watching…” However, Kevin stressed that 

this is difficult to achieve in a 1.5 hour class. 

 

They went on to explain that it can be implemented by the following: 

 

 Active learning; 
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 No additional allocation; 

 Same course content; 

 No change in ponderation; 

 Teachers inform students during the first class that the extra hour is non-mandatory. 

 

Marianne Lynch made a suggestion to change the motion to the following: 

 

That Academic Council strongly recommend a class size of a maximum of 30 students in Physics NYA 

starting in Fall 2012. The motion was seconded by Ricardo Herrera and was passed unanimously.  

 

However, more discussion followed and several concerns from Council arose regarding the notion of an 

extra contact hour. If a contact hour is attached to the course, students would feel compelled to stay. 

Ricardo said he would sooner support a separate hour of tutorial. Furthermore, Lourdes Meana said they 

face a similar problem in the Quantitative Methods (QM) course, where an additional hour was given. If 

teachers say it is a particular separate hour, they will get their most motivated students and is misleading 

otherwise. Also, calling the contact hour a “non-mandatory” hour is problematic.  

 

In contrast, Karen Tennenhouse commented that if the purpose is to motivate the students, it would be 

more effective to have the contact hour as a mandatory hour. Also, teachers would make better use of 

their time. However, they should also be respectful to those students who do not want to stay; and it 

should also be voluntary on the part of the teachers.  

 

James Pan noted that the addition of this contact hour would have to be coordinated with the Scheduling 

Department. Tom Ingerman said that it is easier for Scheduling to reserve the time in blocks. 

 

Eric Lozowy stated that this initiative was agreed upon by CRT and that there was time to study the 

effectiveness of these measures. The discipline is committed. He commented that as this initiative would 

be done on an experimental basis, there would be time to readdress these issues at Council. Moreover, 

Martine Gauthier commended the Physics Department on the pro-active decision to engage in active-

learning – a decision which she also fully supports.  

 

Ricardo Herrera moved that Academic Council approve, on an experimental basis for 2012-2013, the 

proposed 6
th
 hour of 203-NYA Mechanics to be offered as a one hour tutorial session that students would 

attend on a totally voluntary basis, and scheduling to be determined. Ayvi Islam seconded the motion and 

it was passed unanimously. 

 

Miles DeNora made a final key reminder to Council, in that it is imperative that teachers cover mandatory 

material in the regularly scheduled 1 ½ hour Physics course – and not leave any part of their lesson plan 

for the extra tutorial session. 

 

 

b)   2011-2012 Teaching Excellence Award 

Based on a motion that was passed unanimously by Council, Martine Gauthier reported the two winners 

of the 2011-2012 Teaching Excellence Award: Yung Truong from the French Department, and Bachar 

Karkoukli from Building Systems Engineering Technology. She first read a few excerpts from Yung 

Truong’s nomination from her students. They noted her “constant determination and devotion to her job.” 

And further she “has a way of teaching French that is very different…” Another student wrote, “Teaching 

the French language is never boring.” 
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Yung Truong was present at the meeting to accept the news, and responded: “C’est très touchant. Merci 

beaucoup!” 

 

Moreover, Martine presented Bachar Karkoukli’s nomination and noted his contributions to teaching 

excellence, as defined by his students. They came up with several notable points – his nomination 

package included a creative collaborative effort from his students whereby they spelled out his name with 

each letter representing a different quality. Some of the qualities included the following: “Adapts special 

methodologies; renovates lab equipment; really willing to participate; keeps awareness of latest 

innovations; overall excellent organizational skills; knows how to properly coordinate program; and 

finally, is extremely dedicated to his profession…” 

 

Bachar responded that he was “extremely touched and honored to receive this award.” And further, “I 

have tears in my eyes to hear this…” 

 

Martine once again congratulated and thanked them both and there was a round of applause from Council. 

 

 

e)   Suspension of Black Studies Major 

Odette Côté, Faculty Dean of Social Science, Commerce, Arts & Letters, briefly summarized and 

presented a motion that was passed at the last Social Science meeting on April 25, 2012, stating that the 

Black Studies Major be suspended due to lack of enrollment and asked Council for approval. 

 

Miles DeNora moved that Academic Council approve the suspension of the Black Studies Major due to 

lack of enrollment. Marianne Lynch seconded the motion. Isabelle Der Aprahamian asked why the Black 

Studies Major couldn’t be offered to students as an option, such as the Major in Women’s Studies. Mark 

Prentice said this would not be feasible. 

 

Thus, the motion was passed with one abstention. 

 

f)    Bilingual DEC 

Moreover, Odette stated that on the Jan. 21
st
, 2011 meeting, it was moved by Peter Ross, seconded by 

Sylvie Lord that Academic Council recommend to the Board of Directors to approve the bilingual DEC. 

 

Odette further explained that the grid would be finalized once MELS approves it; a bilingual DEC ad-hoc 

committee would be formed; in Winter 2012, the Social Science program committee was formed – the 

first meeting took place on Jan. 12, 2012. Eric Lozowy stressed that it is important to refer to this DEC by 

its proper title, Enriched Second Language Social Science DEC.  On May 3, 2012, a motion to 

recommend to Academic Council that Vanier College endorse the Enriched Second Language Social 

Science DEC was made.  

Avi Goldberg was first to approve the motion, and it was seconded by Isabelle Der Aprahamian. The 

motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 

g)   Name Change for Slavic Studies 

Odette concluded her presentation with another motion that was passed at the April 25
th
 Faculty 

Coordinators’ meeting to change the name of the Slavic Studies major to East European Studies Major to 

make the name more consistent to the program internationally. 

 

Michael Sendbuehler moved that Academic Council approve the name change of Slavic Studies Major to 

East European Studies Major. Marianne Lynch seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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6.   Varia  

Shirley Pettifer thanked Council for their service this Academic Year, and particularly to the members 

who are stepping down this year: Lourdes Meana, Avi Goldberg, Marianne Lynch, Isabelle Der 

Aprahamian, Ricardo Herrera, Ayvi Islam and Mike Besner. She further thanked the new Council 

members who are stepping in for the 2012-2013 Academic Year. 

 

Shirley gave a very big thank you to Wanda Kalina, Assistant to the Academic Dean, for her organization 

and coordination, and also to Christina Gudzio, Academic Dean Office Secretary, for her work on the 

Council minutes this semester. 

 

And finally, Martine Gauthier thanked Shirley Pettifer, who is also stepping down this year, for her 

excellent work and service as Vice-chair for Academic Council. Martine presented Shirley with a bouquet 

of flowers and there was a round of applause. 

 

 

7.  Adjournment 

 

The final meeting of the 2011-2012 Academic Year adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina Gudzio 



 Report for Academic Council of May 11th, 2012. 

 

Joint Coordinators May 2nd, 2012. 

 

1. Sam Kay gave an update on the mould situation in the N-building. 

2. The director of HR outlined a proposed timeline for revision of the College selection 

process. Many coordinators expressed concern regarding the pace of the process and the 

lack of opportunity for consultation. 

3. The Registrar gave an update on Fall 2012 enrollment and the 2012-2013 Academic 

Calendar. 

4. The Academic Dean indicated that the 2012-2013 Allocation tables will be sent to all 

coordinators. 

5. Wilma Brown informed the committee that training sessions will be held for new 

coordinators. 

6. Mark Prentice gave notice that he is stepping down as Chair. A round of applause 

followed as a thank you for Mark’s work. A new Chair will be elected at the first meeting in 

the Fall. 
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